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TO THE MOST 

HIGH AND MIGHTIE 

PRINCE, 

CH<tI %L 8 S 7 

By the Grace of God, King of Great Brit* 

taint y fronce^nd. Ireland, Defender of 
the Faith , &c. 

Moft dread Soveraigne , 




Our SMajeftits moft 
Chriftian care , to 
fupprejfe tboje R> 
gours t "K>bichfome } in 
maintenance of their 
Sabbath Doctrines, 
had preffed upon this 
Church in tbefe lah 



terdayesijuftly dtferves to be recorded amongR 
the principal Monuments of jour zeale and 
pictie. Of the two great and publike Enemies of 
(jods. holy WorJhip } although Prophaneneffe 3 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



The Epistle 

in it felfe, be the more offenfoe 5 pt Super- 
ftition it more fpreading , and wore quick* of 
growth, Infucb a Church as this,fo fetled in 
a conft ant practice of Religious Offices,**^ 
fo confirmed by godly Canons, for tbe perfor- 
mance of tbe fame: there was no fearejtbat ever 
the Lords Day , (tbe Day appointed by Gods 
Church/or bit publike fervice) would bate 
beene over-runne by tbe prophane neglect of 
any pious duties, on that day required, leather 
tbe danger was, left by the uiolent torrent of 
fome mens affections, it might baye beene ore* 
fiowne by tbofe Superftkions ; therewith, in 
imitation of tbe Iewes, they began to charge it* 
jflnadie they had made it farre more burthen- 
fome jo their Chriitian Brethren, than was the 
Sabbath to the Ifraelkes 3 by the Lav of 
Moses. Nor know "bee where they would 
haye flayed, bad not your SMajeftie beene plea- 
fed, out of a tender care of tbe Churches fa fe- 
tie, togiye a cbecke to their proceedings : in li- 
cencing on that day, tbofe lawfull Paftimes, 
which fome,withon amhoritie from Gods Word, 
or from the practice of Gods Church, bad of late 
retrained. Tet fo it is, your JMajefties mofl 
pious, and mofl Chriftian purpofe , bath not 

found 
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E>ED I CAT QUI B* 

found anjwerabfe- entertainment : especially -a- 
mongU tbofe men>wbo havefo long dreamt of 
a Sabbath d$ 3 that now they will not be per-, 
fwadedjbatit is a Dreame. For the awakening 
of the which 3 and their redutlbn to more found 
and fenfible counfailts , (next to my dutie to 
Gods Church, and pour {acred JMajeftie) 
have I applyed myfelfe to compofe this Story . 
Wherein I doubt not but to pew them Jjow much 
they have deceived, both tbemfelves and others, 
in making the old Iewifli Sabbath 3 of equal 
age and obfervation with the Law (/Nature? 
and preaching their new Sabbath Do&rines 
in the Church o/ Chrift, with which the 
Church hath no acquaintance. Wherein I doubt 
not but to jhew them , that by their ebftinate re- 
folutiony not to make publication of jour Ma~ 
je flies pleafure, they tacitely condemnejtot onely 
aO the Fathers of the primitive times s the lear- 
ned Writers of all jtgts , many mofl godly 
Kings and Princes of the former dayes , and 
not few Councels of chiefs note , and of Faith 
unqueflionable : but even all ftates of Men, 
Nations,4»iChurches,4* tbiipre[ent 3 wbom 
they mofi efleeme. This makes your SMajeflies 
intereft {o particular in this prefent Hiftorie, 

J 3 " that 
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The Epistle,&c. 

that were 1 riot obliged unto y our Majeflie in 
any neerer bond t than thatqferery comtnmSub- 
y&'ytt could not be devoted unto any other, frith 
fojufl proprietie. 'But being it it the Wwke of 
your Majeftiesfctvant 3 andin part^afljioned at 
tbofe times tWbich by your Majeflks Udbe-&ert 
borrowed from attendance on yourfacred Per' 
[on ; your Majeftie hath alfo, aQ the rights unto 
it, of a Lord, and Matter* Sosthat according 
to that Maxime of the Civil! Laves, Quod- 
cunque per fervum acquiritur, id domino 
acquirit fuo^ar SMajefiie hath as abfolute 
power to difpofe thereof ,0s of the Author ."^bo </, 

Bread Soveraigne, 



YoytMajeftieSs 

ajoft obedient Subje& s 
and; 

xmftfaithfull Servant, 



Pet. He yiyn» 
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A PREFACE 
Tq them, who being themfelvcs 

wiftaken* have mil guided others , /» f£^? 
nervDoBrines of the Sabbath. 

Ot out of any humour or defire of 
being ina&ion, or that I love to 
have my hands in any of thofe 
publike quarrels, wherewith our 
peace hath beene <lifturbed : but 
that pofteritie might not fay, we 
have beene wanting, for our parts, to your infor- 
mation, and the direction of Gods people in the 
wayes of truth ; have I adventured on this Story. 
A Airy which fhall reprefent unto you the con- 
Slant praBice of Gods Church in the prefent bufines, 
from the Creation to thefe daies : that fo you may 
the better fee, how you are gone aftray from the 
paths of truth ,and tendries of AntiquitMnd from 
the prefentjudgement of all Men and Churches. 
The Arguments whereto you truft, and upon fee- 
ming ftrength whereof you have beene hitherto 
emboldned, to prefle thefe Sabbatarian DoBrines 
upon theconfciences of poore people, I purpofe 
hot to meddle with in this Difcour(e.*k\\*t 
i/x«iT^». They have beene elfewhere throughly 
canvaffed, and all thofe feeming ftrengths beate 

A 4 downe> 
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TbtTrefacel 

downe, by which you were your felves roifgui- 
d^d^and by the which you have fince wrought 
on the atfe&ions of unlearnedLmen, or fuchat 
leaft, who Judged noiof thfem by their weight, 
but by their numbers. But where you give it 
out, as in matur off^how that the Sabbath wa* 
ordained by GodinParadife,znd kept according- 
ly hy all the Patriarkes, before Mofes timet, or 
otherwifc ingraft by Nature in the fouleofman, 
and foin ufealfo amongft the Gentiles : in that, 
L have adventured to-let men fe^ that you are 
very much miftaken, and tell usthingsdire&ly 
contrary unto trutheS Story. Next, where it is the 
gtound*workc df all your building , that the 
Commandewentpi the Sabbatbyismorafy naturaU y 
md perpHua^i as punctually to be obferved , as 
asy other of the fitft or fecond Table : I doubt 
not but itwillappeareby this following Htjfary, 
that it was neves fo efteemed of by* the iewes> 
*hcmfelv€Sj no not when as the observation of 
fchefame, was moft feverely prefTed upon them 
by .the Law and Prophets, nop when the day was 
mademoft*buidenfome unto thereby the Scribes 
and PharifeeSi Laftly, whereas yoa make the 
ZwdsMy to be an inftitution of our Savior Chrifl, 
€QBSr<medby the continual l ufage of the holy 
-dfofiles^ and both by him and them impofed, as 
aperpetuall ordinance, on the ChriBtan Church • 
snaking your felves beleevc, that fo it was obfer- 
vedijuhe times before^ as you have taught us to 
obferve it in thefe latter dayes : I have made ma^ 
nifeftto ^worldx^ there is no fueh matte* 

tO 7* 
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to be found at all, either in any Writings of the 
•4poflles,ot Monument of true Antiquities in the 
practice- of the. middle o* the preient Churches: 
What faidl, of the prefent Churches I fo 1 faid 
indeed- and doubt not^but it will appeare fo in 
this following Storie : the prefent Churches, all of 
them, both Greek* and Latine i together, with the 
ProteJlantSjofwhat name foever, being farre diffe- 
rent, both in their DoEtrine and their practice, from 
thefe new conceptions. And here I cannot chufe 
but note, Thatwhereas thofe who firft did fet on 
foot thefe DoBrines, in aH their other praBifes to 
fubvert this Church, did beare rhemfelves conti- 
dually onthe authoritie of Calvin, and the exam* 
pie of thofe Churches^whlch came moft neere unto 
the Plat-forme of Geneva : in thefe their sabbath* 
peculations, they had not onely none to follow • 
but they foundC^/t^and Geneva^nd thole other 
Churches fiixz&ly contra rie unto them . How ever 
in all other matters>they cryed up Calmn and his 
Writing*, his Boohs thevery Canon, to which 

hth DifciplJne andDoBrine was to be conformed : ?nfai 
yet,hic Afagifternon tenetur, hereby his Jeave,they 
would forfake him,and leave him fairely to him*, 
felfe ; that they themfelves might alfohave th® 
glory of a new invention. . 

For yoi^roy<Brethren, and bfeloved incur Lord 
and Saviour^ as I doe willingly bekeve, that you 
have entertain'd thefe Tenet s+upon mi fcper fmjion * 
not out of any i 'ff intentions to the Church, your 
Mother \ andtfeafcit is an err our in yaux judgement* 
onely,not of ywtaffeBkm: fo,uponthati^//^ . 

have," 
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7fa Preface* 

have! fparcd no paines,asmuch as in me is, to 
remove that mw,and re&ifiewhat is amiflein 
your opinions 1 hop6 you are not of tfeofe m^n> 
£uos non ftrfttadebit,etiamj$ ftrfuAferis, who either 
hate to be reformed-, or have fo farre efpoufed a 
quarrell, that neither truth nor reafon can divorce 
them from it. Nor would I gladly you fhould 
be of their refolutionS, Q*i tolunt id verum ejje 
quod credwt,noluntid credere quod verum eft ■ who 
aremoreapttothinkealltrue which themfelves 
beleeve 3 than be perfwaded to bekeve fiich things 
as are true indeed. In confidence whereof, as I 
jiras firft induced to compofe this Hiftorie • fo, in 
Continuance of thofe hopes, I have prefumedto 
addrefle it to you, to tender it to your perufall, 
and to fubmit it toyourcenfure: that, if you are 
cot better furniihed,you may learne from hence, 
that you have trufted more unto other men, than 
you had juft reafon. It is my chicfe endeavour, 
as it is my prayer, that poflibly I may behold Ie- 
rufalem in frofyeritie, all my life long. Nor doubt 
I, by the grace of God, to teduce fome of you at 
the leaft, to fuch conform it ie with the praBice 
of the Catholike church • that even your hands 
may alfo labour in the advancement and pro- 
motion of that full frofteritie, which I fodefire. 
This that I may the better doe, I fliall prefent 
you, as I faid,with the true Storie of the Sabbath: 
and therein lay before your eyes, both what the 
DoBrine was, and what the j>raBice y of all former 
times ; and how it ftands in both refpe&s,with 
all Gods Churches, at this prefent. Firft, for the 

Sabbath, 
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Sdbfothyl (hall fhew you,that it was not inftituted 
b y the & ord mPAradife y nor na tut ally im printed in 
th& fwle of man y nor ever kept by any of the anc /- 
ent fathers ^before Mofes time: and this, not ge- 
nerally faid;and no naore but fo ; N but proved par- 
ticularly ancLfucceflively,in a continued defcent 
of times and men... Next, that-being given unto 
the Itwes by Mofes, it was not fo obferved or reck- 
ned o£as any of the Morali 'Precepts : but fome- 
times ...kept* and fometimes not . according as 
mens private bufinefles^or the ncceflities of the 
State might give way unto it: and finally,was for 
ever abrogated, with the other Ceremonies, at the 
de&ru&ion of the Temple'. . As for the; Gentiles 
all this while, it fhali hereby appeare, that they 
tooke no more notice of it, (except a Iitcle,at the 
latter end of the Jetvifb State) than to deride 
both iti and all them that kept it; Then^for the 
Lords rf*^ that it was not inftituted by om Saviour 
Chri&\ commanded by, the A po Hies , or ordained 
firft by any other authorities than the wluntarie 
consecration of it by the Church, to Religious ufes : 
and being conficrated to -thole ufes, was not ad- 
vanced to that efteeme, which it now enjoyes, but 
leifurely and by degrees - partly, by the EdiBs of 
fecuter Princes y partly , by Canons of particular 
Counctls- r and finally, by the Decretals of feverall 
Popes, and Orders of inferiour Prelates .' and being 
fo advanced, is fubjeB (till, as many Proteft^Pt 
DoBors (ay, to the Aitthoritie of the Church, to be 
retained^ ox changed, as the Church thinkes fir* 
Finally i that in all -^gw heretofore, and in all 

Chmhes • 
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churches avthis prefenr, it neither was TiQxfai&ee- 
med of as a Sabbath day,nor reckned of fo necrea 
kinne to the former Sabbath : but that at all fuch 
leifure times, as were notdeftinate by the Church 
to Geds pub like fervice^ men might apply their 
minds beftow their thoughts y tithtx about their 
bujincflcS) or upon theirf leafures^uch as are lawful? 
in them (elves, and not prohibited by thofe Power s % 
under which they lived. Which fhewed and ma- 
nifeftly proved unto you, I doubt not, but thofe 
Paper-waffs^ which have beene ray fed heretofore 
to defend thefe DoBrines, how faire foever they 
mayfeeme to the outward eye, and whatfoever 
colours have beene laid upon them-will in the end 
appeare unto you to be but Paper-walls indeed t 
fbme beaten downe by the report onely of thofe 
many Cawnsjwhich have fucceflively beene moun- 
ted in the Church of God* either to fbrtifie the 
Lords day^hichitMtc did inftitute, or to caft 
downe thofe lewifb fancies, which fome had la- 
boured to reftore. 

Such paflages as occurred concerning England, 
I purpofely have deferred till the two iaft Chap- 
ters, that you may looke upon the attions of our 
Anceftours with a clearer eye * both thofe who li- 
ved at the fir ft planting of Religion • and thofe who 
had fo great an hand,in the reformingoitht fame. 
And yet not looke upon them onely , but by 
comparing your new DoBrines with thofe which 
were delivered in the former times • your fevere 
fraBice> with the innocent libertie which they ufed 
amongft them : you may the better fee your 

crrours, 
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errours, and what ftrangeincenfe you have offered ki 
the Church of God. A way, in which I have the 
rather made choife to walke, that by the pra&ict 
of th&Church in generally you may the better judge 
ofthofe Texts of Scripture, which feemeto you 
to fpeake.in the behalfe of that netp Divinitie^ 
which you haye preached unto the people : and 
by the praBice of this Church particularly, it may 
with greater eafe be fhewed you, that you did 
never fucke thefe DoBrtnes from your Mothers 
breiis. A church, I dare be bold to fay it, than 
which, there is not any in the Chrt&ian World , 
wherein the Lords day is obferved with more due 
felemnitiei noT that obfervance bettercountenan- 
ced by godly Laws and Conjtitutions ; not any one 
which walkes an evener and more equall way, 
'twixt Super&ition and Proyhanenefe , than this 
moft flourifhing Church of England • how-ever 
ifcee be thought, by you^ deficient in (b great a 
matter* 

It is an obfervation and a rule in Law -that cuHome 
is the befl interpreter of a doubtful! ftatute • and wee 
are lefTon'd thereupon, to caft our eyes,in all fuch 
queftionable matters, unto the practice of the 
ftate inthe felfe-fame cafe. Si de interpretatime vekgib.&ton* 
legis quxritur^ imprimis infpiciendum eft } quo jurr& am f m% 
civitas retro 7 inhujufmodi cafibwjtfafnit : Confuetudo 
enim optima interpretatio legis eft. If you fubmit 
untothis rule, and ftand unto the Plea which you 
oft have made : I verily perfwademy fclfe, that 
you will quickely finde your errour 5 and that 
withall you will difcover,how to abet a new and 

dangerous 
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dangerous DoBrine, you have deferted the whole 
pra&ife of the Chriftian Church ,which for the fpace 
of i £00. yeeres, hath been embraced and follow- 
ed by all godly men. Thefe are the hopes which 
we projeft unto our felves. The caufe of this our 
undertaking,was your information . and the chief e 
end weaime at is your reformation: Your (elves > 
my Brethren^and your good, if I may procure it r 
are the occafion and the recommence oi thele poore 
endevors : fretiumfc & caufa laborti, in the Poets 
language. 

Nor would I, you (hould thinke it any ble- 
mifh to your reputation, (hould you defert a 
caufe, which with fo vehement affeftions you 
have erft maintained : or that the world would 
cenfureyou of toodeepe a folly, fhould you re- 
tra& y what you have either taught or written, in 
the times before. Rather the world and all good 
men, (hall praife both your integrity, and ingenu- 
ity , in that you thinke it no difparagement to 
yeeld the better unto truths whenfoever you find 
it. Being men, conceive it not impoffible, but 
that you may be in an errour • and having erred 
thinke ityourgreateft victory, that you are con- 
quered by the truth: which being mighty will 
freuaiky and either here or elfewhere, enforce all 
of us to confefle the great powers thereof. Saint 
Juftin and the Cardinal two as great Cterhes as 
almoft any in their times, have herein (hewed the 
way unto you ; one in his RetraBations, the o* 
therinhis Recognitions : nor did it evert urneun- 
Eo their difgrace. Therefore abandoning all 

fiich 
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The Treface. 
fuch fond conceits, as enemies unto the Truth, 
which I truft you feek, and above all things wifl* 
to finde : let me befeech you to poffefie your 
fiules with defire of knowledge* and that you would 
not ftiut your eyes, againftthe tendrie of thofe 
truths, which either here or elfe-where are pre- 
fented to you, for your information. Which that 
you may the better doe, I doe adjure you in the 
name, and for the fake of lefts Chrift, to lay afide 
all prejudice, which poifibly you may be poflef. 
fed withall, either in reference to the Argument, 
or unto the Author: and to perufe this following 
Storyyvith as much finglenefle of heart,and defire 
of truth, and invocation of Cods Spirit to finde 
out the fame j as was by me ufed in the writing 
of it. It is your welfare which I aime at,as before 
was faid j your reftitution to your fun&ions, and 
reconciliation to the Church, from which you arc 
at point of falling: that wee with you, and yon 
with us, laying afide thofe jealoufies and di£ 
trufts,which commonly attend ondivided minds* 
may joy ne our hearts and hands together for the 
advancement of Gods Honour, and the Churches 
petce* And Odd even ourowne God, fhaff give us his 
ble$ng. 

For others which (hall reade this Storie, whe- 
ther by you mijguided, or yet left entire- I doe 
defire them to take notice, that there is none fo 
much a ftranger to good Am and Leamng,whom 
in this cafe and kind of writing, I dare not truft 
with the full cognizance of the caufe herein re- 
lated. In points of £<w,when as the matter feemes 

ta 
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lobe above the wit of common perfons: or o- 
fcherwife is fo involved and intricate, that there 
hath beeneno Precedent thereof informertimes : 
it is put offto a demurrer, and argued by my Lords 
the Judges , with their beft maturitie of delibera- 
tion. But in a matter oifa& } we putourfelves 
upoaanordinarie/wn> 3 not doubting, if the e- 
vidence piove fairc, the mtneQesoi faith unquefti- 
oned, and the Records without fufpition of im* 
pofture, but they will doe their conscience, and 
&nde for J>laintiffe or Defendant, as the caufe ap- 
peases. So in the bufinefle now in hand, that 
part thereof which confifts mo ft of argument, and 
{kxm$iho£difyutation> in the examining of thofe 
yeafons which Pn or Cm have been alledged • are 
by me left to be difcu fled and weighed by them, 
who either by their place are called, or by their 
learning are inabled to lb great a bufineffe. But 
for thepwtofyraBice, which is matter of fa&,how 
long it was*, before thesabbazhwas commanded,, 
and how it was 06 ferved, being once comman- 
ded • how the Lords day hath flood in the cAW- 
JtiatpCkurchi by whztauthority Rxd inftituted, in 
what kinderegarded : thefe things are offered to 
thejudgement and conii deration of the meaneft 
Reader.. No man that is to be returned on the 
prefent Iury 5 but may be able V " ve up his ver- 
dift) touching the title now in queftion? unlcfle 
hee come with paffion, and fo will not heare, or 
elfe with prejudice, and fowill not value the evi- 
dence which is produced for his information 
Wot my pait a t {hall deale ingenuoufly, as the 

SAufe 
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cauferequires,as of fworne counfell to the truth • 
not ufing any of the myfteries or Arts of plea- 
ding, but as the holy Fathers of the Churchy the 
learned Writers of all Ages, the moft renowned 
Divines of thefe latter times, and finally as the 
publicke Monuments and Records of moft Na+ 
tions ^n^wihavefurnifhed me in this enquirie. 
Whs] thefe, or any of them have herein either 
faid, or done, or otherwife left upon theRegi- 
fter for our dire (ft ion, I fhall lay downe in order, 
in their feverall times • either the times in which 
they lived,or whereof they writ : that Co we may 
the better fee the whole fucceffion both of the 
Doctrine, and the pra&ice of Gods Churchy in the 
prefent bufinefle. And this with all integritie 
and fincere proceeding, not making ufe of any 
Author , who hath bcene probably fufpe&ed of 
fraud oxforgerie • nor dealing otherwife in this 
fearch, than as becomes a man who aimes at no- 



condu&ing of Gods people in the wayes of truth, 
This is the fumme of what I had to fay in this 
prefent Preface • befeeching God , the God of 
Truth, yea, the Truth it felfe , to give us all a 
right underftanding , and a good will to doe 
thereafter. 



thin; 




than Gods publike fervice , and the 
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SUEABVS 

CAPITVM. 



Part. I; 



CHAP* I. 
Tliat the Sah&dthw&s not inftitutedinthc 

ginning of the ftwAf «. . 

(iJThe entrance to the Worh fin hand. (2) Tbatthofi 
Wnrds Gen. 2 . And God blefled the feventh day* &c. are* 
there delivered as by way ^Anticipation. (3) Anticipate 
ons in the Scripture confeffed by them* Who denie it here*- 
C4.J, Anticipations <?/ the 'fame. nature. not firange in Scrips 
ture. (5 ) No Law impofedby God* on Adam, touching the 
keeping of the Sabbath. ( 6 ) The Sabbath not ingraft by 
mture, in the foule of man. (y) Thegreatefi ^dvocater 
for the Sabbath, denie it to be any part of the kvv of nature* 
(8) Of the moralities per fe&ion fuppofedtobe in the\ 
number of fcym»by fome learned men. That other 
mtnhctsinthe confefjionjf the famejearped &en y parties 
larly the firft, third, and fourth, are both as moral! and as 
pcf fed"*, m the feventh. (10) The like u proved of the fixth; 
eighth, and tenth, and of other numbers • (11) The Scrip-, 
tures not more favourable to the number of feven, than they 
are others. (12) (jreat caution to be ufed by thofejtobo love 
temrf&ethcmfelvcsfrth numbers. 

CHA-Pi 
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CHAP. II, 
That there was no Sabbath kept, from the {na- 
tion to the Flood. 
( I ) <jod$ reft upon t he feventh day, and from ^ohat hee 
refted. (2 ) Z^nchius conceit touching the fan&ifying of the 
firft feventh day, by Chrift our Satvioutv ( 3 ) The like of 
Tbrniellus* touching the farcifying of the fame* by the An- 
gels in heaven. (4 ) Argenev 'all demonflration thai the Fa^ 
th&s before the JLzW) did not keepe~the Sabbath, f 5) Of 
Adam, that he kept not the Sabbath. ( 6) That Abel and 
Seth did not hep the Sabbath. (7) OfEnos,that he kept nop 
the Sabbath. (8 ) That Enoch and Methufalem did not 
kejpe the Sabbath* ( 9) O/Noah, that he kept not the Sab- 
bat h. ( 10) The Sacrifices and devotions of the Ancient 
were occafionall. 

CHAP. III. 
That the Sabbath was not kept from the Flood- 
to CMofes. 

(l ) The Sonnes 0/ Noah did not keepe the Sabbath', (t) 
The Sabbath could not have beene kept* in the dtfperfion of 
Noahs Sonnes , had it beene commanded* ( Diver fit ie of 
Longitudes and Latitudes, muft of necejjitte make a varia- 
tion in the Sabbath. ( 4 ) Melchifedech, Heber, Lot,did not*- 
keepe the Sabbath. ( Of Abraham and his Sonnes, that 
they kept not the Sabbath. (6) That Abraham did not keepe 
the SM)&thri»theconfefion of the Jewes. ( 7 ) Jacob nor 
Job no S&bzxh-keepers* ( fr) That neither Jacob, Jofeph* 
nor the Israelites in ^Egypt, did obferve the Sabbath. * ( 9 } 
The Ifraelites not permitted to offerfacrifice, while the? 
yperein jEgypt. \io) Particular proof es that all the mo«* - 
wlllAW VPM bothknovpne andkept amongflthe Fathers* 

CHAP. IV* m 
The nature of the fourth Commandcment r and that the r 
Sabbath was not Kept amongft the gentiles 0 

(*yTtoe Sabbath fir ft made kpovpne in the fall o/Mannafc . 
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(2^ The giving of the Decalogue, and how farre it btndeth* 
({) That mthe Iudgement of the Fathers of the Chriftian 
Church, the fourth Commandement is of a different nature 
from the other nine. (4 ) The Sabbath ftasfirft given, for 
a Latoib) Mofes. (5) And being given. Was proper onely 
to the Jewes. ( 6 ) what moved the Lord to give the Ifrae- 
lites a Sabbaths (7) why the feventh day Was rather chofen 
for the Sabbath, than any other. ( 8 ) The feventh day not 
more honoured by the Gentiles, than the eighth or ninth* 
(9) The Attributes given by fnneCjreety Poets to the fe- 
venth day, W0 Argument that they kept the Sabbath. (lo)7Tte 
Iewes derided for their Sabbath, by the Grecians, Romans, 
and ^Egyptians. (11) The divifion of the ye er* into Vreekes s 
not generally ufed,of old, among ft the Gentiles. 

CHAP- V. 

The pra&ife of the f ewes in fiich obfervances, as were 
annexed unto the Sabbath. 

( I ) Of feme particular adjunfts affixed unto the lewilh 
Sabbath. (2) The Annuall Feftivals *v*iSW Sabbaths in 
the Ttooke ofGod, and r echoed as a part of the fourth Com- 
mandement. (3) The Annuall Sabbaths no leffe folemnely 
obferved and celebrated, than the weekely were ; if not more 
folemnely. (4) Of the Parafceve or Preparation to the Sab- 
bath, and the jblemne Vettivzls. ( 5 ) All manner of worke* 
as well prohibited on the Annuall, as the weekely Sabbaths. 
(6) what things were lawfull to bee done on the Sabbath 
dayes. ( 7 ) Touching the prohibition of 'not kindling fire 3 
and not dreffing meat. ( 8 ) What moved the Gentiles ge- 
nerally, to charge the Jewes with falling on the Sabbath 
day (q) Touching this prohibition, Let no man goe out of 
his place on the Sabbath day. (10) *A U lawfull recrea- 
^ tions, as dancing, feafting, man-like exercife^ allowed and 
pralltfedby the Iewes upon'their Sabbaths. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP* VL 

Touching* the oblervation of the Sabbath, unto the 
[ time, the people were eftabliflied in the 
promised Land. 

(l ) The Sabbath not key* conftantly during the time the 
people wandred in the wilderneffe.f^O/ him that gathered 
ftickes on the Sabbath day! (i) wherein the fah&ifying of 
the Sabbath did cenfifei in the time </Mofes. (-4) Tfo.Law 
not by him ordered to bt read %n the Congregation, every 
Sabbath day. ( 5) The Jack* o/Hierieho> and the deft r alli- 
en of thai people, to as upon the Sabbath. (6) No Sabbath 
aft etjbU totthwt Qrcunocjtfion ; and how that ceremonie 
couldconfift W//<7r^ Sabbaths reft. (7) what moved the 
Jewes to preferre Circumcifon, &r/<?r* the Sabbath. (%)Thi 
{landing ftill of the .Sunne^ the prayers of Jofuah, &c. 
could not bat m*k£ fyme alteration aboup the Sabbath. ( 9 ) 
what to/ts the PrjHfe worfce o* the Sabbath day • and tohi- 
ther it might ft and with the Sabbaths reft. (10) The feat- 
texing of the Invites over all the Tribes, had no relation un~ 
tf> the reading of thtltWron the Sabbath day. 

CHAP. VII, 
Touching the keeping of the Sabbath, from the time of 
David to the <JMaccabees. 

(l ) . Particular necejfities mu^ give place to the Law 
of Nature, (a) That Davids flight from Saul too* 
upon the Sabbath* ( 3 ) what David did being King of If- 
rael, in ordering things about the Sabbath. (4) Elijahs 
flight upon the Sabbath ; and What elfe hapned on the Sab- 
bath, in Elijahs time. (5 ) The limitation of a Sabbath 
dayes journey, not knowne amongft the Jewes token ElilLa 
lived. (6) The Lord becomes offended frith the Jewifli Sab- 
baths ; and on tohat occafion. (7) The Sabbath entertained 
by the Samaritans, and their Jtrange nictties therein. ( 8) 
whether the Sabbaths toe re obferved during the captivitie. 
( 9 ) The fpeciall care o/Nehemiah to reforme the Sabbath. 

* 3 (10) The 
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(id) The weekcly reading <?f the Law on the Sabbath d^y, 
begmby^zu. (u) iVo Synagogues nor weekely reading 
of /kLaw, during the (f overwent of the Kings. (12) The 
Scribes and Do&ors of the Law, imptfe nety rigours op the 
people y about, their Sabbaths,, 

CHAP. VIII. 
What doth occurre about the Sabbat h^tom theAfacCabees r 
to the deftru&ion of the T tmple. 

(1) The JcwcSrefufe to fight in their owne defence, upon 
the Sabbath ; and what Was ordered thereupon. ( 2 ) The 
Pharifees, about thefe (im?s y ha 4 mtde t he Sabbath burden- 
some by their traditions. (5) Hierufalem twice taken by the 
Romans, on the Sabbath day. (4) The Romans, mmy of 
them* Judaize, and take up the Sabbath ; as other nations did 
by the Jewes example* (5) whether the Strangers dwelling 
amongflthe Jewes, did obferve the Sabblth. (6) Auguftus 
Carfar very gracious to the Jewes, inmatters that concerned 
their Sabbath. ( 7 ) what our Redeemer taught, and 4id 9 
to reElifie the abufes of> and in the Sabbath. ( 8) Thefina/t 
ruine of the Temple, dnd f k J^ifl^Qremonies, on a Sab- 
bath day. (9) The Sabbath abrogated with the other Ce- 
remonies, (id) Wherein confijfeth the Spirituall Sabbath 
mentioned in the Scriptures , and amongft the Fathers. 
(itfThe idle and ridiculous nicities of the modern^ Jewes, 
in their Parafeeves and their Sabbaths, conclude this first- 
part* 
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T h e' S e c o nd Book e* 



CHAP. I. 

That there is nothing found in Scripture, touching the 
keeping of the Lords day. 

( I ) The Sabbath not ' intended for a perpetuall ordinance \ 
( i) Preparatives unto the dijfolution of the Sabbath, by our 
Saviour Chrift. ( 5 ) The Lords day not enjoy fid m the place 
thereof, either by Chrift, or his Apoftles : but instituted by 
the authority of the Church* (4) Our Saviours Rt furred; ton 
upon ffc* firft day of theweeke, and apparition on the fame, 
make it not a Sabbaths ( 5 ) The comming dome of the 
Holy Ghoft upon the firft day of the weeke, makes it 
not a Sabbath. (6) The firft day of the weeke, not kept 
more like a Sabbath than the other dayes, by i£Peter,£.Paul, 
or any other of the Apoftles* ( 7 ) Saint Paul frequents the 
Synagogues on the Jewifli Sabbath • and upon^hat reafons* 
( 8 ) What Voas concluded againft the Sabbath, in the Com- 
cell holden apHieru&lem. (9) The preaching of S.Vzul at 
Tvozs,#ponthe firft day of the Weeke, no Argument, that, 
then that, day was fet apart by the Apoftles, for reltgtout 
exercifes. (10) Cblle&ions on the firft day of the weeke 
I Cor. 1 6 . conclude as little for that purpofe* ( 1 1 ) Thofe 
places ofS. Paul,Galat. 4. 10. Coloff. 2 . 1 6. doe prove in- 
vincibly, that there is no Sabbath to be looked for. (1 2) The 
<firft day of the weeke not called the Lords day, untill 
the end of this firft trfge : and V^hat that Title addes 
unto it. 

34 CHAP. 
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CHAP- II, 

In what eftate the Lords day ftood,from the death of 
the Apoftles,to the Reigne otConfttntine. 

(i) Touching the Orders, fitted by the Apo{ties,for the 
Congregation* (a) The Lords day , anh the Saturday, 
both Feftivals, and both observed in the £ aft , in Ignatius 
time* ( 5 ) The Saturday not Without great dtfficultie made 
a falling day, (4) The controverfte about keeping Eafter ; 
and how much it conducetkto theprefent bufmcfe* (5) The 
Feafi of 'Eafter not affixed to the Lords day , Without much 
oppofttion of the Eafterne Churches. (6) what Iuftin 
Marty r,and Dionyfius of Corinth, have left hs of the L&rds 
day : Clemens Alexandrinus his dijhke thereof. (7) jrp m 
What grounds the Chriftians of the former times u fed to 
fray> ftandm?> on the Lords day, and the time of Pentecoft, 
(8) what ^recorded by Tertullian of the Lords day ; and 
the Aftcmbiics of the Church. (9) Origen, as his Mafter 
Clemens had done before , dijlikes fit dayes for the Afleiiv- . 
bly. (10) Saint Cyprian, what he tells m of the Lords 
day ; and >oj 7 the reading of the Scriptures, in Saint Cypri- 
ans \timu. (til) Of other holy dayes eflahlifiyed in thefe 
three fir ft AgQS 1 and that they Were obfi/ved as folemnely 
as the Lords day Was* (1 s) The name of Sunday , often 
ufed by the Primitive Chriftians , for j he Lords day; bnt 
the Sabbath, never. 

CHAP. III. 
That in the fourth Age,f irom the time of Confiantwe 
to Saint Angu(iiney the Lords day was not 
taken fora Sabbath day. 
(1 ) The Lords day firfr eftabUfhed , by the Emperour 
Conftantine. (2) What febours Were permit ted.and ' what 
reftrained on the Lords day by this Emperours Editi. (3) Of 
other holy dayes, and Saints dayes, instituted m the time of 
Gonftantine. (4) That wcckcly^ other dayes > particularly 
tin Wednesday and the Friday, were in this Age, and thofe 

before^ 
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before f appointed for the meetings of the Congregation. 
(5) Saturday as highly honoured m the Eafterne Chur- 
ches., as the Lords day Was* ( 6) The Fathers of the 
Eafterne Church crie dovone the Iewifh Sabbath, though 
they held the Saturday. (7) The Lords day not jpent 
Wholly m religious exercifes : and Whjtt "too* done Wtth that 
part of it, Which Was left at Urge, ( 8 ) Tb$ Lords day, m 
this Age* a day of Feafting : and t hat it hath beene alwayes 
judged h» eticall, f 0 hold falls thereon, (p) Of Recreati- 
ons <?« Lords day ; and of what k**?de thoft Dancings 
Were , againft the which the Fathers mveigh fo frarpeiy. 
( 1 o ) Other Imperiall Edi&$ about the keeping of the 
Lords day^and the other holy dayes . ( 1 1 ) The Orders at 
this time in ufe on the Lords day , and other dayes of pub- 
like meeting. ( 1 I ) The infinite differences betxveene the 
Lords day and the Sabbath. 

CHAR IV. 
The great improvement of the Lords ^ in the fift 
and lixt Ages, make it not a Sabbath. 

(1) IftWhat efiate the Lords day ftood m Saint Auftins 
time.' (2) Stage-playes and publike Shevves prohibited on 
theltOvds dzyund the other holy dayes,&j Imperiall Edi<5ts> . 
(3) The bafe and beaftly nature of the Stage-played , at 
thofetinfrSyin Hfe. (4) The barbarous and bloudie quditie 
ef the Spe&aoula > or Shevves , at this time prohibited. 
(5) Neither all civill btffinefle, nor all kinde of pleafures, 
retrained on the Lords day, by the Emperour Leo ; as feme 
give it out. (6) The French and Spaniards , of the fixt 
jige, begm to Judziz&about the Lords day ; and ofrefiraint 
of Htubandrie on that day > in that Age firfi made. (7) The 
fo much cited Canon of the Cooncell. of Mafcon proves no 
Lords day Sabbath. (8) Of publike honours done> in thefe 
Ages* to the Lords day, both by Prince and Prelate. (9) No 
Evening Service on the Lords day , till thefe pre fent Ages, 
(10) Of publike Orders now ejlabli^edy for the better 
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regulating of the Lords day meetings. I ) The Lorcfc 
day not more reckoned oft ban thegreaterfeftmk ; and of 
the other holy dayes , in thefe Ages inftitiited. (12) All 
bufinefle,^ recreation, not by Law prohibited , arc>ia 
themfilvesytu lawfull on the Lords day, as on any other. 

CHAP. V. 
That in the next 600 yee-res, from Pope Cjreg&ric 
forewards,the Lords day was not reckned 
of, as of a Sabbath. 

( I ) Pope Gregories care to fit the Lords day fie* 
from (ome Jewifti rigours,^, thai, time obtruded on the 
Church. (2^ Strange fancies taken up , by (ome fi w men, 
about the Lords day, in thefe darker Ages* (1) Scriptures, 
and Miracles , in thefe times feund out > to juftifie the 
keeping of the Lords day holy, (q) That, in the judge* 
ment of the mo ft learned men in thefe fixe Ages , the 
Lords day hath no other ground, than the Authoritie of the 
Chnrch. (5) With how much difficultie the people of 
thefe Wefterne parts "to ere barred $ from following their 
Husbandrie, and Courts c/ taw, on the Lords day. 

(6) Husbandrie not reftrained on the Lords day in the 
Eafterne parts , uutill. the time of Leo Philolbphus. 

(7) Markets, and Handy-crafts, reftrained "frith no leffe 
oppofition,fta» the Plough, ^ pleading. (8) Sever all 
cafus refervati in the Lawes themfelves , therein men 
Were permitted to attend thofe bufinefles, on the Lords 
day, "tohich the Lawes retrained. (9) Of divers great 
and publike a&ions , done , in thefe Ages > on the Lords 
day. ( 10) Dancine,^ ^Wfports, no otherwife pro- 
hibited on the Lords day, than as they "toere rf» hindrance 
to Gods publike fervice. (11) The other holy dayes 
as much efteemed of, and obferved , as the Lords day 
"to as. (12) The publike hallowing of the Lords day, 
and the other holy dayes, in thefe prcicnt Ages. (1 3) No 
Sabbath all thefe Ages heard of? either 00 Saturday, or 

Sunday: 
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Sunday : And how it flood With Saturday > \ n the E.*- 
fterns Churches. . 

• .-i c:h A;i\ VI. 

What is the judgement of the School e. me* fin&vt the 
Proteftants ; 'andwhattheprailice of thofe 
Churches in this? Lords-day 
bufineflc. 

(i) That* in the judgement of the Schoole-mcn, the 
k£epwg of one day in feven r is not the morall part of the 
fourth Commandement; (2) As alfo that, the Lords day 
is not founded on Divine Authorities hut the Authoritie of 
the Church. (3) A Catalogue of t he holy dayes drawne 
up in the Councell of Lyons- : and the new dodtrine of the 
^chooles , touching the naturall fan&itic of the holy cfayes. 
(4) In what; tftate the Lords day flood , in matter of re- 
ftraint from labour, Reformation* (5) TheRefor- 
matoqrs finde great fault both With the [aid newdo&rmei 
a^'reftraints from labour. ■(<$*) That* in the judgement 
of the Propeftant- Divines ? the finttifywg of one day in 
fevdnis not frfc<? v moraii pixvaf the fourth Commandement. 
(7) As alfo J hat the Lords day hat h no-other ground , on 
Vohtch to ftand, than the Authorise of the Church. (8) And 
that, the Church h*tb power to change the djy, and to 
transferre it to feme other. ( 9) what* if the practice of 
the RbmanjLfltheran^*^ chief ely the Calvinian Churches 
on the Lords day, tn matter of devotion, reft from labour* 
and fufferance of lawfall pleafure. ( 10 ) Dancing cryed 
downe by Calvin^ and the French Churches not tn relation 
to the Lords day* but the fport it felfk.\. (2 r) Ih Vphat eftatt 
^ Lords day fljtndsin the Eafterne Churches : And that, 
the Saturday isobferved by the Ethiopians, atthe Lords 1 
day is. 

GHAR 
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CHAP. VII. 

In what eftate the Lords day flood in this Ifle of # ri- 
tawe&om the firft planting of Religion to 
the Reformation. 

(l ) what doth occurre about the Lords dvj^and the other 
Feftivals amongst the Churches of the Britaines. (2) Of the 
efiate of the £ords day, and the other holy dayes in the 
Saxon Hept archie. ( $ ) The honours done unto the Sunday. 
and the other holy dayes, by the Saxon Monarchy (4) Of 
publike alt ions 1 civtil> eeclefiafticalU tntxt, and military >donc 
on the Lords day under the firft fix Norman Kings, ($)New 
Sabbath do&rines broached in England in King Johns 
r eigne ; and the miraculous originate of the fame* ( 6 j The 
prvfecution of the former bufineffe ; and ill fucceffe therein* 
of the undertakers* ( 7) Refttaint of Worldly bufineffe on the 
Lords da.y,andthe other holy d&yc$,admitted in thefe times 
in Scotland. (8) Reftraint of certaine fervile Vporkes* on 
Sundayes, holy dayes, and the Wakes, concluded in the 
£ouncetl of Oxon under King Henry 5 . ( 9 ) Husbandries 
and legatt proceffe, prohibited oh the Lords day, firft* in the 
reigne of King Edward the 3. (10) Setting of Wooll on the 
Lords day, and thefolemne Feafts forbidden fir Ft by the 
faid King Edward, as after 9 Faires, and Markets generally* 
by King Henry (11) The Cordwainers of London re- 
frained from felling of their Wares on the Lords day, and 
fome folemne feafts, by King Edward the 4. and the re~ 
pealing of that Law by King Henry the 8. ( 11 ) In what 
eftate the Lords- day flood, both for the do&xim <md the 
pra&ice, in the beginning of the Reigne of the Jaid King 
Henry* 



CHAP. 
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The Storie of the Lards day , fif ths reformation 
of Religion in this Kingdpme, tilt diis 
pre to time* 

(x) TfoDoGtrinetf thclAtds day W Sabbath 
delivered by three fever all ! Martyrs, conformably unto the 
judgement of the Vtote&mts before remembred. (2) Tfo 
lords day, fA* ofW holydayes confefed by all this 
Kingdome* in the Court of Parliament, to have no other* 
ground than the Authoritie of the Church* (3) The 
meaning and occafion of that. Claufe in the Common-* 
Prayer *Booke> Lord have mercy upon us, &c. repeated 
at, the end of the fourth Commandemens. (4) That by 
the Queenes Injun&ions , and the firft Parliament of 
J^rReigne, the Lords day Was not meant for a Sabbath 
day* (5) The Do&rine tn t he Hbmilics delivered, about 
the Lords day , and the Sabbath. (6) The fumme and 
fub Fiance of that Homily ; and that it makes not any 
thing for a Lords-day-Sabbath. (7) The firft ori- 
ginall of the new Sabbath-fpeculations in thU Church* 
°f England ; by Whom 3 and for What caufe invented. 
( 8) Strange and mo ft monfirom Paradoxes , preached 
on occafion of the former Do&rines ; and of the other 
dangerous ef&fts thereof ( p ) What care Wm taken of 
the Losds day, in King James his Reigne ; the jpreadinr 
of the formerhoSx'mts ; and of the Articles of Ireland^ 
(10 ) The Jfcwifti Sabbath fet on foot And of King; 
Tames his Declaration about lawfull Sports, on the Lords 
day, (11) What7rz&s Were writ, and publifhed, in 
that Princes Reigne , in oppo futon of the Doftrines be- 
fore remembred. (12) In What efiate the Lords day, 
and the other holy dayes have flood in Scotland > fmce 
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tie reformation */ Religion in that Kingdome. (13) 
Statutes about the Lords <ky, made in the Reignc of exr 
dficad Soveraigne now being > and the miiconftruing of 
$M f*i»* * HU Majeftie reviveth and enlargvh 
she Declaration of King James. (14) An 
Exhortation to ohwiencc unto his 
Majefties mofi Chriftun fur- 
fofe 9 concludes this 
Hifloricj 
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THE 

HISTORY 

OF THE 

SABBATH- 



The frft'B oo{e. 



From the Creation of the World , to 
the deftrudtion of the Temple. 



B Y 

Pet. Heylyn. 



Exod. 31.15,1^. 
Wherefore the children of 'Ifrael jhaU keepe the Sabbath, 
to obferve the. Sabbath throughout their generations : it k 
a figne between mee and th& children ofKtacl,for ever. 



London, 

Printed for Henry Seile, and arc to be fold at the Signc 
of the Tygers-hcad in Saint Pauls 
Church-yard , 1 6 3 6, 
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O&ob. 24. 1655. 

PErlegi unfoerjtm hoc opus cui titulus 
(The Hiftory of the Sabbath ) quod 
continet folia 310 , in qui bus nihil repe- 
rio Jam doftrins am bonis moribus contra- 
rium y quo minus -public a cum militate imprimi 
pofiitsjub eat amen conditione , ut finon intra 
annum proximifequentem typU mandetur, bat 
licentia Jit omnino irrita. 

Gulielmm Haywted R.R. D .Archiep, 
Cant. Cape/Iattw Domejl, 
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V ART. I. 



Chap. I. I 




THE HISTORY 

OF THE 

SABBATH 



Ch ap. I, 

That the Sabbath was not infli- 
tut ed in the beginning of the 
World. 



(() The entrance to the work? in hand. (2) That 
thofe words, Genef.2.And God blefled thefeventh Day, 
&C. are there delivered > as by way of Anticipation. 
(3) Anticipations in the Scripture confefed by them y 
vehodenieit here. (4) Anticipations of the fame na- 
tare not jlrange in Scripture. (5) No Law imp fed by 
God on Adam , touching the keeping of the Sabbath. 
(6) The Sabbath not ingraft by nature in the fonle\of 

B a man. 
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Chap. I. The Hipry of Part. i. 

(7) The greatest ^Advocates for the Sabbath, 
denie it to be any fart of the Law of Nature. (8) Of 
the morality and perf ed&on, fuppofed to be in the number 
of (even,£) 'fome learned men. (9) That other num- 
bers, in the confeffion of the fame learned men, particular- 
ly the firft, third, Wfourth , are both as morall and as 
perfeft a* the fe venth . ( 1 o) The like i* pro ved of the 
fixth, eighth,^ tenth; and of other numbers . (11) The 
Scripture not more favourable to the number of feven, 
then it u to others. (1 2) Great caution to be ufedby 
thofe,whe love to recreate themfelves in the my fteries of 
numbers. 




(O 

Purpofe by the grace of God to 
write an HtJlory of the Sabbath, 
fl nd to ipjike known what jpwfl?;- 
%,^X catly hath been done, therein, by 
t\tU/M* the Church of God, in all ages 
pafl: , from the Creation till this 
prefent: Primaej; ab origine mudi, 
ad mea perpetuymdeducere tem- 
pora carmen. One day, 2& D avid tels us y t each eth another. 
Nor can we have a better Schoolmafter in the things of 
God, thenthecontinuallandmoftconftant practice of 
thole famous men, that have gone before us. An under- 
taking of great difficulty ,but of greater profit. In which 
I will crave^eave to fay, as doth Saint Aujline> in the en- 
trance to his Books de Civitate ; Magnum opus & ar- 
duum,fedDeus efi adjmornofler. Therefore, moft hum- 
bly begging the afliftance of Gods holy Spirit to guide 
me in the way of truth , I fliall apply my felfe to fo great 
aworke? beginning with the firft beginnings, andfo 
continuing my difcourfe , tecceflively unto thefe times, 

wherein 
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Part, l theSdbath. C h aY. i • J 

wherein we live. In which no accident of note,as farre 
as I am able to difcerne, (hall paffe unobferved , which 
may conduce to the difcovery of the truth, andfetling 
of the minds of men in a point fo controverted. On 
therefore «v> 65c to the prefent bufinefle. I~ m the q ch , 2% 
beginning (faith the Text) God created the Heaven and 
the Earth. Which being finifbed,zn& aUthe ho fie of them 
made perfect, on the feventh day God ended hisworke 
which hee had made , and hee rejied on the feventh day 
from all his worke which hee had made. And thenitfol- 
loweth, AndGodbleffedthe feventh day and fanftified 
it 9 becaufethat in it hee had re (led from all his work? , 
which God created and made. Vnto this paflage of the 
Text, and this point of time , feme have referred the 
inflitution and original! of the Sabbath : taking thefe 
wordsto be a plain narration ofa thing then done,accor- 
ding to that very time , wherein the Scripture doth re- 
port it. And that the fanttifying of the feventh day ,there« 
in mentioned, was a Commandement given by God to 
our Father Adam, touching thtfanSlifying of that day to 
bis publick worfliip. Conceiving alfo that there is feme 
fpeciall myfierie and moralitie in the number offevenfor 
which thatday,and none but that, could be defigned and 
fet apart for this employment. Others, and thole the an- 
cienter, and of more authority, conceive thefe words to 
have been fpoken by a Prelepfis or Anticipation ; and to 
relate unto the times, wherein Mofes wrote. And that it 
\vas an intimation onely of the reafon, why God impo- 
fed upon the lews , the fanftifying rather of the feventh 
day > then of any other: no precept to that purpofe being 
given to eAdam> and to his pofterity ; nor any myfterie 
in that number , why of it felfe it ftioald be thought 
moft proper for Gods publick fervice. The perfeft fta- 
ting of thefe points , will give great light to the follow- 
ing ftory. And therefore wee will firft crave leave to 
remove thefe doubts, before we come to matter of faft; 
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that afterwards 1 may proceed, with the greater eafe to 
my felf, & fatisfaftion to the Reader. The ground - work 
or foundation laid , the building will be raifed the fiircr. 

(2) And firft it is conceived by many learned men, 
that-^f^/inthefecond of Genefis , relates unto the 
times in the which he lived , and wrote the Hiftorie of 
the Creatien : when God had now made knowne his 
holy will unto him , and the Commandement of the 
Sabbath had by his Miniftery been delivered to the houf e 
of Jfrael. This is indeed the ancienter and more gene- 
rall tendry , unanimoufly delivered both by lew and 
Chriftiany and not fo much as queftioned till thefe la- 
ter day es. Andhowfoever fome afcribe it to Toflatw, 
as to the firft inventer of it; yet it is ancienter farre then 
he : though were it fo, it could not be denied,bu t that it 
had an able and a learned Authour. A man confidering 
the times in which he Bved , md the fliort time of life it 
pleafed God to givehim;that hardly ever had his equall. 
Its true, Toftatus thus refolves it. He makes this qu<tre 
firft, Numfabbatum cum d Deo fanUtfcatum fuerit in 
€€ primordiorerum, &e. Whether the Sabbath being 
*' fanftified by God in the firft infancy of the World, 
cf had been obferved of men , by the Law of Nature. 
And thereunto returnes this an! were, quod Dem nonde- 
derit fraccptumiMuddc obfervationefabbati in principio, 
" fed per Molcn datum effe* &c. That God cemman- 
" ded not the Sabbath to be fandified in the beginning 
u of the World,but that it was commanded afterwards 
" by the Law of Mofes j when God did publickly make 
<c known his will upon Mount Sinai. And that whereas 
a the Scripture fpeakcth offanlHfying the feventh daj % 
" in the fecond ef Genefis, it is not to be underftood , as 
* if the Lord did then appoint it , for his publick wer- 
M fhip ; but is to be referred unto the time wherein 
u fjidofes wrote, which was in the Wilderneffe. Etfic 
u Mofes intcndeint diccre quod Dem Mum dim fanttifi- 

u CAVtt, 
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« c cavity /r. Nobis , d-*. Andfo, faith he, the mea- 
€t ningof the Prophet will be briefly this , that God 
<c did (an&ifie that day, that is, toV s 9 to us that are 
iC his people of thehoufeof Jacob, that we might con- 
u fecrateittohis fervice. So hxxeTofiatus. In which 
I muft confefle , that I fee not any thing . but what 
Jofephmizid before him, though in other words : who AHtiqnJa.i^ 
(peaking of the Worlds Creation, doth conclude it thas, 
Kau 7bV v.o<7ujQVy &C. So thatMolcs/aith , that the World 
and all that is therein , was made in fix \whole dayes , and 
that upon the feventh day Godtook^ refi 9 and ceafedfrom 
his labours. *uSsp *J «Vnir <%\nv a/7ri t£V nivav xj? vwjtw 
*y>fjLzv ThP-uutew, &C. By reajon whereof \ wee likenife 
defififrom travaile on that dayjvhich we caU the Sabbath, 
i. e. repofe. So that the inftitution of the Sabbath, by To- 
fiatusi and the obfervation of it, by Iofephus; are both 
of them referred, by their us, and wee, unto the times of 
Mofes, and thehoufe of Ifrael. Nor is Iofephus the only 
learned man amongft the femes , that fo interpreted 
Mefes meaning. Solomon Iarchi % one of the principall of 
the A^^xfpeaks more exprefly to this purpofe ; and 
makes this Glofie or Comment upon Mofes words. Be- 
" nedixit ei, i.e. in manna, &c. God bit fed the feventh 
" day y l e\\i Mannahbtcvate for every day of the week, 
" an Homer of it fell upon the earth, and a double por- 
cC tiononthefixt* and fanftified it, i.e. in Mannah, be- 
« caufeitfellnot on the feventh day at all. St fcriptu- 
« ra loquitur de re futura. And in this place (faith he) 
€e theScripturefpeakesasof a thing that wastocome. 
Nay,generallythe//^^wZ)flSwdoaffirme as much, Ap.Hofrln. ds 
afluringus that the Commandement of the Sabbath, f$*iud.c*$, 
was neither given nor known till the fall of Mannah; 
& ante alia mandata datum e$e , quando Mannah accem 
perunt : whofe teftimony more at large (hall be repor- 
ted in the firft Se&ion of the fourth Chapter of this 
Booke. If not before the fall of Mannah.thtn certainly 
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not given at the firft beginning: and therefore mentio- 
~ nedherc as by Anticipation. But what need more be 
faid? Mercer a learned Trot eft ant , and one much con- 
in Gtn 2 4 verfant in the Rabbins , confeffeth that the Rabbins ge- 
nerally referre this place and paflage to the' foUowing 
times, even to the lanftification of the Sabbath, eftabli- 
flied by the Law of Mefes, and the fall of Mannah, He- 
brei fere adfuturnm referunt, i. e. fanUificationem Sa b- 
bati pofiea lege per Mofen fancitam : unde & Manna eo 
die non defcendit. And ho whoever tor his own part, he is 
ot opinion , that the firft fathers being taught by God, 
kept the feventh day holy : yet he conceives withall,that 
the Commandement of keeping holy the Sabbath day, 
was not made till afterwards. Nam hinc (from Gods 
own refting on that day ) pofiea praceptum de Sabbat© 
natttmefi, as he there hath it. Doubtlefle , the lewes, 
who £© much doted on their Sabbath , would not by a- 
ny means have robbed it of fo great antiquity ; had they 
had any ground to approve thereof , or not kno wne the 
contrary. So that the (cope of Mcfes in this prefent 
place, was not to Chew the time when ; but the occafion, 
why, the Lord did after fanftify the feventh day for a 
Sabbath day : viz.. becaufe that on that diy he refiedfrom 
the works, which he had created. 

(3) Nor was it other wile conceived,then that Me- 
fes here did (peake by way of Prolepfis, or Anticipation, 
till Ambrofe Catharin , one ot the great (ticklers in the 
TrenuCoHneett, opined the contrary. Hee in his Com- 
ment on that Text falls very toule upon Tofiatm and 
therein leads the dance to others, who have fince taken 
Dp the fame opinion. Ineptum eft qnodquidam commen- 
« tweft % &c. It is a foolifti thing (faith he) that , (as a 
« c certain Writer fancieth)the fandlification of that day 
" which Mofes (peaks of , fhould not be true as that 
<f very point of time whereof he (peaks it, but rather is 
c ^ to be referred unto the time wherein he wrote: as if 
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<c the meaning onely were, that then it (hould be fan* 
" ffified when it was ordered and appointed by the Law 
of Mofes* And this hee calls Commentum ineptum , & 
contra litcramipfam, & contra Mofeos declaration 
nem ; A foolifih and ablurd conceit, contrary unto Mo- 
fes words, and to his meaning. Yet the fame C*tkari* 
doth affirmc in the felt- fame Book, Script uris frequentif- 
Jimum effe, multa fer anticipationem narrare ; that no- 
thing is more frequent in the holy Scriptures, 9 then thefe 
anticipations. And in particular , that whereas it is laid 
in the former Chapter jnale and female created he them y 
per anticipationem dittumeffe non eft dubitandum > that 
(without doubt) it is fo faid by anticipation : the wo- 
man not being made,as he is of opinion, till the next day 
after,which was the Sabbath* For the ^Anticipation^ 
cites Saint Chrjfoflome, who indeed tels us on that text, 
ufts TTw't to tM&Tm yipvU) cot yt}Pvo$ cftiyri<raw, < 3ehold,&hh 
he 9 how that which was not dene as yet , is here related as 
if done already. He might have added, for that purpofe, 
Origen on the firft of Genets , and Gregory the Great, 
MoralJtb.^2\cap t p. both which take notice of a Pro- 
lepftS) or Anticipation in that place of Mofes. For the 
creation of the woman he brings in Saint Ierome> who 
in bis Tra<5t againfi the Iewes exprefly faith , mnlierem 
conditamfuijle dte feptimo, that the woman was created 
on the feventh day or Sabbath : to which this fatharin 
affents, and thinks that thereupon the Lord is faid to 
have finifhed all his works on the feventh dayjthat being 
the laft that hecreated.This leemes indeed to be the old 
tradition, if it be lawfull for me to digrefle a little: it be- 
ing (uppofed that Adam being wearied in giving names 
unto all creatures on the fixt day, in the end whereof he 
was created; did fall that night into a deepe and heavy 
fleepe:and that upon the Sabbath or the (eventh day 
morning, his fide was opened , and a rib tooke thence, ^stmbba 
tor the creation of the woman.So zAMguJHnus SttHchins %n $ en %t 
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reports the Legend* And this I have the rather noted, to 
meet with (^atharinns at his own weapon For whereas 
he concludes from the rtfi of God y that, without doubt, 
the inftitution of the Sabbath began upon that very day 
wherein God r<?^/:it(eems,by him, God did not who- 
ly reft upon that day, and fo we either muft have n o fab- 
£^Atobekept atall; orelfeit will be lawfull for us by 
the Lords example, to do what ever worke wee have to 
do,upon that day;and after fanflifie theremaynder.And 
yet I needs muftfay withall, that Catharintu wzs not 
the onely he,that thought God wrought upon the Sab- 
« li « , bath. Aretim alfo io conceived it.Dies itaquetota non fuit 
qmete tranfacta,fea perfect o of ere ejns detnceps qutevit, 
<c ut Hebrseus context m habet % The whole day was not 
cc fpent (faith he) in reft from labour, but then God re- 
<c fted when he had perfected all his works ; according 
" as the Hebrew Text informesus. Mercer a man well 
skilled in Hebrew y femt\h not but the Hebrew Text will 
7 Ge i beare that meaning. Who thereupon conceives that the 
jn en. i. f c V en ty Elders in the Tranflat ion of that place, did pur- 
pofely tranflateit, h t? «V?* tS Iktv % that oh the fixt 
day God finijhed all the work? that he had made, and after 
<c refied onthe f event h. And this they did, faith he , at 
« c omnem dnbttandi oecaftonem toller ent, to take away all 
<c hint of colle&ing thence, that God did any kinde of 
€i work on thzt day. For if he finiflied all his works on 
<f the feventh day, it may be thought(faith he)that God 
c< wrought upon it. Sain? Hurome noted this before, 
that the Greeks Text was herein different from the 
brew ; and turnes it as argument againft the Iewes ; and 
QtMtbr*. * t ' leir ri g id keeping of the Sabbath. lArclavimns 'igitur 
i/t 6m. Iudxos qm de ocio fabbati gloriantur , quod ]am tunc in 

principio fabbatum dijfolutnm fit , dum Bens operator in 
fabbato y complens opera fnaineo bene die ens ipfe diei y 
" qnUinipfo uiuer fa completer at. Here, faith the Fa- 
€ f ther, have wc brought the lews to a narrow ftreight, 
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<c who fo much glory in their Sabbath : as being 
cc broken even in the firft beginning, when God did. 
" worke upon that day , perfe&ing on the fame his 
<c workes, and therefore ble fling it, becaufe thereon hee 
" finished all the works which he had created. If fo, if 
God himfelfe did breake the Sabbath, as Saint Hierome 
turns upon the Iewes : we have fmall caufe to thinke that 
hee ftiould at that very time, irnpofe the Sabbath z^z 
La w, upon his creatures . 

(4) But to proceed. Others that have took part with 
Catharinus againft T ofiatu* Jaavehad as ill fuccefle as he; 
in being forced either to grant the ufeof anticipation in 
the holy Scripture; or el e to run upon a tenet, wherein 
they are not like to have any feconds.I wil inftance ©ne- 
ly in two particulars, both Englishmen, and both excee- 
ding zealous, in the prefent caufe. The firft is. DoElour 
Bound , who firft of all did fet a foot theft Sabbatarian 
Speculations in thtC hurch °* %*g l *»A > wherewith the vE<fr.p k% 
Church is ftildifquieted.He determines thus.I deny not, 
cc iaith hee , but that the Scripture fpeaketh often of 
<c things, as though they had beene fo before , becaufe 
<e they were fo then, when the things were written. As 
" when it is (aid of Abraham, that hee remooved unto a 
« Mountaine Eastward of Bethel, whereas it was not 
" called "Bethel, till above a iooyeares after. The like 
" may be laid of another place in the Book oiludges cal- 
« led Bochin, &c. yet in this place of Genefis it is not fo. 
« And why not fo in this,as well as thofe?Becaufe (faith 
* ht)Mofes entreateth there of the fanftification ©f the 
«< Sabbath, not onely becaufe it was f© then, when hee 
« wrote that Book,but I pecially becaufe it was fo even 
« from the Creation, Which by his leavers not fo much 
a reafon of his ©pinion, as a plain begging of the quefti- 
©n, Thefecond, DoElour Ames , the firft I take it , that MtduU Tbtol. 
(owcdBounds deftrine of the fabbath in the Netherlands, x j, 9. 
Who faith exprefly firft, and in general! terraes , hujuf* 
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modi prolepfees cxemplum nullum in totttfcriptura dari 
pofe,thzt no example of the like anticipation can be found 
in Scripture : the contrary whereof is already proved. 
After more warily, and in particular, de hujufmodi infti- 
tutione Proleptica,thatnoiuchinftitution islet down in 
Scripture^ by way of a Prolepfs or Anticipation , either 
in that bcok,or in any other. And herein,as before I faid, 
he is not like tofindeany feconds. We finde it in the 
fixteenth of Exodus, that thus Afofes hid. This u the 

_ f r , f thing which the Lord commandeth\ Fill an Omer of it [[of 
the Mannah^ to be kept for your generations , that they 
?nay fee the bread wherewith I have fed you in theWtl- 
dernes, when 1 brought you forth fom the landof<^<£gypt m 
It followethin the text, that^ the Lord commanded 

i ■ -H • Mofes, fo Aaron laid it up before the teftimony to be kept* 
Here is an ordinance of Gods,an institution of the Lord?, 
and this related in the fame manner, by anticipation, as 
the former was. Lyra upon the place affirmes exprefly, 
that it is fpoken there per anticipationem : and fo doth 
Vatablm too, in his Annotations on that Scripture; But 
to make fure worke of it, 1 muft fend DoElor Ames to 
fchoole to Calvin, who tds us on this text of Afofes, non 
cont exuit Moles hifloriam fuo ordine y fed narratione y 7i 
r~*j>.> t1 :< interpofita, melius confirmat, &c. Afofes, faith 
he, relates not here the hiftory in its place and order; 
but fets it downe by way of prolepfs or Anticipation. In- 
deed it could not well be otherwife interpreted. For 
how could Aaron lay up a pot oftMannah to be kept be- 
fore the teftimony, when as yet there was neither Arke, 
nor Tabernacle, and fo no teftimony before which to 
keep it? To bring this bufinefle to an end, Afofeshzth 
told us in the place before remetEbred, that the children 
of Ifraeldid eat Mannah forty ycares,vjhichis not other- 
w > 5 ' wife true, in that place and time, in which he tels it,but 
by the helpe and figure of anticipation. And this Saint 
Auflin noted in his que ft ions upon Exodus , Significat 
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fcriptura per Trclepfwfx. z.hoclcco commemorando quod 
ie etUmpofteafattuTn eft / This isexpYefled , faith he, in 
<c Scriprureby an anticipation: that is, by mentioning in 
a that place and time, a thing not done along while af- 
ter. And laftly, where Amefiuskxs it down for certain, 
that no man ctier thought of an anticipation in this place 
of Mofes, qui prajudicio aliquo de obfervatione diei Do* vttf. fapra. 
minicatnonfuit prim anticipate, who was not firft pof- 
fefled with fome manifeft prejudice , againft the fan&i- 
fyingofthe Lords day : this cannot poffibly be faid a- 
gainft Toft at hs, whohad no enemy to encounter,nor no 
opinion to oppofe, and fo no prejudice. We conclude 
then, that for this patTage of the Scripture, we finde not 
any thing unto the contrary, but that it was fetdo wn in 
that place and time,byaplaineand meere anticipation^ 
and dgth relate unto the time wherein Mofes wrote: 
And therefore no fufficient warrant to fetch the inftitn- 
tion of the Sabbath^ from the firft beginnings. One onely 
thing I have to adde, and thats the reafon which moved 
Mofes>iQ make this mentionof the Sabbath^vtn in the 
firft beginning of the Book of God,and (o long time be- 
fore the of thefame. Which doubtieffe was, 
the better to excite the Jews to obferve that day , from 
which they feemed at firft to be much averfe: and there- 
fere were not onely to be minded of it , by a Memento 
in the front of the Coinmandrnent;biuby an intimation 
of the equity and reafon of it , even in the entrance of 
Gods Book, derived from Gods firft refting on that day 
af rer all his works. Theodore t hath Co refolved it, in his ^ • 
Queftions on the Book of Genefis, Maxime autem Ju- ^ " * ' 
dais iftafcribensy necejfario pofuit hsc^fantlificavit eum, 
ut ma'pre cult* profequantur Sabbatum^Hoc enim in h gi- 
bus fanciendis inquit, fex die bus creavit D c us, &c. Mofes, 
laith he, writing thefe things for the ufe and benefit of 
xhzfews, was of neceffitie to fet downe the (anBifying 
of rhe.$4^4fA,atthis plac/and time,thatfothey might 
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obferueit with the greater reverence. 

(5)1 faid an intimation of the equity and reafbn of it, 
for thats as much as can be gathered from that place: 
though fome have laboured what they could,to make the 
fanElifying of the feventh day> therein mentioned, a pre- 
cept given by God to our Father Adam , touching the 
fanftifying of that day,to his publick worlhip. Of this I 
fliallnot now fay much, becanfethe pra<flice will difc 
prove it. Onely I cannot but report the minde and 
jwdgement of Pererius a learned Iefuite. Who amongfl: 
other reafons which he hath alledged, to prove the ob- 
f er vation of the Sabbath , not to have took beginning in 
the firft infancy of the World, makes this for one : that 
generally the Fathers have agreed on this, Deum non a- 
Hud impofuijfe Adamo praceptum, emnino pofitivum y nifi 
iUud de non edend§ fruElu arbor is fcientU, &c % that God 
impofed no other law on Adam, yvhich was plainly po- 
fitive y then that of not eating the forbidden fruit of the 
Tree of knowledge. Of the which Fathers, fiace he 
hath inftanced in none particularly , I will make bold to 
lay before you Come two or three ; that fo out of tie 
moHthesof two or three witness the truth hereof may 
beefiab/ified. And firft we \\weTcrtullian y who re- 

<.v lueacs, folves it thus. Namque in principio mundiipfi Adse & 
<c Ev# legem dedit,&c. In the beginning of the World, 
" the Lord commanded Adam and Sve that they fiould 
« not eat of the fruit of the tree , which is in the middle of 
" the Garden. W hich Law (faith he) had beene fuffici- 
" ent for their juftification, had it beene obferved. For 
C£ in that Law, all other precepts were included, which 

jejmo. u afterwards were given by Mofes. Saint Bajtl next, 
whotels us firft, that abftinence or fafting was com- 
manded by the Lord in Paradife. And then , -:•.'> :>-<v~^ 

; east's!/ A /:■ 1 /^n 78£tMa 3 Tfc JivdcteiV KctKoV ^ mVti&VJ* 

« <pctyc7w,Scc. the firft Commandement given by God 
<; to Adam was, that he fhould not eat of the tree of 
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knowledge, T he very fame,which is affirmed by Saint 
Ambrofe in another language, Et utfeiamm non efe no* 
vumjejunium, frimam tUic legem, \i.e, in Paradife]^**- 
ftitmt de jejumo. That we may kno w,faith this good Fa- Lib dt Eiiafr 
ther, that abftinence or fafting is no new invention, the je]«»ii>c«3» 
firft Law which the Lord proclaimed \x\Paradife y was 
that of fafting. See to this purpofe Chryfoft.hom 14. & 
1 6, on the bookeofGW)£f; Auftinde Civit.l. 14.^.12. 
and many other Chriftian Doftors of all times andages, 
who do from hence aggravate the offence of Adam, in 
that he had but one commandment impofed on him, 
and yet kept it not. So petfedtly agree in this, the grea- 
teft lights both of African, tbe Eaflerne, and the Weft- 
erne Churches. If !o,if that the law of abftinence had 
hectic alone fufficient for the /uftification of our Father 
Adam, as TtrtuHian thinks ;©r if it were the firft law, 
given by God unto him, as both Saint Bafil and Saint 
Amhofezrc of opinion: the onelyLaw, as both Saint 
Auftin and the Schoole-men thinke : then was there no 
fuch law ait all, then made, as that of fanZlifjing of the 
Sabbath;ov elfenot made according to that time and 
order, wherein this paffage qf the Scripture is layed 
downe by Mofes. And if not then, there is no other 
ground for this Commandment in the Book of God, be- 
fore thewandfingof Gods people in the Wildernefle, 
and the fall of Mannah. A thing focleare, thatfomecf 
thofe , who willingly would have the Sabbath to have 
beene kept from the firft Creation ; have not the confi- 
dence to afcribe the keeping of it, to any ordinance of 
God, but onely to the voluntary imitation of his people. 
And this is Torniellns way, amongft many others, who 
though he attribute to Enos both let formes of prayer, A>m.z^» 
and certain* times by him fele&ed for the performance 
of that duty ; pracipue vero diebtu Sabbat i , efpecially 
upon the Sabbath: yet he refblves it as before, that fuch 
as fan&ified that day, if fuch there were : non ex precept 0 
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dtvino, quod nullum tunc extabatjedex pet ate folum, id 
Urn die 7. cgijjei were not obliged io to do, by any precept from 
" the Lord,none (uch being given,but onely of an arbi- 
€i trade pietie. Of this opinion doth Mercer alfo feeme 
to be, as before I noted. So that in this particular point, 
the Fathers and the moderne Writers ; the Papifl and the 
Proteftanty agree moft lovingly together. 

(6) Much leffe did any of the Father s,ox other anci- 
ent Chriftian Writers, conceive that fandtifyingof the 
Sabbath, or one day in feven, was naturally ingrafted in 
the minde of man, from his firft creation* Its true, they 
tell us of a Law, which naturally was ingrafted in him.So 
m Rom 7. 1 2. Chryfoflome affirmes, that neither Adam y nor any other 
towj.ia. man, did ever live without the guidance of this Law: 
and that it was imprinted in the loule of man, affoone as 
he was made a living creature. «ts $ h AJ^^^Xtz a 

™> as that Father hath ir. But neither he nor any other, 
did ever tell us that the Sabbath was a part of this law of 
nature: nay, fome of them exprefly have affirmed the 

in e\ub t c<2o. contrary. Theodoret for example,that thefe Command- 
<c ments, Thou [halt net k{H{ThouJhalt not commit aduU 
* c tery.Thon fhalt not fteale> and others of that kinde, 
c< alios quoqnc homines naturaedocuit y were generally 
" implanted by the law of nature, in the minds of men. 
< c But for the keeping of they*££/f^,itcamenotin by 
< r nature, but by Mofeshvj.At Sabbati obfervandi y non 
" natura magtftra^fed latio legis. So Theodoret, And an- 

Jn Rom 3 . f werably thereunto Sedulius doth divide the law , into 
three chiefe parts. Whereof the firft is de Sacramentis, 
of fignes and Sacraments, as fircumcijionyznd the Pajfe- 
over: the fecond is, qua congruit legi naturah, the body 
of the Law of nature^ and is the fummary of thofe things 
which are prohibited by the words of God : the third 
and tett,fattorum,oi rites and ceremonies (for fo I take 

h 
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it is his meaning) as new JUoones and J abbot hs : which 

clearly doth exempt the fabbath, fbm having any thing 

to do with the law of nature. " And Damafcen affures 

cc us too, that when there was no law enadted, nor any oe ortbei pit 

« Scripture infpired by God, that then there was no /.4*tf*« 

fahbath neither,^ ''te $ *jl h vo/m?, * y&w Ssottv^V, iJi ?3 

« <mgCa,7w t&j 0g&r aV$? am To which three Ancients we 

might adde many more of thele later times, * Rjvetmd * Jn Dec*kg. 

Ames) and divers others, who though they plead hard *MtduU& 

for the antiquity of the fabbath; dare not referre thekee- moi ^ Zt €tl$n 

ping of it, to the /aw of nature: but onely (as we lhall fee 

anen)unto^fiwAw* anc * divine commandment. But 

hereof we fliall fpeake more largely , when we are 

come unto the promulgating of this Law , in the time 

of Mofes : where it will evidently appeare to be a 

fofitive Constitution onely, fitted peculiarly to the 

lews ; and never otherwise efteemedof , then a Iewijfs 

ordinance* 

(7) Its true, that all men generally have agreed on 
this,that it is confonant to the law of nature to fet apart 
fome time to Gods publicke fervice : but that this time 
ftiould rather he the feventh dap then any other, that 
they impute Hot unto any thing in nature ; but either to 
divine, legally or Eccle ft attic all inftitution . The Schoolc- 
men, Papifts, Protectants, men of almoft all perfwafions 
in religion,have to refolved it. And for the Ancients,our 
venerable Bede affures us, that to the Fathers before the 
Cc law, all dayes were equall ; the feventh day having no 
cc prerogative before the others :and this he cals natura- 
cc lis fabbati libertate, the liberty of the naturalfabbath % in Lu^\ 9 . 
" which ought ( faith he) to be reftored at our Saviours 
comming. If fo, if that the fabbath, or time of reft unto 
the Lord, was naturalty'left free and arbitrary, then cer- 
tainly it was not reftraind more unto one day then ano- 
ther 5 or t© the feventh day , more than to the Jixth or 
eighth JEven Ambrofe Catharines ftput a champion as h e 

C was, 
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was, for the antiquity of the fabbath, finds himfelfe at a 
lofieaboutit. For having took for granted, as he might 
indeed, that men by the prefcriptof nature, were to af- 
figne peculiar times for the fervice ©f God ; and adding 
that the very Gentilesukd lo to do: is faine to fhut up all 
*' with an Ignoramus. Nefcimus mo do quern diem pr<t- 
u cipueobfervaruntprifci Mi Dei cult ores. We cannot 
" well refolve (faith he) what day efpecially was ob- 
<c ferved, by thofe who worfhipped God, ia the times 
©f old. Wherein he doth agree exa&Iy with Abulenfis, 
againft whom principally he tooke up the bucklers;who 
could have taught him this , if he would have learnt of 
" fuch a Mafter, that howfoever the Hebrew people, or 
" any other, before the giving of thi Law, were bound 
<c to(tt2Cpaxt feme time >ior religious duties: non tamen 
In fixoi 20. u magit infabbato, quam in quolibet aliorum d$erum y ytt 
iu <* were they no more bound to the fabbath day f than 
t© any other. So for the Proteftant Writers, tw© of the 
greateft Advocates of the fabbath, have refolved accor- 
dingly, guiddietille folennk unus debeat effe in fepti- 
mana, hoc pofithi juris eft; thats sAmcfius doftrine. And 
Rjvet alfo faith the famcLegem de Sabbato > poftivam, 
non naturalem agnofcimus. The places were both cited 
in the former Se^ion; and both do make the fabbath a 
meere pofitive law, no prefcript of nature. But what 
need more be faid in to deare a cafe ; or what needs fur- 
ther Witness be pr©duced, to give in evidence* when 
we hvttconfitentem reum> For Dodlor Bound, who firft 
amongftus, here,endevoured to advance the Lords day 
into the place of the Iewifk fabbath ; and fained a pedi- 
gree of the fabbath, even from Adams mhnciti hath 
herein faid eneugh to betray his caufe > and thofe, who 
fince have either built upon his foundation jor beautified 
their undertakings with hiscolle&ions. u Indeed (faith 
ct he) this law was given in the beginning, not fo much 
a by the light of nature, as the reft of the nine Coin 

mandments* 
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" mandments were ; bat by exprefle words when God 
" lanftified it. For though this be in the law ef nature, 
cc that tome dayes fliould be feparated to Gods wor- 
u Hiip, as appeares by the pra&ice of the Gentiles : yet 2 Edit p.ii,& 
€€ that it fliould be every feventh day, the Lord hirnfelfe * 6 • 
u (et down in exprefle words ; which otherwif e by the 
" light of nature they could never have found. So that 
by his confeffion, there is no fabbath to be found in the 
law of nature: no more then by the teftimony of the Fa- 
thers, in any pofitive law y or divine appointment, untill 
the Decalogue wasgiven by Mofes. 

(8) Nay,Dodtor 'Bound goeth further yet ; and robs 
his friends and followers of a fpeciall argument. For 
where Danaus asks this queftion,«^/ one offevenjrather 
then one of eight, or nine ;and thereunto makes anfwer, 
that the number offevendoth fgnifie perfection and per- 
petuitie: " Firft, (aith the Do&or, I do not fee that pro- 
<c ved,that there is any fach myfticall (ignification , ra- u. p ,e 9t 
c< ther than of my other. And though that were gran t- 
c< ed, yet d© I not find that to be any caule at all in Scri- 
<f pture, why the feventh day fliould be commanded to 
c< he kept holy, rather then the Jixt h y or eighth. And in 
<c the former page, The fpeciall reafon why the feventh 
<c day fhould be rather kept than any other, is not the 
c « excellencie or perfection of that number, or that there 
<c is any myftery in it , or that God delighteth more in 
< c it, then in any other; though, Iconfefle (faith he) that 
c < much is faid that way,both in divine and humane wri- 
ters. Much hath beene faid therein indeed, to much, that 
we may juftly wonder at the ftrange niceties of tome 
men,and the unprofitable pains they have took amongft 
them, in fearching out the myfteriesef this number; the 
better to advance,as they conceive,the reputation of the 
fabbath. Aug. Stemhiushzth affirmed in generall , that toG***. 
this day and number,is moft naturall and moft agreeable 
to divine imployments, and therefore in otmi at ate inter 

C 2 omnes 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



l8 Chap. I. TbeHiftbryef Part. r. 
omnes gentes habitus vonerabilu & facer , accounted in 
all times and Nations, holy and venerable ; and fo have 
many others faid fince him.But he that led the way anto 
him, and to all the reft, is Philo the lew; who being a 
great follower of <Platos, took up his way of trading in 
themyfteries offeverall numbers: wherein he was fo in- 
tricate and perplexed, that numero Platonis obfeurim^ 

TuH. ad Attict. ^ § row n ialt into a Prover ^ e - T ^ is p hU* therefore 
y.EpLiz. Platonizing>SrfktelsuB of thimumber of feven, • 

Ve mmdi opifi- &7?f in&vcof c£vvjwrvii<nu Mvcutv tLuu <pv<nv cw-rif s , that he per- 

i wades himfelfe, there is not any man able fufficiently 
to extoll it; as being farre above all the powers of Rhe- 
torical and that the Pythagoreans (from them firft Plato 
learnt thole trifles) did ufually refemble it, iyipj/vtflt 
evpMLV7»r r cvtn to love himfelfe. Then, that Hippocrates 
doth divide the life of man into feven ages , each age 
containing/^*/; full yeares ; to which the changes of 
mans conftitution are al framed & fitted;as alio that the 
Beare, or Ar&urm&s tbey ufe to call it, and the conftel- 
lation called the Pleiades, conR&ot feven ftarresfeve- 
rally,neither moreuor lefle.He feews us alfo,how mueh 
m km M19 1. Hature * s delighted in this number,xWp« 3 i <pj<ns iejbpdj> 9 
^ * ' as viz,, that there are /even Planets, and that the Moone 
qaartereth every feventh day, that Infants borne in the 
fevwth moneth are u(vally like.enough to live;that there 
arc feven fever all motions of the body, feven intrails> 
fo many outward members,/^/*?;* W<?j-, or out- lets, in 
the fame, feven forts of excrements ; as alfo that the fe- 
venth is the critical/ day in moft kindes of maladies. And 
to what purpofe this, and much more ©f the fame con- 
dition, every where fcattered in his Writings ; but to 
devife fome naturall reafoa for the Sabbath? For fo he 
jp.Euftb.Pra* manifefts himfelfe in another place* Ti. 587*7* i^/bw* 
ptrJ.c j* »«A> yip /q/m wjm< w<rcu, &c, " Now why God chofe the 
cc y*^^^f7,andeftablillieditbylaw, for the day of 
ii reft, yon need not aske at all of me j face both Phyfi- 

ciams 
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« cians y and Philo[ophers> have fo oft declared,of what 
<c great power and vertue that number is, as in all other 
" things, fo efpecially in the nature and ftateof man. 
« OuT&iTirtiCJb'u*isKip<. And thus (faith he ) you have 
u the reafbn of the feventh day-fabbath. Indeed Philo- 
fophersjand PbjficUns, and other learned men of great 
name and credit , have fpoken much in honour of the 
number off even $ and feverally impute great power tin- 
to it in the works of nature,and feverall changes of man9 
body. Whereof fee Qenforinui de Die natali y cap. I 2. 
Varro in Gelliuslib. 3 . cap. 1 o. Hippocrates^ Solon^nd 
Hermippus *Berit ns'm the fixth Book of Clemens of Alex- 
Andria jbefides divers others. Nay it grew up fohigh 
in the ©pinion of feme men , that they derived it at the 
laft,^ to nC*w$9ue. from the reverence due unto it. 
So Philo tels us. Macrobius alfb faith the fame. Apud 
veteresl^^vocitatur quod Graco nomine teftabatur ve- D tU^is AHt- t 
nerationem debit am numero : as he , in Somnio Scipio- & 0r,% 
nis. 

(9) But other men as good as they, finde no fuch my- 
fterie in this number , but that the reft may keepe pace 
with it, if not go before it : andfomeofthofe which fb 
much magnifie the feventh, have found, as weighty my- 
fteries, in many ©f the others alfo. In which I ftiall the 
rather enlarge my felfe , that feeing the exceeding great 
both contradiction and contention , that is betweene 
them in the/e needlefle curiofities $ we may the better 
finde the flightneffe of thole arguments, which feeme to 
place a great moralitie in this number offeven; as if it 
were by nature,the moft proper number, for the fervice 
of God k And firft, whereas the learned men before men- 
tioned, affix a fpeciall power unto it, in the works of na- 
ture, lupine the Martyr plainly tels us, ©e*V tW Mv&tuv Rtfponf* ad 
f pJ<noc 9 &c* that the accomplifliment of the works 
c< of nature is to be afcribed to nature onely, not 

unto any period of time accounted by the num- 

C 3 ber 
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t€ ber oi/even • and that they oft rimes come to their 
c< perfection, fooner, or later , then the faid periods: 
fC which could not be , in cafe that nature were obfer- 
<{ vant of this number, as, they fay, fhe is, and not this 
cc number tyed to the courfeof nature. W» tG/W* Sp tfoy 
" aivct 4 iM&ndaim >ffi i<>y»v f Qvtreax, &c. Therforef faith 
" he) this number hath no influence on the works of 
nature.Then whereas others attributed know not what 
perfection to this number, above all the reft ; Q gero 

DeR(publ 1 4 ^ rmin g c ^ at lt ls $l enHS numerus\ Macrobius , that it ii 
nnmcrm folidus & perfc&tu : Bedinus doth affinne ex- 
prefly, Ncutrum de feptenarU did poteft , that neither 
of thofe attributes is to be afcribed unto this number; 
then, that the eighth number is a foiid number, although 
notzpcrfetl one; the fixt, a pcrfctt number alfo. Now as 
Bodinus makes the eighth more folid, and the fixth more 
perfett; fo Servius on thefe words of Virgil* Septima poft 

u Gt&git. i. decimam feslix, preferres the tenth number a farre deale 
before it : Z?t primum locum decima ferat , qua Jit valde 
foeluc;fecundum feptima, ut qua peft decima fosticitatem 
' f nd f e€Hn ^ 4 f n ' Nay, which mayleeme more ftrange then 
rms \un a. ^ c Arithmeticians generally,as we read in Ny(fen, 
make this feventh number, to be utterly barren and un- 
fraitfull, on ns <^hvb» ttA i^^tw.But to go forwards 
in this matter. Macrobius who before had faid of this 
number of /even, that it is plenus & venerabilujboth full 
and venerable; hath in the fame Book (aid of the num- 
ber of *ne, that i t is principium & finis omnium , the be- 
ginning and the endof all things , and that it hatb a Ipe- 
ciall reference orrelemblanceuntoGod on high: which 
is by farre the greater commendation of the two. And 

in Ami s. ffierim, that however there be many myfteries in the 
number ok (event prima tamen beatitude eft, effe in prima 
numero,ytt the prime happineffe or beatitude is to be 
fought for in the firft. So for the third, Origen generally 

in G«. affirmes that itntptw facramcntis^ even made for my- 

fteries: 
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fteries: & feme particulars he nameth. Macrobim find* 
eth in it all the naturall faculties of the foule; a*>/*™ h ^ or 
rationally" w)p,or irafcible,and laft ot allc^^^sor 
concupifcible. Saint Athanafim makes it equall altoge- ji&Antmb. 
ther with the feventh^ the one being no leffe memorable * ' • 
for the holy Trinity ,then the other for the Worlds Of *- 

And Servins on thefe words of Virgil, Numera inEcin.%. 
Deus impare gaudet, faith that the Pythagoreans hold it 
for a perfeft number, and do referable it unto God 9 a quo 
principium, & medium, & finis efl. Yet on the contrary, 
TSodinus takes up Arifiotle, Plutarch , zndLattantitiSj DertpubJ^ 
forfayingthatthe^Wisa^r/>^ number : there being 
in his reckoning, but foure perfect numbers in 100000; 
which are 6. 2 8. 4<?6.and 8128. Next for the fourth, 
Philo, not onely hath aflured vs, that it is <*e*3^V tb'aw®-, oe mundl op f. 
a perfect number, wherein Bodinus contradiifls him: but 
tnat it is highly honoured,as amongft Phihfephers, fo by 
Mofes alio, who hath affirmed of it, that it is, £yQ-£ Oe Akahmn. 
ouvir©-, botf\ holy, and praile-werthy too. And for the 
myfteries thereof, Clemens of Alexandria teh us , that 
both Jehovah in the Hebrew, and in the Greek?, 
confifteth of foure letters onely: and fo doth Bens in the Strom J, 5, 
Latine. iV^'^^» further doth enforme us, that as the 0 W>44# 
feventh arqoagft the Hebrews ,fo was the fourth honour- 
ed by the Pythagoreans : nv $ opnov mmUvinx^ and that 
they ufed to fweare thereby, when they took an oath. 
Yet for all this Saint %Ambrofe thought this number not 
alone unprofitable^ but even dangerous alfo. Nnmerum 
quar turn pier ique aavent,& inutile putant, as he in his 
Hexaemeron. Then for the fifth, Macrobins tels us, that T]u t 
it comprehendeth all things both in the Heavens above, ~" T ' 
and the earth below. And yet by Origen it is placed inUv.bom.i6. 
indifferently, partly in landabilibus , partly in culpa - 
; there htm%five foolifh Virgins, fox the five wife 

ones. 

( 1 o) Now let us look upon the fixth, which * Beda * 7# Gau. 
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reckonech to be numerm perfeftm \ and Todin, *primm 
perfeBorum. * Phtlo, and generally the * Pythagoreans 
doaffirme thefame. Yetthefame Bodin tels us in the 
telfe-fame Booke, that howfoever it be thefirft perfect 
number, fuch as according unto Plato* did fort moi fitly 
with the workmanlliip of God : Videmtu tamen vilify 
funis animantibus a>nvenire y ytt was it proper, in fome 
fbrt,to the vileft creatures. As for the eighth, Hefy chins 
makes it an expreflion, or figure of the world to come. 
Macrobius, tels us that the Pythagoreans ufed it as an 
HteroglyphickjA ja{{icc 3t ^uiaprimfu omnium folvttur in 
numeros pariter pares ;bccaufeit will be alwaiesdivifible 
into even or equall members. Nay, whereas thofe of<»^ 
t hens did ufe to facrifice to Neptune, on the eighth day ok 
every moneth; Plutarch hath found out fuch a rryfticall 
reafon for it, out of the nature of that number, as others 
m the number of feven,iox the moralitie of the Sabbath 4 
" They facrifice (faith he) to Neptune on the eight day 
" of every monetn, becaufethe number of eight is the 
* firft £/*£<?,made ofeven numbers,and the double of the 
u firft fquare : vi ^qvi^mv £ Jhuhrnvv uikhw Iwv $ 0e? 
" </Wut*f, which doth reprefent an immoveable ftead- 
u faftnefle,properly attributed to the might of Neptune; 
" whom for this caufe we mmtJifyhalim and r^o^?, 
" which figntfieth the fafe keeper and flayer of the 
earth. As ftrong an argument for the one,as any my fiery. 
or moralitie derived from numbers > can be for the other. 
But if we look upon the tenth y we finde a greater com- 
mendation given to that , then to the Jiventh : yea, by 
thofc very men themfelues, to whom the (eventh appea- 
red lo facred. Philo affirmes thereof, * that of all num- 
bers, it is moft * abfolute and complete ; not meanly cele- 
brated by the Prophet Mofes ; moft proper and familiar 
unto God himfelfe ; * that the powers and vertues of it 
are innumerable : and finally, that learned men did call 
it A&Jk quafi c/^'efe, becaufe it comprehended in it 

fclfc, 
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~Chap. I. 33 



felfe, all kind of numbers. With whom agree Macrobins, 
who ftilesic perfettiJfimHm, the moft perfed: 

number ; and * Clemens sAlexandrinus , who gives it *- Str * mtl °* 
both the attributes of holinefle and perfe&ion , * Nazi- * §huadAn- 
anient and * tAthanafim are as full as they,|And here this tioch. \ i . 
number feemes to me to have got the better : there being * otai,%. 
nothing fpoken in di/grace of this , as was before of the 
feventhjby feverall Authors there remembred.So that for 
ought I lee, in cafe this argument be good, for the morali- 
ty of the Sabbath, we may make every day , or any day a 
Sabbath, with as much reafon as the feventh : and keepe 
it on the tenth day, with beft right of all. Adeo argumen- 
taab abfurdo petit a y ineptoshabent exitm, laid Lattanttm 
truly. Nay.., by this reafbn , wee need not keepe a Sab- 
bath oftner, then every thirtieth day, or every fiftieth, or 
every huadreth :becaafe thofe numbers have beene no- 
ted alio to containe great my fteries , and to be perfedler 
too then others. For Origen hath plainly told us , that if 
we looke into the Scriptures, invenies mult a magnarum Jn Gtn hm 1 4 
rerum gefia fnb tricenario & quinquagenario contineri;we 
fliallfinde?many notable things delivered to us in the 
numbers of thirty and fifty. Of fifty more particularly, 
Phil* affirmes upon his credit , that it is *>»W©- $ Dev j t4Mh 
<t\j<rtM>TcLT& dexQuSv> theholieft and moft naturall of all temp, 
other numbers : and Origen conceived fo highly of it, 
that he breaks out into a timeo hujm nnmerifecreta difcu- 
tere , and dur ft not touch upon that firing. So laftly for in num. hm 8. 
the Centenary ,- the fame Authour tels us , that it is plenns 
and perfe&ut , noonemoreabfolute. We may have Safe juG^nbm.u 
Baths at our will, either too many, or too few,if this plea " 
be good. 

( 1 1 ) Yea, but perhaps, there may be fomething in 
the Scripture^ whereby the feventh day may bee thought 
more capable,in nature, ok fo high an honour. Some have 
fo thought indeed , and thereupon have muttered up all 
thofe Texts of Scripture , in which there hath bcene any 

good 
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good exprcffed or intimated, which concerncs this num- 
ber, or is reducible unto it. BeUarmine never took more 
pains,out of that freitlefie Tepic^to produce feven Sacr*- 
ments : then they have done from thence to derive the 
Sabbath . I need not either name the men, or recite the 
places : both are knowne fafficiently. Which kinde of 
proofe if it be go©d, we are but where wee were before, 
amongft our Ecclefiafticall and humane Writers. In 
this, the Scriptures will not helpe us, or give the feventh 
day naturally, andinitfdfe, more capability or fitnefle 
for Gods wor (hip , then the ninth or tenth. For firft the 
Scripture gives not more honour to this number in (bene 
Texts thereof, then it detra&s from it in others : and fe- 
condly,.they Ipeak as highly of the other numbers,as they 
do of this. ThelefuiteP'wjfff fhallftandup , to make 
in uerr 4 v:n.iv. good the firft ; and Doflour Cracanthorp to avow the 
fecond. Pererins firft refolves it cleerly , numerum Sep' 
tenarium etiam in rebus pefjimis & execrandisf&penumero 
pofitum ejje in Scriptura facrt: that the feventh number 
is oft ufed in Scripture,to fignifie the vileft and moft exe- 
crable things. As for example. The evilljpirit(iz\th Saint 
cc Luke ) brought with him feven (piritswor/etbenhim- 
<c felfe : and out of Mary Magdalen, did Chrift caft out 
cc [even D evils >as Saint Marke telsus.So in the Revelati* 
" on, Saint fohn informes us of a Dragon, that had feven 
Cc heads^nd feven crowves, asalfb o? feven plagues, fent 
* c into the earth, md feven Vie Is of Gods wrath powred 
" out upon it. (He might have told us had he lifted, that 
the purple beaft whereon the great Whore rid, had feven 
heads Mo , and that fliee fate upon feven Mountains.) 
" It's true ( faith hee) which D avid tds us, that he did 
<c prayfeGod feven times a day : but then as true it is, 
" vthichSolome n hath told us , that the jufi man faUetb 
u feven times a day. So in the Book of Genefs, wee have 
feven leane kine, mdfeven thinne cares of Come ; as well 
as feven fat Kine , and feven full Eares : To proceed no 
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farther. Pererim hereupon makes this generall refoluti- 
on of the cafe; Apparet igitur eofdem nt*meros> aque in bo- 
nk &maluponi,& ufurpariin facrafcriptura*: Hence it if 
manifcft, laith he, that the fame numbers frequently are 
ufed in Scripture, both for good and evill. Next whereas f^V % 
thofe of RomcjM before I noted, have gone the fame way * * 
to find out feven Sacraments; our Cracantherpe, to fhew 
cc thevanitieof that argument , doth the like, for the 
cc proofe of two. Quod & fi nobis fas ept y &c. If it 
* l were lawfullfor us to take this courfe,wee could pro- 
<€ duce more for the number of two, then they can for [e- 
« vcn. As for example, God made two great Lights in 
« c the Firmament , and gave to man two eyes, two eares, 
€t twoizety two hands, npoarmes. There were mo Na- 
" tions in the vyombeof Rebecca >two Tables of the Law, 
<c two Cherubiris , two Sardonich ftones f in which were 
cc written the nataies of the fonnes of Ifrael. Thou fhalt 
cC offer to the Lovd 3 two Rams, two Turtles,* wo Lambes 
<c ofayeereold, two young Pigeons, two Hee-goats, 
Cf two Oxen for a peace-offering. Let ns make two Trum- 
c< pets, two Doorcsofthe wood of Olives, two Nets,w* 
c< Pillars. There were two Homes of the Lambe, two 
« Candlefticks,/w Olive branches, two Witneffes, two 
cc Prophets, two Teftaments; and upon wComman- 
" dements hang all the Law and the Prophets , faith our 
« Saviour. Congruentiis facile vinceremtu^ ft nobis in bunc 
« campnm defcendere tibet>&c.We fhouldf faith he Jpre- 
" fume of aneafie vidtory, fhould wee thus dally with 
<€ congruities,as doe thole of Rome. Hence we conclude, 
that by the light of Scripture, wee fiflide not any thing in 
nature, why either every feventh day fhould; or every fe~ 
condday fihouldnotbea Sabbath. Notto fay any thing of 
the other numbers , of which the like might be affirmed, 
if we would trouble our felvet about it. 

(n) Its true , this trioke of trading in the myfter iet 
of numbers, is of long ftanding in the Church, and of no 
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26 Chap. i x TbeHiJloryof Part.i* 

lelle danger : firft borrowed from the Platonifts and the 
Pythagoreans, by the ancient Her e ticks, Marcion 9 V*lenti- 
nHsZBafilideS) and the reft of that damned crew? the bet- 
ter to difguife their errours, and palliate their impieties. 
Some of the Fathers afterwards took up the devife , per- 
haps tofoile the Hereticks at their own weapons: though 
many of them purpofely declined it. Sure I zm,Chryfoftom 
'* diflikes it. Who on thofe words in the feventh of Genefis, 

byfeven and by fcven{ which is the number n©w debated) 
doth inftrudl us thus. noMoi m^d mel t*tx pu$v\oy5w 9 

€t vvvnu>-&c. Many (faith he) do tell ftrange matters of 
<c this fa&, and taking an occafion hence,make many ob- 
" fervations out of feverall numbers. Whereas not ob- 
ec fervation, butonely an unfeafonablecuriofitie, hath 
<c produced thole fiftions, f/ oflsp £ ttkh*s twV w£nco v 
tc £T5'^«w, from whence fo many herefies had their firft 
" originall. For oftentimes (that out of our abundance 
<c we may fit their fancies) wee findetheevenorequall 
" number, no lefle commemorated in holy Scripture ; as 
" when God fentout his Difciples by two , m&two : 
" when he chofe twelve Apoftles, and left foure Evange- 
<c lifts. But thefe things it were needlefle to fuggeft to 
Cc you , who have fo many times been leffened, rot* m&- 
Ton dvoQyiilev Tv.s to ftop your eares againftfuch 

leC'Vit Dei, follies. Saint AHgufiinez\(o, though hee had defcanted a 
1 l,c 3 1# while upon the my fteries of this number : yet hee cuts off 
liimfelfe , in the very middle, as it were Nefcientiolam 
fuamleviter magis quam utiliter , jattarevetle vide at ur • 
left hee ftiould feeme to (hew his reading , with mote 
pride, then profit. And thereupon hee gives this ex- 
cellent rule, which I could wifh had beene more prafti- 
fed in this cafe ; Habenda eft itaque ratio miderationis & 
gravitatu 9 nt forte cum de numero multumloquimur, men* 
furam& fondm negligerejudicemur. We muft not take 
* c faith hee, fo mucfelieedof numbers, that wee for- 
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u get at thelaft, both weight and meafure.And this we 
fliould the rather do , becaufe that generally there is no 
rule laid down, ©r any reafon to be given in nature, why 
lonae particular numbers have been let apart for particu- 
lar u(es, when other numbers might have fervea : why 
Jericho fhould be rather compafled feven times, then fix 
or eight \ why ^Abraham rather trained three hundred 
and eighteene of his (ervants, then three hundred and 
twenty, or why his fervant took ten Camels with him 
into fadan csfram,and not more or lefle : with infinite 
others of this kinde, in the Law Lovittcall. Yet I deny 
not,but that (bme reafon maybe given, why in the Scri- 
pture,things are f© often ordered by fevens and fevensi ^ „ . 
viz*, as Jttfiin Martyr tels p* <?vA&yJti' fi wfc tS yjqi* jj£ lim] ' a 
miYxncos ,the better to preferve the memory of the worlds 
Creation. Another reafon may be added, which is, by 
this inculcating of the number otfevenpntQ the/w/jto 
make that people, who otherwife were at firft averfe 
from it, as before T noted , continually mindfull ©t the 
Sabbath : Numcrum feftenarium f rafter S Mat urn In- ln 
dtps familiar em ejfe, being the obfervation of S. Hierom* 
To draw this point unto an end, It is apparant by what 
hath before been (poken, that there is no Sabbath to be 
found in the beginning of the World, or mentioned as a 
thing done,in the 2. of Genefisfithex on any ftrength of 
the Text it felfe ; or by immediate ordinance and com- 
mand from God , colle&ed from it ; or by the law and 
light of nature, imprinted in the fcule of man, at his firft 
creation : much lefle by any naturall fitnefc in the num- 
ber ■of/wujwhereby it was moft capable,in it lelfe,of fo 
high an honour .Which firft premifed,we fhall theeafier 
fee, what hath been done in point of pra&ice. 
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28 Chap.,2. 



TheHipryof 



Part, u 



Chap. II. 

T hat there was doSabbath kept,from 
the Creation, to the Floud. 



( i ) Gods reft upon the feventh day, and from n hat he 
refted. (2) Zanchius conceit touching the fanftifying 
of the firfi feventh day, by Chrift onr Saviour. (3) The 
like 0/Torniellus, touching the fan&ifying of the fame, 
by the Angels in heaven. (4) A generall demonstration 
that the Fathers before the Law,*&* not keep the Sabbath. 
( 5 ) Of Adam, that he kept not the Sabbath. (6 ) That 
Abel, and Seth did not keep the Sabbath. (7) Of Enos, 
that he kept not the Sabbath. (%) That Enoch and Mc- 
thufalem did not k?*p the Sabbath. (9) Of Noah, that 
he kept not the Sabbath. ( 1 o) The Sacrifices and devo- 
tions of the Ancients were occafionall. 



Origcn.c$ntra 
CtlfU* 



CO 

i^Ow little ground there is, whereon to 
build the originall of the Sabbath, in the 
lecond of genefis , we have at large de- 
clared in the former Chapter. Yet we 
deny not but that Text affords us a fuffi- 
~- ~- cient intimation of the equity and reafon 
©fit, which is Gods reft upon that day, after all his works 
that he had made. Not as once Celfns did ebjeft againft 
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Part. r. the Sabbath. Chap. i. 29 

the (^hriftians of his time, as if the Lord > »Wif wV «Vg. 

vovn&s XH?oriwnh8ccMke to fome dull Artificer,was 
weary of his labours, and had need of fleepe: for he fpake 
the word onely,and all things were made. There went 
no greater labour to the whole Creation , then a 'Dixit 
Domimu. Therefore Saint ssfuftin rightly notetb,»^ cum De Q$n. ad lit. 
creavitdefeffus,nec cum ce ffavit refeElus eft \ that God / 4^.14* 
was neither weary of working, nor refrefhed with rett- 
ing. The meaning of theText is this, that heedefifted 
then,from adding any thing, denovo, unto the World by 
him created :as having in the fix former dayes, fafliioncd 
the Heaven and Earth, and every thing in them contai- 
ned ;andfurnifhed them with all things neceflary , both 
for ufe and ornament. I fay, from adding any thing , de 
novo, unto the World by him created; but not from go* 
verning the fame : which is a worke by us as highly'to be 
prized, as the firft Creation ; and from the wnich God 
never refteth. Sabbaths and all dayes are alike in reipeft 
of providence: in reference to the univerfall government 
of the World and Nature. Semper videmus Tieum ope* H*m\s.w 
rari>& Sabbat urn nullum eft in quo Deus non operetur, 
in quo non producat So/em fuum fuper bonos & maios. No 
Sabbath, whereon God doth reft from the adminiftrati- 
on of the World by him created , whereon hee doth 
not make his Sun to fhine both on good and bad; where- 
on he rains not plenty,upon the finner and the juft, as 0- 
rigen hath truly noted. Nor is this more, then what our 
Saviour faid in his holy Gojpel. Iworl^ ( faith he ) and my 
Father alfoworketh. A fay ing, as Saint Auftine notes, at coxtraFuBum 
" which the lews were much offended ,our Saviour mea- m&h /. igm6» 
a ning by thofe words that God refted not y nec uUum fibi 
u cejfationis ftatuijfe diem, and that there was no day 
<c wherin he tended not the prelervationof the creature: 
" and therefore for his owne part, hee would not ceafe 
" from doing his Fathers bufmefle , m SabbatU quidem , 
<v no though it were upon the Sabbath. By which it fee- 

meth 
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meth , that when the Sabbath was obferved , and that if 
ftill it were in force, it was not then , and would not be 
unlawfull unto any, no w,to look to his eftate on the Sab- 
bath day t and to take care , that all things thrive and 
profper which belong unto him : though hee increafeit 
not, or adde thereto by folio wing,on that dar,the works 
•f his daily labour. And this according to their rules, who 
would have Gods example fo exadtly followed , in the 
Sabbaths reft : whorefted, as we lee, from creation one- 
ly,not from prefervation. So that the reft here mentio- 
ned , was as before I laid , no more then a ceffation or a 
leaving off, from adding any thing, as then, unto the 
World by him created. Vpon which ground,hec after- 
wards defigned this day for his holy Sabbath, that Co by 
his example the ?ewes might learne to reft from their 
worldly labours; and bee the better fitted to meditate on 
the workes of God , and to commemorate his goodnefle 
manifefted in the Worlds Creation. 

(2) Of any other fanBifcation of this day , by the 
Lord our GW,then that he refted on it now,and after did 
command the Iewcs, that they fliould fanftifie the lame; 
we have no Con fiat in the Scriptures : no nor in any Au- 
thor, that I have met with, un till Zanchies time. Indeed 
he tels us,a large ftory of his own making, how God the 
Sonne came down to Adam, and fan&ified this firft Sab- 
bath with him ; that hee might know the better how to 
doe the like. Ego qnidem mn dttbito % &c. I little doubt, 
oe cmn horn- " laith hee, (I will fpeake onely what I thinke, without 
nu> 1 1 *d faem. u wrong or prejudice to others , I little doubt) but that 
H the Sonne of God, taking the fliapeof man upon him 
<c was bufied all this day in moft holy conferences with 
< < aAdamfhzt he made known himfelf e both to him,and 
4 < Eve ; taught them the order that he ufed in the Worlds 
cc Creation ;exhorted them to meditate on thofe glarious 
<c works; inthemtoprayletheNameofGod,acknow- 
<c ledging him for their Creatour;& after his example, to 
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Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



P a r t. I. thtSdhbath. C h a p. 2, 3 

u fpcnd that day for ever,in thefe pious exercifes. I doabt 
« c not,finally,faith he,but that he taught them on that day 
" the whole bodie of Divinitie : and j that hee held them 
<c bufied all day long, in hearing him , and celebrating 
<c with due prayfes their Lord and God; & giving thanks 
" unto him for fo great and many benefits, asGodhad 
<c gracioufly vouchfafed to beftow upon them. Which 
<c laid, hee {huts up all with this conciufion. Htcefi 
cx illim feftimi diet beneditlio & fan&ificatio , in qua, 
" filius Dei una cumpatre & Jpiritu fanElo , qttievitab 
45 of ere quodfecerat. This was (faith hee) theblefling 
f * and fanftifying of that feventh day,wherein the Sonne 
« of God,together with the Father,and the Holy Ghoft, 
*' didreftfrom all the workes which they had made. 
How Zanchie thwarts himfelfe in this, we fhallfeehere- Sce«5, 
after. Such ftrange conceptions > though they mifcarry 
mt in the birth ; yet commonly they ferve to no other 
ufe,then monfters in the workes of nature, to befeene 
and fliewne; with wonder at all times, and fometimes 
with pitie. Had (iich a thing occurred in Pet. Comefiors 
fufflementy which he made unto the Bible, it had been 
more tolerable. The Legendaries and the Rabbins might 
fairely alfohave beene excufed, if any fuch devife had 
been extant in them. The gravity of the man makes the 
Tale more pitifull,though never the more to be regarded. 
For certainly,had there beene fuch a weighty conference 
between God &man ;& fo much tending to information, 
& inftrucftion : it is not probable,but that we fiiould have 
heard therof in the holy Scriptures. And finding nothing 
of it there,it were but unadviiedly done, to take it on the 
word & credit of a private man.Nopcredimut ; quia non 
legimtu, .This we beleevenot,becaufe we read it r not, was 
in fome points SzmtHiertms rulejand fhall now be'ours, 
(3} As little likelihood there is , that the Angels did 
obferve this day, and fanEiifie the fapietothe Lord their 
Gods yet fome have beene fo venturous, as to affirmc 
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32 Chap. 2*. Theffiftoryef Part, i, 

ft. Sure I am TornieSus faith ir- And though he fecme 

Annaldy. t© havefome Authours, upon whom to caftrtjyethisap- 
proovmg of it; makes it his, as well as theirs who fTrffcde- 
vifed i r. Quid*™ #on imm&rito e xiftimarunt hoc ipfo die 
in Ccetts, omnes Angelorum cboros, jpeciali qttadam exuU 
tatione in Deiltudesprorupitfefluodum praclarum & ad- 
cc mirabileofus abfolvijfet. Some men have thought, faith 
<% he,and that not improbably, that on this day the Quire 
" of Angels in the Heavens.brake oat into the prayfe of 
« God, in a Ipeciall manner * in honour of that excellent 
< c and admirable work,which he then had perfedted Nay 
hee and they, who ever they were, have a Scripture 
4>V, for it ; even Gods words to lob : where waft thou when 
I laid the foundations of the earth ; when the morningfiars 
fang together > and all the fonnes of God fhonted for joy ? 
Who, and from whence thofe Quidam were , that Co 
interpreted Gods words , 1 coukTnever finde ; and yet 
bavetoekefomepainestofeekeir. Surelam, Saint Au- 
fiin makes a better ufe of them, and comes home indeed 
unto the meaning. Some men, it feemes, affirmed that 

r>e civit, Dei t ^ Te ^ n l els were not made, till after the fix dayes were 
* * finifhed,in which all things had been created : and he re- 
ferres them to this Text for their confutation. Which be- 
ing repeated, he concludes. Iam ergo erant Angeli.quau- 
do fatha funt fydera], faEla autem funt fyderddie quarto 4 
« Therefore (faith hee) the Angels were created before 
<f the Starres ; and on the fourth day were the Starres 
<f created. XttZanchius, and tho Ccguidam, be they 
who they will, fell fliortalittleof another conceit of 

7>f vltt Mofit Philos , who tels us that the Sabbath had a priviledge a- 

**«3» bove other dayes , not onely from the fitfi Creation of 

the World (though that had beene enough to (et out the 
Sabbath:) <&X* N rit mi9T©~tit&*T* y*Acz*)s 3 

but even before the Heavens and all things vifible were 
created. If fo it inuft be fanftified by the holy Trhritie, 
Without the tongues of men and Angels : and God > not 

having 
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having worked, ■ imuft'tcft ? a«d»fiin6Hfic a time, when no 
time iva« .But to return toTcvnieHHi ,h& wevet thole 

did miflead him , and make him thin fee that rhe fir ft 
Sabbath had been (an&ified by the holy Angels ; yethce 
ingenuoufly confefleth , that falsifying of the Sabbath 
here Upon the earth , was not in stfe ; sill very man? ages 
after , not till the Law Was given by Mofes. Vertm - Anmi dj* j 
t amen in terris ifta (abbati fanElificatio non nifi poB 
mutta' f&cu/a in ufumvenijfe credit xr 9 mmirum tempori- 
kMofij, quando fub pracepto data eft fitiislfrael. So 
TorniellHs. I 

(4) SoTomieffus, andfbfarre unqueftionable. For 
that there was no Sabbath kept amongft us men , till the 
times of AIofes,the Chriftian Fathers genera11y,and fome 
Rabbins alfo, have agreed together. Which that we may 
the better fhew , I fhail firft let y ou fee what they fay in 
generall,and after what they have delivered of particular 
men, moft eminent in the whole ftory of Gods Booke, 
untill the giving of the Law. And firft that never any of 
the Tatriarkes before Mofes time , did oblerve the Sab- 
lath, luflin the Martyr hath afliired us - TO* Mao Aae vy %cm r r ypb. 

mei7*Tpw{/jepx$ 3 (jwn t« aiZCcvm vvKcl^wtos. None of the 
righteous w*» ; (aith he>and fuch as walked before the Lord, 
&>ere either circumcifed,*r kept the S4bbatb,#»tt/^f feve- 
rati times of Abraham and Mefes. And where the Ierves 
were Vandalized, in that the Chriftians did eathot meats 
on the Sabbath dayes : the Martyr makes reply, that the 
faidjufi and righteous men y not taking heed of anyfuch ob- 
servances, tuf*apTi>§YiV7tti ami <fk fo* % hju7$) obtained a nota- 
ble tefiimonj of the Lord himfe/fe.$6 Irenaus, having firft 
told us that Circumajion, and the Sabbath, were both gi- Adv ^tftfl^ 
ventorfignes ; and having (poke particularly of *Abra- c# * o; 
ham , Noah, Lot, and Enoch, that they were juftified 
witheut them : addes for the clole^f allv that;all the mul- 
titude of the faithfull before Abraham, were juftified 
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without the one ; Et Patriarcharum eorum tfui ante Mo- 
knfucrfint, and all the TattiarkesvthvQx preceded 
fet> without the other. TertuUian next, difputeth thus a- 

Aiv.udtou gainft the ?wrr, that they which think the Sabbath muft 
be ft ill obferved,as neceflary to (al vat ion • or Circumcifi- 
onto be ufed upon pain of death : D oceant in prateritum 
jufios fabbatiz,ajfe> out circumcidifje, & fic amicosDeief- 
fettos ejfc 5 ought firft of all, faith hee, to prove, That the 
Fathers of the former times were circumciled, or kept the 
Sabbath , or that thereby they did obtaineto be accounted 

HifJut.4. the fiends of God. Then comes Eufebiw the Hiftorian, 
and he makes it good, that the Religion of the Patriarchs 
before Mofes Law, was nothing different from the Chri- 
ftian : and hovvprooves hee that ? W if dvnh g^^tQt 

wft r,uty. They were not circumcifed,#0 more are we; they 
kept not any Sabbath,^ more doe wee: they were not bound 
to abstinence from fundrykj^nds of 'meats , which are prohi- 
bited by Mofes; nor are wee neither. Where flill obferve 
how constantly thefefercrall Fathers ranke Circumcifion 
and the Sabbath , in one ranke.or order : . which fhe w- 
eth they thought them both of the fame condition. This 
or the like argument doth he al(o u(e to the felf-fame pur- 
pofe, in his firft Booke, de demonftrat. Evangel, and 
fixth Chapter. And in his feventh , de praparatione , 
herefolvesitthus, *£C&3at & ^teftt-ntu Modus ™?s ^o- 
v*is &c. 7%*Hebrewes which preceded Mofes , *nd 
were quite ignorant of his Law (whereof hee makes the 
•Sabbath an efpeciallpart) diff o fed their w ayes according' 
-U a voluntary kind of piety •■, &q> tjuu $v<siv >a- 

Advterc\zi wyL*yiivoi % framing their lives and anions to the law of 
nature. This argument is alfo ufedby Epipkanius, who 
fpeaking of the firft ages of the World , infortnes us this, 
that then there was no difference among men,in matters 
of opinion; no Iudaifmejiox kind of herefie whatfocver: 
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KAtoKitf hxxvridL,** rt!p^V *™,&c.but that the faith which 
doth now flourijh in Gods Church > was from the begin- 
ning. If fo, no Sabbath was obferved in the times of 
eld,becaufe none in his.I could inlarge my Catalogue,but 
that feme teftimoaies are to be referved to another place : 
when I fhall comet© fliew you,that thecommandement 
of the Sabbath was pubhfhed to Gods people, by Mofes Scc ch 
onely ; and that to none but to the lewes. After fo many 4 ' 
of the Fathers, the moderne Writers may perhaps (eeme 
unneceflary; yet take one or two. Firft, Mufculm, (as 
" Dodtour i?<w/^informes me,for I take his word) who 2 .EJfr p l2 
« tels us that it cannot be proved that the Sabbath was # 2# 
" kept before the giving of the Law, either from Adam 
u to Noahy orfromtheFIoud to the times ©f^/^, or 
xc ef Abraham and his Pofteritie. Which is no more then 
what wee fhall lee ftiortly out of Eufcbixs. Hofyinian Difefltiijap s 
next, who though he faine w ould have the fandtifying of 
the Sabbath, to be as old as the beginning of the World ; 
yet he confeffeth at the laft, Patres idcirco Sabbatum ob- 
Cc fervajfe ante legem , &c. that for all that it cannot bee 
Cc made good by the Word of God , that any of the Fa- 
€< thers did obferve it, before the Law. Thefe two I have 
the rather cited, becaufe they have been often vouched in 
theprefent controverfie, as men that wiftied well to the 
caufe, and fay fomewhat in it. 

(5) We are now come unto particulars. And firft we 
rauft begin with the firft man Adam. The time of his 
Creation,as the Scriptures tels us,the fixt day ofthe week, 
being as Scaliger con je&ured in the firft Edition of his , 
Worke, the three and twentieth day of AprM ; zndfo the 
firft Sabbath , Sabbatum primum y (ohtc calls it, was the 
foure and twentieth.P*^tt>*/**,by his computation,makes f 0 ^™* ten ?> 
the firft Sabbath to be the firft day of November • and A%c *^ 
Scaliger , in his laft Edition , the five and twentieth of 
Ottober: more neere to one another then before they 
were. Yet faith not Scaliger, that that primum Sabbatum 
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bad any reference to Adam, though firft hee left it foat, 
large, that probably lome might fo conceive it 2 for in his 
later thoughts he declares his meaning to be this, Sabba- 
turn primumin quoDetu requievit ab of ere Plcxaemeri: 
the firfi Sabbath en the which God rcfted fr om his fixe, 
dayes worke. Indeed the Cbaldce Tarafhrafe feemes to 
zffcxmzof&ddam, that he kept the Sabbath. For where 
the 92 Pfalme doth beare this Title , A Song or Pfalme 
for the Sabbath day : the Authours of that Paraphrafe doe. 
expound it thus. Lam & Canticum quod dixit homo pri- 
muspro die Sabbati, the Song or Pfalme which Adam (aid, 
f or the Sabbath day. Somewhat more wary in this point 
was Rabbi Kimchi,vjho tels us how chat Adam was crea- 
ted upon Friday about three of the clock : fell at eleven,, 
was cenfured and driven out of Paradife at twelve ; that 
all the refidue of that day,and the following night,he be- 
moned his miferies, was taken into grace next morning, 
being i^^day^nd taking then into confideration all 
the works of God , in fimiha iftius Pfalmiverba proru- 
pitfe, brake out into words as are there recorded. A tale 
rfiat hath as much foundations that narration oiZanchj* 
before remembred. Who though hee feeme toputthe 
matter out of doubt , with his three nan dubkfs , that 
C^W/himfelfedidfandlifiethe firft Sabbath , with pur 
Father Adam ; and did command him ever after toob- 
ferve that day: yet in another place^ hee makes it onely a 
matter of probability , that the commandernent of the 
m 4, mmditu. Sabbath, was given at all to our firft parents, guomodo^ 
autem fan&ificavit ? Nonfolum deereto & voluntate, fed, 
r eipfa^quia ilium diem^ f ut non pAUcivolunt & probabile 
eft ) mandavit primu parentibusfanlUftcandum. How did 
Godlandtifie that day, (aitbhee? Not onely by decree or 
defignation , but in very deed ; in that, as not a few con- 
ceive, and probable it is that it may befo, hee did com- 
mand it to be kept by our firft Parents. So eafily doth he 
overthrow his former ftru&ure 2 making that there to be 
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onely probable, which formerly hee had affirmed to bee 
Hnqneftionable. But to return unto iheJiabbms, and this 
dreame of theirj,befides the ftrangeneffeof the thing,that 
sAdam (hould continue not above eight houres in Para- 
dife, and yet give names to all the creatures,fall into fuch 
an heavy fleepe, and have the woman taken out of him; 
that fhe mud be inftrufled,tempted, and that both muft 
finne , and both muft fuffer in (o fliort a time : befides all 
this, the Chriftian Fathers are exprefle, that Adam never 
kept the Sabbath, lufiine the tjiiartyr , in his Dialogue 
with Trypbo, a learned lew , makes Adam one of thofe, 
0/ Ma cra£feflt77£opTs* , &c. t& 9*a <xjiit$&i7w 9 which being 
neither circumcifed , nor keeping any Sabbath, were yet 
accepted by the Lord. And fb Tertulltan in aTreatife Adv ^ dm - 
written againft the Iewes, affirmes of Adam.qnod nee cir- 
CHmcijum, nec fabbatiz,antem, Dem eum inFtitneriu That 
God did inftitute and direft him, being neither circumci- 
fed 9 nov a Sabbath peeper. Nay,whichis more,f*e makes 
a challenge to the ?ewes y to prove unto him.if they could, 
that tsfdtm ever l>ept the Sabbath. Doceant Adamum 
Jabbati^ajfe, as hee there hath if, Which doubtlefle nei- 
ther of them would have done, confidering with whom 
the one difputed , and againft whom the other wrote : 
had they not beene very wellaffured of what they faid. 
The like may be affirmed both of Bufebins , and Epipha- De Vrtfar.Ey 
niusy two moft learned Fathers. Whereof the firft,main- v**gl7*c.s. 
tayning pofitively that the Sabbath was firft given by 
Mofes> makes Adam one of tho(e,which neither troubled 
himfelfe with Circumcifion y *Ji MaxAas 'ItsiM/Sr -mpay- Adv h*nfti> 
yiKyAwv , nor any of the Lawes of Mofet: The other l < l ' n *f' 
reckoneth him amongft thofe alfo, who lived according 
to that Faith, which when he wrote, was generally re- 
ceived in the Chriftian Church. Therefore no Sabbath 
kept by our Father Adam. 

(6) Butwhatfc>ever^k/»did, Abel ,1 hope, was 
moreobfervant of thisduty.Thus (ome have (aid indeed, 
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but on no authority. It is true the Scriptures tell us, that 
he offered Sacrifice :[but yet the Scriptures doe not tell us, 
that in his Sacrifices he had more regard unto the feventh 
day ,then to any other.To offer Sacrifice,hee might learne 
ofssfdamy or of aaturaUreafen, which doth Efficiently 
inftruft us,that we ought, all, to make fome publicke te- 
ftimony,of ourfabjeftien to the Lord. Bat neither Adam 
did obferve the Sabbath ,n©r could nature teach it, as be- 
fore is fliewne. And howfoeverfome Modern Writers 
have conjedlured, andconjeduredonely , that Abtl'va 
his Sacrifices might have refped unto the Sabbath : yet 
thofe whom we may better truft, have affirm'd the con- 
trary .For Iufiin Martyr difpatingagainft Trypho, brings 
tc Abel in for an example; that neither Circumcifion nor 
u the Sabbath , the two great glories of the lerves, were 
, iC tobecountedneceflary.Foriftheylwere,faithhe,God 
" had not had fo much regard to Abels Sacrifice , being 
<s as he was uncircumcifed : and then hee adds,. q m y*9 
«• mCCtLri&v, Sec. V Ss^T luiifyip* , that though hee 
was no Sabbath-kejfcr^jtx. was he acceptable unto God. 
Advjadais. And fo Tertnllian , that God accepted of his Sacrifice , 
though he were neither circumcifed , nor kept the Sab* 
bath. Abelem offer ent em facrificia, incircumcifum nequc 
f abbatizantem laudavit D cut, accept a fcrens qH<& in fimpli~ 
estate cordis offer ebat. Yea, and hee brings him alfb into 
his challenge , as one of w hom the ?ewes could produce 
no proof e, that ever hee obferved the Sabbath. Doceant 
Abtlyhofiiam T)eo fanllam offerentem$*bbditi religionem, 
flacuiffe : which is direftly contrary to that,which is con- 
Aiv.kenfJ.i~ je&ured by fome Modern Writers. So Epiphanitts alfo 
n > ♦ makes him one of thofe, who lived according to the ten- 

dries of the Chriflian Faith. The like he alfo faith of Seth r 
whom God raifed up inftead of Abel , to our Father A- 
dam. T herefore no Sabbath kept by either. 

(j) It is conceived of Abel, that he was killed in the 
one hundred and thirtieth jeareof the Worlds Creation: 
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of Snos 9 Seths iomie, that he was borne , *Anno two 
hundred thirty fix. And till that time there was no Sab- 
bath* Bat then, as feme conceive, the Sabbath fay began 
to be had in honour, becaufe it is fet downe in Scripture, 
that then began men to call upon the Name of the Lord. 
" That is, as T orniellw defcants upon the place , then, Gtn^. 
cs were fpirituall Congregations inftituted, as we may AnnalAmo 

probably conjecture, certaine fet formes of prayers *j*««m« 
" and Hymnes devifed to fet forth Gods glory, certaine 
cc £et times and places alto fet apart f@r thofe pious da- 
<c ties \pracipue diebm Sabbatic especially on the Sab- 
«« bath dayes, in which , mo ft likely, they began to ab- 
'< ftaine from all lervile works, in honour of that God, 
cf whom they well knew had refted on the feventb day 
<c from all his labours. Sure TornieRm minde was upon 
his Matins, when he made this paraphrafe. He had not 
eUe gathered a Sabbath from this Text, confidering that 
not long before, he had thus concluded; That fancying ^^[ thi% 
of the Sabbath here on earth was not in ufe y untiU the Law p 
was given by Mofes. But certainly this Text will beare 
no fuch matter, were it confidered as it ought. The 
Chaldee Paraphrafe thus reades it, Tunc in diebm ejus - fa 
mcepernntfilii hominum y Ht non orarent in nomine Domi- £^ 
ni ; then in thofe dayes began the fonnes of men, not to 
addrefle their invocations to the name of God : which 
is quke contrary to the Englijh. Our Bibles of the laft 
Tranflation in the margin, thus ; Then began men to call 
themfelues by the name of the Lord: and generally the 
fews y as Saint Hierome tels us, do thus glofle upon it, 
Tuncprimnmin nomine Domini y & infimilitudine ejw 9 
fabricata font idola ; that then began men to fet up idols 
both in the name, and after thefioailitude of God. Ainf- 
worth in his Tranflation thus, Then began men prophane- 
W# call upon the Name of the Lord : who tels us alfo in 
wl Annotations on this Text „ eut of Rabbi Maimony, 
<ii&t in thefe dayes Idolatry teokf its fir ft beginning , and 
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the people worjhipped the ftarres and all th* hofi of He*, 
ven ; fo generally that at the laft there wen few teft which 
acknowledged God+zi Enochs MethnfeUh, Noah, Sent, 
and Hebcr. So that we fee not any thing in this Text, 
Efficient to produce a SsH*th$\xt take it as the Etglifi 
reads it, which is agreeable to the Greek*, and vulgar 
Latinc; and may well ftand with the original!: yet will 
the cau(e be little better. For men might call upon Gods 
Name, and have their publicke meetings and let formes 
of Prayer, without relation to thefev enth day more then 
De Puparat. any other. As for th is o^Enos^eufebius propofeth him un- 
Evang,ij 9 z. ic tous 9 *V^t»7py'0go>/A«>i;as«-the firft man commended 
" in the Scripture for his love to God : that we by his 
<c example might learne to call upon Gods Name with 
" affared hope. But yet withall hetelsusofhim, thathe 
" obferved not any of thofe ordinances which Mofes 
<c taught unto the fews; whereof the Sabbath was the 
chiefe; as formerly we obferved in Adamx And Epipha- 
ntus ranks him amongft thole Fathers, who lived accor- 
ding to the rules of the Christian Church. Therefore no 
Sabbath kept by Enos. 

(8) We will next loo-Ice on Enoch, who, as the Text 
tels nsywalkedwith God, and therefore doubt we not, 
but he wo Did carefully have kept the Sabbath, hacj it 
beene required. But of him alio, the Fathers generally 
fay the feme, as they did before of others. For fnftm 
Martyr not onely.makqs him one of thofe, which with- 
out Circumcijion and the Sabbath, had beene approved 
of by the Lord : but pleads the matter more exa&ly.The 
<c fubftance of his plea is this, that if the Sabbath, or cir* 
Cc tftmcifiov, were to be counted neceflary to eternall 
Cc life, we muft needs fall upon this abfurd opinion, 
DulcumTty- " f ™ **** ytioms> kV rfv EV% w rxs&rtw; WW, 
phone, cc t h at the fame God whom the lews warfhipped, w~ 

<c not the God of Enoch, and of other men about tftj e 
<c times : which neither had beene circttmeifed^Ti **** 
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€c eAi*i$v'M%cur 9 nor kept the Sabbath , nor any other 
c< ordinances of the Law of Mofes. So Iremm fpealc- 
ing before QfLC* rCHmc tf ton a nd the Sabbath, placeth this 
Enoch among thofe, qui fine m qu& pr<edt£ta funt jnflifi- i\b,^ x ca^o. 
cationem adept* funt, which had beene juftified with- 
out any the ordinances before remembred. Tertnllian 
more fully yet. Enoch jnfiiJfimHm nec circumcifurxi,#^ A< *v U&m. 
(abbatizantem, de hec mundo tranfiulity &e* Enoch that 
cC righteous man, being neither circnmcifed nor *f*b- 
<f bath-keeper was by the Lord tranflated, and faw not 
cc death, to be an Item or inftruftion unto us, that we, 
<c without the burden of the Law of Mofes , fhall be 
cc found acceptable unto God. He fetshim aUb in his 
challenge, as one whom never any of the lewes could 
prove, Sabbati cultorem etfe, to have beene a keeper of 
the Sabbath. Etifebins too, who makes the fabbath one De Vewwftr* L 
of ^/mnftitutions,h^ 4< 6 

" ther circHmcifed^oi medled with the Law ©f Mofes: 
tc &}' 77 Ji xzj&Mtwf, -dfo' UaPxtK&< } &c. and that he 
<c lived more like a Chrifiian^hzn a Jew. The fame Ett- 
febius in his feventh de pr&paratione, and Epiphanies in 
the place before remembred,afifirme the lame of him, as 
they do of Adam, Ahel y Seth 9 and Enos : and what this 
Epiphanies faith of him,that he affirmes al(o of his fonne, 
Methufalem; Therefore not Enoch, nor Metbufalem scal.de Emend, 
everkept the Sabbath. Its true,the Ethiopians in their Temp.1,7. 
Calendar , have a certaine period, which they call Sab- 
bawm Enochs Enoch* sfabbath. But this confifteth of 
feven hundred yeares,and hath that name, either becaufe 
Enoch was borne in the feventh Century from the Cre- 
ation, viz>* in the yeare fix hundred twenty two, or be- 
caufe he was the feventh from Adam.lts true, that many 
of the lews, and fbme Chriftians too, have made this £- 
noch an Embleme of the heavenly and eternall fabbtth, Be j a * n q %u 
which fhall never end: becaufe he was the feventh from 
Adam, and did never taftc of death , as did the fix that 
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went before bimi But this is no Argument,I trow,that 
Enoch ever kept xhefabbath, whiles he was alive. Note 
that this Enoch was traaflated aboutthe yeare nine 
hundred eighty (even : and that Metkufalem died bat 
one yeare onely before the Floud,which was 1 65 j. And 
fo farre we are fafely come, without any rub. 

(9) To come unto the F/oud it lelfe, to Noah, who 
bath (aw it,and elcaped it- it is affirmed by fome, that he 
kept the fabbath : and that both in the Arke, and when 
he was releafed out of it, if not before. Yea, they have 
arguments alio for the proofe hereof, but very weake 
ones ; fuch as they dare not truft themfel ves. It is deliver- 
ed in the eighth of the Booke of Genefls , that after the 
returne of the Dove into the Arkc>Neah flayed jet other 
ir e yfjo& 12. feven dayes, before he fent her forth againe.Wnat then? 

This (eemes unto Hoffinian to be an argument for the 
Dt [ 4U c. 1 . fabbath . In hi ft or ia di/uvti y columba ex area emijfe fcp- 
tenario dierum intervallo ,rationc fabbati videntur. So 
he, and io verbatim, Iofias Simler, in his Comment oh 
the twentieth of Exodus. But to this argument,ifat the 
leaft it may be honoured with that name, To flatus hath 
returned an anfwerasby wayofprophecie. He makes 
this ^?//<er* firft, fed quareponit hic^quod Noe expetta- 
In Gen. 8. bat femper feptem dies % &C. Why Koah, betwixt every 
fending of theOove, expe&ed juft feven day es, neither 
more nor lefle: and then returnes this anfwerto it, 
§ fuchas indeed doth excellently fatisfie both his owne 

<$j£<tre y and the prelent argument. cc Rcfp.quod Noah 
" intendebatfeire, tttrum aqua cejfafent, &c.fooah ( faith 
<f he ) defired to know whether the waters were de- 
" creafed. Now fince the waters being a moyft body, 
cc are regulated by the mooncNoah wasmoftefpecially 
<r to regard her motions : far as (he is either inoppo* 
<c fition, or con jundion, with the Sonne, in her increafe 
c< or in her wane, there is preportionably an increafe or 
" falling of the waters. Noah then confidering the 
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< € Moone in her feverall quartern, which commonly we 
« know are at f even dayes diftance, fent forth his Birds 
« f to bring him tydings : for the Text telsus that hefent 
u out the Raven and the Dove foure times. And the 
" fourth time, the Moone being then in the laft quarter, 
c< when both by the ordinary courfe of nature thewa- 
« f *-rs ufiially are , and by the will of God were then 
<c much decreafed :.the Dove which was fent out had 
u found good footing on the earth, and returned no 
<r more. So farre tke learned ssibulenfis^ which makes 
cleare the cafe. Nor ftand we onely here, upon our de- 
fence. For we have proofe fufficient that Noah never 
kept the Sabbath, ^uftin the Martyr y and Iremtu both, 
make him one of thofe, which without circnmcijiott and 
the Sabbathywcvc very pleafing unto God,and alio jufti- 
fied without them. TertnUian, pofitively faith it, that 
God delivered him from the great water floud, Nec cir- 
cumcifnm.nec fabbati^antem ; being neither circumci- 
fed,nox a^i^-^r;andcballengeth the Jews to Adv >7 UM0 *> 
prove, if any way they could,fabbatHm obfervafe, that 
he kept the Sab bath. Enfebins alfo tels us of him, that 
being a juft man, and one whom God preferved as a re- 
maining fparke to kindle pietie in the World, yet knew 
not any thing that pertained to the Iewijb Ceremony.- Dedemon(lrJ 9 
TiOtCircumct^on^Ti &v 7W amoh wis -\W Mooias cftctTz* i c,6 4 
wyuuivQis 5 nor any other thing ordained by Mofes. 
Remember that Eufebins makes the Sabbath one of 
Mofes ordinances. Finally, Efiphanws in the place be- 
fore remembred , ranks Noah in this particular, with 
Adam> Abel> Setb y £nos,znd the other Patriarchs.There- 
fore no Jabbath kept by Noah. 

( 1 o) Its true,that lofefh Scaliger once made the day, 
whereon Noah left the Arke,and offcvcdfacrifice to the De Emend, 
Lord,to be the feventh day of the weeke : Dacembris 2 8, temp . /. y. # 
feria feptima, egrejjus Noah, wrm* & hti&eifiei* 

molavit'DcO) faith his fir ft Edition. Which were enough 
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to caufefomc men, who infinitely admire his Bi&ate*, 
from thence to have derived ifabbath: had he notcbaii* 
ged his mindc in the next Edition, and placed this me- 
morable a&ion, not on the fewnth day , bwt tht fourth. 
I fay it might have caufed fome men, for all men would 
not fo have doted,asfrom a fpeciall accident to conclude 
apradice.Confideringefpecially thatthere is no ground 
in Scripture to prove that thofe before the Law, had in 
their facrifices, any regard at all to fet times anddayess 
eicher unto the fixt day, or the feventh, or eighth,or any 
other : but did their fervice to the Lord , I meane the 
publicke part thereof, and that which did confift in ex- 
ternall aftion , according as occafion was adminiftred 
unto them. The offerings of Cain and Abel> for ought 
we can informe eur felves, were not very frequent. The 

Gtn^ }, Scripture tels us that it was in procejfe of time ; at the 
yeares end, as fome expound it. For at the yeares end, 
as esfinfworth noteth; men were wont in meft folemne 
manner, to offer facrifice unto God, with thanks for all 
his benefits, having then gathered in their fruits. The 

ExU 23 16. £ aw Q f jtfofts f Q commanded ; the ancient Fathers (o 
obferved it, as by this place we may conjedhire : and lo 
it was accuftomed too among the Gentiles $ their anci- 
ent Sacrifices and their Aflemblies to that purpole, (as 

EtbuJ.%. Artfiotle hath informed us) being after the gathering in 
of fruits. No day felefted for that ufe^that we can heare 
of. T his facri fice of Noah&s it was rcmarkable,fo it was 
occafionall : an EuchariflicaU Oblation for the great de* 
liverance, which did that day befall unto him. And had 
it happened on the feventh day , it were no argument 
that he made choice thereof , as moft fit and proper ; or 
that he ufed to facrifice more upon that day, then on any 
other. So that of Abraham in the twelfth of Gencfis* 
was occafionall onely. The Lord appeared to Abraham 

GtnM 7. laying, Vnto thy feed will I jive this land (the land of 
Canaan.) And then itfolloweth,that Abrahambmldcd 

there 
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there an Altar unto the Lord, who appeared unto him. 
The like he did when he firft fet his footing in the oromi- „„ f % 
fed Land 5 and pitched hisTents not farre from Bethel 9 V.% r WJ-W " 
and when he came to plant in the Plain of Mamrc, f in the 
next Chapter. See the like,^. 2 1 .3 x . & 2 2 . 1 3 . Of Ifaac, 
GVtf.26.25. Of l*cob > Gcn*i%& % & 3 1.54. #-33.20. & izQinn 
3 j . 7, 1 4. No mention in the Scripture of any Sacrifice, 
or publkk worfiiip , but the occafion is fet downe. Hoc 
ratio nat urate diQat , m Ac dent* [uu honor etur imprimis 
iffe quidedit. Natural reafon,(aith Rupertus,couldin&rud: 
them,that God was to be honoured with fome part of 
that , which he himlelfe bad given unto them : 
but naturall reafon did not teach them , 
that one day differed from 
another. 
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Chap* III. 

That the Sabbath was not kept from 
the Floud to Mojes. 



(l) The fonnes of Noah did not keep the Sabbath. 
( 2) The Sabbath could mt have been k?pt 9 in thedijper- 
Jion of Noahs fonnes , had it been commanded. (3) *Di- 
verfitie of 'Longitudes and Latitudes,^/? of neceffitymakje 
a variation in the Sabbath. (4) Melchifedek, Heber, 
Lot , did not keepe the Sabbath. ( 5 ) Of Abraham and 
hii fonnes, that they kept not the Sabbath (6) That 
Abraham did not kfepe the Sabbath, intheconfejfton of the 
Iewes. (j) Iacob , nor lob , no Sabbath-keepers. 
(%) That neither Iofeph , Mofes, nor the Ifraelitesi* 
Egypt, did obferve the Sabbath. (9 ) The Ifraelites 
net permitted to offer Sacrifice, "while thej hp ere in Egypt. 
( \oi) \ 'Particular proofs , that allthelAoxzW Law wdf 
bothk??owne, and kept , amongst ^Fathers. 



(0 
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^^E E are now come unto the hither fide 
of the Floud , to the fonnes of Noah. 
I To whom, the Hebrew Dollours fay* 

> their Father did bequeath fevenfeverall 

> Commandements , which they and 
' their Pofterity were bound to keepe. 

Sep- 
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Septem precept a accepetunt filii Noah&c. as Schindler In Ltxkerf. 
reckoneth them out of Rabbi Maimony .Firft,That they 1 * 3 °* 
dealt uprightly with every man ; Secondly , That they 
fliould bleffe and magnifie the Name of God ; Thirdly, 
that they abftained from worfhipping falfe gods, and 
from all Idolatry ; Fourthly, That they forbeare all un- 
lawfull lufts and copulations;The fifth, againft fhedding 
bloud ; The fixth , againft theft and robbery : The fe venth 
and laft, a prohibition not to eat the flefh, or any mem- 
ber of a beaft j taken from it when it was alive ; whereby 
all cruelty was forbidden. Thefe precepts whenever 
violated* either of Noahs fonnes, or their pofterity, was 
to be fmitten with the fword. Yea, thele Command- 
ments were reputed (o agreeable to nature, that all fuch 
Heathens as would yeeld to obey the fame, were fuffered 
to remaine and dwell amongft the Ifraeiites ; though 
they received not Circumcifion, nor any of the ordinan- 
ces which were given by Mofes. So that amongft the 
precepts given unt© the fonnes of Noah f we finde no 
footftepofthey^^^. And whereaModerne Writer, 
whom I fpare to name, hath made the keeping of the 
(abbath, a member of the lecond precept, or included in Quum di n- 
it; it was not fo advifedly done: there being nofuch ptfb.Hefcr.1.19. 
thing at all,either in S^#W/er,whomhecites;nor an C#- 
n<ew,who repeats thefelf-fame precepts, from thefelfe- 
(ame Rabbi. Nay,which is more,the Rabbin out of who 
they cite it, doth in another place, exclude exprefly the 
obfervation of the fabbath out of the number ©f thefe 
precepts given the (onnes of Noah. The man and woman- Af} A \ v fa m ^ 
fervanty faith he, which are commanded to kjeepe the Sab- \ n £ K td> io t . 
bath, are fervants that are circumciled, or bapti- 
zed,^. But fervants not circumcifed nor baptifed, 
but onely fuchas have received the [even Commandments 
given to the fonnes 0/Noah, they are as fojourning grang- 
er s>and may do workfor themfelues openly on the Sabbath, 
a>s any Jfraelite may on a werfang day .So Rabbi Maymony 
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in hiiTreatifeof xhtfabbfith, Chap.20.Seft . 14. So that 
it feemes, that fojourners and fervants, in the land of 
lewrie, however they were bound to obferue the (even 
commandments given the Tonnes of Noah , were not 
obliged to keepe the fabbath : unlefle they had beene 
circumcifed\ox otherwife initiated in the lewifi Church, 
by (ome kinde of wafting , as prebablie were women 
Profcljtes. Which proves fiifficiently that the fonnes of 
Noah, were not bound to oblerve the fabbath. If then 
we fm&nofabbath zmongft. thelonnes oft Noah y where- 
of fome of them were the fonnes of their Fathers pietie: 
there is no thought of meeting with it, in their children, 
or their children* children : the builders of the Tower 
ofBabeL For they being terrified with the late Deluge, 
as fome conje<3:ure,and to procure the name of great an- 
dertakers, as the Scripture faith; refolved to build them- 
felvesa Towre,untothetop whereof,the waters ftiould 
in no wi(e reach. A worke of a moft vaft extent, if we 
may credit thofe reporti that are made thereof; and fol- 

tdui.lt l° we( * by the people, as lofephns telsus, with their ut- 
moft indixdvy^there being none amongft them idle .If none 
amongft them would be idle ; as likely that no day was 
fpared from lo great an adtion, as they conceived that 
worke to betTfaofe that durft bid defiance to the heaven 
of God, were never like to keepe a fabbath to the God 
of Heaven. This attion was begun and ended, Anno 
1 5>4©. ©r thereabouts. 

(2) To ruinate thefe vaine attempts, it pleafed the 
Lord fir ft to confound the language of the people, which 
before was one • and after to difperte them over all the 
earth. By meanes of which difperfion , they could not 
poffibly have kept one and the fame day for a Sabbath, 
had it been commanded:the daies in places of a different 
longitude, which is the diftance of a place from the fir ft 
Meridian^t%mmn% at fuch different times, that no one 
day could be precifely kept amongft them. The proofe 
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and ground whereof, I will make bold to borrow from 
my latfe learned friend Nath. Carpenter; that I may ma- 
nifeft, in fome fort, the love I bore him : though proba- 
bly I might havefurniihed out this argument,from mine 
•wne wardrope : at leaft have had recourfe to many 
other learned men,who have written of it. For that the 
difference of time, is varied according to the difference 
of longitudes , in divers places of the earth, may be made 
manifeft to every mans underftanding, out of thefe two 
principles :Firft,that the earth is fph#ricall:and (econd- 
ly, that the Sunnedoth compafleit about, in twenty 
foure houres. From hence it comes to paffe, that places 
fituate Eaftwardfee the Sunne fooner then thofe do, that 
are placed Weftward.And that with fuch a different pro- 
portion oftirae,that unto every houre of the Sunnes mo- 
tion , there is affigned a certaine number of miles upon 
the Earth: every fifteen degrees , which is the diftance 
of the Meridians , being computed to make one houre; 
and every fifteene miles upon the earth, correfpendent 
to one minute of that houre. By this we may perceive, 
how foone the noon-tide happeneth in one City before 
another. For ifone City ftands Safin ar dot another,the 
(pace ofthreeoftheaforefaid Meridians, which is 2700. 
miles; it is apparant that it will enjoy the noon-tyde,no 
lefle then three houres before the other :and confequent- 
lyin i©8©o; miles, which is halfethe compaffe of the 
earth , there will be found no lefle then twelve houres 
difference in the rifing and fetting of the Sunne,as alfo in 
the noon and midnight. The reafbn of which difference 
of times,is,as before we faid,the difference of longitudes , 
wherein to every home>Cofmographers have allotted 1 5 
degrees in the Sunnes diurnal motion :fo that 1 5 degrees 
being multiplied by twenty foure houres, which is the 
natural! day,tneproduftwillbe 360, which is the num* 
ber of degrees in the whole circle. Now in thefe times, 
wherein the fonnes of Noah difperfed themfelves,in cafe 
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the Sabbath was to have beene kept, as fimply morallyit 
mutt needs follow, that the morall Law is fub/e&unto 
manifold mutations and uncertainties, which muft not 
be granted. For fpreading,as they did, over all the earth, 
> lomc farther,fome at fliorter diftance;and thereby chan- 
ging longitudes,v/ith their habitatios: they muft ofmeer 
neceflity alter the difference of times and dayes, and lo 
could keep no day together. Nor could their iflue fince 
their time, obferve.exafrly and prectfely the felf-fame 
day 9 hy realon of the manifold tranfportation of Colonics % 
and tranfmigration of Nations,from one Region to ano- 
ther; whereby the times muft of neceflity beiuppofed to 
vary. The Author of the Pr attic* of Pie tic, though he 
plead hard for the moralitie of the Sabbath , cannot but 
€e C©nfcfle, that in reffeEl of the diverfitie of the Meridi- 
<c anSy and the unequall rifing and fetting of the Sunne, 
«< everyday varieth in fome places a quarter , in fome 
ce halfe, in others an whole day .-therefore the Ie wifli Sab- 
" bath cannot (faith he) be precifely kept in the fame in- 
« ft ant of time, every where in the World. Certainly if It 
cannot now,thea it never conld;& then it will be found, 
that fome at leaft of Noahs pofterity , and. all that have 
fro»m them defcended, either did keep at all no Sabbath, 
or not upon the day appointed '. which comes all to one. 
Orelfe it needs muft follow, that Godimpofeda Law 
upon his people, which in it felfe without relation to the 
frailty, nedum to the iniquity of poore man.could not in 
poffibilky have been obferved:Yea,fuch a La w,as could 
not generally have beene.kept, had Adam ftill continued 
in his perfeft innocence. 

( To make this matter yet more plaine,It is a Co- 
rollary or conclufion in Geographic, that if two men do 
take a journey from the felt-fame place, round about the 
earth : the one Eaftward, the other Weftward y and meet 
in the lame place againe: it will appearethat he which 
hath gone Eafk> hath gotten : and that the other going 
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Weftward, hath loft a day, in their account. The reafon 
is, becaufehe that from any place affigned doth travel! 
Eaftward y moxing continually againft the proper moti- 
on of the Sunne, will fhorten fomewhat of his day : ta- 
king (b much from it, as his journey in proportion of di- 
ftancefrom the place afligned,hath firft oppofed, and fo 
anticipated in that time, the diurnall motion of the Sun. 
So daily gaining fomething from the length of the day; 
it will amount in the whole circuit of the Earth, to 
twenty foure houres, which are a perfect natural! day. 
The other going Weflward, and feconding the courfe of 
the Sunne by his owns journcy,will by the fame reafon 
adde as much propor tionably, unto his day, as the other 
loft, and in the end will lofe a day in his account. For 
demonftration of the which, fuppofe of thefe two Tra- 
vellers, that the former for every fifteene miles, fliouLd 
take away one minute from the length of the day : and 
the latter adde as much unto it, in the like proportion of 
his journey. Now by the Golden Rale, if every fifteene 
miles fubtrad: or adde one minute in the length of the 
day; then muft 21600. miles, which is the compafle of 
the Earth, adde or fubtraft 1440 minutes, which make 
up twenty foures, a j aft naturall day. To bring this mat- 
ter home, unto the bufinefle now in hand, fuppofe we 
that a Turkey f ew y and a ftriftian, fliould dwell toge- 
ther zijerufalem, whereof the one doth keepehis Sab- 
bath on thz Fr$day- y thz other y ontht Saturday i and the 
third fan&ifieth the Sunday : then, that upon the Satur- 
day^ Turks begin his journey fVefiward^nd the Chri- 
ftian, Eafiward ; fo as both of them compaffing the 
World,do meet again in the fameplace;tbe few conti- 
nuing where they left him.Tt will fall out, that the Turk^ 
by going fVefiward, having loft a day; and the Chriftiau $ 
going Eafiw W,having got a day :one and the felfe-fame 
aay,will be a Friday, to the Turkey Saturday, unto the 
lew; and a Sunday to the fhriftian; in cale they calculate 
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the time exaftly, from their departure to their returne. 
To prove this further yet,by a matter of fadt. The Hoi* 
landers in their Difcovery of Fretumle Maire , .^w** 
1 6 1 5 . found by comparing their account, at their com- 
ming home, that they had clearly loft a day (for they had 
travelled Weftward 9 in that tedious Voyage: J that which 
was Munday to the one, being the Sunday to the other. 
And now what fliould thefe people do when they were 
returnd? If they are bound by nature > and the morall 
/^tofan&ifieprecifely one day in/fw*;they muft then 
fandlifie a day apart from their other Coun trey men; and 
like a crew of SchifmAtickf, divide themfelves from the 
whole body of the Church:or to keep order,and comply 
with other men,muft of neceffity be forced to go again ft 
the lawof nature, or the morall law; which ought not to 
be violatedfor any by-refpeft-whatever. But to returne 
unto Noahs ionne$, whom this cafeconcernes ; It ought, 
for ought we know,be theirs, in this difperfion, in this 
removing up and downe,andfrom place to place.What 
fhall we thinke of thofe that planted Northwardly or as 
much extremely Southwards; whole iffue now,are to be 
found, as in part is knowne, neare and within the Polar 
circles: what Sabbtth think we could they keepe? Some 
times a very long one (ure,and fometimes none : indeed 
noae at all, taking a fab bath, as we do, for one day in fe- 
ven. For neare the Polar Circles, as it plainly knowne, 
the dayes are twenty feure houres in length. Betweene 
the Circle aid the Pole, the day, if Co it may be called, 
increafeth firft by weeks, and at laft by moncthf ; till in 
the end, there is fix moneths perpetuall day, and as long 
a night. No roome in thofe parts for a fabbath. But 
it is time td leave thefe fpeculations, and returne to pra- 
ftice* 

(4) And firft we will begin with A4elcbifedech 3 King 
of Salem, the Prieft of the moft high God, Rex idem ho- 
mnumque divumqme faccrdos j a type and figure of our 
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Saviour ; whofe Priefthood ftill continueth in the holy 
Gofpel. With him the rather, becaufe it is moft gene- 
rally conceived, that he was Sem thefonne of Noah. Of 
him it is affirmed by luftin Martyr , that he was neither 
circumcifed, nor yet kept the fabbath , and yet moft ac- 
ceptable unto God, A^V^r®- h I hi&< J4<V« Me\- ^fjJ umTf,m 
yt7i^K 3 W tw Um?iMrt* Tertullian AfoYfaJte;, 

alfo tels us of him, Incircumctfnm nec fahbati^antem ad 
facerdotinm Deiallettumeffe -that he was called unto 
the Priefthood, not being circumcifed ^nor an obferver 
of the fabbath : and puts him alfo in his challenge, as one 
whom none amongft the Jews could ever prove to have 
kept the Sabbath. Eiifebius yet more fully then either 
" of them : Mofes, faith he, brings in Melchifedech Dm j , Ct6 
" Prieft of the moft high God, neither being cireumci- 
€c fed y nor anointed with the holy Oyle, as was after- 
<c wards commanded in the Law \ xmCCa.wri mr %hv, 
« aJb'iu 3 no not fo much as knowing that there was a 
* Sabbath $ and ignorant altogether of thofe ordinan- 
* c ces, which were impofed upen the lews, a&d living 
€c moft agreeably unto the Gojpel. Somewhat to that 
purpofe alfo doth occurre,in his ieventh de praparatione. cap. 8. 
Afe/chifedechyV/hoibcvcr he was,gave meeting unto A- 
braham, about the y eare of the World, 2 1 1 8 : and if we 
may fuppole him to be Sem, as I think we may, he lived 
till Ifaae was fifty yeares of age, which was long after 
this famous interview. Now what thele Fathers fay of 
SemtfSem at leaft was he whom the Scriptures call Mel- 
chifedecb; the fame almoft is faid ofhis great grand-child 
Heber: he being named by Epiphanms for one of thofe, 
who lived according to the faith ©f the Chrifiian Church; 
wherein no fabbath was oblerved in that Fathers time. 
And here we will take L$t in too although a little be- 
fore his time, as one of thePofterity oiHeber^hzt 
when we come to Abraham, we may keepeour felves 
withinhis Family* Him,lMftiH Martyr, and lre**tts 
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both in the places formerly remembred,make to be one 
otthofe, which without Circumcifton and S the Sabbath, 
were acceptable to the Lord, and by him jaftified . And 
fo Tertullian, that fine legis obfervatUne , ^ Sodomo- 
rum incendio hberatm eft : that without keeping of the 
Law, (fabbaths, and circumcifton , and the like) he was 
delivered from the fire ofSodome. Therefore not Lot, 
nor Heber, nor Melchifedech, ever kept the fabbath. 

( s ) For Abraham next, the Father of the Faithful!, 
with whom th^Covenant was made,and Circumtifion, 
as a leale, annexed unto it : The Scripture is exceeding 
copious in letting down his life and aftions,as alfo of the 
lives and a&ions of his Sonne, and Nephews, their flit- 
tings and removes, their facrifices,formes of Prayer,and 
wbatfoever elfe was fignall in the whole courle of their 
affaires: but yet no mention of the fabbath. Though fuch 
a memorable thing, as fan&ifying of a conftant day unto 
the Lord, might probably have been omitted in the for- 
mer Patriarkes,of whom there is but little left,fave their 
names andages;asifthey had been only brought into the 
ftory, to make way for him : yet it isftrangethat in a 
punduall and particular relation of his life & piety,there 
ftiould not be one Item to point out the fabbath, had it 
been obfcrved. This is enough to make one thinke there 
was no luch matter. lit quod non invents ufq*t*m,effe pu- 
tts nufquam, in the Poets language. I grant indeed, that 
tsibrabam kept the Chriftian fabbath, in rightcoufncftc 
and ho/inejfeferving the Lord his God^allthe dayes of his 
life : and fo did Ifaac and Iacob.Sanftificate diem fabba- 
ti 9 faith the Prophet Jeremiah to the lews* i.e. ut omne 
tempos viu noftra infanBiftcatione ducamutjicHtfecerut 

in Hm it* patres noftr$ y Abrahamjfaac, & Iacob, as Saint Hierome 
gloflethit. Our venerable Bedt alfo hath affirmed as 

in i«t 1 9. much, that Abraham kept indeed the friritHall fabbath, 
quo femper afervili, i. e. noxia vacabat aftione> whereby 
he alwaies refted from the fcrvile works of fin : but that 
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he kept or fan&ified any other Sabbath ,tht Chriftian Fa- 
thers deny unanimoufly. lufiin the Martym\imbx'\n% up Dial, cum 
the inoft of thofe before remembred,concludesjthat they, Tr )P hone * 
tut :t7xCe*ri£otmf , were ju (lifted without the (Math: 

& fo,faith he, was ^r^* after them,& al his children un- 
til Mofes. And wheras Trjpho had exadted a neceflary kee* 
ping of theLa w >S abb at hs, New -moons Circumcifion:the 
u A4artjr makes reply, that Abraham, f faac Jacob Job , 
c c and all the other Patriarks both before and after them , 
c e untill Mofes time; yea, and their wives, Sarah, Rebcc- 
c c ca, Rachel, Lea , and all the reft of religious women 
c c unto Mofes mother, iJiv qKvs t«twv hvK&tw, k'JV Iw.- 

cC dp f mzmtjuvis. neither kept any of them all, nor had 
" commandementfo todo,till Circamcifion was en joy- 
u ned to Abraham & his Pofterity.So Ircn&wjkax. Abra- Lib.4 jo. 
ham , fine Circumcifionc & obfervatione Sabbatorumcre- 
didit Beo y &c without or Circumcifion , or the Sabbath 
did beleeve in God, which was imputed to him for righ- 
teoufnefle. And where the ?ews obje&ed in defence of 
their ancient Ceremonies , that Abraham had beene cir- 
cumcifed iTertnllian makes reply , fed ante placuit Deo Adv.lud* C u 
quam circumctdcretur, nect amen f abb at4K.avit • that hee 
was acceptable unto God, before his being circumcifed ; 
and yet he never kept the fabbath.Sct more unto this puf- 
pofcinJSufebiwde DemonftrJ.j c.6.de praparatJ.y.c.S. 
(where Ifaac and Iacob areremembred too:)as alto Epi* 
phanitu adv.harefL 1 .* 5 . In all which paffages#f the Fa- 
thers we may ftill obferve, how evenly Circumcifion and 
the fabbath doe keepe pace together , both Ceremonies, 
both to end at our Savi#Urs paffionjboth of them (peciall 
markes and cognizances to difcerne the Chriftian from 
the lew. 

(6) Thus farre the ancient Chriftian Writers have de- 
clared of Abraham, that hee kept no Sabbath : and this in 
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conference with the lew , and in Bookes againft them. 
Which doubtleffe they had never done, had there becne 
any poflibility for the fewes to have proved the contrary. 
Some of the Jcwes indeed, not being willing thus to lefe 
their Father Abraham, have faid, and written too, that 
hee kept thefabbath, as they doe : and for a proof thereof 
they ground themielves on that of Genefis , becaufe that 
24 j* Abraham obeyed my voice , and kfp* m y charge , my Com- 

mandementsjny fiatntes And my lawsJVat lews conclude 
from hence,as Mercer and T oft at us tel us,upon the Text, 
that Abraham kept the Sabbath^nA all other Ceremonies 
of the Law : as much I think the one,as he did the other. 
Whs thofe lews were that faid it,of what name and qua- 
lity,that they have not told us:and it were to© much for- 
wardneffe , to credit any namelefle lew, before fo many 
Chriflian Tethers. To flatus though he do relate their dt- 
cuntfltx. bekeves them not : And herein wee will rather 
follow him,then Mercer ; who feemes a little to incline 
to that 7**"!^ fancy. The rather fince feme Iewes of 
name and quality, have gone the fame way, that the Fa- 
th Attmu thers did, before remembred. For Petrus GaUtinus tels 
/.if.t.io. 9 us > h°w it is written in Berefith Kctamta , or theleffer 
expofition upon Genefis y a Book of publick ufe,and great 
authority among them, that Abraham did n9t keepe the 
Sabbath. And this hec tells us on the credit of Rabbi ?*- 
hannan, whe faith exprefly,that there, upon thefe words, 
Godb/eJJed the feventh day; it is let downe pofitively, 
N$n fcripta tft de Abvahzmo , ibfervatio Sabbati ; that 
there is no fuch thing recorded of our Father Abrahams 
that he ever k&ptthz fotbbsth. And where it is objected 
for the fewy that m cafe Abraham aid not keep it, it was 
breaufe it was not then commanded i this GaUtinus 
rnakesreply , Exhoc fait em infer tnr fabbaticultumn$n 
ejje de Uvc natura , that therefore it is evident that the 
faUath isno part ef the Law of nature. As for the(Texc 
of genefisyWQtmzi e*poaftd k Well enough , and never 
ffiidc a Sabbath in it, which that it may be done with the 
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leaft fufpition, we will take the expofition «f Saint C h H~ 
foHomc, who very fully hath explaned it. Becaufe be hath 
« obeyed my voice &cr\ Right, faith the Father,God faid 
" unto kim>Gct thee out from thy Fathers houfe y and from 
thy kindred^ and go into the land that 1 {ball fherp thee: and 
Abraham went out, ^ K&iihum -ni iv %zp(n\x& T&d'JStM ioicoyjk y 

<c and left a faire pofleftionfor anexpe<fla(ion : and this 
f< not wavering , but with all alacrity and readinefle. 
" Then folio weth his expe&ation of afonns in hisolde 
<c age, (when nature was decayed in him; as the Lord 
<c had promifedjhiscafting out of Ifmael , as the Lord 
cC commanded, his readinefle to offer Ifaac, as the Lord 
<f had willed>and many others of that nature. Enough to 
give occafionunto that applaufe , becaufe hee hath obeyed 
my voice; although hee never kept the Sabbath. Indeed 
the Sabbath could not have relation to thofe words in 
Gen. becaufe it was not then commanded. 

(7) Next loek on Iacob , the heire as well of Abra- 
hams travels, as of his Faith. Take him as Labans fheep- 
heard, and the Text informes us of the pains he took. In Gtv.$ r. 40< 
the day time the drought confumedmee , and the frofi by 
night , and the Jleepe departed from mine eyes. No time of 
re(t,much more,no feventh part of his time, allotted unto 
reft,frombis daily labours. And in his flightfrom Labanjx 
feemes he ftood not @n the Sabbath.Vor though hee fled 
thence with his wives and children, and with all his fub- 
ftance;and that he went but eafily, according 04 the cattle 
and the children were able to endure .-yet he went forwards 
ftill without any refting. Otherwife LabanSvtho heard of 
his departure on the third day,& purfued after him amain; 
muft needs have overtaken him befere the feventh.Now 
for the reft of Jacobs time, when he was fetled in the Land 
appointed for him, and afterwards remooved to Egypt * 
We muft referre you unto Iufiin Martyr , and Eufebius : Sec n 5. of this 
whereof one faith exprefly, mfivTv-mv ipvM%* 9 that he Chapter, 
kept not any of the things before remembred, the Sab- 
bath 
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bath being one as before was fliewed; the other makes 
him one of thofe, which lived withoutthe law of Mofes> 
whereof the fabbath was a part. Having brought faeob 
into Egypt, v^t fliould proceed to ?*feph,Mofes,&c the reft 
of his ofF-fpring there:but we will firft tzktfob along, as 
one of the pofterity of Abrahamyhiit after wee may have 
the better leifure, to wait upon the Ifraelites in that houfe 
DemovpUi. ot bon dage.I fay as one of the pofterity of tsfbraham,the 
c6a ' ' fifth from Abraham, lo Sufebius tels us; who faith,more- 
<c over,that he kept no fabbath % What(faith heejfhall we 
<c fay of lob, thatjuft, that pious, that moft blamelefle 
<c man? What was the rule whereby he fquared his life,& 
cC governed his devotions? Was any part of Mofes Law ? 
<c Not fo. A/^ct cklCCcltk ipi&s ImTiipiHTJi « v$ mU UJki- 

<< K»;ixh:tpi<r><Jci4 tuKiDa); ■ Was any keeping of the/*£- 
tc bath, ox obfervation of any other lewifl order ? How 
a could that be, faith hce, confidering that he was anci- 
« enter then Mofes , and lived before his Law was pub- 
" lifhed ? For Mofes was the feventh from Abraham, 
« and lob the fifth. Sofarre Enfebim . And fmfiin Mar- 
tyr alio joyntsbim with Abraham and his Family,as men 
that tooknot heed of New Moons, or Sabbaths, whereof 
z Edit.p.n. fe € before,*. ^ .1 find indeed in Doftour Tound^hzt Theo- 
dore Be^aon his own authority hath made lob very pun- 
ftualljinfan&ifying/^w^ 

feventh day at leaft, as God, faith he,' from the beginning 
had appointed. But I hold Bcz* no fit match for IuHin 
and Eufebius, nor t© be credited in this kinde, when they 
fay the contrary, confidering in what timesthey lived, 
and with whom they dealt. > 
(8) And now wee come at iaft unto the Ifraelites in 
Egypt ; from lo/eph , who firft brought them thither, to 
Mofs who conduced them in their flight from thence; 
T>*w f '.i.r.6. and fo unto the body of the whole Nation. For fofeph, 
bx^EnfebiHs firft tels us in thegenerall, that the famein- 
ftitution and courfe of life , which by the Ordinance of 

Chrifi 
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Chrifi was preached unto the Gentiles*, had formerly been 
commended to the ancient Patriarkes : particular in- 
ftances whereof, he makes Melchifedech, and Noah, and 
Enoch, and zsihrahamjxM the time of Circnmcifion. And 
then it folio Wes, 'ivyit Mv Kerf roV 'la? by <fy>o 7ZtiyMa?i&{ 
ygovaV) iv mi 'AiyjidicQv ^>agi\hoh &c. «jt 'Itfc&JttoV ^Sm. 
That in the Court of v£gjft long time before the 
Law of Mefes, lived anfwerably to thofe ancient pat- 
ternes, and not according as the Jewes. Nay,he affirmes, 

the lame of Mofes , toV ac^ouoy ojjtvv Kg* vo/uo^nrfw <re 
'ivArfav iflw . the very Law-giver himfelfe, the Chieftain 
of the Tribes of Ifrael. As for the refidueofthe people, 
we can exped: no more of them, that lived in bondage, 
under fevere and cruell Mafters : who called upon them 
day by day to fulfill their taskes ; and did expoftulate $ e t Exed.$. 
with them in an heavy manner , in cafe they wanted of v.s.&n. 
their Tale, The Jews themfelves can beft refolveusin 
this point. And amongft them Philo doth thus defcribe 
their troubles. , 'fi^ww t£v \^yav ^ass$«.tb^&c. The wvitA&iofs, 
<* Taskmafters or OveHeersofthe works, were the moft 
« c cruell and unmercifull men in all theCountrey, who 
<c laid upon them greater taskes than they were able to 
endure : infli&ingon them no lefle punifhment then 
cc death it felfe, if any of them, yea, though by reafon of 
<c infirmitie, fliould withdraw himfelfe from his daily 
< l labour.Some were commanded to employ themfelves 
«• in the publick ftruftures • others in bringing in mater i- 
tf alls,forfuch mighty buildings ; mcLtwjj- 
cc never enjoying any reft either night or day, that 
* c in the end they were even fpent and tired with conti- 
< c nualitravaile. Iofefhm goes a little further, andtels AntiqAuAM. 
« us this, that the Egyptians did not oneiy tire the z * Ct >* 
tc Ifraelttes with continuall labour S$ J$ yjeljlxe $<uvt* 
" cftu Tuv i^my^M^y 9 but that the Ifraelites endevou- 
€C red to performe more then was expe&ed. Afldredly,in 
fuch a wofali ftate as this,they had nor leave, nor leifure, 

t© 
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toobfervt the Sabbath Andlaftly, Rabbi Maimony 9 

Apud RyviU in make ? matter y et moTC abfolut *> who faith « for a tra *, 
Dialog. * that when they were in *&gjft , *<?7#* ejuiefcere , 

Sabbatum Agere ptuerunt , they neither could have 
time to reft , nor to keepe the Sabbath , feeing they 
were not then at their owne dKpofing. Sohee ad Dcu? 

( 9 ) Indeed it eafily may be beleeved,that the people 
kept no Sabbath in the Land of e^j^jfecing they could 
not be permitted in all that time oi' their abode there , to 
offer facrifice ; which was the eafier duty of the two, and 
would lefle have tooke them from their labours. Thofe 
that accufed the ffraelites to have been wanton, lazy,and 
I know not what , becaufe they did defire to fpend one 
onrfy day in religieus Exercifes : what would they not 
have done , had they defifted every feventh day from the 
works impofed upon them? Doubtleffe, they had beene 
carried to the houfe ofCorre&ion, if not worfe handled. 
I fayjn all that timcthey were not permitted to offer fa- 
crifice^ in that Country : and therefore when they purpo- 
E.vW.s. fed to efcape from thence, they made a fuite to Pharaoh, 
that hee would fuffer them to go three dayesjonrney into 
the Wilderneffe , to offer facrifice there to the Lord their 
G od. Rather then fo, Pharoh was willing to permit them 
for that once, to facrifice unto the Lord in the land ofis£- 
gypt : and what (aid Mofes thereunto ? It is not meet 
^ faith he)/* to doe. Forwe fiafl facrifice the abomination 
VttfeiS* °f f ^ e ^gyP^ ans to the Lord our God before their eyes- 
andtbcyrvillftoneui. Hisreafon was , becanfe the Gods 
of the ^Egyptians were Buls and Rams , and Sheep and 
Oxen, as Lyra notes upon that place : T alia verb anima- 
Ha ab Hebrau erant tmmolanda^ned non permi/ijfent .'- 
gypttiin terra fua ; And certainly the Egyptians would 
not endure ce fee their Gods knocked down,before their 
facew. IF any then demand , wherein the Piety and Re- 
ligion^ Gods people did confift efpecially : wee muft 

needs 
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needs anlwere , that it was in the integrity and honefty 
of their converfation ; and that they worfliipped God 
onely in the Jpirit and truth. Nothing to make it known Mv, btre/M 
that they were Gods people, w mvw QiorfCn* £ Tttmpti, fyr.f. 
but onely that they feared the Lord , and were circumci* 
fed ; as Epfhanim hath refolved it : nothing but that 
they did acknowledge one onely God , and exercifed 
themfelves in juftice , and in modefty, in patience and 
long (offering, both towards one another and amongft 
the <ts£fjptia*j ; framing their lives agreeably to the will 
of God , and the Law of Nature. Therefore wee may 
conclude with lafety , that hitherto n<* Sabbath had 
been kept in all the World, from the Creation of our 
fir ft Father iddam, to this very time ; which wasa- 
bove five and twenty hundred yeares : no nor com- 
manded to bee kept amongft them , in their genera- 
tions. 

(10) I fay there was none kept , no nor none com- 
manded : for had it been commanded , fure it had been 
kept* It was not all the pride of Pharaoh , or fubtle ty- 
ranny of his Sub/efts , that could have made tbem violate 
that facred Day, had it beene commended to them from 
the Lord. Themiferies which they after (uffered under 
Antiochns , rather then that they would prophane the 
Sabbath ; and thofe calamities which they chofe tofall 
upon them by the hands of the Romanes • rather then 
makerefiftance upon that day, when lawfully they,might 
have done it: are proofes Efficient, that neither force, 
norfeare, could how have wrought upon them not to 
keepe the lame , hadfuchaduty beene commanded. 
Qaeftionleffe , Iofeph tor his part , that did preferre a 
lothfome prifon before the unchaft imbraces of his Ma- 
tters Wife , would no leffe carefully have kept the Sab- 
bath , then he did his chaftity 5 had there been any Sab- 
bath then to have beene obferved, either as di&atedby 
nature , or prefcribed by Law. And certainly either the 

Sab* 
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Sabbath was not reckoned all this while , as any part or 
branch of the Law of nature : or elfe it fittdes hard mea- 
fure in the Book of God, that there ftiould be particular 
proofes, how pun&ually the reft of the MoraU Law was 
obferved, and pra<5H(ed , amongftthe Patriarchs 1 and 
not one word, or Item , which concernes the obfervati- 
on of the Sabbath. Now that the whole Law was writ- 
ten in the hearts of the Fathers , and that they had feme 
knowledge of all the other Commandements, and did 
live accordingly : the Scripture doth fufficiently declare 

* Ge«.i7*i. unto us. Fir ft, for the firft, * I am God aH-fufficient , 

•walk* before meidLn&be thoftferfett. So faidGodtoc^- 

* 25 u braham. Then Jacobs going up from * B ethel^xo clenfe 

his houfe from fdo/atrj; is proof e enough that they were 
acquainted with the fecond. The pious care they had not 
to take the Name of the Lord their God in vain, appeares 

* 2 1,%7 &c. at full, in the religious making of their Oathes; * Abra- 

* 3 1 .$ 1 . _ ham wirh Abimelech y and * Jacob with Laban.Ncxt for 

thefifth Commandemenc what duties children owe their 

* 24 67.^ parents* the pradtice of * ffaac and * Jacob doth de- 
* 8 4*- clare abundantly, in being ruled by, them in the choice of 

their Wives, and readily obeying all their directions : as 
alfo doth Noahs curfeon his graceleffe fonne , for fhew- 
hic no more reverence to his naked Father. Then for the 

* 34*5,30. finneof mwrder, theHiftoryof lacods * children, and 

the grieved Fathers curfe upon them for the Haughte^ of 
the Sichemites ; together with Gods precept given 

* 9*6. to * Noah againft (hedding bloud ; fiiew us that 

both it was forbidden , and condemned being 

* 3 done. The continencie * of lofeph before remem- 

bred ; and the punifhrtienc threatned to ssibi- 

* ?<M melech for keeping Sarah , ^Abrahams Wife : ?he 

* *'-* 0 * * quarrelling of >Laban for his ftolne Idols ; and * 7^- 
4 4 ' 4 ' fephs purfuite after his brethren for the filver cup,that was 

fuppofed to be purloyned : are proofs futficient that adul- 
tery and theft were deemed unlawfull. And ?laftof all, 
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Abimeleehs reprehenfion of* Abraham and * Jyk^c for * *o 
bearing/^ witneffe in the deniall of their wives; ihew * 
plainly that they had the knowledge of that Lawalfo. 
The like may alfo be affirmed of their not coveting the 
wives, oxgeodsj or any thing that was their Neighbours. 
For though the. hiftory cannot tell us of mens fecret 
thoughts :.yet we may judge of good mens thoughts by. 
their outward aftions. Had f fife ft coveted his Mafters 
wife, he might have eti joyed her. An&fct, more home lob i 
unto the point, affirmes exprefly of himfelfe , That his 
heart was never fecretlj enticed • which is the fame with 
this,thathe did nor covet. We conclude then,that feeing 
there is particular mention how all the refidue of the 
commandments had been obferved and praftifed by the 
Saints of old;and that no word at all is found which con- 
cerns thefanttifpng of the Sabbath : that certainly there 
was no Sabbath fanttified in all that time, fro m the 
Creation to the Law of Mtfes; nor reckoned 
any part of the Law of Nature, or fpe- 



ciall ordinance of God. 
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Chap. IV. 
The nature of the fourth Commandment: 
and that the Sabbath was not kept 
among the Gentiles. 



( I ) The Sabbath firfi made kxowne in the fall of Man- 
nah. (2) The giving of the Decalogue '; and howfarre it 
bindeth. (3) That in the judgement of the Fathers of the 
Chriftian Churchy the fourth Commandment u of a diffe- 
rent nature from the tthcr nine. (4) The Sabbath was 
fir ft given for a Law by Mofes. (5) And being givtnrraf 
froperoneljto the lews. (6 ) What moved the Lord, to 
give ^Ifraelites a Sabbath. (7) why the feventh day 
was rather chofenfer the Sabbath,* hen any, other, ( £) The 
feventh day not more honoured by the Gentiles , then the 
eighth or ninth, (p j The Attributes given by fome 
Greek Poets, to the feventh day , no argument that they 
kept the Sabbath. 10) The lews derided for their Sab- 
batb,£/f£*Gr£cians,Roman $,W ^gyptians.( 1 1 ) The 
divifion of the year e into weeks, not generally ufed of old, 
among fi the Gentiles. 



Hus have we fhewne you, how Gods 
Church continued without any Sabbath, 
the (pace of 2joo yeares, and upwards; 
even till the children of Ifrael came out 
of *s£gypt. And if the Saints of God, in 
the line otSetb, and the hotifeof Abra- 
ham, 
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ham ; afligned not every feventh day for Gods pablicke 
worfhip;it is not to be thought that die pofterity of Cain, 
and the fonnes of Canaan, wereobfervant of it. To pro- 
ceed therefore in the Hiftory of the Lords own people, as 
they obferved no Sabbath when tbey were in Egypt ; Co 
neither did they prefently , after their departure thence. 
The day of their deliverance thence, was the fevcndi day, 
as fome conceive it,which after was appointed for a Sab- 
bath to thein. TormeUm , I am fure, is bfr that opinion : 
and fo is Ztnehie two,who withall gives it for the reafon, 
why the feventh day was rather chofen for the Sabbath, Ju qttmm 
then any other. Populfa die J optima liber at w fust ex practptm. 
i/Egjpto ; & tunc jxjftt in hujus rei memoriam diem Mam 
cc fanSlificare. T he people, as he tels us, were on the fe- 
€C venth day delivered out of Egypt: and thereupon it 
" was commanded that the feventh day fliauld be obfer- 
" ved in memoriall of it. Which were it fo, yet could not 
that day be a Sabbath , or a day of reft ; confidering the 
fudden and tumultuous manner , of their going thence : 
their fonnes, and daughters, maid-fervants,and men-fer- 
vants,the cattell and theftrangers within their gates,be- 
ing all put hardly to it, and fain to flieaway , for their life 
andfafety. And if Saint zAnfiins note be true , and the 
Botebehis,thatonthefirftdayof theweeke , tranfgrefli Si ™Mtemp. 
fentfihi Ifrael, marcrubrum, ftccuped$bu$ 9 the ffraelites 1 * *' 
went dry foot over the Red Sea , or Sea of Edom : then 
muft the day before, if any, be the Sabbath day s the next 
feventh day, after the day of their departurcBut that day 
certainly was not kept, as a Sabbath day. For it was 
wholly fpent in murmuring and complaints agaiaft God 
andUW*/*f. They cryed unto the Lord , and the j [aid to Exoli^ii. 
Mofes, why haft thou brought m* out *f Jsgypt to die in the & l 2 / 
Wilder neffe? Had it not been better farre for us to ferve the 
Egyptians t 'Nothing in al thefemurmurings and feditious 
clamours, that may denote it for a Sabbath y for an holy 
Feftivall. Nor do we finde that for the after times, they 

V 2 made 
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made any fcraple of journying on that day /"till the Law 
was given them in Mount Sinai : which was the ele- 
venth ihtion after their efcapefr^^ Egypt, It was the 
fancy of Rabbi Solomon ^ that the Sabbath was firft gi- 
ven in Marah; and that the Sacrifice of the redCoyre, 
mentioned in the nineteenth of Numbers, was inftituted 
at' that time alfo. This fancy founded on thofe words in 
* 2xo& 1 1 .2 0o the Booke of Exodus , If thou wilt diligently hearken to 
the voice of the Lord thy God y &c % thenwill J bring none of 
thofe difeafes upon thee , that I brought on the Egyptians^ 
ButTorniel/ujfind Toftsttw, and Lyra,though himfelfe a 
Jerv.jcount it no other then a Itwi/h and RabbinicatlioWy. 
Sure I am,that on the fifteenth day of the fecond moneth^ 
after their departure out of Egypt ; being that day ieven- 
night,before the firft Sabbath was dilcovered , in the fall 
of Mannah : wefinde not any thing that implyes either 
reft,or worfhip.We read indeed how all the Congrega- 

i 6.a, tion murmured, as they did before,againft Mofes, and a- 
gainft sXaron ; wifhing that they had died in the land of 
Egypt, where they had bread their bellies full, rather then 
bedeftroyedwith Famine* So eagerly they murmured, 
that to content them, God fent them 3uaiUs that 
night ; and rained downe bread from Heaven , next 
ftiorning. Was this, thinke yotu the fanUifying of a 
Sabbath , to the Lord their God ? Indeed the next (e- 
venthday that followed , was by the Lord commen- 
ded to them for a Sabbath-, and ratified by a great and' 
fignall miracle the day before : wherein it pleafedhim, 
to give them double what they ufed to gather on the for- 
mer dayes, that they might reft upon the feventh, with 
the greater comfort. This was a preamble or prepara- 
tive to the following Sabbath : for by this miracle, 
thisreft of God from raining Mannah , on the feventfr 
day, the people came to know, which was precifely the 
feventh day from the Worlds Creation : whereof they 
were quite ignorant, at that prefent time, Philo affures 

in 
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in his third Boafc de vita Mop , that the Jknowledge of 

that day on which God refted from his works , had been 

quite forgotten, w vJk<rt w wombat 

by reafon of thofe many miferies , which had befalne the 

World by fire and water : and fo continued , till by this 

miracle, the Lord revived againe the remembrance of 

" it. And in another place, when men had made, faith 

" hee , a long enquiry after the birth day of the World, 

u and were yet to ieeke; $ ™& ^^'^n^ it vita ary? 

" &c. God made it knowne to them by a fpeciall mira- 
u cle , which had fo long been hidden from their Ance- 
" ftors. Thefallingof a double portion of Mannah on 
thefixtday, and thenotp«/r/j^^of it on the feventh; 
was the firft light which Mofes had to defcry the Sab- 
bath : which hee accordingly-commended unto all the 
people, to be a day of reft unto them; thatasGedcea- 
fed that day from (ending, fo they fhould reft from 
looking after their daily bread. But what need Philo be 
produced , when wee have fuch an ample teftimony 
from the Word icfelfePFor it is manifeft in theftory,that 
when the people, on the fixt day , had gathered twice as 
much Mannah^s they ufed to doe; according as the Lord Exod % u,%. * 
had directed by his fervant Mofes : they underftood not 
what they did, at leaft why they did it. The Rulers of the v ^ t 1U 
Congregations the Text informes us,came andtoldMo- 
fes of it : and he, as God before had taught him, acquain- 
ted them, that on the morrow Jbeuld be the reft of the holy 
Sabbath, nnto the Lord ; and that they were tokeepe the y^rft n\ 
over-plus* untill the morning. Nay, fofarre were the 
people from knowing any thing of the Sabbath, or df 
Gods reft upon that day; that though the Prophet had 
thus preached unto them of a Sabbaths reft , the people 
gave fmall credit to him. For it is laid , that fome of 
the people went out to gather on the feventh daj y (which trfi 17. 
was the feventh day after, or the fecond Sabbath, as 

I 3 fome 
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fome think) notwithftanding all that had been fpoken, 
and rhat the Mannah ftanke not , as on other dayes. So 
that this refting qf thepeople , was the firft (anUifjing 
of the Sabbath mentioned in the Scriptures : and Gcds 
great care, to make provifion for them on the day before, 
the bleffing hee beftowed upon it. And this is that , 
which Salomon Iarcki tels us , as before wee noted , Be- 
Cb*pAn,2* nedixiteil i.e. in Mannah , quia omnibus diebus fepti- 
man&dcfcendit Omer pro finguli* , &fexto panu duplex : 
& fanElificavit eum ] i. e. in Mannah , quia non def- 
eendit omnin9. Nay , generally the Hebrew Doftours do 
Veftft. ludtor. affirme the fame : afluring us that the C ommanc ^^nt of 
?*3' the Sabbath is foundation and ground of all the reft , a* 

being given before them all, at the fall of Mannah. Vnde 
dicHnt Wtbxxi fabbatum fundamentum ejfe alter um pra- 
ceptorum 9 quod ante alia precept a hoc datum fit , quando 
JAmmhaeceperunu So Mofpinian tels us. Therefore the 
Sabbath Was not given before, in their own confeflion. 
This happened on the two and twentieth day of the fe- 
cond moneth after their comming out of *^£gypt* and 
of the Worlds Creation , Ann* 2044. the people be- 
ing then in the Wilderneffe of tin , which was t&eir fe- 
ventta ftation. 

(aj Thefeventh day after, being the nine and 
• twentieth of the fecond moneth , is bought by fome, 
and thofe of very good efteeme , to be thatday where- 
on feme of the people, diftruftirrg all that Mofej faid, 
Zl* went out to gather Mannah, as on other dayes : but 
whether they were then in the Wilderraefle of sin, ©r 
were incamp'ed in Dophkath , - AUJh or Rephidim , 
which were their next remooves, that the Scriptures 
lay not. ^ Moft likely that they were in the taft ftation, 
confidering the great bufincfles there performed; the 
fight with Amnie\, and the new ordering of the Go- 
vernment by ^^rw counlaile; and thatupon the third 
slay of the third moneth^which wa* Tirarfday following, 

they 
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they were advanced fo fatreas to the Wildernefle of Si- 
nai. I fay the third day of the third moneth; For where Exod, 
the Text hath it , In the thirdmeneth ythcn the children of 
Ifvze\ were gene forth out jEgypt ,| the fame day came 
they into the wilder neffe *f$inai:by the fame day is meant 
the fame day of the moiicth, which was the third day, rf 
being Thurfday, after our £ccc»mpt. The morrow after ™ [ 
went Mofes up unto the Lord , and had commandement 
from him to fanftifie the people that day . and torporrow, 
and to make them ready againfl the third day : God mea- 
ning on that day,to come downe in the eyes of " all 'the peo- 
p/eon Mount Sinai , and to make knowne his will unto „ 
them. That day being come, which was the Saturday or eri * 
Sabbath , the people wercbroughtoat ofthe Campe to 
meet with God,and placed by Aftfes at the net her part of 
the Mountaine : Mofes afcendirig firft to God , and des- 
cending after to the people; to charge them that they did 
notpafle their bounds, before appointed. It feemes the 
Sabbaths reft was not (o eftablifiaed , but that the people verfi 
had been likely to take the pains to climbe the Mountain, 
and to behold the wonders which were done upon it : 
had they not had a fpeciall charge unto the contrary, 
which their avedeneffe at the firft , when they went out 
to gather Mannah ; and their forgetfulnefle at the pre- 
fent, though fo ftiortly after, was doubtlefle the occafion 
ei that watch- word , or memento prefixed before the 
fourth Commandement. But to proceed. Things orde- 
red thus, it pleafed the Lord to publifh andproclaime his 
Law unto the people, in thunder, fmoake,and lightnings, 
and the noyfe of a Trumpet ; ufing therein the Miniftery 
of his holy tAngcls : which Law wee call the Decalogue, 
or the ten Commandcments > and contains in it the whole 
MorallLaWy or the Law of Nature t This had before been 
naturally imprinted in the minds ofmen how euer that 
in trad of time, the charaUer thereof had beetle much de- 
faced; (o dimmed and darkened, that Cods owne people 
flood in need of a new impreffion : and therefore was pro- 

F 4 claimed 
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claimed in this folenane manner , that fo the letter of the- 
Law , might leave the cleerer ftampe in their affefHons, 
A Law which in it felfe was generall and univerfall , e- 
qually appertayning both to lew and Gentile;the Gentiles 
Row.*!*. which know not the Law , doing by nature the things con- 
tAtned in the Law , as Saint <Taul hath told us : but as at 
this time publiftied on Meant Sinai, and as delivered to 
the people by the hand of Mofes , they obliged onely 
thofe of the hoi*fe of Ifrael. Zanchim hath fo refolved it 
Di amongft the Pretcfiants y ( not to lay any thing of the 

i.mt.TIm- Schoolmen, who affirme the fame:) ut Politic* & Cc- 
remoniales , Jtc etiam morales leges qn& Decalegi no- 
mine Jignificantur , quatenus fer Mofen tradiu fue- 
cc runt Ifraelitu > ad nos Chriftianos nihil pertinent , 
u &c. As neither the ludiciaH nor the Ceremonially 
w fo nor the MoraU Law contained ia the Decalogue ± 
" doth any way concern us Cbriftians, as given by Mc~ 
•* fes to the I ewes : but onely to farre forth, as it is confo- 
<c nant to the Law of Nature* which bindes all alike;and 
c < after was confirmed and ratified by C£r*/?, our King. 
His reafon is , becaufe that if the Decalogue is given by 
Mofes to the Iewes 9 did concer ne the Gentiles • the 

had been bound by the fourth Commandement , to 
obferve the Sabbath % in as ftrift a manner as the lew es, 
(fumverhconftet adhujm dieifanftificationem nunquam 
" fuijfe Gentes obligator, &c. Since therefore it is tr ^- 
Cf nifeft that the gentiles never were obliged to obferve 
" the Sabbath , it followeth that they neither were * 
" nor poffibly could be bound to any of the refidue,as gi- 
« ven by Mofes to the Iewes. Wee may conclude from 
hence, that had the fourth Commandement been meerly 
morally ithad .no lefie concerned the Gentiles , then it did 
the Ifraclifies. 

(?) For that the fourth Commandement is not of 
the fame condition with the reft, is no new invention. 
Thei^/^r/Joyntlyfo refolve it. Its true that Iremtm 
scl$ us,how God, the better to prepare us to eternall life, 
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Dccalogi verba per femetipfum omnibm jSmiliter Ucutm AitofM *• 
" ^,did by himfelfe proclaime the Decalogue to all peo- 
" pie equally: which therefore is to be in full force a- 
cC mongft ui , as having rather been inlarged then diflol- 
Cc ved , by our Saviours comming in the flefti. Which 
words of }ren<ttu> if confidered rightly, muft be referred 
to that part of the fourth Commanderaent,wlich indeed 
is Moratl-px elfe the fourth Commandement muft not be 
reckoned as a part or member of the Decalogue : becaufc 
it did receive no fuch enlargement, as did the reft of the 
Commandemems,by our, Saviours preaching; (whereof 
fee Matth.% % 6. and 7 Chapters) but a difloTution rather 
by his pra&ice. Iufitn the Martyr more exprefly, in his v\al cum Trj* 
difpute with Trypho a learned /^maintains the Sabbath fbone. 
to be onely a Mofaicall Ordinance ; as wee (hall fee anon 
more fully ; & that it was impoled on the Jfraelites 9 <hd w 
dvofdat *mt5v> & i& oxKD&KcL^dM ) becaufe of their hard- 
heartedneffe,and irreguiaritie. TertullianzMo in his Trea- cmmuUou 
tifeagainft the Jews , faith that it was not jpiritale & 
aternummandatum • fedtemporale, quod quand&que cef- 
farety not a fpirituall and eternall inftitution , butatem- 
porall onely. The like faith ChryfoFlome , that this Com- Andmnt 12*. 
mandement is not any of thofe,?^ **> ™ <rw&A>T& t^uv tom.6% 
ixfii€a(j&vap 9 which naturally were implanted in us, or 
made knowne uqto our confcience : y-texmrtt ^ 
wt& y but that it was temporary and occafionall , and 
fuch as was to have an end ; where all the reft were ne- 
ceflary and perpetuall. Saint Aujlin yet more fully, that u upifoit ad 
it is no part of the Morall Law . For he divides the Law Gal&t. 
of Mofesinxoihtiz two parti, Sacraments, and morall 
duties : accounting Circumcifion, the New Mooncs, Sab- 
baths, and the Sacrifices , to appertain unto the firft : ad 
mores autem % nonoccidcs, &c. and thele Commande- 
mentl, Thou Jbalt not kfUy nor commit adultery >nor beare 
falfewitnejfc, and the reft, to be contained within the fe- De spirit* & 
cond. Nay more, hee tell us, that Atyfrdid receive a fcc.m. 

law 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



72 Chap. 4* tbeHiftrj of PaKtm. 
Law to be delivered to the people, writ in two Tables 
made of ftone by the Lords own finger : wherin was no- 
thing to be found either of Circnmcijion , or the Iewifi 
Sacrifices. And then hee addes, In iHitigitur decern pr*~ 
ceptia, except a Sabbati obferv&tione, dicatur mihi quid no n 
" fit obfervandum a foriftiano : Tell me, faith he, what 
tc is there in the 'Decalogue, except the obfervation of 
" the Sabbath day, which is not carefully to be obferved 
« of a Chtiftian man. To this wee may referre all thofe 
feverall places, wherein hee calls the fourth Coinmande- 
ment, precept urn figuratum, &in umbra pefitum, a Sacra- 
ment^ fhadow,apd a figure : as Trail .the third in loh. i . 
and Trail . 1 7«and 20 .in lob. 5 . AdBonifacJ.^ % T.j. contra 
TauftMamchJ.\Q,c>i%. the 1 4 Chapter of theBooke 
de Jpiritu & lit. before remembred : and finally, to go no 
further, £>n.in Ev0d.L2.qx. 1 73. where hee fpeakes tnoft 
a home, and to the purpo(e. Ex decern precept is hoc fo- 
« r lumfiguratcdi&umeJl.Ofall the ten Gomroandements 
this onely was delivered as a figne or figure. See alfo 
whatbfaid before out ofTheodorct 9 znd Sedulius^Chap.! 
n.6. Hefjchim goes yet further, and will not have the 
in LcvltXt. fourth Commandement to be any of the ten • Etfi decern 
c 16. mandatis infertum fit, nen tamen ex its ejfe ; and ho wfoe- 

ver it is placed amongft them, yet it is not of them. And 
therefore to make up thenamber, dividS&'the firft Cotn- 
^nandement into two , as thofe of Rome have done the 
lart , to exclude the lecond. But here Hefjchim was de- 
ceived , in taking this Commandement to be onely cere- 
monial!, whereas it is indeed of a mixt or middle nature: 
for fo the Schoolmen,and other learned Authours in thefe 
later times,grouiidingthemfelvesupon the Fathers,have 
relolved i: generally. Nor is it any prejudice unto the 
Decalogue, that any thing therein fliould be ccremoniall: 
God haply thinking fit, (as one rightly noteth) to difpofe 
it (o,that he might intimate the ptrpetua/l necejfitie, ofha- 
vingfome Ceremonies in the Church. So then, the fourth 

Com* 
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Commandment is »wv*#,asunto thedntie , that there 
muft be a time appointed for the fervice of God :and CV- 
rcimniaU^% unto the D ay 9 to be one of (even, and to 
continue that whole day ,' and to furceafe that day from 
all kindeof worke. As morally placed amongft the ten 
Commandments, extending unto all mankinde, and 
written naturally in our hearts by the hand of nature: 
as ceremoniaH^ppcvtzining to the Law LeviticaS 9 pecu- 
liar onely to the lews, and to be reckoned with the reft 
of AT^inftitutes. Aquinas thus, 2. 2*7/*. \ 12 .art. 4. 
reip. ad primum T ojtatm thus in Exod. 20. qn. \ 1 , So 
Petr. Galatinm tilfojtb.i 1, cap. 9. and Bonaventure in 
his Sermon on the fourth Commandment; and fo divers 
others : befldes what Ihall be faid hereafter of the Pro- 
tefiant Doctors. 

(4 J I fay, the fourth Commandment, fo farre as it is 
ceremonialism limiting the Sabbath day to be one of (e- 
ven, and to continue all that day,and thereon to (urceafe 
from alllrinde of labour: which three ingredients are re- 
quired in the Law,unto the making of a Sabbath : is to 
be reckoned with the reft of Mofes inftitutes,and proper 
onely to the fews. Forproofeof this, we have the Fa- 
thers very copious. And firft that it was one of Mofes 
inftitutes,//*/?** the Martyr faith exprefly. fzV^AV Did, cum Trj- 
apnt^*™ •^™w y Y$2'^ m *Mvvaiaf vLQ$&-nv y &c. As Cir- phone* 

cumcifion began from <ts4braham,znd as the Sabbath^ 
« Sacrifices, Feafts, and Offerings, came in by Mofes: 
€t lo were they all to have an end. And in another place 
of the fame Difcourfe, feeing there was no uleof Cir- 
<c cumcifion until! Abrahams time, <*v Uov<rieJs <m£- 
« &a,7i<7pLi' 3 nor QitheSabbathuntill Mofes: by thefame 
" reafon, there is as little ufe now of them,as had beene 
before. So doth Ettfebins tell us, t*Mw*mj- DeVrapant.l. 

« that Mofes was the firft Law-giver amongft the 
*< lews, who did appaint them to ©bferve a eertame 

" fah- 
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<c Sabbath, \n memory of Gods reft from the Worlds 
" Creation : as alio divers anniverfary Feftivals , toge- 
<c ther with the difference of cleane and uncleane crea- 
u tures, and of other Ceremonies not a few. Next A* 
G r thanafius lets as know, that in the Book of Exodus, we 
salt. have the inftitution of the Pafleover , the fweetaing of 

;he bitter waters of Marah , the fending downe of 
£htaih and Afannah, the waters iflhingfrom therockei 
ore ted d$y$v fiytv w t« mCCdr* vs^riif »<nt , what time the 

Sabbath tooke beginning , and the Law was publiflied 
by Mefes on Mount Sinai, Macarim a Contemporary 
Hm % ?. of aAthanafius doth affirme as much , viz,, that in the 
Law, Marine fmvr&; which was given by Mofes y it 
was commanded, as in a figure or a ftiadow, that every 
man (houldreft on the Sabbath day, from the works of 
in E^cb 20. laboar.Saint Hierome alio lets us know, though he name 
not Mofesy that the oblervation of the Sabbath, amongft 
other ordinances, was given by God unto his people in 
the Wilder ne^e. Hac precept a 9 &jjHfiificationes y & ob- 
ferv ant tarn Sab bat i, Dominns dedit in dejerto : which is 
as much, as if he had exprefly told us, that it was given 
De Pond & unto them by the hand of Mofcs. Then Epiphanim ,God 
rnmluY* n. 22. <« faith he,r eft ed on the (eventh day from all his labours; 

ic which day he blefled and fan&ified, ectoWs Sidyy*- 
« a« t4 Mavoy, and by his Angel made knowne the 
« fame to his (ervant Mo/es. See more unto this pur- 
vcfide onfod. pokadverf. htref.L 1. Ur % 6.n^ % Andtedly, Da?»afcen 
4i'A c 24. hath aflured us, that when there was no Law nor Scrip- 
ture, that then there was no Sabbath neither: but when 
the 'Law was given by Mofcs , J<pn?co$ii tu 0?^ ii raCCa- 
^thenVas the Sabbath fet apart for Gods publicke 
wor fhip. A dde here, that Tacitus ; and Iufiin both,referre 
the inftitution of thefabhath, unto Mo fet ooly:of which 
more hereafter. 

( 5 ) Next that the Sabbath was peculiar onely to the 
lews, or thofe, at leaft that were of the houle of Jfrael; 

the 
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the Fathers do affirme more fully, then they did the o- 
ther. For Co Saint Bafil 9 to vdCCctiw -m$ iVJW^ 
the Sabbath wasgiven unto the /w, in his firft Homily 
of Fafting. Saint Auftin fo, that it was given unto the 
former people; and namely to the Iews> or Hebrews, as 
he eHewhere calleth them : and given to them,not onely 
for their bodily reft, but for a type or figure of the reft 
to come. Or as his owne words are , Sab bat urn datum 
eft priori populo in otto corporal*, Epifio/a 1 1 $>. & Sab* 
batumludxisfuijfe praceptum in umbra futuri , de Gen. 
ad lit. A4. c. 1 1. and in the 1 3 . of the fame Booker num 
diem obfervandum mandavit populo Hebrseo : the like to 
which ©ccurres Epifi* so. ad Cafulanum. The lews, the 
Hebrews, and the former people ; all thefe three are one; 
and all do ferve to fhew, that Saint tAuftin thought the 
Sabbath to be peculiar unto them onely. That it was 
given unto the iVw, exclufively of all other Nations, is 
the opinion and conceit alio of the lews themfelves.Tbis 
Petrus Galatinus proves againft them, on the authority 
of their beft Authors. Sic enim legitur apud eos in Glojfa y c ^ x ^ x 
&c. We reade, faith he, in their Glojfe on thefe words 91 
of Exodus, T he Lord hath given you the Sabbath : what 
meane, fay they, thefe words, he hdth given it you? Quia 
vobis, viz>. Iudads dedit 9 & non gentibus facult : Becaufe 
it was given unto the lews, and not unto the Gentiles. 
It is affirmed alio, faith he, by R, Iohan»an> that what- 
soever ftatute God gave to Ifrael,hegave it to them pub- 
licity, except the Sabbath 5 and that was given to them 
in fecret : according unto that of Exodus. It is a figne 1.17. 
betweene me and the children of Ifrael. Quod ft it a efi > 
non obligantur gentes adfabbatum. If lo faith Galatinus, 
the Gentiles were not bound to ©bferve the fabbath. 
A figne berweene me and the children of Ifrael. It feemes, 
the Iewes were all of the fame opinion. For where they Ainfmnb In 
ufed on other dayes to weare their P/^SmV/ on their 
armesor fore- heads, to be a figne ox token to them, as 

the 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



y6 Chap. 4. TbeBiprytf Pakt.i. 

the Lord commanded 5 they layed them by upon the 
Sabbaths : becaufe, fay they, the Sabbath was it felfc a 
Jignc* So truly laid Procopius Gazam , Ita Iudads 

7« Ge*. n r4z//V fupremum numen % tit fegregarent a ceteris diebm 
diem feptimum, &c. " God, faith he, did command 
" the Jews , to (et apart the (eventh day to his holy wor- 
u (hip ; that if by chance they (hould forget the Lord 
<c their God, that day might call him backeunto their 
<c remembrances: where note, it wo* commanded to 
€e the Iewes alone. Adde, that fofepbus calls the Sab- 
bath in many places, a nationaU or locaU cufiome^rlv ttu- 
?&oy popov, a law peculiar to that people; as *Anticfu. 
lib. i^.cap. 18. & dellellotlib.z. cap. 16* as we (hall 
fee hereafter more at large. Laftly, fo given to the lews 
alone, that it became a difference betweene them, and 

inEigXio. a ^ ot her people. Saint Cyrill hath refolved it fo. God, 
c< faith he, gave the fews a Sabbath , not that the keep- 
cc ingof thefamefhouldbelufficient tocondu& them 
" to eternall life : Sed nt h<ec civtlis adminislrationu 
cc ratio peculiarity a gentium infiitutu diflinguat eos; but 
<f that fo different a form of civil government,(hould put 
<e a difference betweene them , and all Nations elfe. 
Theodoret more fully,that the ?tws being in other things 

i*E\scb,zo. like toother people, In obfervatione Sabbati, propriam 
videbantur ebtinere rempublicam ; feemed in keeping 
of the Sabbath, to have a cuftome by themfelves. And 
u which is more, faith he, their Sabbath put a greater 
" difference betweene the fews, and other people $ then 
€( their Circumcijion : For Circumcifion had been ufed 
<c by the Idumatans, and ^Egyptians : fabbati verb ob- 
€c fervationemfola Jud&orum natio cufiodiebat , But the 
c< obfervation of the Sabbath, was peculiar onely to the 
Jews. Nay, even the very Gentiles tooke it for a fewife 
Ceremony ; fofficient proofe whereof we fhall fee ere 
long. But what need more be faid in this, either that 
this was ooe of the Laws of Mojes, or that it was pecu- 
liar 
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liar to the fcws alone ; f eeing the fa me is teftified by the 

holy Scripture ? Thou camefi downe upon mount .Sinai, Cdp.19.j3dp 

faith Nehemiah, and Jpakefi with them [[the houfeof If- 

rael~]ftom Heaven : and gavefi them right judgements 

and true law s y good fiatutes and commandments , what 

more? It followed), And madefi knowne unto them thj 1 4 * 

holy Sabbaths, and commandedfi them precepts, fiatutes, 

and law s^hy the hand of thj fervant Moles, Adde here 

what God himfelfe delivered to his lervant Mefes> 

where he informed him that he had made the Sabbath, 

to be a figne betweene him and the people of Ifrael , Exod. 

31.16. 

(6) Now on what motives God was pleafed to pre- 
fcribe a Sabbath to thefews, more at this time, then any 
of the former ages; the Fathers feverally have told us: 
yea and the Scriptures too in feverall places, fufiin Mar- 
tyr, as before we noted, gives this generall reafon , be- 
caufe of their hard-heartednefle , and irregular courfes; 
wherein Saint Aufiin clufeth with him. Cejjarunt one- tx t^ov. 
raleguqu* ad duritiem cordis fudaici fuerunt data, in Tefo^* 
efcu, Sabbatis, &neomeniis : where note how he hath 
joyned together, new -mo ones, and fabbaths , and the 
Icwijb difference betweene meat and meat. Particularly, 
Qregory Njfen makes the fpeciall motive to be thh^d Ttftim. tivtn* 
fedandum nimium eorumpecunU ftudium y io to reftraine m °° m €2THe 
iC the people from the love of money. For comming 
<f out of tSEgypt very poore and bare, and having aU 
c < moft nothing but what they borrowed of the *sEgyp- 
€x tians ; they gave themfelves, faith he, unto continual! 
cc and inceflant labour , the fooner to attaine to riches. 
<c Therefore faid God, that they (hould labour fix dayes, 
€i and refi the feventh. Damafcen Somewhat to this _ ...... 

purpofe, 0 Qios 7v mtyj v& <piAQ<mfw, &c. God, faith m f*\ w**** 
* c he, feeing the carnall and the covetous difpofition of * c,6,t, 
<c the Ifraelites , appointed them to keepe a Sabbath^ 

that lo their fervants and their cattell might partake of 

reft. 
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c< reft. And then he addes,*^ 5 N Y&wKh&yvns, & c . 
cc as alfo, that thus refting from their worldly bufineflcs, 
<f they might repaire unto the Lord in Pfalmes % and 
u Hymnes, and Jpiritua/l fongs, and meditation of the 
l,$ t telohc.$. Scriptures. Rupertus harps 011 thefame firing that the 
others did, f ave that he thinks the Sabbath given for no 
orher caule, then that the labouring man being wearied 
with his weekly toyle, might hare feme time to refre/h 
his (pirits. Sabbatum nihil aliud eft nifi requies,vel quam 
ob caufam data eft y nifi ut operarins feffus cater is fcpti- 
mana diebus y uno die requiefceret ? Gaudentins Urixia- 
nus'm his twelfth Homily or Sermon, is of the fame 
minde aHo,that the others were 4 Thefe feeme to ground 
vcrf 14- themlelves on the fifth of Deuteronomy , where God 
commands his people to obferve his Sabbaths^ that thy 
man-fervant , and thy maid- ferv ant may reft as well as 
Vnj 1 5. thou. And then it folio weth, Remember that thou waft a 
fervant in the Land of JEgypt, and that the Lord thy 
God brought thee out thence ^though with a mighty hand 
and an out-firetehed arme : therefore the Lord thy God 
commanded thee to keepe the Sabbath day. The force of 
which illation is no more then this, that as God brought 
them out of *s£gjpt wherein they were fervant s ; fo he 
commands them to take pitie on their fervants, and let 
them reft upon the Jabbath: confidering that they them- 
felves would willingly have had fbme time of reft, had 
they beene permitted. A fecond motive might be this, 
to make them alwayes mindfull of that jpirituall reft, 
which they were to keepefrom the afts of finne ; and 
xhzttt email reft that they did expeft from all toyle and 
mifery. In reference unto this et email reft r Saint Au- 
xe GenMlu L gufttne tels us, that the fabbath wzs commanded to the 
fern, In umbrafuturi y qu<z Jpiritalem requiem figuraret; 
iAs aftadow of the things to come , in Saint Pauls lan- 
guage, which God doth prosiife unto thofe that do the 
works of righteonfnejfe \ And in relation to the other, 

the 
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the Lord himfelfe hath told us,that he had given his Sab- 
bath u n to the lews, to be a figne betweene him and them, 
that they might know >t hat he was the Lord that fanQifed 
them. Exod. 3 ! . 1 3 . which is again repeated by Ezek. ca. 
20. 1 2. That they may know that I am the Lord which 
fanSlifieth them. For God, as Gregory Nyfen notes ir, 
" feemes onely to propofe this unto himfelfe,that by all 
" meanes he might at leaft deftroy in man, his inbred 
<c corruption, »A tot b> tJ c*&Wt$>. This was cho7t^ 
<f his ay me in Circumcijion, and in the Sabbath^ and in " * m% *" 
cC forbidding them fome kiade of meats .* $ 

c « -nap* tLlu hi rd i&km <£<®&%uuf fiMwrm^ox by the Sab~ 
u bath he informed them of a reft from finne. To cite 
more Fathers to this purpofe were a thing unneceflary; 
and indeed fenfibile fkper fenfum. This yet confirmes 
usfurther, that the Sabbath was intended for 'the lews 
alone. For had God given the Sabbath to all other 
people,as he did to them ; it muft have alfo beene a figne , 
that the Lord had fanBified all people , asheedid the 
lews. 

(7) There is another motive yet to be confidered, 
and that concernes as well the day&% the injlitution .God 
might have given the lews a Sabbath , and yet not ty ed 
the Sabbath to one day of feven, or to the leventhpre- 
cifely from the Worlds Creation. C° n ft* tH *f 0 tuijfet>qHbd 
in die fabbati coleretur Deus>aut in die Martis, am in aU 
< c tera die. G©d,faith Toftatus, might have ordered it,to 
" have his Sabbath on the Saturday, or en theTuefday, 
or any other day what ever. What any other of the 
weeke,and no more thenfo ? No, he might have ap- 
pointed it, Ant bis^utfemel t ant urn in anno, ant in men- 
X once or twice a yeare, or every moneth, asheha4 
lifted. And might not God as well exceed this number, 
as fall fhort thereof ? yes fay the TroteftantDo&orSythzt 
he might have done. He might have made each third y 
£ fourth , pr fifth day a Sabbath ; indeed as many in Exod, 

G as 
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ct ashepleafed. Si volmjfet Bens ab fo lute uti dominio 
« fuo,potuit f lures dies imperare cnltuifuo impendent 
" dos : lo faith Do&or Rjvet, one of the Proftfiburs of 
" Leiden, and a great Friend to the antiquity of the 
Sabbath. What was the principal! motive then , why 
the feventh day waschofenfor this purpofe, and none 
but that ? fr* www h&p&tivim t£ Os*, to keepe God 
Did. enmity- alwayes in their minded; fo faith luflin Martyr. But 
phone. why fhould that be rather done by a feventh day Sab- 

De fefl.PtfcbaL u h*th % then by any other? Saint Cyrill anfwers to that 
bom.6. €e point exceeding fully. The lews , faith he, became 

€e infefted with the Idolatries of ^Egypt^ worfliipped 
" the Sunne, and Moone, and Starres, and the hoft of 
<c Heaven : which feemcs to be inflnuated in the fourth 
" of T>euter.verf ip. Therefore that they might un- 
€€ derftand the Heavens to be Gods workman (hip, cos 
« cpificem fuum tmitari jubet , he willeth them that 
'< they imitate their Creator ; that reftingon the/ii- 
" b*th day, they might the better underftand the rea- 
" fon of the Fcftmall. Which if they did, faith he, in 
<c cafe they refted on that day, whereon God had reft- 
<c ed,itwas a plaine confeffion that all things were 
u made by him 5 and confequently that there were no 
u other Gods befides him. Et h&c una ratio fabbato in- 
diEl&qtticti* ; And this, faith he, is the onely reaion of 
the Sabbaths reft. Indeed the ene and onely rea(on,that 
is mentioned in the body of the Commandment, which 
reflects onely on Gods reft from all his worke which he 
had made : and leaves that as the abfolute and fole occa- 
fion, why the feventh day was rather chofen , for the 
Sabbath ; then the fixth or eighth, or any other. Which 
being fo, it is the more to be admired, that?£i/# being 
a learned lew, or any learned Chriftian Writer, leaving 
the caufe exprefled in the Law it felfe,fhould feeke fome 
fecret reafon for it,out of the nature of theday,or of the 
ve Jbrtbtm. number* Firft, Philo tels us, that the lews do call their 

feventh 
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feventh day by the name of Sabbath , which fignifieth 
u repofe and reft. Not becaufe they did reft that day 
te from their weekly labours:*^' 077 0 ifctlbuos dei^f 
« eiasMi y^j. dTtitep©-, )y eifwiiuiw®") but becaufe /even 
" is found to be, both in the world and man himfelfe, 
iC the moft quiet number,moft free from trouble,warre, 
« c and all manner ©fcontention.A ftrange conceit to take 
beginning from a lew : yet that, that follows of Aretitis^ vrobkmloc, f 5. 
is as ftrange as this. Who thinks that day was therefore 
conlecrated unto reft 3 even amongft the Gentiles, Quod 
putarentcivilibws aElionibtts ineptumejje 9 fortafepr&pter 
frigHsplanetti) contemplationibus vero idonenm : becaufe 
u they thought that day, by reafon of the duinefie oft he 
* c Planet Satnrne, more fit for contemplation , then it 
was for adtion. Some had it feemes, conceived lb, in the 
former times, whom thereupon Toftatus cenfures in his 
Comment on the fift of D enter momj.Yor whereit was 
Godspurpofe,as before we noted out of Gyril.to weane 
thepeoplefrom Idolatry and Superftition: to lay down 
fuch a reafon for the obfervation of thtfabbath, was to 
reduce them to the worfhip ofthofe Starres and Planets, 
from which hedid intend to weane them. I had almoft 
omitted the conceit ©f Zanchie^cforc reraembfedjwho 
tbinkes that God made choice of this day the rather ; be- 
caufe that on the fame day , he had brought his people 
out of *ALgjpt\ In cale the ground be true , that on this 
day the Lord wrought this deliuerance for his people 
Ifrael; then his conceit may probably be countenanced 
from the fifth of Dent, where God recounting to his 
people, that with a mighty hand and an ©ut-ftretched 
arme he had delivered them from ^£gyft ; hath there- 
upon commanded them, That they Jktnld keepe the 
Sabbath day. Lay all that hath beene faid together, and it 
will come in all to this, that as the Sabbath was not 
knewn till Mifes time;fo being knowne,it was peculiar 
unto Ifrael onely. Nonnifi Mofaicse legit temporibns 
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in ufufuijjc fepimi diet cultum ; nec pofiea mfi penes He- 
brxos perdurafe,zs T vrniellus doth conclude it. I onely 
adde, that this aligning of a reafon to the fourth , and 
AndrJ 2,r, 6. to none other in the Decalogue, is by Saint Chryfoftomc 
made an argument,to prove the Sabbath not to be a part 
of the law of nature, or naturally made knowne unto 
<c our conferences. For, faith the Father, when God 
<c faith, Thou Jhalt not kill J ogpndvKf k, on mmv o$ovQ- 9 
<c he addes not any reafon unto the precept, intimating 
<c thatmurtherisanevillafl : as taking it for granted, 
« td ciweifbs Yifjutt 7nu£djM tS7d- s that that was naturally 
" knowne unt® us. Whereas in joyning them to keepe 
the Sabbath 9 he addes a reafon to the law, as being of 
that fort which had not formerly beene made knowne 
unto them by the light of nature. 

(2) For that the Gentiles ufed to keepe the f event h 
day (acred, as fome give it out,is no where to be found. I 
dare boldly fay it, in all the Writings of the Gentitcs.lhe 
feventh day of the moneth indeed they hallowed, and Co 
they did the firft, and fourth ; as Hefiod tels us. n?£W 

®j>tra&dku > 7 * 7f ** 71 m * * eJS W Not the firft day, 

and the fourth,and feventh of every -meekejtov t hen they 
muft have gone beyond the fem: but as the Scholiafi 
upon Hefiod notes it, of every moneth: d novilunio exor- 
fuslaudat tres, Beginning with the new moone he com- 
mends three day es,the firft,fourth,and feventh. And left 
it fhould be thought,that the feventh day is to be count- 
ed holier then the other two, becaule the attribute of 
ig£?V H^iy feemes joyned unto it: the Scholiafi takes away 
that fcruple, a novilunio exorfus treslaudat^omnes facras 
dicens^feptimam etiam ut Apollonis natal em celebrans^ 
and tels us that all three are accounted holy, and that the 
ieventh was alfo celebrated as Apotlos birth, day. For fo 
it followeth in the Poet, ™ $ hjiin&v* ^vdo^y^m 
Ahtw : from whence the Tlamines or (j entile Priefis did 
ale to call him iC^ajwf,*. the God borne on the fe- 
venth 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



Fart.x, the Sabbath. Chap4< 85 

venth day. For further proofe hereof, we finde in Alex- m b 
ander ah tAlexaxdr; that the firft day of every moneth, ™ mics 
was confecrated to Apollo* the fourth, to Mer curie 1 the MJ, " M 
feventh, againe unto Apollo\ the eight, to Thefeut, I he 
like doth Plutarch&y ot Neptune* where he affirmes 
that the Athenians offered unto Thefens their greateft 
facrifice,upon the eighth day ofOttober; becaufe of his 
arrivall,that day, from C rete: an d that they alio honour- 
ed him, *j w £mm oyJbaus on the eighth day of the other 
months ,becaufe he was derived from Neptune;to whom, 
on the eighth day of every monet h 9 thcy did offer facrifice. 
To make the matter yet more iiire, Philo hath put this *>e Decaiog\ 
difference betweene the Gentile s 9 znd the fews* that di- 
vert Cities of the Gentiles , did fblemnize the feventh 
day,**a£<&fuu'0?, onceamoneth, beginning their ac- 
count with the New-moone : to TxMav iSvQ- <rvvi%$fz 
but that the Jews did keep every feventh ^,conftantly. 
Its true that Philo tels us more then once or twice, how 
that the Sabbath was become agenerall Feftivall : but 
that was rather taken up, in imitation of the Ie ivs, then 
pra&ifed out of any inftinft or light of nature,as w e jfhall 
fee hereafter in a place more proper .Befides which daies 
before remembred,the fecond day was confecrate to the 
bonus genius- the third, and fifteenth, to Minerva ; the Hoff>i*. de orig. 
ninth, unto the Sunne; the laft, to and ever? 20. Fe P* c 

day kept holy by the Epicures. Now as the Greeks did 
confecrate the New-moones,amd feventh day, to Phoebus* 
the fourth of every inoneth,to Mercury*, and the eighth, 
to Neptune, & ficde ceteris : fo every ninth day in the 
yeare, was by the Rdmans anciently kept facred unto Iu- 
piter ; the Flaminesox Priefls upon that day, offering a SamrnJ.ix.i6. 
Ramme unto him for afacrtfice. Nundinas Icvis ferias 
ejfe,ait Granius Licinius : fiquidem Flamimca omnibw 
nundinis £every ninth day] in regia, lovi arietem folere 
immotare: as in Macrohim % So that we fee the feventh 
day was no morein honor,theq either the firfl a fourth a or 
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eighth ;and not (o much a$ was the ninth: this being,as it 
were,a weekly Feftivall;andthat,a monethly.A thing fo 
*.Ei>,p, 65. cleare and evident,that Doftor Bound could tell us, that 
the memory of Week* and Sabbaths was altogether fup* 
preffed and buried amovgft the Gentiles. And in the for- 
i€ merpage. But how the memory of the (eventh day 
u was taken away amongft the Remans y Ex veieri nun- 
<c dinaruminfiituto apparet 9 lziti\ Berotldtu. And Sat ah 
€t did altogether takeaway from the Grecians > the holy 
<c memory of the (eventh day, by obtruding on them 
<c wicked rites of Superftition, which on the eighth day 
•* they did keep in honour of Neptune.So that befides o- 
<c ther holy dayes, theoneofthemobferved the eighth 
c< day,and the other the ninth ,and neither of them both 
c: the (eventh as the Church doth now , and hath done 
" alwayesfrom the beginning. Its true, Diogenes the 
Sachin Tibtu Grammarian^ did hold his deputations conftantly upon 
M»- the Saturday or Sabbath :znA when Tiherim at an extra- 

ordinary time came to hcare his exercifes; In diem fcpti- 
mum diftuUrat) the Pedant put him off,untill the Satur- 
day next following. A right Diogenes indeed,& as rightly 
lerved. For corning to attend upon Tiberim ,being then 
made Emperour;he fent him word,?> pofi annum fepti- 
mtim rediret ,that he would have him come againe the fe- 
venth yeare after. But then as true it is, which the fame 
Bt Wu[lrib* Suetonius tels us ef Antonim Gnipho, a Grammarian too, 
Gtw ,¥*f . t h at he taught Rhetorickjzvtxy AzyiJ>eclamaret vere nen 
nifinundini* ,but declaimed onely on the ninth. But then 
as true it is, wfaich luvenal hath told us of the Roman e 
Rhetoricians, that they pronounced their Declamations 
on the fix th d ay chiefly. 

Nil falit Arcadico ]uveni y cu]Hs mihifexta 
gukquedie, miferum dirm caput Annibal impletl 
As the Poet hath it. 

All dayes,it feemes, alike to them; the firft, fourth, fixth, 
dghth,ninth,and indeed what not,as much in honour as 

the 
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the yjw*fj&: whether it were in civil fix in facred meters 
(9) I am not ignorant that many goodly Epithet esixt 
by fome ancient Poets amongft the (jr^i^^appropria- 
ted te this day : which we finde gathered up together, 
by Clemens Alexandrine, *n& Sufebim^x before either £^ s ^; ,y 
of them, by one Arifiobulus a learned lew, who lived 
about the time of Ptolomie Philometor King of ts&gypt* 
Both and H*iw<fr, as they there are cited , give it 
the title ofties* »Wf or an holy day, and fo it was efteem- 
ed amongft them.as before is ihewne : but other dayes 
efteemed asholy.From Homer they produce two verier 
wherein the <Poet feemes to be acquainted with the 
Worlds Creation,and the perfection of it on thefeventh 
day. 

*EC&{jAn dV it tiwoymv 'poor 'A^poyr©-. 

On the [eve nth day all things were fully doue^ 
On that we left the waves of Acheron. 

The like are cited out of Linns, as related by Eufebius, 
from the colleftions of Arifiobulns before remembred: 
but are by Clemens fathered on C* ttim * chus > anot her of 
the old Greek Poets; who betweene them thus. 

Which put together may be thus Englift*ed,in the main* 
though not verbatim. 

On thefeventh day all thingsnrerc made complete. 

The birth-day of the World y mop good 9 mo ft great. 

Seven brought forth all thing* in the fiarrie skjc; 

^Keeping each ye are their courfes conftantly. 

G 4 This* 
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This, Clemens makes an argument, that not the fews 
only but the Gentiles alfo,knew that the feventh day had 
apriviledge,yea,and was hallowed above other dayes; 
on which the world, and all things in it, were complete 
and finiflied. And fo we grant they did : but neither by 
the light of nature , nor any obfervation of that daya- 
moagft themfelves, more then any other. Not by the 
light ok nature* For Ariftobulfu, from whom Clemens 
probably might take his hint, fpeakes plainly, that the 
poets had confalted with the holy Bible, & from thence 
lucked this knowledge : tyffi y^^tm RiMav iut&kwq- 

Ap.Eufib. m 9 as t hat Author faith of Hefiod, and Homer. Which 
well might be, confider[ng that Homer who was the 
oldeft of them, flouriflied about 5 00. yeares after Mefes 
death ^CaUimachm who was the lateft,above yoo.yeares 
after Homers time. Nor did they fpeake it out of any 
obfervation of that day, more then any other , amongft 
themfelves. The generall pra&ice of the Gentiles ^{oxt 
related, hath throughly, as we hope, removed that fcru- 
ple. They which from thefe words can collect a Sab- 

Stram. 1. 5. bath, had need of as good eyes as Clemens ; who out of 
Plato in his fecond de rep ub .conceives that he hath found 
a fufficient warrant for the oMerving of the Lords day, 
above all the reft: becaule it is therefaid by Plato, That 
[nek as had for [even dayes fo laced in thepleafant Mea- 
. do7vs 9 were to depart upon the eighth , andmot ret time till 
-foure dayes after .As much a Lords day in the one, as any 
Sabbath in the other. Indeed the argument is fo weake, 
that (ome of thole, that thought it of efpeciall weight, 
have now deferted it, as too light and triviall. Ryvet by 
name, who cites moft ofthefe Verfes in his notes on Ge- 
nefis^ to prove the Sabbath no lefle ancient then the 
worlds Creation;dothon the 2) ecalogue ,think them ut- 
terly unable to conclude that point,2W/£ aliunde fiifnlci- 
antur, unleffe they be well backed, with better argu- 
ments and authorities, out of other Authors. 

(lo) Nay, 
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( i o) Nay, more then this,thc G miles were fo farre 
from fanUifying the (abbatb or feventh day, themfelves ; 
that they derided thofe that kept it. The Circumcifion of 
the tews, was not more ridiculous amongft tbe Heathens, 
then their Sabbaths were; nor were they more extreme- 
ly feoff ed at for the one, then for the other , by all forts of ^p^ugdtcvit 
Writers, Seneca layes it to their charge, that by occafion r£ W- 6:iI > 
of their Sabbaths, feftimamfere utatis (u<& partem vacan- HifiJ. 5. 
do perdant ,they (pent the feventh part of their lives in {loth 
and idlenefle : and Tacitus, that not the feventh day, but 
the feventh yearealfo, was asunprofitably wafted. Sep- 
timo quoque die otium flacuiffeferunt ; dein blandiente in- 
ertia , feptimum quoque annum ignavia datum, Afofes, 
faith hee , had fo appointed, becaufe that after a long fixe 
dayes march , the people became quietly fetled on the fe- 
venth. Iuvenal makes alfo thefame obje&ion,againft the S " M *' 
keeping of the Sabbath by the Iemfh Nation. 

■ quodfeptima qu&quefuit lux 

Ignava, & part em vita non attigit ullam. 

Every feventh day in floth they loofe, 
And on it no imployment ufe. 

And Ovid doth not onely call them feregrina fabhata, as Rtmu amor A 1 * 
things with which the Romans had but fmall, and that 
late acquaintance:but makes them a peculiar marke of the 
fewi/b Religion. 

Quaque die redeuntjrebm minus apt a gerendu y z> e ^ r£c /, t t 

Culta Paleftino feptima facra viro. 

The feventh day comes, for bufinefle unfit ; 
Heldfacred by the lew, who hallow eth it. 

Where by the ^vj{Tofiam notes upon thefe words, that 

facra 
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facra feptima are here afcribed unto the fewes , as their 
badge or cognizance: which had been moft improper,and 
indeed untrue, Jigentes aha fervarent fabbattam, if any o- 
ther Nation, fpecially the Romans had obferved the fame. 
Eut to proceed , Ferfms bits them in the teeth with their 
t*t A* recmitafabbata : and Martial fcornfully calleth them 

l.l %i 4- Sabbatarians , in an Epigram of his to Bajf w,where rec* 
koning up feme thiags of an unfavoury fmel,hc reckoneth 
/ipnd lofephum Sabbatariorumjejunia, amongft the principal!. So Aga- 
Antiq /.12.1. charcides who wrote the lives of Alexanders lucceflburs 
acculeth them of an unfpeakable fuperftition ;in that A* & 
im&v J\i***Af**naM , they luffered Ptohmie to take their 
City of Hierufalem , on a fabbath day, rather then ftand 
upon their guard. But that of Apion y the great Clerk of 
joppb *£v. ^Alexandria, is the moft ftiamefull and reprochfiill of all 
A/inJ** the reft j \y ho,to defpight the ?ews the more,and lay the 
deeper ftain upon their Sabbaths ; relates in his Egyptian 
ftory, that at their going out of Egypt , having travelled 
for the fpace of fixe whole dayes , they became ftricken 
with certain inflamations in the privy parts , which the 
Egyptians call by the name of Sabbo: ^ c/>* tout r imtur 
t3 iCJtiffl wfttpct eLvimvmn > and for that caufe they were 
compelled to reft on the feventh day , which afterwards 
they called the Sabbath. Then which, what greater ca- 
lumny could a malicious Sycophant invent againft them? 
Doubdefle, thofe men that fpeake fodefpicably andre- 
prochfullyof the Iewifb Sabbath ; had never any of their 
own. Nor did the Greeks and Latines^nd Egyptians only 
oat of the plenty,or the redundance rather of their wit,de- 
ride and feoff the Sabbaths celebrated by thofe of Jewry :k 
WMW- was a fcorn that had before been faftned on them , when 
wit was not fo plentifull, as in later times.For fo the Pro- 
phet Jeremiah in his Lamentations, made on the death ©f 
King Ioftah. The adverfariesfar* her, and did mockjtt her 
Sabbaths. The Jewes muft needs be jmgular in this obfer- 
vation.All Nations elfe,both <7r^# zn&*B4rb*rtM,hzd 

never 
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never fo agreed together, to deride them for it. 

00 Yet we deny not all this while,but that the fourth 
Comandementjfo much therof as is agreeable to the Ut* 
and light of nature r wzs not alone imprinted in the minds 
of the G entiles Jour, pra&ifcdby them. For they had ftatts 
diesjomc appointed times , appropriated to the worfhip 
of their feverall gods , as before was fhewed : their holy- 
days>$z half-holydajs, according to that eftimation which 
their gods had gotten in the World. And this as well to 
comfort and refrefli their fpirits,wbich otherwifebad bin 
fpent & wafted with continuall lab©ur;as to do lervice to 
thofeDeities,which they chiefly honoured. Dii genus ho- De [ ct ^ 
toinum laboribm nature prejfum miferati , remijponem U- ' ** 

tor urn ftatuerunt folenniafefla • was the refolution once 
©f Plato. But this concludes not any thing,that they kept 
the fabbath, or that they were obliged to keep it, by the 
law of nature. And where it is conceived by fome,that the 
Cj entiles by the light of nature had their weeks , which is Pmh 
fuppofed to be an argument that they kept the Sabbath;* Ll >™- 
week being onely of [even dayes, and commonly fo cal- 
led both in Greeks % and Latine ; wee on the other fide af- 
firme, that by this very rule, the Gentiles^ many of them, 
if not the moft, could obferve no Sabbath • becaufe they 
did eblerve no weeks* For firft the Chaldees^nd the Per- 
/tans, had no weeks at all : but to the feverall dayes of each 
feyeraH moneth, appropriated a particular name of fome 
King or other ; as the TeruvUns doe at this prefent time: EmenJ t m 
& nomina diebus menfis indunt, ut prifci Per/k, as Scaliger * 
hath noted of them. The Grecians alfo did the like in the 
times of old : there being an old Attic^ Calendar to be 
feen in Scaliger, wherein is no divifion of the moneth into- 
weeks at all. Then for the Romans y they divided their ac- 
compt into eighths and eighths ; as the f ewes didby fevens 
and k vens : the one refle&ing on their nmdina , as the o- 
ther did upon their Sabbath. Ogdoas Romanorum in tri~ 
buiione dierumfervabatnr propter nundinas , ut hebdomas W ' * :% 

apud. 
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apud Iudaros propter Sabbatum.Yox pfoof of which there 
are tome ancient Roman Calendars to be feen as yet , one 
in the aforefaid Scaliger; the other in the Roman Antiqui- 
ties of John Roffinm: wherein the dayes are noted from A 
to H, as in our common tsflmanack* from tA to G. The 

'd LuBdiui. Mexicans go a little further , and they have 1 3 dayes to 
the week's the fame Scaligerhzxh obfcrved of them.Nay 
even the fares themfelves,were ignorant of this divifion 

JaUvu.ti* oftheyeere, intoweeks, as Tofiatus thinks; till Mofes 
learnt it of the Lord, in the fall of Mannab. Nor were the 
Greeks, & Romans 9 dcftkutc of this accompt ;onely whiles 
they were rude and untrained people , as the Peruvians 

Hlli and the Mexicans at this prefent time : but when they 

were in their greateft flourifti for Arts and Empire. Dion 

?iatnra!>7. affirmes it for the ancient Grecians y that they knew it not; 

ot $ dzyzcoi l^nvzs tivro n-nWJo 5 for ought hee 
could learne : and Seneca more punctually, that firft they 
learnt the motions of the Planets , of Eudoxus , who 
brought that knowledge out of Egypt \ andconfequently 
could not know theweekf before. And for the Romans , 
though they were well enough acquainted with the Pla- 
netsin their latter times; yet they divided not their Ca~ 
lendars into weeks , as now they doe, till neere about the 
time ofjB ionyfius Exiguus , who lived about theyeere 
of Chrift, 520. Nor had they then received it in all pro- 
bability , had they not long before admitted Chriftianicy > 
throughout their Empire; and therewithall the know- 
ledge of the holy Scriptures, where the accompt by weeks 
was exceeding obvious. Therefore according to this rule, 
the Chaldecs, Perfians, Greeks, and Romans, all the foure 
great Monarchies,didobferve no Sabbaths ; becaufe they 
did obferveno^^r. Which faid in this place once for 
all, wee refolveit thus : that as the Ifraehtes kept no Sab* 
bath before the Law , fo neither did the Gentiles when 
the Law was given : which prooves it one of Mofes Or- 
dinances, no prefcript of nature. 

Chap. 
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Chap. j. 



3* 



Chap. V. 

The Pra&iceofthe lews in fuch obfervan* 
ces, as wereannexed unto the 

Sa B B ATHt 



( l) Of feme particular adjuntts affixed unto the 
Iewifo Sabbath, (2) The Annuall Feftivals called 
Sabbaths in the Booke ofCjod, and reckoned as a part of the 
fourth Commandement. (3) The Annuall Sabbaths no 
lefe folemnely obferved and celebrated , then the rpeekly 
were ; if not more folemnely. (4) Of the Parafceve 
or Preparation to the Sabbath, and the folemneTe&ivzlls. 
( 5 ) All manner of worke , as well forbidden on the An- 
nuall, as the weekly Sabbaths. (6 ) What things were 
I A* full to be done on the Sabbath dayes. (7) Touching 
the prohibitions of not kindling fixe,and not drefling meat. 
( 8 ) what moved the Gentiles , generally > to charge the 
lews, with Fafting on the Sabbath day. (9) Touching 
this Prohibition , Let no man goe out of his place on the 
Sabbath day. (1 o) All\z wf ull recreations , as Dan- 
cing, Feafting, Man-like Exerciles , allowed and pr*tt*~ 
fed by the lews upon their Sabbaths. 




CO 

Shewed you in the former Chapter, the 
inftitutionof the fabbath, by wham it 
was firft publiftied , and to whom pre- 
ferred. It now remaynes to fee, how it 
was obferved % how farre the people 

thought 
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thought themfelves obliged by it, and in what cafes they 
werepleafed codifpe^ Which that we may 

the better do*W£ wffitakeBpice tirft of the Law it felfe, 
what is contained in the fame, what the [Math fignifi- 
cth : and then of fuck particular obfervances , which by 
particular ftatutes were affixed by God to the fourth 
Commandement , either by way of Comment on it , or 
addition to it ; and after were milconftrued by the 
Scribes,and Pharifees 5 to infnare the people. And firft,not 
to fay any thing in this place,of the quid neminu, or deri- 
v vation of the word, which Phtlo and lofephw , and the 
Seventy doe often render by cLvcLtizmtis , refofe or reft : 
fabbath is ufed in Scripture to figpifie fome feledted time 
by God himfelfe deputed uat® reft and holintffc Moft 
fpecially and <sw-*«5w\ it points out unto us the feventb 
day , as that which was firft honoured with the name of 
Sabbath , Exodus 16.25. and in the fecond place thofe 
other Fefltvahy which were byGod prefcribedto the 
houfe of ffrael, and are called Sabbaths alfo,as the others 
were. Of tbefetheone was weekly > and the others An- 
nual! : the Ncw-mooncs not being honoured with this 
title in the Book of God, though in Heathen Authoars. 
The weekly Sabbath was that day , precifely , whereon 
God refted from the works which he had made ; which 
he commanded to be kept for a day of reft unto the lews; 
that fo they might the better meditate on the wondrous 
works,that he had done ; every feventh day exa&ly , in a 
continuall revolution, from tiole to time. Therefore, faith 
^ a ~ , 1 ^****/**»»when we have reckoned to fevendayes,*cU/p 
Avaw/^x-nfj } ygjL ajm <Qpa>-nn cteytnu, our computation 
of the time runnes round, and begins anew. Thefeas in 
generall, and **t fyxj', as before 1 faid , they were cal- 
led Sabbat b s : fo were there fonae of them that had parti- 
cular ad/un&s , t whereby to Jfcnp\v thcip from *he reft : 
whereof the one yjz^cprifiant^ And the other cafyall. T he 
tonfiant adjUH&\% t&at of Ji\ii$3fy£m edfCmpfr or fab* 
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batumfccttndoprimum, as the Lathe renders it : mention 

whereof is made in Saint Lukes Gefpel. Our EngUfi cafAi* 

reads it, oh the fecond Sabbath after the firft. A place and 

paffage which much exercifed mens wits , in the former 

times,and brought forth many ftran^e conceits : untill at 

laft, this, and the fophifiarum^ndfuper fin- C*!*** ***'- 

viosmanarefontes , came to be reckoned in a Proverbe, 

as prepofterous things. Sca/igerhzthef late, untied the 

knot, and refolved it thus, that all the Weeks or Sabbaths Emenl Tmt* 

from Pafch to Pentecoft, did take their name ami 4 Ay-re- lvjJi% 

&>* iaj&IQ-, from the fecond day of theFeaftof Patfe- 

over ;that being the Epoche&x point of time, from which 

the fifty dayes were to beaccompted by the Law : and 

that the fir ft Weeke or sabbath after the laid fecond day, 

was called JivTi&vpwlQ- , the fecond , AimejAuTs^ 

the third, AvTi^mr^ and fo the reft. According to 

which reckoning , the fecond Sabbath after the firfi , as 

We tranflate it,muft be the firft Sabbath imi i*? j\vne?i, 

from the fecond day of the Takeover. The cafuall ad- 

j/*»#*s,that fometimes there was a Sabbath that was cal- Cap 1 9 3 r. 

led adCCcLiw , £>r^ Sabbath ; or as it is in Saint 

io&wj Cofpel (*s>*Aw ifj&ez to w-QCclt* , magnns tile dies 

Sabbati , as the Latine hath it. And is^ fo called not for 

its o wne fake,for Cafaubon hath rightly noted, nunquam ExerciS. w« j i , 

AppeUationemfabbatotribHtamYcpcriri propter ip fum: 
but becaufe then, as many other times it did, the "Take- 
over did either fall , or eUe was celebrated on a Sabbath. 
Even as in other cafes , and at other times, when any of 
the greater and more folemne Fe&ivalls did fall upon the 
Sabbath day, they ufed to call \\. % SMatHtnfabbatorHm y a Ejj/li toj,* , 
fabbathoffabbaths. u n t nwihyu&>* *a) itclCCczto) <rvv(- 
vi7z}i 9 m£€cLTv<* r su££(L<w9 IkakHih , as ffidore Pclufiotcs 
notes it. 

( i ) For that the AnnuaR Feafis were called Sabbaths 
too,is moft apparant in the Scriptures ; elpecially Z*z># # 
a 3 , where both the Patfeover, the Feaft oi Trumpets 9 
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the Feaft of Expiation , and the Feaft of Tabernacles, arc 
feverally entituled by the name of Sabbaths. The Fathers 
alfo note the fame, ^dCCarov S^W drf** 9 iaith 
mm in MMh Saint Chrjfofome : and **CC*ro UpiM ***?r/,faith 
39/ 7/J^ ? in the place before remembred. Even the JVw- 

moonesy amongft the Gentile s> had the fame name alfo; as 
may appeare by that of Horace who calls them in his Sd- 
L.i 5^.9. Jfyw, fricefimafabbata , becaufe they were continually 
celebrated every thirtieth day. The like they did by all 
Emend. Tem$. the reft, it ?ofeph Scaligers note be true , as I thinke it is ; 
lib. \ • who hath affirmed exprefly , Omnemfeftivitatem Iudai- 

cam non folum Iudseos, fcd& Gentiles, fabbatum vocarc. 
Nay, as the weekly Sabbaths Somt of them had their pro- 
per ad junfts : fo had the annuaU. Saint sAthanafius tels 
T)tSabhat.& us c f the Feaft of Expiation, that it was m£6*m 0*$$** 
c'mmvU wv 3 or t h e principall Sabbath : for fo I take it is his mea- 
ning: which felfe fame attribute is given by Origen, to 
in Km a 3 * t ^ e p ea ^ Q f Trumpets. Clemens of Alexandria t 6. Stro- 
bom.il* »Mf .brings in a difference of thofe Feftivalls,'out of a fup- 
pofed worke of Saint Peter the Apoftle: wherein, befides 
the New-moons&nd Pajfeover, which are there to named, 
they arediftributed into ™Mcmv «p£wr i^iiww ptyt^ny 
y!&c?.v>Qr the firft Sabbath, the Feaft Kax\&yiv {o 
£acm*jm« called, and the G><?*tf day. C4/i^» tor his part prote- 
fteihjpfiobfcurumejfc quU Jit Sabbatumprimum , that he 
was yet to leek what (hould the meaning be of that firft 
Sabbath. But Scaligcr conceives , and n©t improbably, 
that by this firft Sabbath 9 or^W was meant 

Bmcnd.TcMp. ^ c of Trumpets , becaufe it was cd/wf , or the 
beginning of the civill yeere : the fame which Origen 
calls Sabbatum fabbatorum, as before we noted. As for 
the Feaft igo^V fo named in Clemens, that hee con- 
ceives to be the Feaft of Pent ceo ft ; and (the great day in 
him remembred, the Feaft of Tabernacles: for the which 
laft,he hath authority in the Scriptures, who tell of the 
Great day oi this very Feaft^.7.37. Not that the Feaft 
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of Tabernacles was alone (o called , but in a more jefpeci- 
all manner: For there were other day esfo named, befides 
the Sabbaths. Dies obfervatu,{mh Tertutttan>& fabbata, CentnMaftkn 
Htopinor, & cocnas fur as , & jejuni* > 0* dies magnos. 
Where fabbata & dies magni , are diftinguifhed plainly. 
Indeed it flood with reafon that thefe annuall Sabbaths, 
fhould have the honour alio of particular adjunHs , as the 
weekly had: being all founded upon one & the fame Com- 
mandement. Philo affirmes it for thclewes, dte li^ov DeDecalog. 
lC 70 mex <f , &c« The fourth Commandement, 

u faithhe,u of the Sabbath,4»^^Feftiralls,<^r^v^,^/ 
fc Sacrifices, formes of purifying , and other parts of di- 
vine voorjbip. Which is made good by Zanchie for the 
Chriftian Writers, who in his worke upon the 7)ec** 
logue doth refolve it thui , Sabbati nomine *d Iuda?os in Mandat^J 
quodattinebat y T^em inteUexit nonfolumfabbatumfeptem 
dierum % fed fabbata etiam annorum, item omnia fefta^^u^t 
u per Mofen Hits explicavit. By Sabbath , faith that Au- 
cf thour God doth figni fie, notonely the weekly Sab- 
€€ bath, but the Sabbath of yeares, and all the other 
u Feafts, which hee commanded to the fewes , by his 
<c fervant Mofes. So he, in his expofition on the fourth 
<c Commandement. It was the MoraR part of the 
fourth Commandement , that fome time fhould be fee 
apart for Gods publicke fervice : and in the body of that 
Law it is determined of that time , that it fhould bee 
ene day in feven. Yet not exclufively , that there 
fhould bee no other time appointed, either by God, or 
byhis Church , then the feventh day onely. God there- 
fore added other times, as to him feemed beft , the 
lift whereof wee may behold in the twenty third of Le- 
viticus : and the Church too by Gods example , added 
alfo fomc, as namely the Feaft of Dedication^ and that of 
Purim. 

( 3 ) Now as the Annual Feflivalls ordained by 
Cod, had the name of Sabbath, as the -weekly had: fo 
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the obfervancet in them were the fame, or not much dif* 
ferent. If in feme things, the weekly Sabbaths feemed to 
have preheminence, the Annuall Sabbaths went beyond 
them , in fome others alfb. For the continuance of theft 
Feafts , t\ieweekly Sabbath was cobeob{ervedfA™#£j&* 
out their generations, for a pcrpctuall covenant , Ex 1.\6, 
So for the Pafeover, you (hall obferveit throughout jour 
generations , by an ordinance for ever. Exod 1 2 . 1 4. The 
like of Pentecoji , it fballbe-aflaiutefor ever , through- 
out your generations $ Levitietu '23.21, So alf© for the 
Feaft of 'Expiasion , Leviticus 2t*Zi* and for the Feaft: 
of Tabernacles .Levitt 3 .4 1 . Where note, that by thefe 
words/or cver&nd throughout their generations, it is not 
to be underftood that thefe leirifb Fefiivalh were to be 
perpetually for then they would oblige us now as they 
did the fewes.bixt that they were to laft as Ibng,as the Re* 
publick of the lewes £hould ftand ; and the AiofaicaU Or- 
^ 1 ii . dinances were to be in force. c Peroenerationes veffras, i.e. 

quam dm Re(f>ub. Iudatca conftaret, as Toftatms netes up- 
©n this twenty third of Leviticus. For the fblemnity of 
thefe Feafts, the prefence of the high Priefis was as necek 
fary in theone,asin the other.The high Priefts zllb (faith 
Iolephm)afcendedwith the Priefis into the Temple ,dti\ 
orti> and yet not alw ayes, but onely on the Sabbaths , and 
New-mooncs , if miopn Tidrei&U h mwhyjeit im^h^ dp- 
ykn cV'Sw , as alfo on thefe other Feafis, andfolemnc af- 
fcmblies , which yeerly were to be obferved % according unto 
the cuHome of the Country. And hitherto, wee finde no 
difference at all : but in the manner of the reft, there ap- 
peares a little, bet ween the weekly Sabbath , and fome of 
the AnnualL For of the weekly Sabbath it is faid expref- 
ly, that thou fbalt doe no manner of worke : as on the other 
1^.23.7,11, fide, oi the Pajfeover, the Tentecoft, the Feafi of Trum- 
S a pets, and of Tabernac les,t\&t they fba/i do no fervile work: 

which being well examined , will be found vhe fame in 
fence, though not in found. But then again for ;fence and 
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found it is exprefly faid of the Expiation 9 that therein 
thou Jhalt do no manner ofworkj as was affirmed before of 
the weekly Sabbath, So that befides the feventh day Sab* 
bath % there were feven Sabbaths in the yeare , in fixe of 
which, vfc>. the firft and feventh of unleavened breads the 
fayofPentecofi, the Feaft of Trumpets find ihe fir ft and 
eighth day of the Peaft of Tabernacles, they were to doe 
no fervileworkfandoniht Expiation day , no work? at 
all.So that in this refpeft the weekly Sabbath and the day 
tf expiation were dire&Iy eqaall , according to the very 
letter. Iti other things the day of expiation feemes to 
have preheminence : firft , that upon this day onely,the 
high Prieft, omnibus pontificalibm indumentis indutw, at- 
tired in his Pontificals might goe into the SanBum San- 
ihrum,or the holiefi of all 9 to make attonement for the 
people; whereof fee Levit.\6. Andlecondly, in that 
the facrifices for this day were more, and greater, thea 
thofe appointed by the Lord for the weekly Sabbdths : 
which laft is all© true of the other Feftivalls. For where 
thefacrifice appointed for the weekly Stbbath, confifted 
onely of two L*mbe*,wz* and above the daily facrifeve ; 
With* meat- offering and a drink-offering thfereunto pro- 
portioned : onthe Ncw-moones, and all the Annual I fab- 
baths before remembred, the Sacrifices were enlarged, 
nay, more then tteblcd j as is expreffedin the 2 8.and 29 
oftheboQkeoFJV#«**ttf. Nay, if it fcaphed any time as 
(ome tirtiesit did, that any of thefe Fefiivals did fall upon 
thcweeklyfabbath ; or that two of them, as;the New- 
mo one, and theFeaftof Trumpets, fellupon thefame;the 
fervice of the weekly febbath lefleaed not at %\h the focri- 
/fc^deftifiatetothc Annnall Sabbath* but they were all 
performed in their fevetafl ttithnThe Text it felfaffirmes 
as much, in the two Chaptefs before fpecified : and for 
the practice of it, that (o it was , it is apparant to be feen 
in the Hebrew Cedars. Onely the difference was this Ap.Ainfwmi, 
Rabbi Matmony iniorm^us, that the addition of the * nNm **»< 
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Sabbath was firft performed ; and after, the addition of 
the New-moone^ndi then the addition of the Good day y oz 
other Feflivall. So that in cafe the weekly Sabbath had a 
priviledge above the Annually in that the Shew-breador 
the loaves of proportion , were onely fet before the Lord 
on the weekly Sabbaths : the Annnall fabbaths y feeme to 
have had amends , all of them in the multiplicity of their 
faerifiees ; and three of them in the great iolemnity and 
concourfeof people* For it is manifeft in the Scripture, 
that all the people otlfrael were bound to appeare before 
the Lord on thofe three great Feftivals ; the Pajf cover 
the Pentecost , and the Feafi of Tabernacles. As for the 
penalty inflifted on the breakers of thefefolemne Fefli- 
valls y it is exprefly laid of the weekly Sabbath,thzt who- 
mever doth any worke therein fhallbee put to death; Exo- 
dus 3 i .i 5, and in the Verfe before, That whofoever doth 
any work? therein , that foule Jhall be cut off(px *as the 
Chaldee Paraphrafe reads it , that man Jhall bedefiroyed) 
from amongfl hUpeople. Which if itfignifiethefame , as 
by the Chaldee Paraphrafe it feemes to doe;it is no more, 
then what is elfewhere laid of the Expiation , for fo faith 
XwMjjOt the Text. And whatfoever foule it be 9 thatdoth any work? 

in that fame day y that foule will I defiroyfrom amongfl hk 
people. But if the phralebc different, as the Rabbins fay, 
the difference is no more,then this;that they which break 
the weekly Sabbath , are to be put to death by the Civill 
Magiflrate: and they which work upon the Feaft of Ex- 
piation, (hall be cut of by GW,by untimely deaths. As for 
Ap.Amfonib. the other sAnnuall Sabbaths, the RabbinshzVc determi- 
inUviLz}.?. « nedthus, that whofoever doth in any of them, fuch 
u works as are notneceflary for food,as if he build,or pul 
c< downe, or weave,and the like, hee breaketh a Com- 
<c mandement,aBd tranfgrefleth againft this prohibition, 
<c yee Jhall not doe any fervle worke : and if hee doe , aad 
u there be witnefTes and evident proofe, hee is by law to 
€t be beaten or fcourged for it. So that we fee,that whe- 
ther 
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ther we regard the inftitution , or continuance of thefe 
feverall Sabbaths ; or the folemnities of the fame, either 
in reference to the Priefts,the Sacrifices,aad concourfe of 
people ; or finally the punifhment infli&ed on the brea- 
kers of them; the difference is fo little, it is fcarce remark- 
able : confidering efpecially , that if the weekly Sabbaths 
do gain in one point, they loofe as often in another.' 
For the particulars, wee fhall fpeake of them hereafter , 
as occafion is. Onely I adde • by way of obfervation 
from the former premifes, that by the lame reafon, 
on which fome have laboured a continuance of the 
Sabbath day ; they may as well bring into the Church, 
all xht} Iewijh Fefiivals : as being grounded all on the 
fourth Commandement ; and otherwife fo equall in all 
obfervance. 

( 4 ) As for the time, when they began their Sabbaths I 
and when they ended them; they tobke beginning on the 
Evening of the day before, andlo continued till the eve- 
ning of the Feaft itlelfe. The Scripture fpeaks it onely, 
as I remember of the Expiation; which is appointed by 
the Lord to be obfervedon the tenth day of the f event h 
moneth 3 Levit.z % .27. yet fo that it is ordered thus in the 
31, ?t fbaU be unto you a Sabbath of rcjt, andjee JbaK af- ,y 
fltElyonr fonles on the ninth day of the moneth ,at even. And 
then it folio weth , From even to even fhaRyee celebrate 
your Sabbath. But in the pra&iceof the lewes, it was !© 
in all : either becaule they tooke thofe words for a gene- 
rall precept ; or elfe becaufe they commonly did accoaipt 
their day from even to even. For where the Romans and 
Egyptians began the day at midnight; the Chaldees , and Emend. Temp* 
the Perfians, with the rifing Sunne; and the Vmbri, an f-i. 

people,reckoned theirs from noone to noone : the 
jews and the ^Athenians took the beginning of their day* 
ab occafk folis, from San-fetting, as Scaliger and divers o- 
thers have obferved* Yet fore I am , Honerius AugHflo- &e magm. 
dunenfis, who lived foure hundred yeares agdeandup- m ^> 1 * 2 ' 
wards, placeth the lews together with the Per flans and 
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Chaldeans , as men that doe begin their day at the S*#- 
rifing. However, in this cafe it is not to be thought, that 
the even was any part of the Sabbath following (for the 
addition*// facrifices were ©ffered onely on the morning 
and the evening of the (everall Sabbaths ; ) but a <$&*wn 9 
or preparation thereuno : which preparation if it were 
before the weekly fabbath , it was called 9C9**&&*™ : if 
before any of the Annua/1, it was called v&iopTtw. In 
imitation of the Genti/es, the Latine Writers call thefc 
Parafcevesox Evens of Preparation , by the name of 
C *na pura , as Augu&ine noteth upon the nineteenth of 
Saint Iohn; becaule of fome refemblance that was be* 
Bm.i6 n.io6} tweene them : but yet they had a'difference too. For Ca- 
fanbon hath taught us this, that in the Ccena fur a amongft 
the Genti/es 9 a part of the Ceremony didconfiftin the 
choiceof meats : where no (uch thing occurres at all, in 
thefe prep orations of the lewes. Now thefc Parafceves 
or Preparation dayes,the Iewes did afterward divide into 
thefefoure parts. The firftwas wwpwmA* a prepara- 
tives it were, to the preparation r which began in the 
morning, and held on till noone. The fecond was ^fe*- 
cx*vh largely taken, from noon,, untill the evening (acri- 
fice of the day : the third was mpii^Q- ou&&m 9 or the 
approching ©f the fabbat &,whic v began after the evening 
lacrifice, continued till Sun-fet, and was properly called 
the the fourth was the Mpdo&'mf or 

entrance of the Sabbath, which laftedfrom Sun-fet unto 
the dawning of the day. They had amongft them a Tra- 
dition,^ a cuftome rather, that on the whole day, from 
the wb&mi till Sunset, they might not travaile a- 
bove twelve miles: left comming home too late, they 
might not have Sufficient leifure, to prepare things before 
AwcJmLm* heSabbath. Thetimewas, as Buxdorfim cells us> cjhc 
cornn vel infiata tuba daretur Jignum , when there was 
publick warninggiven by found of Trumpet, that every 
man fhouldcealefrom worke, and make all thingsready 
for the Sakbtth : though in thefe dayes , the iaierke or 
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Sexton goeth about from doore to doore, to give notice 
of it. The time was fb indeed, S® Iofefhus tels us , that 
« in Ierufalem one of the Priefts continually (landing Di m ° 1 u 9 
€t upon a Pillar, ix-dsw iSJb^Uki^<7up *^aifmnod\inyyi 
AW, made knowne upon the even before by found of 
" Trumpet, what time the Sabbath did begin ; and on 
" the evening of the Sabbath , at what time it ended- 
cc that to the people might be certified, both at what 
c< time te reft from labonr;and at what time they might 
Cf againe apply their mindes and hands unto it. Now 
what Iofefhus faith of the weekly Sabbath 9 the tame wat 
done, faith l^hilo^ in the New- mo ones alto: rlw Vt&pnrlw 
iv rjAmy&v <wnvA*v*n> which is much alike. And con- 
fequently we may fay the fame of the Annual Sabbaths, t{um^\^ 
in which the fonnes of Aaron were to blow the Trum- 
pets > as well as in the New-moones , or the weekly Sab- 
baths. As for the works prohibited or permitted on theft 
dayes of preparation, whether before the weekly or the 
Annual! fabbaths % I finde litt^g difference. This I am 
fare of, that it was as much unla wfiill for the Judges to 
fiton any c apt all crimes, the day before the Annualt 
Sabbath ,as before the weekly- and the reafbn was,becaufe 
the morrow after > of which fort foever, was thought to 
be no fit day for execution. Iudices rerum Cafitalium Ap.Cafattb.Exc. 
nonjudicant in parafceve Sabbati, ant in farafceve diet io.».2o. 
fefliy quia non debet id fieri : & reusqeeidi foftridie non 
fotefi. So faith Rabbi Afaimony. Of the ridiculous nicety 
of the moderne lews, in thefe Parafceves, we ftiallfpeafc 
hereafter. 

(5 ) To come unto the day it felfe, it is faid exprefly 
in the Law y that therein thou fhalt do no manner of work?* 
What,no work at all ? How could they eat and drink 
and put on their clothes? Thefe are tome manner of 
wkfy yet done every Sabbath .^yea, by the Pharifees 
themfelves, which were moft ftrift obfervers of the ^ ^ , . 
weekly Sabbaths, guu PharifaorumMth Saint Hierom t * " * " * 
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in die Sabbati non extenditmanum,portans cibum, porri- 
gens calicem, & cat era qu* vittui funt neceffaria. Which 
" of the fharifees, faith he, doth not upon the Sabbath 
" day, ftretch out his hand, and take his meat,and reach 
** his cup; and whatfbever elfe appertains to vi&uals? 
yet all thefe were worts-Mow could they circumcife,znd 
offer facrifice, and fet on the Jbew- bread on the Sabbath? 
Surety all thefe are workf too ;fomeof them very trou- 
blelome: yet commonly performed on the weekly Sab* 
bath, of which more anon. Therefore when all is done, 
we muft expound thefe words , of ordinary and fervile 
labours, fuch as are toylefbme in themselves, and ayme 

£» M&nto a at P roi ^ t# ZanC ^ ie > 1 am * ure t doth expound them lo.No- 
' men operis quod hie habet Mofes, non fignificat opns fim- 
pliciter,fedopm quodpropter opes comparand^ fufcipitur: 
Tale autem opus eft vere fervile. " The name of work*, 
(i faith he, which here Mofes ufeth, fignifieth not fim- 
c< ply and properly any Kinde of works : but workes 
<c which chiefly are undertaken on hope of profit: 

U zfe.sts $. „ w hich kinde of works are truly fervile. Saint Hierome 
atfb expounds it, Lege praceptumeft ne in Sab bat is opus 
fervile faciamus, &c. We are commanded in the law, 
to do no fervile works on the Sabbath dayes.Kndon the 
fifth of sAmos he affirmes the fame ; Iubet ne quid in eo 
operu fervilis fiat, &c. AndCo Tertullian \ Nec dubium 
efteos opus fervile operates, &c.\n his fecond Book againft 
Martian* If fo, there is no difference at all betweene 
the weekly yttid the Annuatl Sabbaths, in this one parti- * 
cnlar,becaufeall/m/*7r works, exprefly,are forbidden in 
them alfo, as before we [hewed. But take it in the very 
words, No manner of works > and aske the Hebrew Do* 
Bors, what they meane thereby. They will then tell you 
firft, there muft be no marketing, na not buying of vi- 
ctuals ; for which they cite the 1 3 • of Nehemiah, Verf m 
16,17. nor no embalming of, the dead , in which they 
wwch SmxLuk** Gofpel, Chap, a 7. f>r/, 54,56. This. 

we 
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we acknowledge for a truth ,.. but then we (ay withall, 
that neither of thefe two were lawfull on the Annuall 
Sabbaths. For when it happened any time, as fometimes 
it did, that a weekly Sabbath and an annuall Sabbath, 
came next dayes together : the lews did commonly in 
their later times, put off the Annuall Sabbath to a farther 
day. And this they did, as themfelves tell us, becaufe of 
burials, and of meats which were fit for eating : left by 
deferring either the one or the other,the carkafles (hould 
putrifie, and the meats be fpoyled • Non facimus duo ApC(k ^ Ek 
Sabbat a continua, propter olera y & "propter mortuos , ut J c% *$n tlo *' 
Rahbinidittitant. Which need not be, in cafe they held 
it lawfull either to bury, or to buy, on xhtannuaH Sab- 
baths. They tell us next, that the lews could not travell 
on thtfpeeklj Sahbath$x& this from Exod % \ 6.29.Whe- 
ther that Text were fo intended,we fhall fee anon. But 
iure I am, that when the lews began to reckon it an un- 
Iawfull matter, to travell on the weekly Sabbath ; they 
held it altogether as nnlawfull, to travell on the Annuall J0 ^ t A nt fy.l, 
" Sabbaths. Nic. Damafcen reporteth (as lofephus tels u.ci** 
ct us) how that sAntiochm the great King of Syria, ere- 
<c ded a Trophee neare the floud Lyons , and abode 
u there two dayes, at the requeft of Hyrcanm the King 
u of jfo*r*V;byrea(onof a folemneFeaft at that time, 
< c whereon it was not lawfull for the lews to travell. 
<f In which, he was no wife miftaken. For (faith life- 
« phfts) the Vz&oi Pent ecofi was thatyeare the mor- 
cc row after the Sabbath, (for at that troublefome time, 
Cf the Pentecofi was not deferred) what then ? It fol- 
< c loweth , *k <Ti iyiXv « toh zifiBcun , * 7* iv tm iofrS 
« < c oAvnv, and unto us it is not lawfull^either upon our 
** Sabbaths , or our Fcafts> to journey any whither. 
They tell us alfb, that it is not lawfull to execute a male- 
faUour on the weekly ^although it be command- 
ed that he muft be pu&ifhed : nor do they do it on the 
Feafts, ©r Annuall (akb*ths % $% before we nqjed* As alfo 

that 
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that it is not lawful! to marry on the Sabbath day , nor 
on the Xvcn before the Sabbath, nor the morrow after; 
left they pollute the Sabbath by drefiing meat for the 
Feaft : and on the folemne Feftivals or the Annuall Sab- 
baths, they were not laffered to be married ; left, fay the 
A p. Amf in Rabbins, the joy of the Fefiivall be forgotten , through the 
Levitts joy of the wedding. The many other trifling matters, 
which have beene prohibited by the fewifbDoilors 9 znd 
are now pra&ifed by that lenflefle andbefotted people, 
fhall (omewhere be prefented to you , towards the end 
of this firftBook. 

(6) Againe>demand of thefe great DoElors, finceit 
is faid exprefly , that we ihall do no manner tfworke, 
whether there be at all no cafe,in which it may be law- 
full to do work on the Sabbath day : and then they have; 
as many fhifts to put off the Sabbath; as they had niceties 
befere, wherewithall to beautifie it. A woman is in 
travaile on the Sabbath dayj& it not lawftill for the Mid- 
wife to difcharge her duty ; although it be for gaixe, and 
ptt.Gtkth L her afuall trade? Yes^aith that great Clerk Rabbi Sime- 
11.610. 0K) propter puernm unius diei vivum> fo fount Sabbat um^ 
To (ave a childe alive, we may breake the Sabbath Jlhis 
ckilde being borne, muft needs becircumcifed on the 
eight day after,which is the Sabbath : May not the Mini- 
fters do their office?yes : for the Rabbins have a maximc, 
thtt tfircumcifio pcllit Sabbatnm. And what? doth one- 
ly CircHmcifion drive away the Sabbath? No, any com- 
mon danger doth it : And then they change the phrafe a 
little, Etpericulum mortis pcllit Sabbatum. Nay more, 
th$ Priefi that waiteth at the Altar, doth he do no work 
r , . _ upon \kt fMath? yes more then on the other dayes,and 

il n'ilT**' for that tOQ * c 7 haVe * waxime > vi *- obfervarijuf- 
°* # «' fit Sabbat u 9 u profanarijuffit Sabbat u Me which com- 
<c maided that the Sabbath fliould be fanftified,coma»- 
ded alfb that itftiould be profaned. We fliall meet with 
fome of thefe again,hereafter.Therfore we muft expoud 

thefe 
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tfeefe words, No manner ofwork^i. e* lio kinde t& fertile 
worl^tt before we did:or elfe the weekly Sabbath & the 
foarth Commandment mmtheanoje of traxe, and a 
Lesbian rule^ fit onely to be wrefted and apply cd , to 
whatfoever end and parpofe it jfhall pleafe the Rabbins. 
More warily and more foundly have the fhriftian Do- 
£tors>ye2, and the very H*/tf£*wdetermintdx>f it: who 
judge that all luchcofporall labours, as tend unto the 
morallpzrt ot the fourth Commandment, which are 
reft and fanftity ; were fit and lawfull to be done 6n the 
Sabbath day. That men fhould reft upon fuch times, as 
are defigned and let apart for Gods publicke fervice, and 
leave their daily labours till fome other feafon ; the Gen- 
tiles knew full well by the light of Therefore the 
FUmincs were to take efpeciall care,ifo feriis ofusfieret, 
that no work (hould be done on the folemne dayes ; aftd 
tomakeknowne by proclamation, Ne quid tale agere- 
tur y that no man (hould prefame to do it. Which done, 
if any one offended,he was forthwith muifted, yet was 
not this enjoyned foftn&ly, that no work* was permit- 
ted in what cafe fcever. All things which did concerns 
the Gods, and their publicke worfhip , Vel ad urgentem 
wiu militatem resficerent, or were important,any way, 
to mans life and welfare;were accounted lawfull. More 
punctually Sc eve lading then chief e Vontifex^Who be- 
ing demanded what was lawful to be done on the Holy- 
day es^made anfwer, Quod pnetermitfum noceret, that 
which would probably mifcarry, if it were left undone. 
He therefore that did underprop a ruinous building , or 
raife the cattell that was fallen into the ditch; did not 
breake the Holy-day^ in his opinion. No more did he 
that wafliedhis flieep,^ hoc remediicaufafieret, were 
it not done to clenfe the wooll,and make it ready for the 
/bearers; but onely for the cure of fomelore or other: 
according unto that of Virgil % Bafantumque gregemflu- 



v%o men 




Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



164 Chap, 5, TheWpryof Vkkt.u 
folvcd it, agreeably to the Law of nature : and lo farre 
c}q the Chriftian \Do&*rj,ye& % and our Lord and Saviour 
determine of it. Thecorporall labours ofthePriefton 
the Sabbath day , as farre as it concernes gods fervice y 
wete accounted lawfiill; The Priefls in the Temple breaks 
the Sabbath^ and jet were blameleffe. So was the corpo- 
rail labour of a man, either to fave his owne life, or pre- 
ferve anothers. C&rr/? juftifiedhis Di/cip/es for gather- 
ing Come upon the Sabbath , being then an hungred, 
Matth. i i.Verf. i 5. andreftored many unto health 
on the Sabbath day, Matth. 12.13. and in other place?. 
Finally, corporall labours to preferve Gods creatures,** 
to draw thefieepe out ohhcpit 9 Matth.i 2.1 1 and con- 
sequently to fave their Gattell from the Thiefe;a ruinous 
houfe from being over-blowneby terapeft ; their Corne 
and hay alfo from a fudden inundation ^thefe and the like 
to thele, were all judged lawfull on the Sabbath. And 
thus you fee, the prattice of the Gentiles governed by the 
light of nature, is every way conformable to our Sa- 
viours doElrine: and the beft Comment alfb on the 
fourth Commandment % as farre asitcontaines the law of 
nature. 

(7) For fuch particular ordinances, which have been 
feverally affixed to the fourth 0>mmandment,eitherby 
way of Comment on it, or addition to it ; that which is 
v&(* u.'i nioftconfiderable, is that prohibition in the 3 5. of Sxod. 

viz. Ye Shall kindle no fire throughout jour habitations on 
the 1 fabbath'daj. The Rabbins, fame ot them, conceive, 
that, hereby is meant that no man muft be beaten,or put 
to dearia *apqn the Sabbath : and then it muft be thus ex- 
pounded, Tejhdll kindle no fire, i,e. to burne a man upon 
the Sabb0th,who is condemned by the Law to that bind 
of death ; and confequently not to put him on that day, 
unto^ny pitniflbmentatall. Others of late, referre that 
prqhibition unto the building of the Tabernacle, in that 
Chapter mentioned : and then the meaning will be this, 

that 
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that they fhould make no fire on the Sabbath day , no, 
though it were to haften on the worke oi the holy Ta- 
bernacle. Philo reftraines ic chiefly unto manuall Trades, 
tMt\mdi md 7m=jL<r{xAv 0/\s £j5w/?, fcch whereby men 
do get their livings : and then it muft be thus interpret- 
ed, TeJhaU not kindle any fire, that is, to do any com- 
mon, ordinary, and (etvile works, like as do common 
Bakers, Smiths, and Brewers, by making it part of their Dg v \ um r\ ^ 
ufuall trade. The later Rabbins, almoft all ; and many " J * ' * 
Chriftian Writers alio, taking the hint from Vatablnt, 
and T remellius, in their Annotations ; referre it unto 
drejpngof meat, according to the latter cuftome. Nay, 
generally the *}ews in the later times, were more (evere 
and rigid in the expofition of that Text ; and would al- 
low no fire at all, except in facred matters onely. For 
whereas R Aben Ezra had lb expounded it, Quodliceat Toftat. h Jofi 
ignem accendere ad calefaciendum,fi urgeretfiigtu, That ^.fl.tt 
it was lawfull to make a fire wherewith to warme ones 
felfe, in the extremity of cold weather, though not to 
drefle meat with it for that dayea expence : the Rabbins 
generally would have proceeded againft him as an He- 
reticke ; and purpofely writ a Booke in, confutation of 
him,which they called the Sabbath. How this interpre- 
tation was thus generally received, I cannot fay. But I 
am verily perfwaded,that it was not Co in the beginning: 
and that thofe words of Mofes, <Hh£ coquenda funt, ho* £xM ^ i 
die coquite, Bake that which ye will bake to day, and feeth 
whatyewiS feeth, Which worcjj are commonly produ- 
ced to/uftifie and confirme this fancie ; do prove quite 
contrary, to what fome would have them. The Text 
and Context both make it plaine and manifeft, that the 
Jews baked their Alannab on their Sabbath day. The 
people, on the fixth day, had gathered twice as nauch as 
they ufed to do, whereof the Rulers of the Congregation 
acquainted Mofes. And Mofes faidfTo morrow i* the refi 
efthe holy Sabbath unto the Lord: bake that which ye mS 
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bakf to day. And feeth what ye mil feeth, And that which 
remainetb ever, lay Hp to be kept nntill the morning, i. e. 
As much as you conceive will be Efficient for this pre- 
lent day | that bake or boy le , according as you ufe to do : 
and for the reft, let it be laid by,to be baked or boyled to 
morrow, that you may have wherewith to feed you, on 
the Sabbath day. That this interpretation is mofttrue 
and proper, appeares by that which folio weth in theho- 
Ver\\ 24. ly Scripture : viz . They laid it Hp as Mofes bade y anU it did 
notftinke y neitherypasany worme therein ; as thai which 
they had kept till morning,on (ome day before, 1 ^ <?r/; 2 o. 
This makes it evident, that the Mannah was laid up un- 
baked: for other wile, what wonder had it beene at all, 
that it did neither breed worme,nor ftinke,had it beene 
baked the day before. Things of that nature, foprefer- 
ved, are farre enough from putrifying info ihort a time, 
This,Iam verily perfwaded was the praftice then : and 
for this light unt© that praftice,I tnuft ingenuoufly con- 
Ckfif, 4» f efle my lelfe obliged to Theephilns Brabome , the firft 
that ever looked lo neare into Mofes meaning. And this 
moft likely, was the pradticeofthe. fewsm alter times, 
even till the Pharifees had almoft made the word of God 
ofnoeffeft, by their traditions : for then came inthofe 
many rigid ordinances about this day, which made the 
day & them ridiculous,unto all the Heathens. Sure I am 
that the Scriptures call it a day of gladnefTe, for it was a 
Feftivalljand therefore probable it is,that they had good 
cheere. And I am fare that D.BoHnd 3 tht Founder of thefe 
Sabbatarian fancies , though he conceive that dreffing 
t Edlt Pu t i7 meat upon the Sabbath , was by the words of Mofis, ut- 
t *' ' " terly unlawfull in the time of Mannah: yet he conceives 
withall, that that (Commandment , was proper onely unt 9 
thetimeofMznmh, in the trildernejfe, and fbtobere- 
ftrained unto that time onely. Therefore,by his confef- 
fion, the ?ews for after times might as well dreffe their 
meat on the Sabbath day ,as on any other : not with- 
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(landing thisiajun6tionofnot ^W//^j5^ # Indeed why 
not as well drefle meat, as ferve it in ; the attendance of 
the fervant at his Mafters Table, being no lefle confidera- 
ble on the Sabbath day, then of the Cooks about the Kit- 
chin ; efpecially in thofe riotous and exceffive Feafts, 
which the Jens kept upon this day, in their later times. 

( 8) I fay thofe riotous and exceffive Feafts which the 
Jewes kept upon that day ,- and I have good authorise for 
what I fay. Saint Augufline tels us of them, they kept the 
Sabbath y ont\y * ad luxuriam & ebrietatem , in rioting * r n . 
anddrunkenneffe; and that .they refted onely * ad nu- * Dnoll'r*! 
gat & iHXHrioAfHMjLQ luxury and wantonnefle;that they e. ? . r 
eonfumed theday, languido, & luxuriofe otto, inaneffe- * topfifyu 
inmate flothfull eafe ;and finally did abufe the fame, not 
oneiy * delicti* Iudaicis y in follies , but adnequi- * ft/yi/.j*. 
tikm, even to finne andnaughtinefle.Put all together,and 
we have luxury and drunkennefle, andfports, andplea- 
fures; enough to manifeft that they fpared not any dain- 
ties to fet forth their Sabbath. Nay, Plutarch layes it to s MMf*cM. 
their charge, that they did feaft it on their Sabbath, with 
nofmall excefle; but of Wine efpecially. Who there- 
upon conje&ureth, that the name of Sabbath,hzd its ori- 
ginall from the Orgies , or Feafts of Bacchus ; whole 
Prieft ufed often to ingeminate the word Sahbi,Sahbi 9 in 
their drunken Ceremonies. Which being fo,it is the more 
to be admired, that generally the Romans Aid. upbraid this 
people with their Sabbaths fafi. Augnflm having been sMfonjuoSM, 
at the Hathes^nd fafting there a leng time together;gives CjC * 
notice of it toTiberius, thus ; ne Iudseus quidem tarn dili- 
gent er Sdbbzthjejuniumfervat ; that never any -'lew had 
faftedmoreexa&ly on their Sabbaths then hee did that 
day. vSo J/^/W//reckoningupfome things of unfavou- 
rylmell, names amongft others yjejuma fabbatariorum- 
for by that name he did contemptuoufly mean the I ewes, 
as before I noted. And where the Remans in thole times, 
began, fome of them , to incline to the fewifi Ceremo- 
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nies, and were obfervant of the Sabbath ; as wee (hall fee 
Sat. $. hereafter in a place more proptr : Per fins objects againft 

them this, labra monent taciti y recutitaque fabbatapaltent 9 
i.e. that being Romans^ as they were, they muttered out 
their Prayers as the lews accuftamed;and by obferving of 
the Fafi, on the Iervifi Sabbaths, grew leane and pale for 
very hunger. So faith Petronius tArbiterjhzx. the Ie wes 
did celebrate their Sabbath , jejuni* lege 3 by z legall Faft : 
Hi/?./.^6. and Iufiin yet more generally ^feptimum diem moregentis 
Sabbatum appellatum in omne avumjejunio facravit, Me* 
/<?/,that Mofes did ordaine the S*bb*th 9 to be a fading day 
for ever.That the Jews fafted very often,fometimes twice 
a week, the Pharifee hath told us in Saint Lukes Gofpel: 
and probably the jejuni* Sabbatariorum in the Poet Mar* 
ti*l± might refle&onthis. But that they fafted on the 
Sabbath, is a thing repugnant both to the Scriptures, Fa- 
thers, and all good antiquity : except in one cafeonely, 
jp.Bann. which was when their City was befieged,as Rabbi Moj- 
w.j^.ijtf. fes a^Egyptius hath refolvedit. Nay, if a man had fafted 
any time upon the Sabbath % they ufed to punifh him in 
this fort, ut fequentietiamdiejejunareP, ro make him faft 
the next day after. Yet on the other fide , I cannot but 
conceive that thofe before remembred, had (bme ground 
orreafbn, why they did charge the fewes with the Sab- 
baths Faft : for to (uppofe them ignorant of the Iewijh cu- 
ftome, confidering how thick they lived amongft them, 
even in Rome itfelfe, were a ftrange opinion. The rather 
fince by Tlutarch, who lived not long after Sueton, if he 
lived not with him ; the lewes are generally accufed for 
too much riot and excefle, upon that day. For my part, I 
C^.s.s, j, conceive it thus. I finde in Nehemtah^mt when the peo- 
ple were returned from the captivity , Ezra the Priefi 
brought forth the Law before the Congregation^and read it 
to them fromthe morning unttll mid. day: which done,they 
VtfU 1 Oi 1 2. were difmifled by Nehemiah to eat^nd drinke, and make 
great joy; which they did accordingly .This was upon the 

firft, 
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firft day ©f the Feaft of Tabernacles, one of the fblemne 
Annuall Sabbaths: and this they did for eight dayes Vir f 1 ^' 
together, from thzfirft day unu the lafi that the Feafl 
continued. After when as the C^ch was fetled , and 
that the Xrffl' was read amongft them in their Syna* 
goguesy on the weekly Sabbaths; moft probable it is, that 
theycontinuedtbeiamecuftome, holding the Congre- 
gation from morne tonoonerand that the jews came 
thither falling, (as generally men do now unto the Sa- 
crament ) the better to prepare themf el ves, and their at- 
tention Jor that holy exercHe. SureT am that fefephus lnvi * A* 
tels us, that at mid-day they ufed to difraifle the Aflem- 
blies, that being the ordinary hourc for their repaft : as 
alfo thatBuxdorfins faith of the moderve fswSy that nhra s J n lu ^ £ ! ,; • 
tempm meridianumjejunare non licet Jit is notlawfull for 
them to faft beyond the noon-tide on tfce Sabbath dayes. 
Befides, they which found f 0 great fault w ith our Lords 
Difciples, for eating a few eares of Corne on the Sab- 
bath day, are not unlikely, in my minde to have aymed 
at this. For neither was the bodily labour of that nature, 
that it fhould any wayes offend them, in fo high a mea- 
(ure: and the defence made by our Lord in their behalfe, 
being that of Davids eating of the Shew-bread, when he 
was an hungrcd; is more direct and literall to juftifie his 
Difciples ^i^,thenit was theit working. Thisabfti- 
nenceof the that lived am©ngft them, the Romans 
noted; and being good Trenchermen themlelves, at all 
times and fea(oas,they ufed to hit them ia the teeth with 
their Sabbaths fafiing. But herein Ifubmit myfelfe te 
better judgements. 

(9) There was another prohibition given by God a- 
bout the Sabbath , which being raifinterpreted , is be- 
come as great a fnare unto the confeiences ofmen,as that 
before remembred of not kindling fir e y and dr effing meat 
upon the Sabbath : viz. Let no mango out efhit place on Exod, 1 6. 
thefeventhday, y{hickpr*bibition, being a bridle ©nely 
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unto the people, to keepe them in , from feeking after 
Mannah, as before they did, upon the Sabbath : was af- 
terwards extended to reftraine them alf©,either from ta- 
king any journey* or walking forth into the fields , on 
the Sabbath dayes. Nay ; lo precife were fome amongft 
them, that they accounted it unlawfull to ftirre hand or 
In Bfk 58.13. f° ot u P on ^ e Si&fath • N e Itviter quifftiam fe comme* 
veat, quod ftfecerit>legu tranJgreJJor fit,as Saint Hierome 
hathit. Others, more charitably, chalked thern out a 
way, how farre they might adventure, and how farre 
they might not: though in this the DoBors were divided. 
w Some made the Sabbath dayes journey to be 2000. Cu- 

zp'il*. bits, of whom Origen tels us: others reftrained it to 
2000. foot, ©f whom Hieromelpczks : Jndfonre againe 
enlarged it unto fix furlongs,which is three quarters of a 
mile. For where Iofephus hath informed us,that Mount 
1 . Olivet was fix furlongs from lerufalem ; and where the 

Scriptures tell us, that they were diftant about a Sabbath 
dayes journey ; we may perceive by that, how much a 
Sabbath dayes journey was accounted then. But of thefe 
things we may have opportunity to fpeake hereafter. 
In the meane time , if the injunction be fo abfolute and 
£*tf<?rtf//,astheylay it is, we may demand of thefegreac 
Clerks* as their Succeflburs did of our Lord and Savi- 
viour ; By what authority they do thcfe things, and war- 
rant that which is not warranted in the. Text : if lo the 
Text be to be expounded, Certaine I am that ab initio 
nonfuitfie, frpm the beginning was it neither fo, nor 
fe. The Scripture tels us, that whemhe people were in 
the Wilderne^e^ they found a man \ gathering flkkjs on the 
Sabbath day % They f*undhim,vjher e?Not in the Camp; 
he was nut fo audacious as to tranfgreffe the Law, in 
the open vie w ®f all the people ; knowing how ^reat .a 
penalty was appointed for the Sabbath-breaker : but 
m fome place farre off, wherein he might offend with- 
(outfeare or danger. Therefore t;hepCQple were permit- 
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ted to walkf forth % on the Sabbath day; and to Walke fur- 
ther then 2' oo©.foot,or 2000. Cubits : otherwife they 
had never found out this unlucky fallow. And fo faith 
IP/?//*, that they did. nu^ jSeftA^V^^rif ftf»;s^/^?^ DevktMefi 

7Tef ^dBtpa)7UT6> ^ »(TO^55^0^77 ■dJ^NVTW.) &C, Some Of /, 

« f the people gcving out into the wilderneflTe, that they 
<c might findefome quiet arid retired place, in which to 
« make their prayers to Godi; law what they looked not 
<c for, that wretched and prohibited fpe&acle. So that 
the people were not ltinted in their goings, on the Sab* 
bath day, nor now, nor in a long time after: as by the 
courfe of the enfuing ftory will at large appeare. Even in 
the timeof Ma»nah,they did not thinke themlelves ob- 
liged not to ftirre abroad upon the Sabbath, or not to 
travell above fuch and fuch a compaffe : in cafe they did 
it not, out of a meere diftruft in God, as before they did, 
to gather Mannah ; but either for their meditation* or 
their recreation. 

( 10) What faid I,for their recreation* what was that 
permitted ? yes , no doubt it was. Though the Com- 
mandment did prohibite aU manner of works; yet it per- 
mitted, queftionlefle,lome manner of pleafares. The 
Sabbaths reft had otherwife beene more toyle(ome,then 
the week; day es labour : and none had gained more by it, 
then the Oxe and Affe. Yea this injun&ion laft related, 
Let none go out of his place on thefeventh day, had beene 
a greater bondage to that wretched people, then all the 
drudgeries of es£gypt. Toftatm tels us on that Text, 
cc Noneft fimpliciterintelligendum,&c. It is not foto 
<c be conceived, that on that day the people might not 
Cf ftirre abroad, or go out of their doores at all ; but that 
c< they might not go to labour , or trafficke about any 
cc worldly bufinefles. Etenimdie Sabbati ambttlar* fof- 
** [ant Hebrai, ad folaciandum, &c. For the lares 
u lawfully might walke forth on the Sabbath day,to re- 
<c create and refrefh themfelves , fo it be not in purfuite 
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C4f io. of profit. And this he faith, on theconfeflionofthe/^*/ 
themfelvesj ut ipJicommuniterc*nfitcntur 9 t 2uxdorfifu i in 
his fewijb Synagogue, informes us farther. Permiffum 
eft juvenibtu, ut tempore Sabbati , currendo , fyatiando, 
li faltando,/^ obleUent, &c. It is,faith he, permitted, 
** that their young men may walke,andrunne, yeaand 
u danct zKo on the Sabbath day ; and leape and jumpe, 
" and ufe other manlike Exercifes: in cafe trey do it 
for the honour of the holy Sabbaph, Thisfpeakes he of 
themoderne lews .men as tenacious of their Sabbath, 
and the rigours of it, as any of the Ancients were ; and 
fiich as have more private flings , above the meaning of 
the Law, then either the Pharifees, or JEffees, Of manly 
Exercifes on the Sabbath 3 we fhall fee more anon, in the 
feventh Chapter. And as for dancing, that theyufed 
anciently to dance upon the Sabbath , is a thing unque- 
ftionable. Saint Aufiine faith , they ufedit/and re- 
bukes them for it : not that they danced, upon the Sab- 
bath, but that they (pent and wafted the who U day in 
dancing. There is, no queftion, an abufc even of law- 
full pleafures. And this is that which he fo often layes 

- ivffaliw unto them. Mtiim tota die foderem^ejuam tota die fal- 

tarentt Better the men did digge all day, then dance 

- TraQ.it i* *^ ^ a 7* And for theW omen, Afelitt* eorum fcemina la* 
yeh, 1 . nam freer ent, qnam illo die in neomentis faltarent : 

Better the women fpinne, then wafteall that day , and 
the New-moones, in dancing , as they ufe to do. I have 
tranflated it all that day % agreeable unto the Fathers 
words in another place; where it is faidexpreflyi/* tota 

- mlcmclor* die, Melim ijccmin* eorum die fabbatt ' lanai faccrcnt, 

qnam tota \ cj r \ in neomeniis fuis impudice faltarent. 
u Better, faith he, the women fpent the Sabbtth, at 
" their wheeles in fpinning ; then that they revelled all 
" day long, both on that day and the New-moones in 
cc im modeft dancings : Where note, not dancing /imply, 
but lafcivnm dancing ; and dancing all day long, with- 
out 
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out refpefl: to pious and religious duties • are by him dif- 
liked. Ignatius z\io faith the fame, where he exhorts the Ai MaMe ^ it 
u people not to obferve the Sabbath, in a Icwijh h(hi~ 99U 
u on : walking a limited fpace , and fetting all their 
u minde,^^ $ >y'o™<> as they did, in dancing, and in 
capering. TheyufedaHoon that day, to make invitati- 
ons, Feafisy and aflemblies of good neighbourhood ; to 
fofter brotherly love and concord amongft one ano- 
ther : a thing, even by the Tharifees themfelues both 
allowed and praftifed. Saint Lukehzth given an in- 
ftanceof it,how fhrijl went into the honfe of a chief e 14. 
*I>harifce> to eat bread on the Sabbath day : In plainer 
termes the Pharifee invited him that day to dinner. We 
mayaffure our (elves, io famous a Prof ejfour had not 
invited io great a Prophet ; nor had our Saviour Chrift 
accepted of the invitation : had they not both efteemed 
it a lawfull matter. It feemes it was a common pra&ife, 
for friends to meete and feaft together , on the Sab- 
bath, Finito cnltu Dei folebant amiciconvenire 9 & in- 
ter fe convivia agit are ,as Qhemnitiut notes upon the Hdrm$nc.u^ 
place. Laftly, they ufed upon this day, as to invite their 
Friends and Neighbours, fo to make them welcome: 
oynting their heads with oyle>to refrefti their bodies^ 
and fpending ftore of wine amongft them, to make glad 
their hearts. In which regard, whereas all other mar- 
ktttingvtzs unlawfullontheJV*^^ dajes ; there ne- 
ver was reftraint of felling wine : the Jews beleeving 
that therein they brake no Commandment. Hebrai 
faciunt aliquid jpecialein vino, viz, quod cum *»Sabba- JnEwd.iz* 
to fuodcatcri* venditionibus & emptionibus cedent >fo» 
lum winum vendunt ; credentesfe non folvere fabbatum, 
as Toflatus hath it. How they abufed this lawfull cu- 
ftome, of Feafting with their Friends and Neighbours, 
©n the Sabbath day y into foule riot and excefle ; we have 
feene already. So having fpoken of the weekly and the 
AnnHallSakb*thS)ibie difference and agreement which 
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Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



Chap. 5. TheHipryof * Paht.x. 

was betweene them,both in theinftitution, and the ob- 
tervation •• as al(b of Gich fcverall obfervanees as were 
annexed unto the fame ; what things the lews account- 
ed Iawfallto be done, and what unlawfull, and how 
farre they declared the lame, in their conftant pradlice.- 
it is high time that we continue on the ftory, rank- 
ing fech fpeciall paflages as occurre here- 
after, in their place and 
order. 



Ghap, 
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the Sdbatk* 



Chap: VL 
Touching the obfervation of the Sab- 
bath, unto the time the people were 
cftabliftieci in the Promifed Land. 



(i) The Sabbath not kept confl ant lj , during the time 
the people wandred in the Wildernefle. ( 2) Of him 
that gathered flicks, on the Sabbath day. ( 3) wherein 
the fan&ifying of the Sabbath did conjtft, in the time of 
Mofes. (4) The Law not ordered by Mofes to be read in 
the Congregation,^^ Sabbath day. (5) Thefackeof 
Iericho, and the defiruElion of that people, was upon the 
Sabbath. (6) No Sabbath,rf/k?r this, without Circuma- 
fion; and how that Ceremony could conjifi with the Sab- 
baths reft. (7) What moved the lews , to preferre Cir- 
cumcifion before the Sabb ath. (8) The ftanding ftill of 
the Sunned the prayers ofloixx^&c.eouldnot but make 
fome alteration about the Sabbath, (p) What was the 
Priefts werke on ^Sabbath day ; and whether it might 
fland with the Sabbaths reft. (10) Thefeattering of the 
Levites over all l the Tribes, had no relation unto thcx&i- 
ding of the Law, •* the Sabbath dayes. 




E left this people in the wilderncs> where 
the Law was given them : and whether 
this Commandment were there kept, 
or not,hath beene made a queftion: and 
that both by the ^ewifb <Do8ors, and by 
the Chrifiutn.Somt have rdolved it ne- 
1 4 gatively, 
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gatively,that it Was aot kept in all that time, which was 
forty yeares : and others,thatic was at feme times omit- 
ted, according to the fictions or removes of Ifrael ; or 
other great and weighty bufinefles, which might inter- 
mit it. It is affirmed by Rabbi Solomon , that there was 
onely one Takeover obferved, whiles they continued in 
the *bcfert ; notwithftanding that it was the principall 
Iblemnityof all theyeare. Stfiillud fuit omiffum,mnl- 
to fortius alia minus principalis If that, faith he, then by 
an argument a major e ad minus , much rather were the 
leffer Feftivals omitted alio. More pnn&ually Rabbi 
Ap.GaUtinJL. Elea^ar^ who oa thofe words of Exodus, And thepeo- 
11.C10. plerefied the feventhday, Chap, 16. 30, gives ustoun- 
derftand, that for the fpace ef forty yeares, whileft they 
were in the tVilderneJJe, Nonfecerunt nifi duntaxat pri- 
mum fabbatum : they kept no more then that fir ft Sab- 
bath. According unto that of the Prophet Amos, Have 
Cvap* 5.2 $• J e offered unto me facrifice and offerings in the wilder nejfe 
forty jeares , O houfe of Ifrael f On which authority, 
Aretius for the Chrifiian Do&ors doth affirme the fames 
?rf>blj$s,ii* Sabbataper annos 40. non obfervavit in deferto populus 
Dei; That for the (pace of forty yeares,the people in the 
wildernefle, did not keepe the Sabbath ; Amos 5.25. 
The argument maybe yetinforcedbyonemoreparti- 
cular,that Circumcifion was omitted for all that while,, 
and yet it had precedency of the Sabbath, both in the 
inftitution for the times before ; and in theoblervarion,. 
for the times that followed. If therefore neither £#>- 
cumeifion, nor the daily Jacrifices, nor the Feaft of 'Paffe- 
ever, being the principall ef the Annuall Sabbath j,were 
obferved by them till they came to the land of Canaan* 
why may not one conclude the fame of the weekly Sab- 
baths? Others conceive not fo,direftly ; but that it was 
omitted at fome times,andon fome occafions. Omitted 
at fome times, as when the people journied in the wil- 
dernefc many dayes together, Nulla requit aliquorum 

dierum, 
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dierum habita, without reft or ccafing : and this the He- 
brew < Do£lours willingly confefle, wTcftam tels us. O- 
initted too on feme ©ccafions,as when the Jpies were fent 
to difcover the Land, what was the ftrength thereof,and 
what the riches ; in which difcovery theyfpent forty 
dayes : it is dot to be thought that in that time they kept 
the Sabbath. It was a perillous worke that they we»t a- 
bout , not to be diteontinued and layed by fo often , as 
there were Sabbaths in that time. But not to ftand upon 
con/edtures, the Iewifi BoBours fay exprefly , that they 
did not keepe it. So Galatine reports from their own re- ^ # , , Ct r 
cords,that in their latter expofition on the Book of Num- 
bcrs,uponthQkword$,Sendmen that they may fearchthe Qha$,\\ 2. 
u land of Canaan* they thus refolue it. Nuncio pracepti 
€€ licitHm eft, &c. A Meflenger that goes upon Com- 
cc mand, may travaileany day , at what time hee will. 
<c And why? becaufe he is a Meflenger upoa command. 
<c Nuncios autempracepti excludit Sabbatum.Thc phrafe 
is fomewhatdarke, but the meaning plainer thatthofe 
which went upon that errand, did not keep the Sabbath. 
Certain it alfo is,that for all that time, no nor for any part 
thereof, the people did not keepe the Sabbath^ completely 
as the Law appointed. For where there were two things 
concurringto makeup the Sabbath , firft , reft from la- 
bour, and fecondly , tne facrifices deftinate unto the day : 
however they might rtMomtfabbath* from their daily 
labours; ytifacrifices they had none untill they came into 
the Land ©f Canaan. 

(2) Now that they refted, fometimes, on the Sab- 
bath day , and perhaps did fo, generally , in thofe forty 
yeares;ismanifeft,by that great and memorable bufineffe, 
touching the man that fathered ftickj upon the Sabbath, 
The cafe is briefly this:The people bewg in the vpildcrnct. ^umb.t f . 
found a man gathering ftic$s, on the fabbath day , and VtrfaztAtf. 
brought him prefently unto Mofct.Mofcs confiilted with 
the Lord, and it was rcfolved that the offender fiiouldbe 

ftoned 
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ftoned to death ; which was done accordingly. The Law 
before had ordered it, that he who (o offended fliould be 
put to death • but the particular manner of his death was 
not knowne till now f The more remarkable is this cafe, 
becaufe it was the onely time which we can heare of,that 
execution had been done upon any one , according as the 
Law ena#ed:and thereupon the Fathers have took (bme 

i>e vttMtfM. pains,to fearch into the realons of ib great (everity. Philo 
acculeth him of a double crime, in one whereof hee was 
the principall , and an Acceffary onely in the other. For 
where it was before commanded,that there fliould be no 
fire kindled on the Sabbath day : this party did not onely 
labour on the day of reft; but alio laboured in the gathe- 
ring of (uch materials , ^ S\n tpjpJs l&v f t£v Ttyvmv eifx*** 
which might adminifter faell to prohibited fire, and con- 
fequently to thofe works and labours, which forbidden on 

be judwc Dti. that day.Saint Bafil (eemes a little to bemoan the man,in 
that he f martedfo for his fir ft offence ; not having other- 
wife offended either God or Man : and makes the motive 
of his death, neither to confift in the multitude of his fins, 
or the greatneffe of them, hfpivy J£ <3$$€d<m ^ aV«9h>, 
but onely in hisdifobedience to the will of God. But we 
mufthaue a more particular motive yet then this. And 

in htum* firft Ruperttu tels us, TcrfuperbUm Mud qmd videbatur 
exiguum comm{[itJ\hzt he did finne prelumptuoufly with 
an high hand againft the Lord : and therefore God de- 
creed he fhould d e the death : God not regarding either 
what or how great it was, fed qua mente fecerat , but 
with what rainde it was committed. But this is more, I 
think,theti Rupertus knew,beingnofearcher of the heart. 

Horn. : q. in Rather I (hall fubferibe herein unto Saint Chrjfoflome. 

M mb. i u W ho makes this Qwtre &t% feeing the [Math, as Chrifl: 
faith, vpos made for man , why was hee put to death that 
gatheredfttiks upon the Sabbath? And then returnes this 
anfwere tp his owne demand s< in }t m^ov & h *>jj 
x x-r^tj ytf&U) &c.becaufe, in cafe God had permitted that 

the 
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the Law Chould have been flighted in the firft beginning, 
none would hare kept it for the future. Theedoret to that s^ t u i H 
purpofe alfo, ne anter fieret leges tranfgrediendi, left other " * * 
men encouraged by his example fliould have done tha 
like : the punifhment of this one man, ftriking aterrour 
unto all. No queftion but it made the people farre more 
©bfervant of the Sabbath % then they would have beene i 
who were at firft but backwards in the keeping of it , as 
is apparant by that paffage in the fixteenth of Exod.v.ij „ 
And therefore flood the more in need », not onely of a 
watch-word or ^Memento, even in the very Front of the 
Law it fel%; but of fome (harper courfe to ftirre up their 
memory. Therefore this execution was the more recjui- 
iite at this inftant , afwell becaufe the femes by reafon of 
their long abode in a place ofcontinual fertile toile,cou!d 
notbefuddainlydrawne unto contrary offices without 
fomeftrongimpreffion of terrour: as alfo becaufe no- 
thing is more needfull then with extremity to punifli the 
firft tranfgreflours of thofe laws,which do require a more 
exadt obfervation for the times te come. What time this 
Tragedy was afted,is not known for certain. By TomieU 
Ins it is placed in the yeare 2 £48 ©f the Worlds Crea- 
tion ; which was fome foure yeares after the Law was 
given. More then this is not extant in the Scripture tou- 
ching the keeping of the Sabbath , all the life of Mofes. 
What was done after, wee fliall fee in the Land §f Pre- 
mife. 

(3) In the meane time, it is moft proper to this place, 
to take a little notice ©f thofe feverall duties, wherein the 
fantlifjing of the Sabbath did confift efpecially : that wee 
may know the better what we are to look for at the peo- 
ples hands, when wee bring them thither. Two things 
the Lord commanded in his holy Scripture, which con- 
cerne the Sabbath\ the keeping holy of the fanae rone in 
relation to the pe*p/e,the other in reference to the TPrieft, 
In reference to xhcjcpte, he commanded onely reft from 

la. 
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labour,that they ftiould n9 manner of work? ; and thats 
contained exprefly in the Law it felfe.In reference to the 
Trieftyhe commanded facrifice, that on the Sabbath day, 
over and above the daily facrifice, there fhould be offered 
to the Lord two Lambes of a y ear e aid, without blemijb, 
one in the mornings and the other in the evening : as alfo to 
prepare firft,and then place the Shew bread, being twelve 
loaves, one for every Tribe, continually before the Lord e- 
very Sabbath day. Thefe feverall references fo divided, 
the Priefi might do his part, without the people, and con- 
trary the people doe their part, without the Priefi. Of any 
Sabbath duties , which were to be performed betweene 
them ; wherein the Priefi and people were to joyn toge- 
ther ; the Scriptures are dire&ly filent. As for thele feve- 
rall duties,that of the Priefi, the Shew-brcad, and the Sa- 
crifice } was not in praftice till they came to the Land of 
Canaan : and then, though the Pries! offered for the peo- 
ple; yet he did not, with them. So that for forty yearcs to- 
gether, all the life of Mofes , the fantlifying of the Sab- 
bath did confift onely, for ought we finde,in a bodily reft, 
aceafingfrom the works of their weekly labours : and af- 
terwards in that , and in the Sacrifices which the Pries! 
made for them. Which as they feeme t© be the greater of 
the two, fo was there nothing at all therein,in which the 
people were to doe; no not fo much, except (ome few, 
as to be jpeftatours : the Sacrifices being offered onely in 
the Tabernacle firft , as in the Temple after, when they 
had a Temple ; the people being fcattered over all 
the Countrey , in their Townes and Villages. Of any 
reading of the Law , or expofition of the fame unto 
the people ; or publicke forme of prayers to beprefen- 
tedto the Lord, in the Congregation ; wee finde no 
footftep now, nor a long time after. None in the time of 
Mofes , for hee had hardly perf efted the Law before his 
death : the booke of 'Deuteronomy being diftated by 
him , a very little beforeGod took him; None in a long 

time 
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time after, no not till N$hemUhs dayes, as wee fliall fee 
hereafter in that place and time. The refiing of the people 
was the thing commanded, in imitation of Gods refl 
when his works were finished : that ashee refied from 
the works which hee had created, fo they might zlCorefi 
in memoriallofit. But the employment of this reft to par- 
ticular purpofes either ©f contemplation or devotion, thats 
not declared unto us in the Word of God : but left at 
large, either unto the liberty of the people , or the Autho- 
ritie of the C^ Hrc ^* N°w what thepeople did, how they 
imployed this reft of theirs , that Philo tels us in his third 
<c Bookeofthelifeof Mofes. Mofes > faith hee, ordai- 
" ned, that fince the World was fini&ed on the feventh 
€t day , all of his Common- wealth following therein 
<f the courfe of nature fhould fpend the feventh day, 
<c l* IhcLexvcus bu^hjvdcui , in Feftivall delights f refting 
u therein from all their workes : yet not to fpend it as 
" fome do in laughter,childifti fports, or (as the Romans 
<c did their time of publick Feaftings) in beholding the 
i€ a&ivity either of the Iefier or common Dancers ; but 
* € Iv id lm ^/ao7o(?b> , and a little after , °* i<m&>M 
11 *sv SnaexcL 'Twy Tiel <pvav > in the ftudie of true Philo- 
<f fophy, and in the contemplation of the workes of na- 
c< ture. And in another place,He did conamand,faith he, OtDtctl^ 
cc that as in other things (o in this alfo they fhould imitate 
,f the Lord their God, working fix dayes,and refting on 
<f the feventh , &j Sttoex&K vvna* ^ohcL^ovm 3 and 
* c fpending it in meditation of the workes of nature, 
«* as before is faid. And not fo only , but that upon that 
«* day they fliould confider of their aftions in theweeke 
<c before, if happely they had offended againft the Law -° 
«« Ik itw tw> 7rz&& ! 'b{v'n»v mro^<nv , &c. that Co they 
" might correft what was done amiffe, andbethebet- 
ffl ter armed to offend no more. So in his Booke de man- 
u di opificio, he affirmes the fame, that they implyed that 
day in divine Philofophy, w &*hA»w hSvv > even for 
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the bettering of their manners,and reckoning with their 
conferences. That thus the fewes did fpendthe day, or 
fome part thereof, is very probable; and wee may take it 
well enough upon Phi/o's word : but that they (pent it 
thus, by the direftion or command of Mopes is not fo ea- 
fily proved,as it is affirmed;though for my part,I willing- 
ly durft affent unto it. For be it Mojes (o appointed, yet 
this concernes onely the behaviour of particular perfons ; 
and refle&s nothing upon the pub/ickduties, in the Con- 
gregation. 

(4) It's true that Philo tels us in a Book not extant, 
how ^^jalfodidordainethefe/>/*£/^ lily 
At> E'ifeb Pi*- zm'wcriv h> wV x\\j&$w tzu>tu* iGJb[Aatf, &c. What then did 

fir A. 7; " " Mofes order to be done on the Sabbath day ? He did 
« 2ppoint,faithhe,that we (hould meet all in fome place 
€< together, and there fet do wne with modefty and a ge - 
" nerall filence, ^ '*>xpo£<fru, to heare the La w, 
<c that none plead ignorance of the fame. Which cuftome 
« wee continue (till, harkening with wonderfull filence 
* f to the Law of God,unlefl(e perhaps we give fome joy- 
ci full acclamation at the hearing of it : fome of the 
<c Priefis, if anyprefent, orotherwifelomeof the JSU 
« c ders> reading the Law , and then expounding it unto 
" us, till the night come on. Which done, the people 
" are difmiffed,full of divine inftruftien, and true pietie. 
So he, or rather out of him,Eufe6iw. But hereby Phi/o's 
leave , wee muft paufe a while. This was indeed the cu- 
ftome in our Saviours time , and when Thi/o lived : and 
he was willing, as it feemes, to fetch the pedigree there- 
of, as farre as poffibly hee could. So Sa/ianm tels him on 
the like occ&on.Videtur Philo ludaorum morem in Syna- 
Anulcu gegis differ endi, ant iqait ate donare vo/uiffe^quem a Chri- 

4«.*54*««lo. ft 0 & Apoftolis obfervatum legimm. The fame reply wee 
make to Jofephns alfo, who tels of their Lawmaker that 
u he appointed not,that they ftiould onely heare the Law 
" once or twice a yeare : *V I^Vw; iCAyJJ©- ^ v c Qyt)v 

dr- 
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« dteuwxs tin r ivjUw Td pop*, &c. but that once eve- r ontAp2 
« ry week we fhould come together to heare the La wes, ° DMn6 ; 7 / 
«« that we might perfectly learn the fame. Which thing, 
cC faith he, all other Law-makers did omit. And(© did 
Mofes too , by fofephus leave,unleffe we make a day and 
a yeare all one. For being now to take his farewell of 
that people , and having oft advifed them in his exhorta- 
tion^ meditate^n the words that he had fpoken , even 
•when they tarried in^heir houfes , and walked by the way, 
when they rofeuf , and when they went to bed: hee called 
the Priefts unto him, and gave the Law into their hands, 
and into the hands of all the Elders of Ifrael. tsindhee 
commanded them and faid, esft the end of every [even Va l* ll% 9* 
yeares in the folemnity of the yeare ofreleafe, at the Fea(i V* r fi io* 
0 f Tabernacles ;when allffrael is come to appeare before the Vcr ^ 1 1 
Lord their Godwin the place that thoufhalt chufejhou Jhalt 
reade this Law before Jfrael in their hearing : that they 
may heare, and that they may learne and fear e the Lord y^ftit. 
your God, and obferveaH the words of this Law to do them. 
Thisywas the. thing decreed by Mofes $ and hadbeene 
needlefle, if not worfe, in cafe hee had before provided, 
that they fliould have the Law read openly unto them <?« 
very Sabbath day. So then,by tMofes order, the Law was 
to be read publickly, every feventh yeare onely: in the 
yeare of releafe , becaufe then fervants ibeing manumit- 
ted from their bondage 3 andDebtours from their Credi- 
tours , all fort* of men might heare the Law with the 
greater cheerfulnefle : and in the Feaft of Tabernacles, 
becaufe it lafted longer then the other Feftivals, and fo it 
might be read with the greater leafore, and heard with 
more attention : and then it was but this Law too , the 
beoke of Deuteronomy. This to .bee done onely in the 
place which the Lord fbaft choofe&o be the feat and recep- 
tacle of his holy Tabernacle • not in inferiour To wnes , 
much leffe petite Villages : and yet this thought fufflbient 
to inftruft the people , in the true knowledge of , G©ds 
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Law, and keeping of his teftimonies. And indeed happy 
had they been, had they obferved this order and decree of 
Mefet % and every feventhyeare read the Law as hce ap- 
pointed : they had then queftionlefle efcaped many af 
thole great afflictions, which afterwards God brought 
upon them for contempt thereof. That in the after times, 
the Law was read unto them every Sabbath , in their fc- 
verall Synagogues , is moft cleere and manifeft : both by 
the testimony of Philo and fofephut, before related; and 
by fufficient evidence from the holy Gofpel. But in thefe 
times,and after for a thoufand yeares, there were no Sy- 
nagogue sfio pub/ic threading of the Law in the Congrega- 
tion y excepting every feventh yeare onely, and that not 
often : Sure I am , not fo often as it ftiould have beene, 
So that in reference to the people , wee have but one 
thing onely to regard , as yet , touching the keeping 
of the Sabbath , which is reft from labour reft from all 
manner of worke , as the law commande&and how farre 
this was kept, and how farre difpenfed with , wee /hall 
fee plainly by the ftory. The private Meditations and 
Devotions of particahr men , ftand not upon record 
at all: and therefore wee muft onely judge by externall 
aftions, 

(5) This faid and ftewne,we willpaffe over Iordan. 
with the houfe of Ifrae/ t &nd trace their foot-fteps in that 

hfa 19 ♦ Countrey. This happened en the tenth day of the firft 
moneth, or the moneth of Nifan , forty dayes after the 
death of Mofcs, *Anno 25 84. That day they pitched their 
Tents in GilgaL And the firft thing they did, was to ereft 
an Altarinmemoriallof it: that done to circumcif ethz 
people, who all the time that they continued in the wiU 
demefe, (as many as were borne that time) wereuncir- 
cumcifed. The 14 of the lame moneth did they keepe 

5.10/2, the P m aJfeover : aad on the morrow after, God did ceafe 
from raining M annah] the people eating of the fruits of 
the land *f Canaan. And here, the firft Sabbath which 

they 
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they kept, as I conje&ure , was the day before the fiege 
of Hiericho ,v;hich Sabbath^ probably was that very day, 
whereon the Lord appeared to fofuab $ and gave him or- ?°f* 
der how he (hould proceed in that great bufinefle. The 
morrow after,being the firft day of the weeke,they began 
to compaffeit,as the Lord commanded ; the Priefts fome 
of them bearing the Arke,fome g©ing before with tram- h f- <Ji 
pets ; andtherefidue of the people, (bme before the 
Trumpetters, (ome behind the Arkc.This did they once a 
day , for fixe dayes together. But when the feventh 
day came, which was the Sabbath > they compafled the 
Towne about (even times ; and the Priefts blew the 
Trumpets, and the people Ihouted , and they tooke the 
Citie : deftroying in it young and old, man, woman, and 
children. I (aid it was the Sabbath day, for fo it is agreed 
on generally, both by and Christians. One of the 
/even dayes, be it which it will, muft needs be the Sab- 
bath day i and be it which it will, there had beene worke 
enough done on it : but the feventh day whereon they 
went about (even times , and deftroyed it finally, was 
indeed the Sabbath. For firft the Iewes exprefly fay it, 
that the overthrow of Hiericho fell upon the Sabbatb;and 
that from thence did come the faying, Qui fanttificari 
juffit Sabbatum,uprofanarijuJfit Sabbatum.So RJCimchi 
hath refolved on the fixt of Iofitah. The like, Tofiatus uiof^ 
tel's us, is affirmed by R. Solomon , who addes that both 
the falling of the wall, and (laughter of that wicked peo- 
ple, was purpofely deferred, honor em Sabbati,to adde 
the greater Iuftre unto the Sabbath* Galatine proves the Uum 
fame out of divers Rabbines, this Solomon before remem- 
bred, and if. Ufis in the Booke called Sedar Olem ; and 
many of them joyned together, in their Berefith ketanna> 
orleffer expofition on the booke of Genefis : they all a- 
greeing upon this, Dies Sabbatierat, cum fait pralium in 
Hiericho \ and againe, Noncaptafuit Hiericho niftinSab- 
bato ; That certainly both the battell and the execution 
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fell upon the Sabbath. So for the ChriftUn Writers, 
AdvMtrUi. Tertn iiit n i a ith not otiely in the generall, that one of 
thofe (even day es was the Sabbath day : but makes that 
" day to be the (abbath , wherein the Priefts of Cod did 
" not onely worke, J ed& in ere gladiifrtdata fit civitae 
€e abomnipopu/o, but all the people lacked the Citie,and 
jg/i.6i txn. <c putit tothefword.»iVff dubiumeft eosoptu ferviie o- 
Tefl. « peratos, &c. And certainly, faith hee, they did much 

u ferviie worke that day , when they deftroyed To great 
JnExcfao* c< aCitieby the lords commandement. Precopitu Ga- 
%,£Hs doth sffirme the fame. Sabbato lefut expugnavit & 
cepit Hiericho. Saint sAuftin xfajLsfPrimus Jefpu nunc dim 
vino />rc€f<r/tf0,Sabbatum nenfervavit, qvofatto muri Hie- 
richo nltro cetiderunt* So kftly, Lyra on the place, who 
faith, that dies feptimm, in quo c ap t a Hiericho,«J 'abb at urn 
erat : all joyntly pitching upon this, that the feventh day, 
whereon the City was deftroyed , was the Sabbath day. 
And yet they didnotfinne, faith Lyra , becaufe they did 
. it on that day > by Gods owne appointment. 7 his doth 
indeed excufe the parties , both from the guilt of finne 
and from thepenalrie of the Law : but then it Chewes* 
withall,that this Commandement is of a different quali- 
ty from the other nine, and that it is no part of the/an> 
of nature.God never did command them any thing, con- 
trary to the law of nature; unlefle it were tentandicaufa, 
as in the cafe of Abraham and ffaac. As for the Jpoylwg 
ef the ^Egyptians , that could be no theft 1 ; considering 
the Egyptians owed them more, then they lent unto 
them , in repompence of the fervice they had done them 
in the former times. 

(6) But was the Sabbath broken or negle&ed onely 
©n the Lords Commandement ; in fome efpeciall cafe, 
and extraordinary occafion ? I thinke none will fay ir. 
Nay, was there ever any Sabbath, which was not broken 
publickly, by common approbation, and of common 
courfe ? Surely not one. In fuch a numerous Common- 

wealth 
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wealth as that of ?**mV,it is not to be thought , but that 
each day was fruitful! in the workes of nature : children 
borne exzxy Sabbath day, as wfcH as others ; and there- 
fore to hteircHmeiftd) ©n thefameday alfo. And fo they 
were continually, Sabbat hby Sabbattr } ftz{[ by feaft, not 
one day free in all the yeare from that Solemnitfe : and 
this by no efpeciall order aiadcommsndfrom God, but 
meerely toobferve an ancient cuftome. In caleit was 
deferrtlfome time , asknnetimesit was, it was not lure 
in conference to obferve 'the5*6fo«fr; but ondy on a ten- 
der care to preferve the Infenr;which was 3 perchance, in- 
firme and weake,not able to abide the torment. No que- 
ftion, but thpSabbath following the fackc of Hieriche, 
was in this kinde broken* : and fb*were all that follo wed 
after : NriUnm enim Sabba turn prater ibat , - anin mulH in In lob, 7 . 2 r 
Iudjea infantes circumciderentHr. Vtiv Calvfafritit^.lhzTt 
pafled not any Sabbath day,faith heei in which there were 
not many children circeimcifed,in the Land oflr&ritjiro- 
ken , I fay. For Cirexmciftenjhough a$acrament,was no 
fuch eafie Miniftery, but that it did require muclrlabour, 
and many hands to goe through withit. Buxdorfius thus 
defcribes it in his Synagoga. Tempore diei ollavi matu- Uki 4 
tino , ea qu& ad circtimcifionem opm frnit , tempefiive pa* 
rantnr,&c. In the morning of the eight: day , all things 
" were made ready. And firft two feats are placed , or 
<c e1feonefbframed,thattwo may fet apart in it$adorned 
" with coftly Carpets anfwerable unto the qualitie of 
u the partie. Then comes the furetie for the childe, and 
" placeth himfelfe in the fame feat, and neere to him the 
" Circumcifer. Next followeth one bringing a great 
" Torch in which were lighted twelve wax- candles, to 
" reprefent the twelve Tribes of Ifrael: after,two boyes s 
ct carrying two cups full of red- wine, to wafh theCir- 
" cumcifers mouth, when the worke is done ; another, 
<c bearing the Circumcifers Knife; a third, a difli of fand, 
u wheretnto the forc-skiii mufrbe caft , being once ctit 
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<c off 5 a fourth, adifli of Oyle wherein arelinnen clouts 
<c to be applyed unto the wound :fomeothers,(pices and 
" ftrong wines, to refrefli thofe that faint,if any fhould. 
AlLthisisneccflarily required as preparations to the Ad: 
of Circumcifion;nor is the Aft leflc troublefome,thcn the 
preparations make (hew of: which I would now de- 
scribe , but that I am perfwaded I havefaid enough, to 
make it knowne how much adoe was liketobeeufcd 
about it. And though perhaps fome of thefe ceremonies 
were not ufed in thisprefent time, whereof wcefpeake : 
yet they grew up, and became ordinary, many of them, 
before the fewijb Commonalty wasdeftroyed andruina- 

Hem.de Se- ltd. own memuA » cut? Si <^J)ipQ- 3 £ coriyyot £ tv. ctKeKxdvt,. 

mmt. e€ YVhere there is Circumcifion , there muft be Knivef, 

" and Sponges to receive the bloud , and fuch other 
c< neceflaries. So faith the Authour of the Homily, De 
Sememe , afcribedto *Athanafins . And not fuch other 
onely as concerne the worke, but fuch as appertain alfb to 

UlehlAW the following cure, C* r * Hmc *ditnr & curat nr homocir- 
cumcifminSabbato , as Saint Cyril notes it. Which ar- 
gument our Savioar u(ed in his o wne defence,^»that he 

hhf o as well might make a man every whit , whole on the Sab^ 

b*athday y as they, one part. Now that this Alt of C*r- 
cxmcijimwas a plaine breaking of the Sabbath , (befides 
the troublelomeneffe of the worke) is affirmed by many 

w . A of the Fathers. By Epiphanim exprefly, Ttvoykv* $ 7mm 

' d04 7n>tt\a.jut vs zittiuctTUj cLvaupzeis vupgciT* <ft& mpnttAvstyvuv. 

**** " If a child was borne upon the Sabbath,thc cirenmcifien 

. y « c ofthatchilde tooke away the Sabbath. Saint Chry- 
• fef$ 0me fpeaks more home then hee : V plv $ 7agg*7w 9 

tg The Sabiathy faith the Father, was broke many wayes 
u among the.-/*)*r;but in no one thing more,thenin C#r- 
€umctJion. 

(7) Now what fhould move the lews to preferre CVr- 
wmcijien before the Sabbath, unleffe it were becaule that 

cir- 
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Circumcifion was the older ceremony ; I would gladly 
learn :elpecially, confideringthe refemblance which was 
betweene them in all manner of circumftances. Was 
Circumcifion made to be a token of the Covenant between? 
\the Lerd ofheaven> and the feed of Abraham ? Cjenef. 1 7. 
11. So was the Sabbath betweene God and the houfe of 
Ifrael, Exod. 31.17. Was Circumcifion a perpetuall co- 
venant with the feed of Abraham , in their generations* 
Gen. 1 7.7.S0 was the Sabbath to be kept throughout their 
generations, for a perpetual/ covenant alfo. Sxod. 3 1. 1 6. 
Was Circumcifion foexafted , that whofbever was not 
circumcifed, that foule fhould be cut off from the peo- 
ple of God I Genefis 1 7. 1 4. So God hath faid it of his 
Sabbath , that whofoever breakes it, or doth any man- 
ner of work? therein , that foule JhaH be cut off from a- 
mongthe people > Exod.31.14* In all thefe points there 
was a juft and plameequalitie betweene them : but had 
the Sabbath beenea part of the MoraRLayp , it muft 
have infinitely gone before Circumcifion. What then 
fliould move the lewes to preferre the one before the o- 
ther : but that conceiving both alike, th«y thought it 
beft to give precedence to the elder jand rather break the 
Sabbath, then put efffircumeifion to a further day.Hence 
grew ic into a common maxime amongft that people, 
Circumcifio peUit Sabbatum , that Circumcifion drives 
away the Sabbath ; as before I noted* Nor could it be, 
that they conceived a greater or more ftridlneceffity to 
be in Circumcifion , then in the Sabbath ; the penaltie 
and danger, as before wee fliewed you , being alike in 
both : For in the WildernefTe , by the fpace of forty 
yeares together, when in fome fort they kept the Sab- 
bath ; mod certaine that they circumsifed not one of 
many hundred thoufands which were borne in lo long 
a time. Agaitre , had God intended Circumcifion to have 
beene fo neceflary , that there was no deferring of it 
for a day or two : hec either had not made iheSab- 
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baths reft f fo exaft , and rigid or elfc out of that 
generall rule,had made exception in this cafe. And on the 
other fide, had he intended that the Sabbath? refi flionld 
hare been literally oblerved,and that n$ manner of workf 

lull M*n%r &iw\di be d° ne therein : hee had not fo precifely limited 

cwt.Trypl*' Circumcifion to the eighth day onely, » w*?* ruv a* 3* 
ScLtm, yea though it fell upon the Sabbath; but would 
have refpited the fame till another day. The Aft of C#>- 
tf*^fi/J*/fWasnotreftrained unto the eighth day fo pre- 
cifely, but that it might be, a$ it was fometimes, deterred 
upon occafion ; as in the cafe of Mofcs children , and the 
whole people in the tvitdcrneffc,btfove remembred . In- 
deed it was not to be haftened , and performed before. 
Not out of any myftery in the number , which might 
adapt it for that bufinefle, as fome Rabbins thought ; but 
becaufe children, till that time, are hardly purged of that 
bloudand fliaae, which they .bring with f them into the 
World. Vpon which ground the Lord appointed thus in 
the Law Leviticall. when a bullocks, ora)beepe,or 4 goat 

£ei»MMM7t is brought forth , it fhaU befevendayes under the damme r 
and from the eighth day , and thence-forth , it /ball be ac- 
cepted for an offering to the Lord. This makes it manifeft, 
that the I ewes thought the Sabbath to bee no part of 
the Morall Law • and therefore gave precedencie to 
Circumcifion , as the older ceremony : Not becaufe it was of 
Mofcs, but of the Fathers , as oar Saviour tela us, John 7* 

l.thlohM) a 2. that is, faith Cyrilon thatplace, becaufe they thought 
not fit to lay afide an ancient cuftorne of their Anceftors, 
for the Sabbat hs fake. £)uia non putabant confuetudmem 
patrum propter honorem Sabbati contemnondam ejfe; as the 
Father hath it. Nay , fo farre did they prize the one be- 
fore the other, that by this breaking of the Sabbath, they 
were perf waded verily that they kept the Law. Mofcs y 
faith Chrift our Saviour, gave you circumcifion, and you on 

I ' n % ^bath d*y circumcife a man f that the Larw of Mofes 

mn 7 .^, fbouldmt be brokcn.lt, leemes that circumcifion was much 

like 
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\\ktTerminHi f mi fuvtHtw, in the R$mam ftoriej who 
would not ftirre nor give the place, not to ?ove him- 
felfc. More of this point , fee ChryfoH. Horn. 49, in 
?'h. 

(8) But to proceed* The next great a^ion which 
occurres in holy Scripture , reducible unto the bufinefle 
now in hand, is that fo famous miracle of the Sunne's 
ft Abiding ftiH at the prayers of fo/Uah : when as the Sunns /*/Iio, 1 j« 
flood ft ill in the middefi of heaven , and haft ed not to go 
downe about a whole day, as the Text hath it. Or as it is in 
Ecelefiaft. Didnotthefunne go backe byhU meanes, and c*MM. 
was not one day >as long as two! The like, to take thetn 
both together in this place, was that great miracle of 
mercy (hewed to Hez»ekiah, by bringing of the fhadow i«K'»P^ 
ten degrees backward, by which it had gone downe in the 
dial/ of Aha^ In each of thele there was a (ignall alte- 
ration in the courfe of nature,and thefucceffion of time: 
to notable, that it were very difficult to finde out the 
feventh day precifely from the worlds creation ; or to 
proceed in that account, fince the late giving of the law. 
So that in this relpeft, the fews muft needs be at a lode 
in their calculation : and though they might hereafter (et 
apart one day in feven^ox reft and meditation ;yet that 
this day fo fet apart, could be precifely the feventh day 
from the firft creation, isnotfo eafie to be proved. The 
Author of the Prattice ofPitty, as zealoufly as he pleads 
for the morality of the Sabbath, confefleth, that in thefe 
regards the Sabbat A could not be obferved, precifely,on 
u the day appointed. And to (peake properly, faith he, 
<f as we take a day for the diftindtion of time, called ei- 
€ f ther a day naturall confuting of 24. houres , or a day 
" artificiall, confiding of twelve houres from Sunne- 
€c rifing to Sunne-fetting : And withall confider the 
u Sunneftandingftill atnoone , the (pace of an whole 
u day in the time of lofuah ; aad the Sunne going tacke 
<c ten degrees (viz. five houres which is ahnoft half e an 
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<c artificiall day) in He^ekiahs time: the lews them- 
<c (elves could not fceepe their Sabbath, on that precife 
<c a#d juft diftinftion of time, called at the firft, the /<?- 
« venth day from the Creation. If lo,if they obferved 
it not at the pun&uall time, according as the Law 
commanded : it folio weth then, on hisconfeffion, that 
from the time of Iofnah , till the deftmftien of the 
Temple , there was no Sabbath kept by the lewes at 
all ; becaufe not on the day precilely, which the law ap- 
pointed. 

(9 ) This miracle, as it advantaged thofe of the houfc 
of Ifrael 1 in the prefent (laughter of their enemies 1 (o 
could it not but infinitely aftonifti all the C* n ** n ****i 
and make them faint, and flie before the conquerours. 
Infomuch that in the compafle of fiue yeares, zslofephtu 
tels us,there was not any left to make head againft them. 
So that the vi&ory being aflured,and many of the Tribes 
inverted in their new poffeffions: it pleafed the Congre- 
gation of Ifrael to come together at Shilo % there to fet up 



choice thereof, as Iofephm faith, becaufe it teemed to be 
' a very convenient place , by realon of the beauty of it. 
Rather becaufe it forted beft with lofuahs liking, who 
being of the Tribe of Ephraim within whofelot that 
City ftood,was perhaps willing toconferre that honour 
on it. But whatsoever wasthemotive,herewasthe Ta^ 
bernaclezxzdiz&> and hitherto the Tribes reforted ; and 
finally here the legall ceremonies were to take begin* 
ning:God having told them many times,thefeaad thefe 
things ye are to do , when ye are coofie into the land 
which XfbaUgive yon, viz. Levit.x^ and 23.Nttmb.15. 
Deut. 12. That Gilgal was the (landing lampe,and that 
the Levites there laid down the Tabernacle^ in a place 
offtren^thand fafety ; is plaine in Scripture : but that 
they there erefted it, or performed any legall Miniftery 
therein,hath no luch evidence.Though Ged had brought 



the Tabernacle of the Congre± 
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them into the Land of Promife, yet all this while they 
wereunfetled. The Land was given after •, when they 
had pofflffion,. So that the next Sabbath which enfued 
on the removal! of ^Tabernacle untoShilo ; was the 
firft Sabbath which was celebrated with its Legall Ce- 
remonies ; and this was Anno Mandi 2 c 8p, In which 
if we confider as welLthe toylefcmenefle as multiplicity 
of the tfritft lite -office* : we ft all f oone fee, that though 
the people re fled then,yet the Priefi worked batdeft.Firft, 
for the Loaves of Proportion, ortheShew-bread, how- AnimMLi* 
ever Iefephus tell us,that they were baked iiT«e£ re c.i 0 % 
£*'7«, the day before the Sabbath find probably in his time 
it might be to : yet it is otherwife irt the Scriptures. The 
Kehatbites,hith the Text, were over the Jhew- bread, for uCbm ' *• 
to prepare it every Sabbath. Thefe loaves were twelve 
in number, one for every Tribe, each of them two tenth 
dc*les ? or halfe a peck ; f@ the Scriptures fay :every Cake 
fquare, ten hand-breadtheslong, five fquare, and feven 
fingers high ;fb the Rabbins teach us. The kneading, 
baking, and difpofing of thefe Cakes muft require lome 
labour. 'Onr* d^nmntu , im xxiCetvov , &c. Where 
there is baking, faith the Author of theHomilie, S<r- 
mente y alcribed to Athanafim % then muft be heating of 
the Oven > and carrying in of faggots , and whatfoever 
work* isnecejfaryin the 'Bakers trade. Then for the/^- 
crificesot the day, the labour of the Prieft, when it was 
left, was double what it was on the other dayes. o' >S 
fo<£V fiTfkh \$y>v iKHvy rw min. as Chryfofiome 

hath rightly noted.The daily facrifce was of two lambs, Comb i At La- — 
the fHpernnmerary of the Sabbath was two more. Jf the V#. 
jNew-Moene fell on the Sabbath fi$ it often did, there was 
befides thefe named already,an offering of two Bullocks, 
a Ramme, feven Lambes : and if tl^t Ncw-moone were 
the Feaft of Trnmfcts alfo,as it fometimes was , there 
was a further offering of feven Lambes , one Ramme, 
pneBullocke. And which is more, each of theic had 

their 
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their fcverall Meat-offerings, and Drink-offerings, Per* 
fume*, and Frankincenfe, proportionable to attend upon 
them. By that time all was done , Co many beafts kilPd, 
skinned, wafhed, quartered , and made ready for the 
Altar ; fo many fires kindled , meat and drink-offerings 
in a readinefle, and the fweet odours fitted for the work 
in hand .• no queftion bat the Priefi had finall cauie to 
boaft himfelfe of his fabbaths reft jor to take joy in any 
thing but his larger fees, and that he had difcharged his 
duty, In which regard,the lews retaine this ftill amongft 
their traditions, In T tmplo non efe Sabbatum, That in 
the Temple they obferved no Sabbath. As for thepeop/e, 
though they might all partake of the fruits hereof yet 
none but thofe which dwelt in Shilo, or neare unto it at 
the leaft, could behold the fight; or note what paines the 
Priefts tooke for them, whileft they themfelves fateiiill 
andftirrednot. Had the Commandment beene morag, 
and every part thereof of the fame condition: the Priefts 
had never done fo many manners of worke, as that day 
they did. However, as it was, our blefled Saviour did 
account thde works of theirs, to beapublicfce*propha~ 
nation of the Sabbath day. Read* ye not in the X^laitii 
U2,5f he, how that upon the Sabbath dayes, the Priefts in the 
Temple do prophane the Sabbath? yet he declared withall 
that the Priefts were blamelefle, in that they did it by 
direction framtheGed of Heaven. The Sabbath then 
was daily broken, but the Prieft excufabte. Fqr Fathers 
that affirmethe fame, See IuFtin Martyr, dial. & <jh+ 
27. ad Orthod. EpiphanJ. 1 # har. 19. n* 5, Hierom. in 
Pfal. QX. tAthanaf. de Sabb. & Circumcif. tAuftin. £>u* 
exN.Teft.6i.IfidorePelufiot.Epl.jiJ.i f and divers 
others. 

(10) Thefe werQ the Offices ef the Prieft, on the 
Sabbath day ;md queftionlefle they were Efficient to 
take up the time. Of any other Sabbath duties by thern 
pcrformed,at thisprefent time,thereis no Conftat in the 
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Scripture: no nor of any place, as yet, defignedfor tfep 
performance of fiich other duties , as fome conceive to 
appertaineunto the Leviter. That they were fcattered 
and difperled over all the Tribes, is indeed mofttrue. 
Thecurfe olfaceb now, was become a bleffing to them. 
Forty eight Cities had they given them for their inhe- 
ritance, (whereof thirteene were proper onely to the 
Priefts:) befides their feverall forts of Tithes, and what 
accrewed unto them from the publicke Sacrifices, to an 
infinite value. Yet was not this diiperfion of the Tribe 
of Levi, in reference to any Sabbath duties, that fo they 
might the better aflift the people, in the folemnities and 
fanftifying of that day. The Scripture tels us no fuch 
matter. The realons m nifefted in the word, were thefe 
two efpecially. Firft, that they might beneare at hand 
to inftruft the people , and teach them all the fiatutes^ 
which the Lord had jpoken by the hand of lytofes : as alfo l*vk 1 o A o 3 1 1 
to let them know the difference betweene the holy and un- 
holy, the uncleane and cleane. Many particular things 
there were in the Law LevithaS , touching pollutions, 
purifyings,and the like legall Ordinances ; which were 
not neceffary to be ordered by the Priefis, above, thofe 
that attended, at the Altar, and were refortedjto in 
moft difficult cafes : Therefore both for the peoples eafe r 
and that the Priefts, above, might not be troubled every 
day in matters of inferiour moment; the vriefis and Le- 
vites werethusmingjed amongft the Tribes. A fecond 
reafon was, that there might be afwell fome nurfery to 
traine up the Levttes, untili they were of age fit for the 
f ervice of the Tabernacle ; as alfo fome retirement unco 
the which they might f epaire , when by the Law they 
were difmifled from their attendance. The nugiber of 
the Tribe of Levi, in the firft generall mufter of them, 
from a moneth old and upwards, was 2 2000. juft : out 
of which number, all from 30 yeares of age to 5 o, being 
in all 85 go perfon*, were taken to attend the publicke 
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Miniftery. The refidue with their wives and daugh- 
ters, were to be feverally difpofed of in the Cities allot- 
ted to them: therein to reft themfelves with their goodt 
and cattell,and do thofe other Offices a ove rcmem- 
bred. Which Offices as they were the works of every 
day : fo if the people came unto them upon the Sabbaths 
1 W*L*ti. €r Nw-moenes, as they did on both, to be inftrudted by 
" * * them in p articular cafes of the Law ; no doubt but they 
informed them anfwerably unto their knewledge. But 
this was but ©ccafionall onely,no conftant duty. Indeed 
Tilgl.*.c.l* it is conceived by Mafter Samuel Vurchat, on the autho- 
rity of Cornelius Tertram, almoft as tnoderne as him- 
felfe, That the fort y eight flties of the Levites had their 
fit f laces for Afiemblics ; and, that thence the Synagogues 
had their beginnings : which were it fo, it Would be no 
good argument , that in thofe places of Affembliet, the 
Vriefis' and Z^#>r/pubiickly did expound the Law unto 
the people on the Sabbath dajes % as after in the Syna- 
gogues. For where thofe Cities were but foure in every 
Tribe, one with another, the people muft raeeds travel! 
further then fix Furlongs* which was a Sabbath day es 
journey of the largeft meafiire,as before we noted ;or elfe 
that nice reftri<5tion was not then in ufe. And were it 
that they took the paines to go up unto them , yet were 
not thole few Cities able to containe the multitudes. 
When Ioab not long after thi^ did mufter Ifrael at the 
2%sm ' J ** command of David ; he found n© fewer then thirteene 
hundred thoufand fighting men. Suppofe we rhen,thac 
unto every one fighting man, there were three old men, 
women and children, fit to heare the La w, as no doubt 
there were, put thefe together, and it will amount ia 
all to two and fifty hundred thoufand. Now out of thefe 
fet by foure hundred thoufand for Ierufalern , and the 
fervice there ; and then there will remaine one hundred 
thouland Juft, which muft owe fuite and fervice every 
Sabbath day, to each feverall City of the Levites. Too 
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vaft a number to be entertained , in any of their Cities ; 
and much lefle in their Sjnagagues, had each houfe beene 
one. So that we may relolve for certain, that the difper- 
lion of the Levites over all the Tribes^ had no re* 
lation, hitherto, unto thereadingot the 
Law, f or any pub lick Sab- 
bath amies. 
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Chap. VII. 
Touching the keeping, o£ the>S abbath, 
from the time of DaYtdto the 
Macchabees. 



( l ) P Articular necejfities mufi give place to the La VV 
of Nature. (2) That Davids flight from Saul wa4 upon 
the Sabbath. ( 3 ) what David,dW being Kingoflfrae], 
in ordering things about the Sabbath. (4) Elij ahs flight 
upon the Sabbath ; andwhat elfe hapned on the Sabbath, in 
Elijahs time. ) The limitation of a Sabbath days jour- 
ney , not k*ov>ne amongfh the Iewes , when Elifha lived. 
( 6) The Lord becomes offended with the Iewifh Sabbaths; 
and on what occafion. (j ) The Sabbath entertained by 
the Samaritans;^ their ftrange niceties therin. (8) whe- 
ther the Sabbaths were obferved during the Captivitie. 
(9) The fyeciall care of Nehemiah to reforme the Sab- 
bath. ( \o) The weekly reading of the Law on the 
Sabbath Azyesjegan by Ezra. (11) No Synagogues nor 
weekly reading oj the Law, during the-Governmentofthe 
Kings. ( 1 2 ) The Scribes and Do&ours of the Law, im~ 
pofe new rigours on the people, about their Sabbaths. 



CO 




Hus have wee traced the Sabbath from the 
Mount to Silo, the fpace of forty five yeares 
or thereabouts ; wherein it was obferved 
fometimes, andfometimes broken : broken 
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by publick order from the Lordhimfelft; and broken by 
the publtcke pra&ice both o\ Prieft and people. No pre- 
cept inthcD^A^^fdcontfouledj andjuftledby the 
Legall £*remonies$foficed to give plate to fircumcifion, 
becaufe tint younger* and to the Legall facrifices, though 
it was their Elders : and all this while, no blame or im- 
putation to be laid on them, that f© prophaned if. Men 
durft not thus have dallied With the other nine j no nor 
with this neither,had it beene a part of the Law of 
ture. Yet had the Sabbath beene laid by in fuch cafes 
onely, wherein the Lord had fpecially declared his will 
and pleafure, that thefeand thefe things fhould be done 
upon it, or preferred before it ; there was lefle reafon of 
complaint. But we fhallieein that which follows,that 
thepocre Sabbath was inforced to yeeld Up the place, 
even to the feverall neceflities and occafions of particu- 
lar men : and that without injunction or Command 
from the Court of Heaven. This further proves che 
fourth Commandment,as farre as itconcernes the time, 
one whole day of leven, to be no part nor parcell of the R J vet *n Deed. 
L*t*>g? Nature : for if it were the Law of Nature , it 
were not difpenfable, no not in any exigent or diftrefle 
whatever. Nuttumpericulumfuadety ut qua ad legem 
natnralem direElc pertinent infringamus. No danger 
(faith amoderne Writer) is to occafion us to breake 
rhofe bonds, wher^ith we are obliged by the Lav? of 
Nature. Nor is thisonely 7>roteftant Divinitiejtox that ^J«w* i. 2. 
Precept a decalogiomninofint indijpenfabilia, is a noted " 00 
maxime of the Schoolmen. And yet it is not onely Schoole - 
Divinities for the Fathers taught it. It is a principle of S. ^ X ** J <"* 
tAHjiinsj Mud quod ornnino non licet femper non licet; 
nec aliqua neceffltate mittgatur, ut admijfum non objit: 
e(l cnim femper illicit um, quod legibus y quia criminofum 
" efl 9 prohibetur. That, faith the Father, which is un- 
" lawfullin itfelfe, isunlawfullalwayes 5 nor is there 
€i any exigent or extremity, that can fo excule it, being 
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<c done, but that it makes a man obnoxious unto Gods 
<c difpleafiire,For that is alwayes to be reckoned an un- 
« lawfull thing, which is forbidden by the Law becaufe 
€c fimplyevilL So that in eafethis rule be true, as no 
doubt it is; and that the fourth Commandment prohi- 
biting all manner of work? on the Sabbath daj y as fimply 
evill, be to be reckoned part of the Morall Law : they 
that tranfgrefle this Law, in what cafefoever, are in the 
f elf- fame ftate with thofe, who to preferve their lives or 
fortunes, renounce their Faith in God, and worfhip 
Idols ; which no man ought to do, no though it were to 
gaine the world. For what will it profit a man tegaine the 
iv or Id, and to lofe his fonle? 

(2) But fure the *}ews accounted not the Sabbath of 
io high a natures as not to venture the tranfgreffing of 
that Law, if occafion were. Whereof, or of the keeping 
it, we have no monument in Scripture, till we come to 
David. The refidue of Iofuah, and the Book of Iudges^ 
give us nothing of it. Nor have we much in the whole 
ftoryof the Kings: but what we have, we fliailprefcnc 
unto you,in due place and order. And firft for 7)avid 3 
wereade in Scripture how he flood in feare of Saul his 
1. sm. 20. Mafter, how in the Feftivall of the New-moone, his place 
was empty, how Saul became offended at it, and pub- 
licity declared that malicious purpofe , which in his 
heart he had before conceived againft him. On the next 
morning, Ionathan takes his bow and arrows, goes forth 
a (hooting, takes a boy with him to bring backe his ar- 
rows : and by a fignall formerly agreed betweene them, 
gives David notice that his Father did feeke his life, Da- 
vidon this makes hafte, and came to Nob, unto Abimc- 
lech the Prieft ; and being an hungry, defires fomefufte- 
nance at his hands. The Prieft not having ought elfe in 
readinefle, fets the fbew-bread before him, which was 
not lawfvllforany man toeate, but the Prieft alone. 
Now if we aske the Fathers of the Chriftian Church, 
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what day this was , on which poore David fled from 
the face of Saul, they anfwer that it was the Sabbath* 
The Author of the Homily, de Sememe > afcribed to A- 
thanaftm ,hath refolved it fo : $ itmtBSdTV 1<w foajSir, 
cC moft likely thatit was the Sabbath. His reafon makes 
^ the matter (urer,than his refolution x The Jews, faith 
" he.upbraid our Saviour, that his Difciples plucked the 
€€ eares of Gorne on the Sabbath day : to fatisfie which 
<c doubt, he tels them what was done by David, on a 
Sabbath Mo Iw&eJ"™ 7 * hpr/i£u>v&<rt \<f i&eicy $i» 

m@@dTG> y%vo<WK9 as that Father hath it. S. Hierome tels 
us,thattheday whereon he fled away homSau/ 9 was 
both a Sabbath and New- moonei St ad fabbati folennita- l nMMb.ii. 
tem accedebant neomeniaru dies. Indeed the ftory makes 
it plainest could be no other. The flew* bread was chan- 
ged every Sabbath, in the morning early : that which 
was brought in new, not to be ftirred off from the Ta- 
ble* till the Week was out 5 the other which was taken 
away, being appropriated to the Prkfts, and to be eaten 
by themonely. Being fbftale before, we may theeafier 
thinke it lay not long upon their handstand had not Da- 
vid come, as he did, that morning ; perhaps he had not 
found the Priefi fo well provided a in the afternoon. Had 
David thought that breaking of the Sabbath, in what 
cafe foever,had beene a finne againft the eternallLaw of 
Nature: he w6uld,nodoubt,have hid himfelfe that day. , 
in the field, by the fione Eze/, as he had done two dayes ! 9* 2 *« 
before; rather thenfb have run away ,as well from Ged, 
as from the King.Efpecially confidering that on the Sab* 
bath day he might have lurked there, with more fafetie, 
then before he did : none being permitted, as fome fay, 
by the Law of God, to walke abroad that day , ifocca r 
fion were. Neither had David paffed it over in fo light a 
manner, had he done contrary to the Law. That heart 
of his which fmote him for his murder and adultery , 
and for 'his nwnbrwg of the pceple* would lure have 
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taken focne impreffion, upon the breaking of the Sab- 
iathi had he conceived that Law to be like the reft. But 
Davidkntvrof no fuch mattenneither did Jonathans 
it feeraes.For howfoever Davids fad: might be excufed, 
by reafon of the imminent perill ; yet furely Jonathans 
walkingfbrth wich his bow and arrorvs,wzs of a very dif- 
ferent nature. Nor did he d© it fearfully, and by way of 
ftealth,as if he were afraid to avow the adion: but tooke 
his Page with him to bring back his arrows , and called 
aloud unto him to do thus and thus, according as he was 
directed; as if it were hisufeall cuftome.?***^** might 
have thought of fome other way to give advertifement 
unto David, of his Fathers anger : rather then by a pub- 
lick breaking of the Sabbatb,to provoke the Lords, But 
then, as may from hence be gathered, flooring and fuch 
like manlike exercifes,\Ntxt not accounted things tmlawr 
full on the Sabbath day. 

(3) This aft and flight of Davids from the face of 
Saul, happened in Torniellm computation, Anno 2274.* 
and forty fix yeares after that,being 3© 20 of the Worlds 
Creation, and the laft yeare of Davids life, he made' a 
new divifion of the fbnnes of Levi. For where the Le- 
vites were appointed in the times before,to beare about 
the Tabernacle, asoccafion was: the Tabernacle now 
being fixed and fetled in JerufaUm^atxt was no further 
oft of the Levites ftrvice, in that kinde. Therefore King 

1 3,4,7. jj av ia thought it good,tofet them to fome newemploi- 
ments; and fo he did : fome of them to affift the Priefls, 
in thepublick Miniftery; fome to be Overfeers & Judges 
of the people ; fome to be Porters alio in the houfe of 
God; and finally, fome others to be fingers, to praife the 
Lord with inftruments that he had made, with Harpes, 
mth Viols, and with Cymbals .Oi thefe the moft confider- 
able were the firft and laft. The firft appointed to affift 
at the daily facrifices : as alfo at the Offering of all burnt- 

Krfii 1 . ttftrings unto the Lord, in the Sabbaths , in the moneths, 
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and at the appointed times, according to the timber, and 
according to their cuflemc continually before the Lord. 
1 he other were inftru&ed in the fongs of the Lord:lhoic chap 1 * ♦ 7. 
chiefly which were made for the Sabbath dayes&nd the 
other Feftivals : and one he madehimfelfe, of his owne 
cnditing, entituled a Song or Pfalmefor the Sabbath day. 
£alvin upon the 9 2 Pfalme is of opinion , that he made 
many for that purpofe, as no doubt he did; and fo he did p f ai9 * 4 
for the Feafis alio. lofephns tels us, that hecompofed Am)^%U^ 
Odes and Hymnes to the praife of God ; as alfc that he c l0 * 
made divers kinds of inftruments,and that he taught the 
Levites to praife G©ds Name upon them , both on the 
Sabbath dajcs, *J -nuiitow iapmcV, and the other Fefti- 
vals : as well upon the ssfnnuall, as the weekly Sabbath. 
Where note, that in the diftribution of the Levites into 
feverall Offices y there was then no fuch Office thought 
of, as to be Readers of the Law: which proves fufficient- 
ly, that the Law was not yet read publickly unto the 
people, on the Sabbath day. Nor did he onely appoint 
them theiryS^,and 7»y?r#«**»*.f :butfoexaftand pun- 
ftuall was he, that he prefcribed what habit they fhould 
weare, in the difcharging of their Minittery , in finging 
praifestotheLord ; which was awhitelinnen rayment, 
liich as thcf*rplice y riGVj inufe, in the Church of Eng- 
land. Alfo the Levites % faith the Text, which were the uC ^ Q n 
jingersy being arrayed in white linnen y having Cymbal* * 
and Pfalteries and Harps y flood at the Eaft end of the AU 
tar y &c.praijtng and thanking God, for his grace and mer- 
cies. And this he d W ? not by commandment from above, 
or any warrant but his owne, that we can heare of, and 
that he thought it fit, and decent. David, the Prophet 
of the Lord, knew well, what did belong to David the 
King oftIfracl % in ordering matters of the £h*rch, and 
fetling things about the Sabbath. Nor can It be but 
worth the notice, that the firft King whom God rai- 
led up to fa a nurfing Fat her unto his Church, fhould 
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exercife his-regall power, in didlating what he would 
have done on the Sabbath day , in reference to Gods, 
publicke worfhip. Asifinhim, the Lord did meane to 
teach all others of the fame condition , as no doubt he 
did, that it pertaines to them to vindicate the day of his 
publicke fervice, as well from luperftitious fancies, as 
prophane contempts: and to take fpeciali order that his 
name be glorified, as well in the performances of the 
Priefts, as the devotions of the people. This fpeciali care 
we (halifinde verified in C on ft*n tl n e > the firft Chriflian 
Emperour, of whom more hereafter in the next Booke, 
and third Chapter. Now what was here ordained by 
David, was afterwards confirmed by Solomon (whereof 
fee 2\Chron. 8. 1 4 J who as he built a Temple for Gods 
publicke worfhip; for the New-moones, and weekly Sab- 
baths, and the folemne Feafts, as the Scripture tels us :fb 
he, or fome of his fucceflours,built a faire (eat within the 
Porch thereof, wherein the Kings did ufe to fet, both on 
the Sabbaths and the annuall Fefiivats. The Scripture 
a Kin^ 16: C alls it tegmen fabbati, The covert for the Sabbath ; that 
is, faith Rabbi Solomon, Locus qnidam in portico templi 
gratiofe coopertm, in quo Rexfedebat aie Sabbati , & in 
magnis jefUvitatibm, as before was faid. So that in this 
too, both were equall ; as well as in the Pfalmes, and 
Hymnes, and publicke latides, which David had ordaiij- 
edfor both; without any difference. 

(4) From David pzffewexa Elijah, from one great 
Prophet to another 2 both perfecuted, and both faine to 
flie,and both to flje upon th? Sabbath. Elijahhzd made 
havock of the Priefts: of £aal % and fe^ebe/lcnta mefiage 
to him,.that he ftiould arms himfelfe to expedfc the like. 
The Trophet warned hereof, arofe, and being incoura- 
ged by an vfnge^ he did eate and drinke, and walfad in 
Vi»|.!^.8; the firength of that me at, forty dayes and forty nights, 
untill he came to Horeb the Mount of God. What, walk- 
ed ho forty dayes and as many night s ? without reft or cea- 
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fing? So it is refolved on. Elijah as wc rcade in Damaf- pefide ortbod, 
cen,* (mvov J)J f vnreict£ , dfad Jt; fid f oJht7neza^ iv 7o7s caC-> f »4«^ 24. 
<f £*n,&c.difquieting himfelfe not onely by continu- 
<c all failing, but by bis travelling on the Sabbath, even 
u for the fpace of forty dayes,ewys aa&5A7or,did with- 
<c out queftion breake the Sabbath .-yet God who made 
< 5 that Law, was not at all offended with him,but rather 
<c to reward his vertue, appeared to him in Mount Ho* 
reb. SoThomas Aquinas fpeaking of fomemen, in the , v . 
old Teft anient, Qui tranfgredientes obfervantiam Sab- ^ ** 
cc bati y nonpeccabant, Who did tranfgrefle againfl: the 
" Sabbath <, and yet did not finne ; makes inftance of E- 
u lijah , and of his journey : wherein, feith he, itmuft 
u needs be granted, that he did travell on the Sabbath. 
And where a queftion might be made , how poffibly 
Elijah, could fp v nd forty d ayes, and forty nights, in fo 
lmall a journey : To flatus makes reply,that he went not 
dire&ly forwards , but wandredup and downe, and 
from place to place ; Ex timore & inqmetudine mentis, 
partly for feare of being found , and partly out of a dif- ln l0Cum * 
quieted and afflicted minde. Now whiles Elijah was 
in exile, 'Benhadad King of Syria invaded Ifrael, and in- 
camped neeveAphek; where Ahab alio followed him,, 
and fate downe by him with his Army. And, faith the 
Text, they pitched one over againfl the other, J even dayes, i*K}ng t 20.29. 
andfo it was that in the feventh day the bat tell wasjoyned, 
and the children of Ifraelflew of the Syrians an hundred 
thoufand } footmen in one day. Aske Zanchius what this 
[eventh day was ; and he will tell you plainly, that it was 
the Sabbath. For (hewing us that any fervile works Jn ^ 
may be done lawfully oji the Sabbath, if either cha- 4 M * 
rity,or unavoydable neceffity do fo require : he brings 
thisHjftory in, for the proof e thereof. And then he 
addes , flli die ipfo Sabbati y quia neceff{tas poftulabat, 
pugnam cum hoftibu* commiferunt , &c. The Ifrae- 
* tites, faith he, fighting againfl their enemies on 
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<c the Sabbath day, neceffity inforcing them t h ereunto, 
UC% Cm U 7. cC prevailed againft them with a great & mighty (laugh- 
k u *' ter. Neither is he only one that fo conceived it. For Peter 
Martyr teith as much, and colledb from hence,Z)#V Sab- 
« batimilitariamuniaobijffe eos, That military matters 
<c were performed by the fewson the Sabbath day. This 
field was fought, Annomundi 3135 :and was 1 i.yeares 
after Elijahs flight. 

(5) Proceed we to FJiJha next. OP whom, though 
nothing be recorded that concerns this bafinefle ; yet on 
occafion of his piety and zeale to God, there is a paflage 
in the Scripture, which gives light unto it. The %huna- 
? mite having received a childe at Elifhrfs hands, and fin- 

? ' vtt£ " 4v ding that it was decezted,called to her husbanded [aid, 
Send with me If raj thee, one of the young men and one of 
f, 1 a, t h e Affes, for I will hafie to the man of God y and come a- 
gaine. And he faid, fVherefore yptltthoH goto him to 
V&fel* day ? It is neither New-moone , nor Sabbath day. Had 
it beene either of the two , it feemes flie might have 
gone and (ought out the Prophet; and more then fo,flhc 
ufed to do it at thofe times; elfe what need the queftion? 
It was their cuftome, as before we noted, to travell on 
the Sabbath dayes> and the other Feftivals,xo have fome 
conference with the Levites, if occafion were ; and to 
repaire unto the Prophets n the fame times alfo, as well 
as any day whatever. In illis diebm feflivisfrequentiw 
ibant adProphetas ad audiendumverbum c Dei , as Lyra 
hath it on the place. And this they did, without regard 
unto that nicety of a Sabbath day es journey • which came 
not up till long time after: fure I am was not now in ufe. 
Eli/ha, at this time, was retvrcd to Carmel^hxch from 
the Shtmamites City was ten m iles at leaft;as is apparant 
both by Adrichomius Map of Itfaehar> and all other Ta- 
bles that Iliarve met with. And fotfae limitation of 2000 
foot, or 2000 Cubits, or the fix Furlongs, at the moft, 
which fome require to be allotted for the utmoft travell 
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on the Sabbathy is vaniflied (uddealy into nothing.Nay, 
it is evident by the ftory, that the journey was not very 
ftiort: the weman calling to her fervant to drive on,and 
go forwards, and not to flackehis riding unlefle fhe bid 
him : Which needed not , in cafe the journey had not 
beene above fix Furlongs. Neither New-moone nor Sab - 
bath day ? Itfeemes the times were bothalike, in this 
refpeft: the Prophets to be fought unto,and they to pub- 
lifti and make knowne the will of God, as well at one 
time, as the other, ^uafi Sabbatttm & Calend* <zquali* 11 ^ um - 2 3 * 
effent folennitatis^s Toftatmhath it. If fo,if the New- 
moonesy in this refpeft , were as folemne as the weekly 
Sabbath : no queftion but the osinnnall Sabbaths were 
as folemne alio. And not in this re'peft alone, but in ma- 
ny others. Markets prohibited in the New*moones y as in 
the Sabbath, When wiU the New-moon bee gone, that wee 
may fell our come? in the eighth of Amos : the Sacrifices 
more in thefe then in the other, of which laft wee have 
fpokealready.So when the Scriptures prophecie ofthofe 
fpirituall Feafts, which ftiould be celebrated by Gods 
Saints, in the times to cometthey fpecifie the New-moons 
as particularly, as they do the Sabbaths. From one New- l[a % 66,z^ 
moon to another, and from one fabbath to another, (hall all 
flefb come to worjbip before me, faith the Lord.Scc the like 
Prophecie in Ezech. Chap.^tFer.i.j. Vpon which laft 
S. Hierome tels us, Quod^rivileginm habet dies feptimm In S^ch 46* 
in hebdomada , hoc habet privilegmm menfis exordium: 
The New-mwnes and the Sabbath -have the like Prero- 
gatives. 

( 6) Nayi when the fews began to fet at naught the 
Lord, and to forget that God which brought them out 
of the Land of ^£gypt ; when they began to loath his 
Sabbaths , and prophane his Fefihals f as they did too 
often : the Lord expoftulates the matter with them, as 
well for one as for the other. When they were weary of 
the New-moone/ttd wilhed it gone, that they might fell s. 
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cerne ; and of the Sabbath , becaufe it went not faft e- 
nough away, that they might fet forth wheat to fale: the 
Lord objects againft them, both the one and the other, 
by his Prophet Amos ; that they preferred their profit, 
before his pleafure. Et Deifolennitates turpi* Inert gra- 
tia, in fua verterent compendia's Saint Hi erome hath it. 
When on the other fide they did prophane his Sabbaths, 
and the holy Feftivals with exceffe and farf etting, fa- 
jirnos6* rowfingwine in bowles, fir etching themfelves upon their 

couches y and oynting of themfelves with the chief* oynt- 
mentsi the Lord made fcno wne unto them by his fervanc 
I faith, how much he did diflike their courfes.7"^ New* 
Cb(tp<u 14. moones and Sabbaths, the calling of Affemblies Ixannot 
array with • it k iniquity even the folemne meeting. It 
feemes they had exceedingly forgot themfelves , when 
now their very Fefiivals were become a finne. Nay, 
Chap 1 14 God goes further yet, Tour Ntw-moones and your ap- 
pointed Feafis my foulehateth, they are a trouble to me, I 
am weary to beare them. Tour New-moones, and jour 
Feafts, faith God, are not mine. Non enim mea funt qua 
geritk, They are no Feafts of mine, which you fb abufe. 
How lb? fudaienimnegleffi* fyiritmlthus negotiis qu& 
pro anima falute agenda dens praceperat, omnia legitima 
Sabbatiyadotium luxuriamcjue contulere. So (aid Cjau- 
c< dentins Brixianus, The Jews, faith he, neglecting 
" thofe fpirituall duties which God commanded on 
<c that day, abufed the Sabbaths reft unto eale and luxu- 
Cyy'tU, In ry. For whereas being free from temporall cares , they 
4mo$ *♦ ought to have employed that day to fpirituall ufes , and 
to. have fpent the fame in modeftie and temperance, 
^Axpodaa de/»p hoyw, and in the repetition and com- 
memoration of Gods holy Word: they on the other fide 
did the contrary, ^yitfuwoh utSvomf, ^^^7Bowafting 
the day in gluttony, and drunkennefle , and idle delica- 
cies. How farre S. Augufiine , chargeth them with the 
felf-fame crimes, we have feene before. Thus did the 
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honfe of ^frael febell againft the Lord , and propbane 
his fabbaths. And therefore God did threaten them by 
the Prophet Hofea , that hee would canfe their mirth to Hofcu: 
ceafe, their Feaft day es , their New-moones and Sab- 
baths > and their folemne FeHivals : that fo they might 
be puniftied in the want of that, which formerly they had 
abufed. 

(7) And fo indeed he did, beginning firft with thofe 
of the revolted 7>^^,whomhe gave over to the hand of 
Salmanazar the Affyrian] by whom they were lead Cap- 
tive unto parts unknowne, and never fuffered to returne. 
Thofe which were planted in their places/as they defired 
in trait of time , to know the manner of the God of the 
Land: fo for the better means to attaine that knowledge, 
they entertained the Pentateuch, or five Books of Mofes; 
and with them, the Sabbath. They were beholdiag to the 
Lions which God fent amongft them.Otherwife they had 
never known the Sabbath, nor the Lord who made it. 
Themfdves acknowledge this in an Epiftle to Anttochm 
Epifhanesy when he made havock of the ftws. The Epi- 
" ftle thus. B*m« Av7)i-xp dtf, &c. To King Antto- ^ph.Antlqj. 
« thus epiphanes, the mighty God, the fuggeftion of the l2c,? * 
<c SidonUns that dwell at Sichem.Oax Anceftors enforced 
<c by a continuall plague which deftroyed their Country 
cc (this was the Lions before fpoken of) and induced by 
u an ancient fuperftition , iSs* ItwU™* uifinv r 
« ^i*Mois Kzy>iAwv (m@0et7G>v iipi&.v , took up acuftome 
u toobfervethatdayasholy, which the Iewes call the 
" Sabbath. So that it feemes by this Epiftle, that when 
the Adrians fent back one of thtPriefis oklfrael^o teach 
this people what was the manner of the God of the Land; 
that at that time they did receive the Sabbath alfo: which 
was about the yeare of the Worlds Creation^ 315. The 
Prieft f© fent, is faid to have been called Dofihai ; and as 
the word is mollified in the Greeks ^ it is the fame with Orlg^dd^ 
2)^^w:whoasheetaughtthelenewS4^riM»/, the w 9l *+* 
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obfervation of the Sabbath ; fo as fomelay, he mingled 
with the fame, fome neat devtfes of his own. For wheras 
it i&faid in ttee Book of Exodtt* , Let m mango out of his 
place on the Sabbath day: this *Dofithe*u , if at left this 
were he, keeping the letter of the Text, did affirme and 
teach, that in what ever pofture any man was found , c* 
th yim§& t3 cu&fidTv, in the beginning of the Sabbath • 
in the (elf-fame hee was to bee t**%$s zanpas, even un- 
till the evening : as 0r*V<?» hath told us of him. I lay , 
if this were hee, and as fomcfay; becaufe there was 
another *Dofitheus , a Samaritan too , who lived more 
neere unto the time of Origen, and is moft like to be the 
man. However, wee may take it for a Samaritan device, 
as indeed it was; though not lo ancient as to take begin- 
ning with the firft entertainment of the Sabbath^ in that 
place and people. 

(8) This tranfportatioa of the ten Tribes Sox their many 
fins, was a fair warning unto thofe of the houfe of Iudah, 
to turn unto the Lord, and amend their lives, andobferve 
his Sabbaths : his fabbata annorum, Sabbaths oiycares&C* 
well as either his -weekly, ox his yearly Sabbaths.Thc lews 
had been regardlefleof them all, &fornegledt ofall,God 
s refolved to punifh them. Firft, for the weekly Sabbath, 
that God avenged himfelfe upon them for the breach 
Cfc.13.tM8 2 thereof, is-evident by that one place of Nehemiah. Did 
not your lathers thus y faith htt^andour God brought this 
flagueufonm , and up wn our Citie? yet yee increafe the 
wrath upon Mrael , in breaking the Sabbath. Next for the 
Annuatt Sabbaths v God threatned that he would deprive 
them of them^ by hVProphet Hofea ; as before was faid. 
And laftly, for his Sabbaths o\yearcs> they had been long 
negle&ed and almoftforgotten-ifobfervedat all. Torni- 
eRm finds 3 onely kept in all the Scripture. Nor are more 
fpecified in particular , but fare more were kept : the 
certain number of the which may eafily be found by the 
proportion of the pirnifhmcnt. God tels them that they 
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ftiould remayn in bondage, nntitt the land had enjoyed her 
Sabbaths : forfo longasjkc Uy dcfolate, fbee kept fabbath, 1%L<r0 
to fulfill threefcore and ten year es. So that as many yeares 
as they were in bondage, Co many Sabbaths of jeares they 
had negle&ed. Now from the yeare 2523 which was 
the feventh yeare after their pofleflion of the Land of Ca- 
naan • unto the yeare 3450, which was the yeare of their 
Caftivitie : there patted in all 85 7 yeares juft • of which 
1 22 wtrsyttrcs fabbaticafl. By which account it is ap- 
parant, that they had kept in all that time , but fifty two 
fahbatu all yeares : and for the feventy Sabbaths of yeares 
which they had negledted. God made himfelfe amends, 
by laying detolate the whole Countrey,/* w 0*7 yeares to- 
gether,^"// the earth hadenjoyed her fab baths. Not that the 
earth lay ftill all that while,and was never til!ed;for thole 
that did remayne behinde, and inhabit there , muft have 
meanes to live : but that the tillage w as fo little, and the 
cropfofmall (the people being few in numbers) that in 
companion of former times, it mightfeeme to reft. But 
whatfoever Sabbaths the earth enjoyed , the people kept 
not much themlelves. Ttie folemne Feafts of Pentecofi, 
thc Tatfeover, and the Feaft of Tabernacles , they could 
not celebrate at all,becau(e they had no Temple to repaire 
unto : nor did they celebrate the Nerp-moones and the un&l 
•weekly fabbath ^ as they ought to doe. NenneomenU 9 non 
fabbatiexercere Utitiam, nec cmnes fefiivitates quasuno 
ntmine cemprehendity as Saint Hierome hath it. For that 
they ufed to work on the fabbath day .both in the Harveft 
and the Vintage , during the Capthitie , wee have juft 
reafon t© fufpedt, coafidering what great difficulty Ne- 
hemiah found, to redreffe thofe errours. So lirtle had 
that people profited in the Schoole of Pietie ; that though 
they felt Gods heavy anger for the breach thereof, yet 
could they hardly be induced to amend their follie*. 
■ j ( 9) Butprefently on their return from HabylonjkiVj Eya 3 
reared up the Altar, and kept the Feaft of Tabernacle s% 

and 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



154 Cha*.7- The Hipryof Part.l 

and the burnt offerings day by day, and afterward the conti- 
nuali burnt-offering, both in theNew~moons,& the folemne 
Feafi-day es,thzt had been confecrate unto the Lord.This 
the firft work that was endevoured by their Zorobabe/,8c 
other Rulers of the people:and it was fomwhat that they 
went fo farr e in the reformation^ te receive the fabbaths, 
and the publick Feftivals . I fay the Sabbaths, amongft o- 
" thers/or fo 7*/^/^ doth expreffe it. They celebrated 
<c at that time,faith bee, the Vend of Tabernacles } accQT- 
(c ding as their Law-maker had ordained :and afterwards 
(C they offered Oblations and continuall Sacrifices,obfer- 
u ving their Sabbaths 3 znd all holy folemnities.By which 
it feemes, the fabbaths had not been obferved, in time of 
the captivity. Nor were they now obferved fo truly, but 
that (omeevillcuftomes,- which had crept amongft them, 
during the Captivity , were as yet continued : Markets 
permitted on the fabbath, and thepubliek Fefiiva/s; Bur- 
dens brought in, and out ; the Vintage no lefle followed 
on thofe dayes, than on any other. And fo continued till 
the year 361 o,whicb was fome 9 o years after they were 
returned fro Babei: what time they celebrated that great 
¥ea& of Tabernac/es; and publickly read the Law 
before all the people. Vpon which Aft, this good enfued, 
that both the Priefts and Princes, and many others of the 
people,did enter covenant with the Lord, that If thepeo. 
1{eh}o*v.}u pie of the Land brought ware , or any viEluals y tofeUthem 
on the Sabbath day y that roe-would not buy it of them on the 
Sabbath, or on the Holy* dayes^and that we would leave the 
feventh yeare free, and the exattion. of every debt. Where 
ftill obierve,that they had noleffe care ot the annnall fab- 
baths y yea, of the fabbaths of ye wes, then of the weekly - 
and marketing not moTe reftrained on the weekly fab* 
baths, then on the Annnall. A covenant not fo well per- 
formed, as it was agreed.For Nehemiah who was princi- 
pall on the peoples par t,being gone for Babylony ax. his re- 
turn, found all things contrary. to what he looked for. I 
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none prohibited, but dancing ondy. Not that all kiwde of 
dancing was by Law reftrained : but either the abufe there- 
of, at times unfeafonable, when men (hould have beene 
prefent in the Church of God; oreifeimmodeft,ftiame~ 
dancings ; fuch aswerethofe, againft the which the 
Fathers Aid inveigh lb ftiarpely, in the Primitive times* 
Itt reference to the firft, Damafcen tells us of feme men, VaraMmm^ 
whooncly wiftied for the Lords day , ut *b of ere feriati^-h^Al- 
vitiis operant dent 9 that bein&quitted from their labours, 
they might enjoy the better their finfull pleafures. « For 
« looke into theftreets (faith he) upon other dayes, and 

there is no mart to be found ; Die T>ominico egredere 9 
<*atfue altos citbara canentes, alios appUudentes * & fat- 
« tantes 9 &c But lookfc abroad on the Lords daj^ and 
« you lhall fmde feme (inging tatheHarpe 7 others ap- - 
«. plauding of the Mfcficke ; feme dancing, others jeering 
« c of their NeigWx)Ut5, alios denize InSantes repertes ; 
^ and feme alio Wraftliftg. ft follower h ] Praco ad £c- 

defiant vocat f pmnes fegnitie tor pent, & morat.neQttnt : 
««< {ttbara ant tuba perfonmt . ? omnes tanquam altis ■ 
« ftru&i current. Dorbthe-CAirfct call unto the Chnrch ? 
^ they have a feaver-lurdane 9 and they cannot ftirre? 
«• Doth the -Harp* or Trumpet call them to their Pa- 
« ' ftimes? they as they hadwi*£j to helpethemo 
They that can nnde in this a prohibition, either of Mu- 
fick?) anting* pubtik? Sports , or man-Uke Exerctfes, fuch 
as Wr aft ling is, on the Lords day ; rrmft certainely have 
better eyes than Lynceu$> and more wit than Oedipus* . 
pkinely they prove the contrarie, to what fome alleage 
them ; and (hew moft clearely , that the Recreations 
there remembced, were aSmved of -pub like Ij : otherwile, 
none durft ufe them , as wee fee they did, in the open 
ftreetes. Ondf the Father feemes offended , that they : 
preferred their Paftimes* before their Prayers ; that they . 
made little or no hafte to- fourth^ and rinne upon the 
fpurre t& thek Rtczemons : that where Gods pnblike 
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Ezra firft fet this courfe on foot , a Priefi by callin g, one 
very skilfull in the Lawes of Mofes : who having tooke 
great pains tu feekout the Law, & other Oracles of God; 
difgefted and difpofed them into that forme and method, 
in which we have them at this pref ent.Of this (ee It en J. 
3.25.T mutt, de habitu mutterum, Clem.AlexJ.i .Strom. 
Chrjfoft.bom.S.ad Hebraos^nd divers others.This done, 
and all the people met together at the Feaft of Taberna- 
cles, *An. 3<5i o, which was feme ninety ycares after the 
return from Babylon, as before was faid:he took that op- 
portunity, tomakeknowne the Law unto the people. For 

K«bem.z.4. this caufe he provided a "Pulpit of wood, that fo hee might 

^4.7. be heard the better :& round about him flood the Priefis, 
and Levitety learned men , of purpofe to expound the 

JV.8. Text,and to give the lenfe therof$that fo the people might 
the better underftand the reading , And this they did 8 
dayes together a from the firft day untill the laft, when the 
Feaft was ended. Now in this Aft of; Ezraes , there was 
nothing common , nothing according to the cuftome of 
theformer times, neitherin time or place, or any other 
circumftance.Firft for the time,although it was the Feaft 
of Tabernacles, yet was it not the feventhyeare,zs Mofes 
ordered it 2 that yeare, which was the firft of Nehemiahs 

*W8,i,3 # comming unto Hierufalem, not being the Sabbaticall 
yeare,but the third yeare afterjas TornieUw doth compute 
it.Then for the place, it fiiould have bin performed in the 
Temple onely ; as both by Mofes Ordinance , and }ofa hs 
praftice,doth at large appeare : but now they did it in the 
ftreet before the Water- gates, as the Text informes us. So 
for manner of the reading,it was not onely publifhed, as 
it had bin formerly, but expounded alfo. Wherof, as of a 
thing never knowne before, this reafon is laid do wnc by 
Torniellm^uod lingua Hebraicadeferatjam vulgaris ejfe, 

An*i 4*iox*9* Cffitldaico feu Syriacoidiomate in ejus locum furrogato, be- 
« caufe the Hebrew Tongue wherin the Scriptures were 
<c firft written,was now grown ftrange unto the people; 
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cc the C^aldeeox the Syriack being generally received in 
« the place thereof. And laft of all, for the continuance of 
this exercife, it held out eight dayes, all tk whole time 
the Feaft continued :wheras it was appointed by the law 
of Mofcs, that onely the firft and laft dayes of thfe Feaft of 
Tabernacles, (houXd. be efteemed and folcmnized, as holy 
convocations to the Lord their God, Levit.i 3.35.^36. 
Here was a totall alteration of the ancient cuftome ; and a 
faire overture to the Priefis^ho were then E#Urs of the 
people, to begin a new:a faire inftruftion to them all,that 
reading of the Law of God was not confined to place, or 
time§ but that all times, and places, were alike to his holy 
V/ord.JEvery feventh day as fit for lo good a duty,as every 
feventhjearcyjtt accounted in the former times:the Vil- 
lages,and To wnes,as capable of the Word of God,is was 
the great and glorious Temple of Hierufalem : and what 
prerogative had the Feaft of Tabernacles , but that the 
Word of God might be as neceflary to be heard on the 
other Festivals, as it was on that? The Law had firft been 
given them on a Sabbath day >znd therefore might be read 
unto them every Sabbath day. This might be pleaded in 
behalfe of this alteration, and that great change which 
followed after, in the weekly (abbaths : wheron the Law 
of God was not onely read unto the people, fuch of them 
as inhabited over alt Ih<Ua ; but publickly made knowne 
unto them,in all the Provinces and Towns abroad,where 



had fo difpofed it,in his heavenly coun£ailes,that£bhis ho- 
ly Word might be more generally known throughout the 
world ;and a more eafie way laid open,for the admittance 
and receipt of the MeJJ7ah,whom he meant tofend : that uhn 4,10, 
to Biemfdem and the Temple f xti$it by degreesi>e lef ned 
in their reputation;and men might know thatneither of 
them was the onely p/ace,where they ought to w or {hip .This 
I am fure of,that by this breaking of the cuftome,although 
an inft itutc of Mofesjixt Law was read piore frequently, 
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then in times of old : there being one other reading of it, 
publickiy, and before the people, related in the thirteenth 
of Nehemiab $ When it was neither Feaft of Tabernacles, 
XiQTfAbhMcaUyttxs j for ought we finde in holy Scrip- 
ture. Therefore moll Like it is that it was the Sabbath ; 
which , much about thofe times , began to be ennobled 
with the conftant reading of the Word in the Congrega- 
tion : Firft in Bierufalem , and after by degrees, in moft 
places elfe, as men could fit themfdves with iconvenient 
Synagogues > Houfes fele&ed for that purpole,to heare the 
Word of God,andobferve the (ame.Of which times,and 
of none before,th©fe paffages of Philo and lofephu* before 
:htp^n*4. remembred, touching the weekly readingofifos Iaw,and 
the behaviour of the people ih the publick places of aflem- 
biies ; are to bee underftobd. and verified , as there wee 
noted. 

(i i ) For that there was no Synagogue , nor weekly 
reading of the Law , before thefe times , (befides what 
hath been faid already) we will now make manifeft. No 
Synagogue before thefe timcs,for there is neither mention 
of them , inallthebodf of the Old Teftament : nor any 
ufe of them in thofe day es,wherin there were no Congre- 
gations in particular places. And firft there is no menti- 
on of them in tfeeoldleftament. For where it isfuppo- 
fed by feme , that there were Synagogues iti the time of 
David; and fertile proofe thereof they produce the(e 
Vf*L7$$* 18 VJordsjbey havt 'burnt uf ail the Synagogues of Ged in the 
Land: the fuppofiti©n,and the proofe, are alike infirme. 
For not to quarreil the Tranflation,which is diredly dif- 
ferent frosathe (/r^^ndivulgar^rzW, andtonewhat 
from the itottntxEngliJbzth &Pfalme y if wHt:by ,&avidj 
wasnotcompofed in refetence tb^ny prefect miitry, 
which befell the Church. There had been no fuch havock 
made thereof, iri all Davids time, as is there complained 
©^Therefore it David w$it that<Pfalme,bee wriiiraa in*- 
ipired wilhihefpiritof/prQphecy,; and Hn xh&fipitw of 
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prophecy, did reflect on thofe wretched times 1 , wherein 
t^fitiochw laid wafte the Church of God, and ranfecked 
his inheritance. To thofe moft probably muft it be re- 
ferred ; the miferies which are there bemoned,not being 
to exa&ly true in any other time of trouble , as it was in 
this. AfagisprobabtliseftconjeElura, adtempus Antiochi 
referrihas querimonias, as Calvin notes it. And (econdly, 
there was no ufe of them before : becaufe no reading of 
the Law in the Congregation of ordinary courfe , and on 
the Sabbath dayes. For had the Law been .read unto the 
people every Sabbath day , we either fliould have found 
feme Commandementforit,or fomepradticeof it : but 
we meet with neither. Rather we find ftrong arguments 
toperfwadethe contrary, Weereadit of fehofaphat y thzt ixhrcnxf^ 
in the third jeere of hi* r eigne Joe fent his Pr/W*/, Ben- hail, 
rfff^Obadiah,rf»df Zechariab, and Nathaneel,WMicajah, 
U teach in the Cities offudah, Thefe were the princi- 
pall in Commtjfion^ and unto them he joyned nine Levits, 
and two Priefis y to bear them company;and to affift them. 
It followetb, And they taught in Iudah, and had the book^ y eY fi p# 
if the Law of the Lord with them , and they went about # 
throughout all the Cities 0/Iudah , and taught the people. 
*s4nd they taught in Iudah, and had the Book? of the Law 
with them. Tl?is muft needs be a needlefle labour, in 
cafe the people had been taught every Sabbath day : or 
that the Booke of the Law had as then been extant, (and 
extant muft it be , if it had been read ) in every Towne 
and Village over all fudaa. For what need they have 
carried with them in that Vifitation, a Copy of the Book 
of the Law; as the Text tels us , that they did : had it bin 
fo , that every Towne or Village in all the Countrey, 
was provided of it. Therefore there was no Synagogue, 
no reading of the Law every Sabbath day, in fehofaphats 
time. Bat that which folio wes of foftah, is more full l.^fiai 
then this. T hat godly Prince intended to repaire the 
T emple , and in purfuite of that intendment, Htlkiah the 

M Prieft, 
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Prieft,to whom the ordering of the work had been com- 
mitted ; found hidden an olde Copy of the Law of God, 
which had been given unto them by the hand of Mofes. 

Ptrfeii* This Booke is brought unto the King,and read unto him; 

esfnd when the King had heard the words of the Law % hee 
rent his clothe s y And not (o onely, but he gathered togc- 

Cfc'jfcSj.ijZ, theraB the Elders of Iudah and Hierulalem , and read in 
their eat es ail the words of the "Book of the Covenant which 
was found in the houfe of the Lord, Had it beene formerly 
the cuftome , to reade the Law each Sabbath unto all the 
people : it is not to be thought that this good King 
fiah , could poflibly have been fach a ftranger to the Law 
of God : or that the finding of the Booke, had beene re- 
lated for fo ftrange an accident ; when there wasfcarce 
a Town in ludahjjut was furni{hed with them. Or what 
need fetch a fiiddain calling of all die Elders, and on an 
extraordinary time , to heare the Law ; if they had 
heard it every Sabbath , and that of ordinary courfe ? 
Nay, fo farre were they at this time , from having the 
Law read amongft them every weekly Sabbath, that as 
it feemes , it was notTead amongft them in the Sabbath 
of yeares , as Mofes hadbefore appointed. For if it had 
been read unto them , once in feven yeares onely, that 
vertuous Prince had notfo foone forgotten the contents 
thereof .Therefore there was no Synagogue ,no weekly ream 
dingof the Law, in lojiahs dayes.And if not then, and not 
before, then not at all till Ez.ro* time. The finding of 
the Booke of God , before remembred , is faid to hap- 
pen in the yeare 341 2 of the Worlds Creation; not forty 
yeares before the people were led Captives into Babylon: 
in which fliort fpace the Princes being carelefle, and the 
times diftrafted , there could be nothing done that con- 
cern'd this bufinefle. Now from this reading of the Law 
in the time of Ezra , unto the Councel holden in Hieru- 
falem , there pafled 490 yeares, or thereabouts, Antiqui- 
ty (ufficieat to give juft caufe to the Apoftle, there to 
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affirme , that in old time in evert fitie , had 

them that pr etched him, being read in th* Synagogues ^ l * ,ri# 
every Sabbath dau So that wee may conclude for cer- 
taine , that till tnefe times wherein wee are, there was 
flo rai^£ oftheZ<w unto the people , on the Sabbath 
dayes : and m thefe times, when it was taken up amongft 
them,it was by Ecclefeafticalt Inftfcmion onely,no divine 
authority. 

( 1 2) But being taken up, on what ground fee ver, it 
did continue afterward v though perhaps fometimesin- 
terrupted>untill the ffnall diflblution of that Charch and 
State : and there withallgr^w tip a liberty of interpreta- 
tion of the holy Word, which did at laft divide the peo- 
ple into Se&s and Fa&ions. Petrus Cunam dotfr affirmcy D bn 
that howfoever the Law was read amongft them, m the % £v*' " 
former times,either in pub!ick,or in private^ et the bare 
Text was onely read, without^/^or dziczntJnterpre- 
tati* magifir or um>eommentatie nulla. But in the fee on d 
Temple, when there were no Prophets, then did the 
Scribes and 'Doftors begin to comment, and make their 
fcverall expofitions on the holy TextiEx quo natadijpu- 
tationes & fententU contraria; from whence , faith hee, 
fprung up debates } and doubtfull difputations. Mod pro- 
bable it is,that from this liberty of interpretation,fprung 
Up diverfity of judgements :from whence arofe the feve- 
rall SeQ:sot7 } h*rifees 3 EtfeesandS*dduces,V9ho by their 
difference of opinions did diftra&the multitude , and 
condemne each other.Of whom, and what they taught 
about the Sabbath, we (hall feein thenext chapter Nor 
is it to be doub ted*bu t as the reading of the Law, did make 
the people more obfervant of the Sabbath , then they 
were before.* fo that lib*rtasprophetandi % whkh they had 
amongft them,occafioned many of thofe rigours, which 
were brought in after. The people had before neglected 
the Sabbatical! y eares, but now they carefully obferved 
them. So carefully , that when ^Alexander the Great 
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being in lerufalem^nno 3721* commanded them to ask 
fome boons, wherein he might exprefle his favour and 
love unto them : the high Prteft anfwered for them all, 
that they defired but leave to exercife the ordinances of 
their fore-fathers,^ 70 tSJhuov %tds tuiei'WQ&v7!)> and that 
each feventh yeare might be free from tribute ; becaufc 
their lands lay then untilled. But then again, the liberty 
and variety ol" interpretation ,bred no little mifchiefe.For 
where in former tia-<es,according to Gods own appoint- 
ment, the Sabbath was conceived to be a day of reft; 
whereon both man and beaft might refirefh themfelves, 
and be the more inabled for their ordinary labours : by 
canvaffingfome Texts of Jcripturejand wringing bloud 
from thence inflead of comfort, they made the Sabbath 
fuchayoke, as was in(uppor table. Nor were thefe 
weeds of dodtrine very long in growing. Within an 1 00 
yeares,and leffe, after Nehemiah ,the people were (o farre 
from working on the Sabbath day, (as in his time we fee 
they did, and hardly could be weaned from fo great a 
finne.-) but thought it utterly unlawfull to take fword in 
hand;yea though it were to fave their liberty,and defend 
iof(ph.AntMb, Religion. A folly, which their neighbour Ptolomie, the 
**** * great King oli/Egypt, made efpeciall ufe of. For having 

notice of this humour, (as it was no better) he entred 
<c the Citie on the Sabbath day, under pretence to offer 
u facrifice;and prefently without refiftance furprifed 
u the fame : the people, e^.a aaC«> * ttwcuvns 9 not lay- 
<c ing hand on any weapon , or doing any thing in de- 
u fence thereof ; bat fitting ftill, fr-padqaf ^d^ A in an 
« idle flothfulneffe,fuffered themfelves to be fubdued 
by a Tyrant Conquerour.This happened Ann.M^j^o 
And many more fach fruits of fo bad a doftrine,did there 
happenafterwards : to which now wc haften. 
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What doth occurre about the Sabbath from 
the Maccabees Y to the deta&ion of 



( J ) The lews r^/if/r to fight in their owne defence upon 
the Sabbath ; ordered thereupon. (2) The 

Pharifees, about the/e times y had made the Sabbath bur* 
denfome by thetr Traditions. (3) Terufalem twice taken 
by the Komzn*) on ^Sabbath day. (4) The Romans* 
many ofthem^ Iudaifce, and take up the Sabbath a$ other 
Nations did by the lews example. (5 ) whether the 
flxangers dwelling amongft the lcws,didobferve the Sab* 
bath. (6) Auguftus Caelar *s>*nr gr attorn to the lews, in 
matters that concerned their Sabbath. (7 ywhat our Re- 
dee mier taught \anddidjto refitti* theahufesof, and in the, 
Sabbath. {%) The finailruine of the Temple, *nd the. 
Iewifh eeremonies 9 on a Sabbath day. (9 ) The Sabbath 
abrogated with the other Ceremonies* (LO/. wherein 
conftfteth thejpirituall Sabbath , mentioned in the Scrip- 
tures, and amongft the Fathers. (11V The idle and ridi- 
eulous niceties oftfye moderne Itwsjn their Parafceves, 
and their Sabbaths conclude thu firft part. 




(O 

E (hewed you in the former Chapter, how 
ftrange an alteration had beene made in an 
hundred yeares, touching the keeping of the 
Sabbath. The people ^hardly at the firft re- 
ftrained from working, when there was no 
M $ need 
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need ; and after cafily induced to abftaine from fighting, 
though tending to the neceflary defence both of their li- 
berty and Religion. Of fo much fwiftcr growth is fuper- 
ftition, then true pietie. Nor was this onely for a fit , as 
eafily laid afide, as taken up; but it continued a long time, 
yea, and was every day improved : It being judged, at 
laft,unlawfull to defend themfelves , in cafe they were 
aflanlted on the Sabbath day. Antuchw Efifhanes the 
great King of Syria , intending utterly to fubvert the 
Church and Common- wealth of ludah, did not alone 
i Mac.il defile the Sanltnary, by ftiedding innocent blond therein : 
but abfolutely prohibited the burnt-offerings and the Sa- 
crifices, commanding alfo that they {houldprtphanethe 
Sabbaths, zndthe Feftivalldayes. So that the Sanfiuarj 
was laid wafte, the hdj dayes turned into mourning,and 
the Sabbath into a reproach , as the ftory tels us i feme of 
the people fofarre yeelding thropghfearcand faintneffe, 
that they both offered unto Idols, and pr$fhaned the Sab- 
baths, as the King commanded. But others, whopre- 
ferr'd their piety, before their fortunes, went downe into 
the wilder** fe, and there hid themfelves in caves, and o- 
ther fccret places. Thither the enemies purfued them,and 
finding where they were in covert , affayled them on the 
Sabbath day :thc lews not making any ,tbe leaft refiftance, 
no not fo much as flopping up the mouthes of the Caves. 

ItftfW.wtA. as mcn re folved not to offend againft the honour of the 
Sabbath, in what extremity foever . Thefe men were cer- 
tainly more perf waded of the moralitie of the Sabbath , 
then David or Elijah in the former times : and being fo 
perfwaded , thought it not fit to flie or fight upon tnat 
day; no, though the feprcme Z*wc& Nature, which 
was thefiving of their lives did call them to ic. Tantum 
religio ptuitfuaicre maltrmm, in the Poets language.But 
Mattathias, one of the Priefts, a man that durft as much 
as any in thecaufcof Cod, and had not bin infe&ed with 

thofe 
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thofc dangerous fancies; taught thofe that were about 
him a more laving doftrine : Afliiring them, that they 
were bound to fight upon the Sabbath , if they were at 
faulted* For other wife, if that they fcrupulouflyobferved 
the Law, in fuch neceflities : i<^rti< wrr** Toxv^they 
would be enemies to themfelves, and finally be deftroyed 
both they and their Religion, ft Was concluded there- 
upon, that whofoever came to make battcll with them on i.M*ccn> 
the Sabbath day , they would fight again ft him : and after* 
wards it held for currant , as fofepbw tells us, that if ne- 
teffitie required, they made no fcruple, ™&#*tm p&x&u, 
to fight againft their enemies, on the Sabbath day. Yet by 
Iofephtes leave, it held not long, as hce himfelfe (hall tell 
us in another place : what time, the purpofeof thisrefo- 
lution was perverted quite , by the nice vanities of thofe 
men, who took upon them ts declare the meaning of it. 
But howfocver it was with thofe of lewrie, fiich of their 
Countrymen as dwelt abroad amongft other Nations, 
made no fuch fcr u pie ©f the Sabbath - v but that they were 
prepared, if occafion were, as well to bid the battell,as to 
expeft it : as mayappeareby this fhort ftory , which I 
fhallhereprefentinbriefe, leaving the Reader tolofe- 
fhm for the whole at large. Two brethren, AfinaW) and Anttqu.iud. lib. 
AniUns ,borft in Near da, in the Territory of Babylon, be- i $.c i ». 
gan to fortifie themfelves , and commit great outrages : 
Which knowne, the Governour of Habylon prepares his 
forces to (uppreffe them. Having drawne up his Army, 
heelayesinambufh neereamarilTi ,? and the next day, 
which was the Sabbath, (wherein the lews did ufe to reft 
from alt manner of work? ) making account that without 
ftroke ftricken, they Would yeeld themfelves,he marched 
againft them faire and foftly , to come upon them una- 
wares. But being difcovered by the Scouts of Aftnans, 
it was refolved amongft them to be farre more faf e, vali- 
antly to behave themfelves in that neceffity, yea, though 
it were a breaking of the very Lawjthento fubmit them- 
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felves , and make proud the Enemy. Whereupon all of 
f ban* at -once marched forth , and ; fUugbtered a greac 
xnany of the enemies ; ; the re&iue being conftraincd to 
fove themfelvesby a fpeedy flight.: The like dM\AmUtis 9 , 
after; being provoked by Mithridates > another Chief- 
tain of thofe parts. This happened much about the yeare 
3P57. that of the Mtcchabees before remembred. tyinno 
3 887. or thereabouts. Happy it was thefe brethren lived 
not in lft<La : for had they done fo there, the Scribes and 
Pbarifees would have tooke anorder with them ; and 
caft them out of the Synagogues , if not ufed them 
worfe. 

(2) For by this time, thofe Seels which before wee 
fpakeof, began to {hew themfelves , and difperfe their 
do&rines. /^A/^fpeakes not of them till the time of 
Jenathan, who entred on the Government of the lerrifi 
Nation, -^#00 385*4. Queftionleflfe they were known?, 
and folio wed,in the former times ; though probably not 
fo much in credit, their Dictates - not fo much adored, as 
in the Ages that came after. Of thofe the Pharifeesyvevc 
of moft authoritie, being mofta&ive in their equrfes, Se- 
vere profeflours of the Law,and fuch as by a feeming fan* 
ftity , had gained exceedingly on the affedions of the 
common people. The Sadduces were of lefle repute, 
(though otherwife they had their dependants) as. mea 
that queftioned fome of thecominon principlestdenying 
the rcfurreftion of thedead,the hope of immortality. As 
for the E Jeer ex Ejfeni, they were a kinde of Mankifb 
men, retired and private ;of farre more honeftie then the 
P barifie ijbat of farrc lefTecunninguherefore their Ten- 
dries not fo generally received, or hearkened after, as the 
others were. In matters of the Sabbath, they were ftrift 
alike: but with fome difference in the points wherein 
. ? their ftri&neffe did confi ft. In this the ftfeekemes to.go 
\aiu*»* beyond the Pbarifee , tpac they not onely did abfhine 
itQKidreJJIngmeate y and kindling fire upon the Sabbath: 
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"to tbeiiut was unUwtuU, to remove a drfh , or any 
« other y€f(fll, 9Wf of the pfcace/ whferdHothjey found it, 
yea or togo alide toeafe Astute. r . Addon <the o*her fid c* 
the r^ari/eein the raultipHcitie of his Sab bath 4p£ml$* 
tions, went beyond the Effee: all which were thruft up- 
on the people, ?s preicribed by God, and grounded in 
his. holy L^vv . ^the perfeft keeping of the whichffcemed 
their utmoft inddftry. T here is a dilate in the Scripture, 
that No man go oh t of kkflace on the Sabbath day. This Exod. t i> 
was impoffible to be kept , according to the words and 
letter : therefore there muft be feme device t© expound 
this Text , apd raak^ the matter feafible. Hereupon A- 
chiba, Simeon, md Hiliel > three principal Rabbins of 
thefe times, found out a fhift to fatisfie the Text, and yet 
not binde the people to impoffible burdens. This was to 
limit out the Sabbaths journey, allowing them adoo.* 
fbotto ftirre up and dpwne, fo^ the eafe and comfbit of 
the body: by which devife they thought the matter well 
made up, the people happily contented,and the Law ob« 
ferved. This was the refuge of the lews , .when after- 
wards the Chrifiians pvcfcd them % with jthe pot keep- 
ing of this Text, R. Achiba y Simeon , & HiUel magifiri ^ AluSum* 
nojlri tradidernntnobu) nt bid mille pedes dmbnUremiu* 
in Sabbat o, as Saint Hierome tels us. But this being 
fomewhatof the leaft, they after wards improved it to 
2000. Cubits, then to thre^ quarters of a myle,as before 
we noted : and thi$, witfi this iqlargemtnt; too , that in 
their Tpwnes and Cities they might walke as much and 
asfarreas they lifted, thqugh asbigge as Nineveh. This 
Rub. H^abovenap]ied^ive4 in the yearp 3928* which 
was fame fifte^ne ycares^aftejr Jonathans death: and 
therefore to be rcckpnedfof theletimes in the which we 
ate. The other two, for ought we kno w, were his Co*- 
tanri> and lived about the fame times alfo. So for the 
©the* Text, Thott Jbali not kindle fire on the Sabbath dajj, 
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tbis alio mad be literally underftood : and then compa- 
ring this with that in Exed$u t Ttakf that 'which ye wit 
bake t* day ; it needs muft follow that no meat muft be 
made ready on the Sabbath, We (lie wed before,that ge- 
nerally the people did afeto fafton the Sabbath day, till 
they came from Chureh % that fo they might be more at- 
tent unto the reading of the Law : this might lugged a 
plaufible pretence unto the Tharifets ef the latter times, 
to teach the people, that they fhould forbearefrom dref- 
fing meat, that fo their fervants alio might be preftnt, 
when the Law was read. Hence came the laying uled 
amongft them, guiparat inparafceve> vefceturin fab?- 
bato ; He that doth cooke it on the fw, may ***#upon 

ch f the Sabbath. There is a Text in Ieremy, exprefly againft 
7 v * l% bearing of burdens on the Sabbath day. This by the Chri- 
ftian Fathers is interpreted of the burden §f finne. Cufto- 
" ditanimam fuamquinonportat ponder a peccatorumin 
" diequietk* & fabbati ; That man doth fafely keep his 
<c foule which doth not carry the burden of his finnes 
< c in the day of reft, the eternall Sabbath 3 as S. Hier$me 
hath it on the place. See the lame Father alio on the 5 8. 
of Ifaiah ; and Bafi/ f on thefirftofthe lame Prophet* 
And certainly had Gods intent beene plaine and per- 
emptory, that whofoever did beare any burden §n the 
Sabbath day 3 Hiould never enter into the kingdome of 
Heaven 2 ©ur Saviour never had commanded the poore 
lame man, to take up his bed upon the Sabbath. But for 
the Tharifees, they have lo dallied with this Text, that 
they hare made both it, and themfelves, ridiculous. For 
finding it impoffible, that men fliould carry nothing at 
all about them ; to falve the matter , they devifed lome 

t&Uf^vL+t '* nice ab&rdities. A man might Weare no nailed (hoes 
" € * ontheJ^^/i^,becaufetbenaiIeswouldbeabur- 

ci then : ti iivai ant ©df ty/fao? , a ftiv cm 7&>V Jbb 

<* ®tM#- that which a man did carry 6n one flioUlder one- 
<f ly, was a burden to him j not what he carried upon 

both; 
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«. both, as Origin informcs »s of them, So where they 
found it in the Law , that thtu /bait do no. manner of 
work** they would have no worke done^at all, no though 
it were to lave ones life : neither to heale the wounded, 
or to cure the ficke, both which they did ob;e& againft 
Chrift our Saviour ; nor finally to take (word in hand, 
for the defence either of mens per(bns,or their Country. 
And though their rigour herein had beene over-ruled 
by Mattathias&nd that it was concluded lawful,to fight 
againft their enemies on the Sabbath day ;ytt they found 
out aw* y to elude this order teaching the people this, 
that they might fight that day againft their enemies , if 
they were aflaulted; but not moleft them in their prepa- 
rations, for affault and batterie. This is now made the 
meaning of the former law, and this coft them deare. As 
good no Law at all, as (o bad a Comment. 

(3 ) For when that Pomfey warred againft thcm,and 
beficged their Temple, he quickly found on what foot 
they halted ; and did accordingly make ufe of the occafi- 
u ons, which they gave unto him. Had not the Ordi- 
« c nance of the Conntrey, as fefephw tels it 3 commanded 
« us to keepethe«?*#4M, and do no labour on that 
« f day : the Romans never had beene able to have railed Antiq. lidM 
a their Bulwarks. How fo? A"? w $ *5 \ 4,^8. 

«« ieT. Becaufe the Law permits us to defend our (elves, 
«« in cafe at any time we are affailed , and urged to 
« fight ; but not to fet upon them or difturbe them, 
" when they have other worke in hand. Which when 



" or profered any skirraifli on the Sabbath dayes , but 
« built their Towers and Bulwarks, and planted Ea- 
« gines thereupon; and the next day put them in nfc 
« againft the fews. Itfeemestoo, that they were not 
wdl relolved on the former point, whether they might 
defend themfclves on the Sabbath ^though they were 



" the Romans found, faith he, they neither 




aflaulted. 
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affaulied/. For on< that day It WW; that Pfimpey rook tht 
Hi/U 55. Citv>«snd enflavedd^pfc6|)le. So Dfo tds us touching 
(the ufethc Iff mam made* *>£ that advantage : addes for 
the dole of all, ^ 57w*s*.\*«i -*t tSk^>¥ w^pa ^xw^V 
« dpjvhvkJft; Thatatthelaftthey were ftirpriied upon 
" : the SaiurdajHy Xiot d^ing any thing in their 6 wne de* 
fence. * Strabo' therein concurred with <Dio ; in making 
" ' Surnrri^fj the day ;but takes itforalolemnefaft, ^ ^ 

y«raW»VpA, wherein it is not lawful! to do any worfce. 
-Andfo it was a faft indeed , but fuch a jFW/? as fell that 
time upon the Sabbath, fofephnt tek us onely that the 
Templevttt takenin the third mbneth,on a fafting day: 
Exm.i 6. 1 c8« which Cafamton conceives to be the (eventh, and Scali- 
£<rthe feventeentb of the moneth called Tamuz. - but 
Em.* mp. edit. bQ ^ agree upQn ^ ^ - t was the $ a bbath. As for their 

' fafting on that day, it was permitted in this cafe, and in 

this cafe onely, when as their City was befieged ; as be- 
fore we fliewed. Yet could not this unfortunate rigour 
be any warning to thte ?ews y bi}t needs they muft offend 
agaifle in the felfe-fame kinde. For /uft upon the fame 
;dayr:feveo and twenty yearesV ! the City was againe 
brought under bf.Sojiuszni Herod, who had then be- 
fieged it : in the fame moneth, and on the lame day , as 

X..14.C.24./.40 fofephtu tels it 5 lit tS' re '&pMK..yttep& uvo^vpkv*) and on 
the day called Saturday 9 zs Dion hath ic. So fa tall was ic 
to th& f ews, mperiflfc in the folly of their fuperftitions. 
<Thfcfirft ofi thefe two anions, is placed in Anno xqot\ 
> ..therefore the laft , beingqufl: 27 yeares after, muft be 
?4ox8 jbf the /Worlds Creation , Augufttu Gafer being 
r theri:in the T rjmmdratK >. \ ; 

1 c(4> By meanes of thefe tOvo victories* the lews being 
tributary to the i?^^»/,began to finde admittance intoi 
their Dominions ; in many places of the which they be- 
gan to plant, andiilled at laft whole Townlliips with 
their numerous; Families. Scarce any City of good note 
in Syria; arid the kffer esvfia, wherein the levps were 
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notconfiderablefor their numbers • and in the which, 
they had not Synagogues tor their devotions, So that the 
manner of their lives,and formes of their Religion,being 
onceobferved : the Romane people, many of them, be- 
came aflfeitcd to the rites of the fewifb worftiip, and a- 
mongft other Ceremonies, to the Sabbath alio. It was 
the cuftotneof the Romans to incorporate all Religions 
into their own; and worftiip thofe Gods whom before 
they conquered : Et quos pop clademtriumphdtes celere 
cosferunty in Minutiw words. Therefore the marvell is 
the leffe, that they were fond of fomething in the lews 
Religion; though of all others they moll hated that, as 
moft repugnant to their owne Yet many of them,out of 
wantonnefle,and a love to novelties, began to ftand up- 
on the Sabbath; lome would be alio circumcifed; & ab- 
ftaine from fwines flefh ; others ufe Candlefticks and 
Tapers, as they (aw the lews. The Satyrifi thus fcoffes ' W * U<M < 
them for it. 

^uidam fortiti metuentem Sabbata patrem, 
Xil prater nubes & cccli nnmen adorant^ 
Nec diffare put ant humana came fuiBam 9 
Qua pater abfiinuit : mox & pr&putia ponunt. 

Some following him,the Sabbaths who devifed, 
Onely the Clouds and Skie, for Gods adore; 
Hating Swines flefh, as they did mans before, 
Caufe heforbare it ; and are circumcifed. 

Remember Perfius taunteth them with their Sabbata 
recutita, as before we noted. Now as the Poet did up- 
braid them with Circumcijion y and forbearing Swines 
flefh:(o Seneca derides them for the Sabbaths y and their Eplfoi ; 
burning Tapers enthelamcas a thing unneceflary ; nei- 
ther the Gods being deftiture of light, nor mortall men 
in love withfoiofce. Auendere aliquant faccrntm Sab- 
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batu pracipiamu*, quoniam nec famine dii egent> & ne ho* 
mines quidem deleft ant ur fuligine. Nay, fomcof them 
bewaile the fame, and wifh tneir Empire never had ex- 
tended fo ferre as Jewries that fothe Romans might not 
havebeeneacquainted,withthe(efuperii:kions of their 
Sabbaths. For thus, Rutilin* Claudim ,having before up- 
braided them for their Cireumcifon, and other ceremo- 
nies; doth thus deride them for their Sabbaths. 

Radix ftultiti*, cui ftigidaSabbata cordis 

Sedcorfrtgidsw retigione fua. 
Septima quaquedies turpi damnata veterno, 

T mquam lajfsti moliid imago Dei. 
£&era mendaeu dcltr amenta Cos aft* , 

Nee puerosomnes credere pojfereor. 
Atqi utinam nunquam Iudaa fubaBafniffet 

Pompeii bellkjimperioque TitL 
Latins excifagenw contagia ferpunt, 

Viftorefqnefnos natio vitla premiu 

Vaine men,by whom their fluggiili Sabbaths are 
So priz'd, yet have an heart more fluggiih farre.- 
Who each feventh day to their old floth devote; 
Of their tir'd God, a true, but lazie note. 
Other the dotages of that lying Sed, 
Me thinks no childe fhould credit, or refpeft. 
O would Iudaa never had beene wonne 
By Pompeys armies, or Vefpafians fonne ! 
Their fuperftition fpreads it felfe fo farre, 
That they give Laws vntothe Conquercr. 

Nor were the S*£&tt£j entertainVlonely in Rome it 
{elfe. Some, in almoft all places of their Empire, were 
that way enclined ; as Senecamoft. rightly noted,£*/^C 
que fcelerattflimagcntu confuctudo invaluit,utper omnts 
jam terras r&epta Jit, & viSti vitltribus leges dederunt 

So 
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u So farre,(aith he, the cuftomeof that wretched people 

" hath prevailed amongft us, that it is now received 

<f overall the world § and the conquered feeme to pre- 

<c fcribe laws unto the vidors. Saint Augufiine Co re- Cap.u, 

ports him in his fixth Book De fivitate.And this is that, 

which Pbilo meanes when as he cals the Sabfath IoptU^ 7>e mundl vfifc 

7wJm(*qv 9 the generall Feftivall of all people: when he 

lets up this challenge againft all the World, rcV $i*«W DevittMof. 

$U&9iCJtwv****™w**vi &c. What man is there in 

u all the World, who doth not reverence this our holy 

« Sabbath, which bringeth reft and eafe to all forts of 

<c Men, Mafters, and (ervants, bond and free, yea, to the 

u very bruit beafts alfo? Not that they knew the Sab- 

tath by the light of nature, or had obferved the fame in 

all ages paftjbut that they had admitted it in Philos time, 

as a Iewijh ceremony. For let Itjephusbe the Comment 

upon *Phitfs Text, and he will thus unfold his meaning. 

* c The Laws, £aith he,eftablilbed amongft us,have beene 

€c imitated of all other Nations : « v& $ i&i$e<rtv * . 

« ^n*^ y^y>nv wytAyj* ? v\w-ti&/4 cvrtGHOi* Yea,and 

<c the common people did long tince imitate oar piety. 

cl Neither is there any Nation Greekeox Barbarous, to 

u which ourulcofrcjWagon the feventb day, hath not 

c * fpread it felfe : who alio keep not Fafting dayes, and 

" Lamps with / ; and many of thofe Ordinances 

< c about meats and drinks, which are en/oyn'd us by the 

Law. So farre lofepkus. By which it is moft cleare and 

manifeft, that if the Gentiles, in thefe times, took up the 

fafliionof keeping every leventh day (acred; it was in 

imitation onely, and not as taught by the law, or Jight of 

nature. For were it other wife,their keeping/*/?*jjg daies 9 

and lamps with lights , and other things before remem- 

bred, muft have beene planted in them, by nature alfo. 

(5) Thefe Romans, and what other Nations they 
were foever, which did thus ludaize about the Sabbath; 
were many of them Profelytes, of the Jews : fach as had 
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bccne admitted into that Religion : for it appeares, that 
nUnuciUu tbey did al(o wor fl 1 i p t h c God of Heaven,and were f#r- 

c " 1 r awn/^andabftained from flefh. Other wife we 

may well beleeve,that of their own accord they had not 
bound themfelvesfo generally to obferve the Sabbath, 
being no parts nor members of the lewifb ftate : confi- 
deringthat iuchftrangers as lived amongft them,not be- 
ing circumcifed nor within the Covenant, were not ob- 
liged fo to do. Toft at us t els us of two forts of grangers 
U Exod. io. amon gft t he lews. The firft, Qui adveniebat de Genttli- 
™* 1 4% tate, & convertebatur ad Iudatfmum, &e. Who being 

originally of the gentiles, had beene converted to the re- 
ligion of the lews, and vjzxz circumcifed, and lived'a- 
mongft them : and fuch were bound faith he, to obferve 
the Sabbath, xfr omnes obfervantias legis, and all other 
rites of the Law oiMofes. This is evident by that in the 
12. of Exod. where it is faid, that every manservant 
bought with money , when he was circumcifed Jhould eat 
the Pajfeover : but that the forreiner and hired fervant 
(conceive it not b eing circumcifed) might not eat there- 
of. The other fort of ftr angers, were fuch as lived amongft 
them onely for a certaine time,to trade and traflfique: or 
upon any other bufintfle,of what fort foever. And they, 
« faith he, were not obliged by the Commandment tb 
«* keepe the Sabbath, Quia non four ant cogi ad aliquant 
" obfervantiam legalem, vifi vellent aceipere circumcifio- 
<c nem: Becaufe they could not be conftrained to any le- 
cc gall ordinance, except they would bt circumcifed, 
« which was the doore unto the reft.Finally,he refolves 
it thus, that by the ftr anger within their gates, which by 
the Law were bound to obferve the Sabbath;wtre only 
meant fuch ftr angers, De Gentilitate ad fudaifmumcon- 
verfi, which had renounced their Gentikfme , and em- 
braced the Religion of the lews. And he refolved it fo, 
no doubt, according to the pra&icfcofthe /w/,amongft 
whomhelivedjandtothedocflrineof the Rabbins, a- 
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mongft whofe writings be was very convcrfant. Lyra, 
himfelfa^w,and therefore one who knew their cu« 
ftomes as well as any, doth affirme as much j and tds us . 
that the fir anger, in the Law intended , (jentilis eficon- 
verfw ad ritum ^uddorum, is fuch a firangerz% had been 
converted to the lewijb Church. And this may yet ap- 
peared part, by the prefent practice of that people, who 
" though themfelves milke not their kine, on the Sab- 
<« bath day y Permijfnm eft iu at die Sabbatino dicant Buxdorf 
" Chrifiianoy&c^tx. they may give a Chrifiian leave to W f * II# 
<c performe that office ;and then to buy the milk of him 
" for a toy, or trifle. Adde here what formerly we noted 
of their fervants. Of whom we told you out of Rabbi 
Maimonyfk&t if they were not circumcifed>or baptised, * 3, KZ ' 
they were as fojourning fir anger s\ and might do work^for 
themfelves openly on the Sabbath, as any of the Israelites 
might on a working day. By which it feemes, that ftran^ 
£<vj 3 yea,and fervants too, in cafe they were not circum- 
€$fed y or otherwise initiated into their Churches, were 
not obliged to keepe the S abbath. And here it is to be 
oblerved out of Rabbi Maimony y that fervants not being 
circumcifed , might lawfully worke ©n the Sabbath for 
themfelues, though not for their Mailers : which plainly 
fhews , that the Commandment of keeping holy the fe- 
<venth day> in the opinion of the Rabbins ,was given unto 
the Mafters principally ; and net unto the fervants, but 
by way of Acceffary. So then, it feemes, that by the jews 
themfelves, the Keeping of the Sabbath , was not taken 
for a moraSLaw; or fuppofed to concerne any but them* 
felves, and thofe of their religion onely. For had they 
took it for a part of the Law of Nature, as univerfally to 
be obferved as any other $ they had not fuffercd it to be 
broke amongft them,before their faces, and that with- 
out controll or cenlure: no more, then they would have 
permitted a fojourning firanger y to bUfyheme thtir God, 
or publkkly to fa up Idolatry , or without punifbmenc 
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to ft eale their goods,or dcjhoy their perfons. The rather 
fince their Sabbath had prevailed fo f arre, as to be taken 
up with other parts of their religion, in many principall 
Cities of the Roman Empire : or otherwife , by way of 
imitation^ much in ufe among the Gentiles, And this I 
have the rather neted,in this place and time,becaufe that 
in thefe times,the Countrey of the lews was moft refor- 
ted to by all forts of fir anger s\ and they the,mfelves in 
favour with the Emperours. 

(5) Indeed thefe cuftomes of the ?ews,did flic about 
the Roman Empire, with a fwifter wing,byreaf©n of that 
countenance which great Augufit** Cafar did fliew both 
to the men, and unto their Sabbath. Firft, for the men, 
rbib: hg Ai ^ e jjj not one iy f u ff er them, to enjoy the liberty of con- 
. fcience,in their o wne Countrey; and there to have their 
Synagogues and publick places of aflembly, as before they 
had: but he permitted them to inhabit a great part of 
Rome y md there to live according to their countrey laws. 

- u uduczL c* vaU Uesfis iCJVtuuc, and yet, faith he, he knew 
<c that they had their Vrofeuchas, or Oratories • that they 
" afleinbled in the fame,etpecially on the holy Sabbaths; 
fiC and finally, that there they were inftru&ed in their 
owne Religion. Then for the Sabbath^ the Jews had 
anciently beene accitftomed , not to appeare in judge- 
ment either upon the Sabbath day y or the Eve before. 
%f . . Augufius doth confirme this priviledge* beftows upon 
fr^Me,hii' their synagogues, the prerogative of San&uary, enables 
them to live according to the Laws of their own Coun- 
trey; and finally threatneth fevere punifliment on thofe, 
which (hould prefume to do any thing agaiift his Edi<St. 
The tenour of which Edift is as folio weth. Cafar An- 
guftfts Pont. Max. Trib.Plek itacenfet. guoniam fad** 
or um gens femper fida & grata fuit populo Rom. &c # pla- 
cet mihi de communi Senatus fententia> eos propria mi 
legibus & ritibm , quibus Htebantur tempore Hyrcani 

fontim 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



Part. I, the Sabbath. Chap.8, 177 

ptntificWDti maxinn,& eorumfanis }h$ Afjli matter* $ 
&c % ntqti$ c&gt ad praflanda vadtmonia Sabbatk % ampr%- 
die Sabbatornm, pofi horam nonam in Parafceve , & c, 
Quod ft quis contra decretum aufm fuerit , gravi poena 
multtabitur. In Englifti thus. <c Foralmuchas theNa- 
c< tion of the lews hath beene alwayes faithfull to the 
ft Romans, Sec. I have ordained with the confent of the 
cc Senate, that they fhall live according to their owne 
? c rites and laws, which they obferved in the time of 
« Hyrcanus Prieft of the moft high God : and that their 
Cf Temple (hall retaine the right of a San&uary, &c # 
f< And that they flball not be compelled to appeare be- 
cc fore any Iudge on their Sabbath daycs> or on the day 
cc before in the afternoone ; if any fhall prefume to do 
f e contrary to our Decree, he fhall be pumftied with a 
grievous puniftiment. This Edidt was fet forth Anno 
4045 . and after, many of chat kinde, were publiftied in 
leverall Provinces, by Mark Agrippa y Provoft Generall 
under Cafar: as alio by Nor banns Flaccns, and Mint PMl<i*t*** 
Gsfntonins 9 ?rocon{u\$ at that time ; whereof fee Iofe» lmm% 
phns. Nay, when the lews were growne fo ftrift, that it 
was thought unla wfull either to give,or take an almes on 
the Sabbath day; Augufius^Qx his part, was willing not 
to break them of it; yet fo to order and difpofe his boun- 
ties,that they might be no loofers by fo fond a ftri&ncs. 
For whereas he did ufe to diftribute, monethly,a certain 
donative^ either in money, or in corne : thisdiftribution 
(bmetimes happened on the Sabbath doyes, 073 *75 
« Cdmv^n cftAW, as Phtlo hatfa it, whereon the lens 
cc might neither give nor take, neither indeed do any 
ct thing that did tend to fuftenance. Therefore,faith he, 
it was provided , that their proportion fhould be given 
them «V t&; vre&idM, on the next day after, that fo they 
might be made partakers of the publicke benefit. Not 
give nor take an Almes on the Sabbtth day! Their fuper* 
ftition f ure was now very vehemeat,feeing it would not 
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f uffer men to do the works of mercy, on the day of mer- 
cie. And therefore it was more then time,they fhould be 
fait to fchoole againe, to leapie this leflon ; ImS have 
mercy and not facrtfice. 

(6) And fo indeed they were, (entunte Schoole to 
him, who in himfelf was both the teacher and the truth. 
For at this time our Saviour came into the world. And 
had there beene no other bufinefle for himtodo: this 
onely might h ve feemed to require his prefencejf/*. to 
re&ifie thole dangerous errours, which had beene fpread 
abroad,in thefe latter times,about the Sabbath. The fer- 
vice of the Sabbath, in the congregation , he found full 
enough. The cuftome was,to reade a Se&ion of the law, 
out of the Pentateuch or five Books of Alofes; and after, 
to illuftrate,orconfirme the lame, out of fome parallell 
place amongft the Prophets. That ended , if occafioa 
\vet*e, and that the Rulers of the Synagogue did conftnt 
unto it ; there was a word of exhortation made unto the 
people,conducing to obedience, and the works of piety; 
Sofarreit isapparant by that paflage in the AEts of the 
^/wy?/^ touching S. and Barnabas : that being at 
Antioch in Tifidia^on the Sabbath day, after the reading 
of the Law ani Prophets ,the Rulers of the Synagogue fent 
unto them> faying JTe men and brethrenjfye have any word 
of exhortation to fyeake unto the people, dicite, fay an* As 
for the Law (I note this onely by the way)they had divi- 
dedicinto 54.Seftions,whichthey read overin the two 
.and fifty «y4^^/:joyningtwoofthefliorteft, twice* 
together, that (o it might be all read over within the 
yeare ; beginning on the Sabbath, which next followed 
the feaft ofcTabemacles, ending on that which came be- 
fore it. So farreour Saviour found no fault, but rather 
countenanced & confirmed the cuftome, by his gratious 
preface, and example. But in thefe rigid vanities, and 
ablurd traditions,by which the Scribe /and Pharifccs had 
abufed the Sabbath, and made it of an eafe to become a 
"*~" drudgery: 
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drudgerierin thofche thought itrequifite to deteft their 
follies,and;eafe the people of that bondage; which they, 
in their proud humours, had impofed upon them. The 
Pharifees had taught, that it wasunlawfullon the Sab- 
bath ^,either to heale the impotent,or relieve the Gck, 
or feed the huiagrie : but he confutes them in them all, 
both by his ABs, and by his diffutations. Whatever he 
maintained by argument, he made good by pra&ife. Did 
they accufe his followers, of gathering corne upon the 
Sabbath , being then an hungred ? he lets them know 
what D avid didyin the fame extremitie. Their eating,or 
their gathering on the Sabbath day , take you which you 
will, was not more blameable, nay not fo blameable by 
the law jas David's eating of the Jhevebread: which plain- 
ly was not to be eate by any, but the Prieft alone. The 
cures he did upon the Sabbath, what were they more, 
then what themftlves did daily do, in laying falves unto 
thofe Infants, whom on the Sabbath fay they had cir- 
cumcifed? His bidding of the impotent man f take up 
his bed& get him gone, which feemed fo odious in theifr 
cyes rwas it fo greac a toyle, as to walke round the walls 
of f eric ho , and beare the Arke upon their fhoulders? or 
any greater burden to their idle backs, then to lift up the 
w<?,and fet him free out of that dangerous ditch jinto the 
which the hafty beaft might fal afwel upon the Sabbath, 
as the other daies PShould men take care of exen>and not 
God of man? Not fo. The Sabbath was not made for a 
lazie idoll, which all the Nations of the world (hould fall 
down,and worfhip : but for the cafe and comfort of the 
labouring man, that he might have fome time torefrefli 
his Cpirits, Sabbat umpropter hominefatlnm eft, the Sab- 
bath, faith our Saviour, made for man ; man was not 
made to ferve the Sabbath. Nor had God fo irrevocable 
lpoke the word, touching the fanElifying of the Sabbath^ 
that he had left himfelfe no power to repeale that Law; 
in cafe he (aw thepurpofe of the Law perverted: the 
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Sonne of man, even he that was the Sonne both of God 
and Man,being ZordAlo of the Sabbath.Nzy it is rightly 
marked by fomcthat Chrift our Saviourdid more works 
of charity on the Sabbath day ,then on al other daies elfe. 
In Mandate Zanchins obferves it out of Iremm y Safins multo Chri- 
ft urn in die Sabbati pr&ftitiffe opera charitatU^quam inaliu 
diebm ; and his note is good. Not that there was fome 
urgent and extreme neceffitie 5 either the Cures to be 
performed that day,or the man to perifli. For if we look 
into the ftory of our Saviours a&ions, we finde no (uch 
matter. It's true, that the Centurions fonne, and Peters 
mother in law,were even fick to death: and there might 
be (omereafonin it, why he fhould hafte unto their 
Cures,on the Sabbath day.But on the other fide,the man 
that had the withered hm&,Matth. 1 3 . and the woman 
with her flux of bloud 1 8. yeares together, Z*£. 1 3 . he 
that was troubled with the dropfie,Z»4. 14. and the 
poore wretch which was affli&ed with the palfie,/*^. 5 . 
in none of thefe was found any fuch neceffity, but thac 
the cure might have beene refpited to another day. What 
then? Shall it be thought our Saviour came to deftroj the 
Lawf No, God forbid. Himfelfe hath told us, that he 
came to fulfill it rather. He came to let them underftand 
the right meaning of it ; that for the refidue of time 
wherein it was to be in force, they might no longer be 
milled by the Scribes and Phmfees > and fuch blinde 
guides as did abufe them.Thus have I briefly fii aimed to- 
gether, what I finde fcattered in the writings of the an- 
cient Fathers: which who defires to finde at large, may 
lookinto IrentHsJi. q.ca. ig.&io. Origen 9 in Num. 
horn. 2 3 . TertnlL li.4. contr. Marcion. Athanaf. hem. de 
Semente y p.io6i.&ioji % edit.gr. lat. VtUor osfntioch. 
cap.'}. inMarcnm. Chryfofi.hom.^.inMatth.ii.Epi. 
phanM. 1 Mref.30. n. 3 2 . Hierotn. in Matth. 1 2. Am- 
brofSn cap. 3 ; Lul^ ti. 3 . Auguftin. cont. Fauftum, li. 1 6. 
fa. U. 1 g. ca. p. to defcend no lower. With one 
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of which laftTathers Iayings,we conclude this lift, Non 
irgo^DormnHsrefcinAit Scripturam, Vet. Teft.fedcogitin- f f ' • 
t€ trfligi. Our Saviours purpofe, faith the Father, was not ^ ' } 
u to take away the Law, but to expound it. 

( 7) Not then to take away the Law ; it wai to laft a 
little longer. He had not yet pronounced, Confummatum 
eft, that the Law was abrogated. Nor might it (eeme fo 
proper for him, to take away one Sabbath from us,which 
was reft from labour ; untill hee had provided us of ano- 
ther, which was re ft from finnc. And to provide us fuch 
a Sabbath was tocoft him dearer, then words and argu- 
ments. He healed us by his Word before. Nowhemuft 
healcusby his ftripes, or elfe no entrance into his reft, 
thceternaU Sabbath. Befides the Temple flood as yet, 
and whileft that ftood,or was in hope to be rebuilt,there 
war-no end to be expe&ed of the legall Ceremonies.The 
Sabbath, zndthcTemple did both end together ; and 
which is more remarkable, on a Sabbath day. The Jewes 
were ftill ficke of their old difeafe , and would not ftirre 
a foot on the Sabbath day, beyond their compafle : no , 
though it were to fa ve their Temple , and in that their 
Sabbath ,ov whatsoever elfe was moftdeare unto them. 
Nay, they were more luperftitious now, then they were 
before. For whereas in the former times , it had beene 
thought unla wfull, to take armes and make warre on the 
Sabbath day;unle(Te they wereiaffaulted and their lives in 
danger :now,^ £/pww ovvrifem ^9$^/^, it was pro- *°f*pk.dthtU6 
nownced unlawfull even to treat of peace. A fine contra- //#4C ** 4 * 
didtion. tsfgrippa laid this home unto them , when firft 
they entertain'd a rebellioas purpofe againft the Romans, 
i*$r1u ™ ™v iCJbpdJbiv e^ 5 &c.if youiobferve thecuftome . . „ 
* of the Sabbaths, and in them do nothing, it will be no MWht '« l * 
u hard matter to bring you under : for fo your Anceftors 
" found in their warres with <Pompey , who ever de- 
a ferred his works untill that day , wherein his enemies 
were idle and made no refiftance. n*&6<UmluJi cr tu 
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whlpa tSp TPZTaov v'o&o?) &c. IP* on the other fide , yoa 
<c take armes that day,then you tranfgrefle your Country 
cC Z*w.f,your felves ;and fo I fee no caufe why you fhould 
rebell. Where note, Agrippa calls the Sabbath^ cufiomf, 
and their C omtre y L aw \ which makes it evideat that 
, they thought it noc any Law of Nature. Now what A- 
grippa faid, did in fine fall out : the Citie being taken on 
the Sabbath day, as ?of. Scaliger computes it ; or the Pa- 
rafc eve of fat Sabbath , as Rab. Iofes hath determined. 
Moft likely that it was on the Sabbath day , it felfe. For 
fpeaking of this warre, and of this .taking of the 
Iftjs Citie, concludes it thus. 70 h&joKviu* wrf 

" HUrufalem, faith he,was taken on the S**/*ri*/,which 
ci the mod re verence til this day.Thus f eM the 2>8f- 
of the /pits, and with it all the Ceremonies of the Law 
VenfaifUhc.c of UHofes. Since when, according as Eufebins telsus, 
« -.imoif 'E focuav « Mptizv, &c. It is not lawfull for that 
" people, either to facrifice according to the Law, or tor 
<f build a Temple, or eredl an Altar , to confecrate their 
" PrieftSjOF anoint their Kings,*7* xj 1 Mama wtor/ip"* 
« Kti j9-p7BV 6j67t^«Vi or finally, to hold their (blemne aC- 
u femblies, or any of their Feftivals, ordained by M*fes m 
(8) For that the Sabbat h was to end with other leg*M 
Ceremonies, is by this apparant> firft, that ic was an imu~ 
tute of Mofes i and lecondly, an inftitute peculiar to the 
fewifb Nation; both which we have already proved : and, 
therefore was to end with the Law oi Mofes , and the 
ftate of Iewrie. Fathers there be good ftore, which affirim 
as much:fome of the which fhattbe produced to expreffe 
themfelves, that we may fee what they conceived of the 
abrogation of tht Sabbath. And firft for ?Hslin Martyr, 
it is hischiefefcope andpurpofe in his conference with 
ViaLcuxkfyj. Trypho 9 tQ make it manifeft and unqueftionable ; that *b 
tbw* there wasfionle of Circumcifion,before Abrahams time,- 

nor ot the §abbath\xN$\Mofts 9 ih x vvv i^cdm m fo 

nci- 
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Par t. t. the Sabbath. Chap.8. 183 

neither is there any u(e of them , at this prefent time : that 
as it took beginning then, fo it was now to have an end. 
TertuUianin his argument againft the Mareiomtes y &tavt\ Adv. iim\%; 
out thif conclufion. Adtemfm &pr<tfentu caufa neceffi* 
tat em convaluife, non ad perpetni tern for is obfervationem; 
" That God ordained the Sabbath,upon fpeciall reafotts,' 
u and as the times did then require ; not that it fhonld Hm d , 
<€ continue alwayes. Saint Athanafita thus difcotirfeth : * v ' 
" When God, laith he, had finifhed the fir ft Creation, 
€t he did betake himfelfe to reft, $ A* <&™ w rJLQfan? oj 
€e t» iuifrri eQctiuy , &c. and therefore tbofe of ttuc 
c< creation, did celebrate their Sabbath oft theferenth 
<c day. But the accomplifhment of the new creature 
« hath no end at all , aad therefore God ftill worked*, 
€€ as the Gofpel teacheth. Hence is it, that we keepe n& 
a Sabbath^ is the ancient$did,expe£fc ing m eternal! Sab- 
€€ bath, which ftiall have no end.That of S. Ambt$fe y Sj- 
nagoga diem obfervat , Ecclefia immortalitatem , comes 
moftnearetothis. But hee that fpeaks moft fully to this Epift-iUj. 
point, is thegreat S. Auftin • and what he laith,, fliatlbe 
delivered under three fe vera! heads. Firft,that the Sabbath 
is quite ahvogztedyTempore gratia revelat<t>obfervati6 Ufa 
Sabbati , qna unius diet vacatione figurabatur , abtata 
efiab obfervatione fidelium : The keeping of the Sabbath, 
h taken utterly away , in this time of Grace. *De Gen % 
ad lit* £4. c. 1 3 . See the like , ad Bonifac. I. 3 . Tom.j m 
contra Fanft. Man J \6. c.4. Qu. ex N.Teft.69. Second- 
ly , that the Sabbath was not kept in the Church of 
Chrift'In iUis decempraceptu> except a Sabbati obfervat io- 
ne^iicatur mihi quid non fit obfervandttm aChrtftiano,de jpi 
« &lit.c.\^. Whatis there (faith the "Father) in all the 
« Deca/ogMfixccpt the keeping of the Sabbath, which is 
« not punctually to be obierved of every Chriftian /More 
of the like occurres de Geneficontr. Munich* L 1 .A 2 i.cont. 
AMmant.ca.2, J^JnExodJ.i.qtt.iji. And Thirdly, 
that it is not law f nil for a ChriHian to obferve the Sab- 

hath. 
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i§4 Chap. 8. TheHiftoryof Part.i; 
bath.Vor fpeaking ©f the Law, how it waa a Padagogue , 
De Viil tnden\ to bring us unto the knowledge of Chrifl; he addes, that 
m c.j. « in thofe Inftitutes and Ordinances,^^/* Chriftianis 

utifasnoneft, quale eft Sabbatum, circumcifio, /aerifies*, 
u &c. which are not la wfull to be ufed by any Chr$ftian 3 
u liich as are the Sabbath, circumcifion,facrifices,and fuch 
u other things; many great myfteries were contained. 
And in another place, Quiftfui* diem ilium obfervat, Jicut 
Ve Sf.& l\u. lit era fonat , carnaliter fapit. Sapere autem fecundum car- 
14. <c nem mors eft. He that doth literally keep the Sabbath, 

" favours of the flefhjbut to (avour of the flefti is death. 
Therefore no Sabbath to be kept by the fonnes of life. 

(p) No Sabbath to be kept at all? Wee affirme not €oi 
We know there is a (pirituaS Sabbath, a Sabbath figured 
out unto us in the fourth Commandement , which every 
Chriftian man muft keepe, who doth defire to enter inttf 
the reft of God. This is that Sabbath which the Prophet 
Ifaiah hath commended to us. Slewed is the man that kee- 
peth the Sabbath from polluting it. Quid autem fab bat um 
eft quodpracipitobfervandum^&c. What Sabbath isir, 
<c faith S. Hierome , which is here commanded ? Thefol- 
u lowing words, faith hee, will informe us that, keeping 
€( our hands from doing eviR. This is the Sabbath here 
<c commanded, Si bona faciens quiefcat a mails , if doing 
** what is good we do reft from fin.Nor was this his con- 
ceit alonejthe later Writers (o expound it.The Prophet in 
this place, faith Ryvet , thus prophecies of the Church of 
in Vudog* Chrift , "Bleffedis the man that keepeth the Sabbath/r*iw 
polluting it, and keepeth his hands from doing any eviH. Vbi 
cuflodire Sabbatum in Ecclefia Chrifliana, eff cuftodire 
<c manwfuas a malo. And in thefe words, faith hee, to 
keep a Sabbath in the Chriftian Churchy isonely to pre- 
ferve our hands from doing evill. The like Jpirituall Sab- 
bath doth the man of God prefcribe unto us in the 5 8 
Verft 13,14. Chap.of his book.Ifthou turn away thy foot from the Sab- 
bath, from doing thy pleafure on my holy day,&c, not doing 

thine 
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Paht.t. the Sabbath. Chap. 8. l8y 

thine oyvnyvay, ner finding thine own pleafnre, nor freaking 
thine owne words : then Jba/t thou delight thy felfe in the 
Lord, and/ wiH cattfe thee to ride upon the high places of 
the earth , &c. What iaith S. Hierome unto this ? It mufl; 
be underftood, faith he > jpiritHally. Alioquin fi Uc tantum /« lotm* 
frohibentur in Sabbato , ergo in alii* /ex diebrn tribuitur 
€t nobis libertas delinquendi.Yox otherwife,if thof e things 
u above remembred, are prohibited onely on the Sab* 
<* baths ; then were it lawfull for us on the other dayes, 
u to follow our own finfull courfes, fpeake our own idle 
cc words , and purfue our owne voluptuous pleafures ; 
<c which were mod fooliflij to imagine. And fo faith 
My vet too for the moderne Writers, Perpetuam ab luBecatog. 
omnibus of eribm noftrtsvitiofiscefationem,tkcJThzt ever- 
" lading reft from all finfiil works, which is begun in this 
u lifejiere; and finifhed in the life to come ; is fignified 
" and jreprefentedby thofe words ©f Ifaiab, ca^ 8. They 
therefore much miftake thefe Texts , and the meaning of 
them, who grounding thereupon , forbid all manner of 
recreations and lawfull pleafures , on their f uppofed Sab- 
bath day • as being utterly prohibited by Gods holy Pro- 
phet.* The lews did thus abufethis Scripture,in the time* Mdymon. ap. 
before : andmadeitanunlawfull matter,forany man to AisfiinEx.to. 
walke into the fields , or to fee his Gardens on the Sab- 
bath day ; either to marke what things they wanted , or 
how well they profpered : becaufe this was to- doe his' 
own pleafure 3 andfo forbidden by the Prophet. But thofe' 
that underftand the jpiritnall Sabbath , apply them to a 
better purpofe; as was {hewed before. And for the Chri- 
flian QxjpiritnaU Sab bath whit it fcand in what things ic 
doth confift , befides what hatb been laid already , wee 
fhalladdefomething more from the ancient Fathers. If 
any man, faith Infiin Martyr, which hath been formerly . ... 
a perjured perf on, a deceiver of his Neighbours , an in- p ^n ^ 
continent liver, repents him -of his fins * and amends his 
life i w ouujSiUdvxM ™ rem?* xV aKnSiva w£&afo <S 'fa? ; . 

That 
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C h a p. 8. TheMpory of Part.i. 

That man doth keepe a true and holy Sabbath to the 
Lord his God. See to this purpofealfo, Clemens of A* 
lexandria, Strom 1 .4. So Origen, Omnis quivivitim Chri~ 
fto femper in Sabbatis vivit ; That man, whofe life is hid 
" with Chrift in God, keeps a daily Sabbath. See to that 
purpofe, Hom.23.in Numbers. Macaritu telsus alfo,that 
the Sabbath given from God by Mofes> was a Type one- 
ly and a fliado w of that reatt Sabbath <ni Acfbfuvts t» 4vyj 
ami wet* ? given by the Lord unto the (bule.More fel- 
ly Chryfoftome 77 reCCaTir *giict TtA J}d mans upri^im* 
" &c. W hat nfe, faith he, is there of a sabbath , tohim 
" whole confeience is a continual! Feaft , to him whofe 
<c converfation is in Heaven ? For now we feaft it every 
<c day, doing no manner of wickedneflfe, but keeping a 
c< fpirituaUreft , holding our hands from covetsufiiefle, 
<c our bodies from uncleannefle. What need wee more ? 
<\ The Law of righteoufneflecotifeiinsi ten Cdpiftiande- 
<c ments. The firft,to know one God ; thefecond to ab- 
ftaine from Idols; the third not to prophane Gods Name; 
The fourth, Sabbatum celebrare fpirituale> to keepe the 
true ^irituall Sabbath, &c. Sohee that made the ' Opm 
imperfettum, on Saint Mattherees Gofpel. Saint Attgu- 
ftine finally makes the fourth Commandement,fo farre as 
it concerns us Chrifiians, to be no more then requies cor- 
du>& tranquillitas mentis, quamfacit bonaconfcientia,the 
<c quiet of the heart, and the peace of minde occafioned 
< c by a gopd conlcience. Of any other Sabbath to be 
looked for now, the Fathers utterly are filent:and there- 
fore we may well refolve, there is no fuch thing. 

(10) Yetnotwithftandingthis, the lews ftiH dote 
upon their Sabbath ; aud that more fottiflily , and with 
more luptrftition far, then they ever did. A view where- 
of I fliallprefeRt you, audio conclude the firft part of this 
pref ent argument. And firft for the Parafceves, or their 
Eves, Buxdorfius thus informes us of their vaine behavi- 
;jtf2.r«Ac>P« our fDie Veneris Jingnli ungues de digitis abfeindunt, &c % 

On 
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Par t.t. the Sabbath. Cha *.8. 187 

u On Friday in the afternoon, they pare their nailes, and 
€ * whet their knives s and lay their holyday-clothes m 
u readmeffe,for the reception of Queen Sabbath , forfo 
<c they call it:and after lay the clotiv & fet on their meat, 
<c that nothing be to be done upon the morrow. About 
ss the evening goes the Sexton from door to door , com- 
mandingallthe people to abftaine from work, and to 
cc make ready for xheSabbath. That done they take no 
« { work in hand.Onely the women,when the Sun is neer 
** its fetting,light up their Sabbath Jamps in their dining 
et roomes; and ftretchingout their hands towards them, 
« c give them their bleffing and depart.The morrow they 
<c begin their Sabbath , very early .• and for an entrance 
" thereunto, array themfelves in their beft clothes, and 
" their richeft jewels : it being the conceit of Rabbi JV- 
« VtfjMn^thatthe memento in the Front of the fourth Com- 
« ntandement,was placed there e(pecially,to put the Jews 
€C in mind of their holy-day Garments, Nay, foprecile 
they are in thete preparations, and the following reft ; that 
if a lew go forth on Friday,and on the night falls fhort of 
home,more then is la wfull to be travailed on the Sabbath 
day: there muft- hee fet him downe, and there keepe his 
^i^*;^ though in a Wood, or in the Field, or the high* 
way fide,withont all fear of wind or weather,of T "beeves 
or Robbers,without all care alfo of meat and drink Peri* 
culo Utronttm pr&donumc[ue omni , penuriaitemomni cibi 
potufque, neglellis, as that Authour hath it. For their be- 
haviour on the Sabbath^ the ftrange niceties wherwith 
they abufe themfelve?, he defcribes it thus. Eqnmaat aft- T , 
nHSyDomtmipjitu fiabmo extens> jroenum aut captjtrum 
non aliud cjuicquam portabit y &c, h n horfe may have a bri - 
€i dIe,or an halter ,to leade, not a faddle to load him ; and 
€€ he that leadeth him, muft not let it hang (o loo(e,that it 
cc may (eeme he rather carrieth the bridle,then leads the 
u Horfe. An Hen muft not weare her hofe, fo wed about 
£! her leg. They may not milke their Kine, nor eat any of 

the 
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C n a p . 8 . The Hi fiery of P a r t . i • 

et the milke, though they have procured fome ChriflUn 
u to do that worke j unleffe they buy it, A Ttjlour may 
(e not weare his Needle flicking on his fleeve. The lame 
c< may ufe a ftaffe, but the blinde may not. They may not 
c< burthen themfelves with Clogs or fattens , to keepe 
cc ^ their feet out of the dirt : nor rub their Shooes,if foule, 
u againft the ground; but againfl: a wall : nor wipe their 
u dirrie hands with a cloth or Towel;but with a Cows or 
" Horfes tayle they may do it lawfully. A wounded m an 
<( may weare a plafter on his (ore, that formerly was ap- 
" plyed unto it : but if it fall off, hee may not lay it on a* 
u new s orbindeup any wound that day, nor carry mo- 
<c ney in their purfes , or about their clothes. They may 
<c not carry a fan or flap to drive away the Flies.If a Flea 
<c bite, they may remove it , but not kill it; but a Lowfe 
c< tfcey may: yet Rabbi Elie^er thinks ©ne mayaslaw- 
<c fully kill a CameLThey muft not fling more Corn unto 
u their Poultry,then will ferve that day :left it may grow 
" by lying ftill,and they be faid to fowe their Corn upon 
" theSabbath. To whiftleatune with ones mouth, or 
" play it onaninftrument, is unlawfull utterly : as alio 
<l to Knocke with the ring, or hammer of a doore ; or 
Cc knocke ones hand upon a Table, though it be onely to 
u ftill a childe. So likewife, to draw letters either in duft 
" or aflies , or on a wet-board is prohibited ; but not to 
<c fancie them in the aire. With many other infinite ab- 
furdities of the like poorenaturejwhere with the Rabbins 
have been pleafed to af Aid their brethren,and make good 
fport to all the World, which are not either lews, ox lew- 
tfily affecfled. Nay, to defpight our Saviour, as Rnxdorfim 
tels us,they have determined fince, that it is unlawfull to 
lift the Oxe or Ajfeoux. of the ditchjwhich in the ftri&eft 
time of the PharifakaM rigours, was accounted lawfull. 
Indeed themarvaile is the lefle,that they are fo uncharita- 
ble to poore Brute creatures; when as they take fuch little 
pittyupon them(dves.CVv*fltei#* reports a ftory of ilerr 
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the Sabbath. 



Chap. 8. 



of Magdeburg , who falling on the Saturday , into a Pri- 
*^,wouldnot be taken out, becaufeitwas the Sabbath 
day : and that the Bifaop gave command , that there hee 
fliould continue on the Sunday alfo : fo that betweene 
both, the poore lew was poyfoned with the very ftinke. 
The like our Annals do relate of a Jew of Tewkesbury - 
whefe ftory being caft int© three riming Verfes , accor- 
ding to the Poetry of thote times , I have here prefented 
and tranflated : Dialogue- wife, as they firft made it. 

Tende manus Solomon, utte deftercorevollam. 

Sab bat a no fir a co/o> de ft ere ore furgere nolo* 

Sabbat a no fir a quidem, Solomon ctlebrabuibidem* 

Friend Solomon, tfiy hands u^-reare, 
And from the jakes I will thee beare. 

Gur Sabbath I (o highly prize, 

That from theplace I will not rife- — 

Then Solomon, without more adoe, 
Our Sabbath thou (halt keepe there too.' 

For the continuance ©f their Sabbath^ they begin it ear- 
ly on the day before ; fo they prolong it on the day till 
late at night. And this they do in pitie to the fouls in Hell; 
who all the while the fabbath lafteth , have free leave to 
« f play. For as they tell us, filly wretches, upon the Eve 
« before thefabbath, it is proclaimed in Hell, that every 
« one may go his way, and take his plea&re : and when 
cc the (abbath is concluded, they are recalled again to the 
<f houfe of torments. I am aflhamed to meddle longer in 
thefe trifles , thefe dreames and dotages of infatuated 
men,given over to a reprobate fenfe. Nor had I flood fo 
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long upon them, but that in this tAnatomie of the Iereijb 
Jellies, Imightletlomeamongftuslee, into what dan- 
gers they are falling. For there are lome, indeed too ma- 
ny ,who taking this for granted, which they canot prove, 
that the Lords Day focceed* into the place and rights of 
xhtlertijh Stbbtth \ and is to be obferved by,vertue of 
the fourth Commandement : have trenched too neere 
upon thcRakbins^in binding men to nice & fcrupulous ob 
fervances; which neither we,nor our Fore-fathers, were 
ever able to endure. But with what warrant they have 
made a StMsth day y in the Chriftian Church, where there 
was never any known in all times before ; or upon what 
authority,they haveprefumed to lay fuch heavy burthens, 
upon the cenfciences of poor men,which are free in Chrift: 
wee fliall the better lee,by tracing downe the ftory from 
our Saviours time, unto the times in which we live. But 
I will here fct down and reft, befeeching God, who en- 
abled me thus farre, to guide me oewards to the end. 



Tu fuifrincifio medium, medio adjicefinem. 
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To the Chriftian Reader] 



tfd fetch 1 hope to meete with y in this 
part ejpeciauy . Tbhich treating «/ 
the affaires of the Chriftian Church, 
cannot but be dtfe leafing unto them y 
"tobich are not Chriftianly offeBed. Our for- 
mer <Boofa "free deftinated te the Ie wifii part of 
this enquiry , therein, though long it teas before 
we found it, yet at the laft tt>e found a Sabbath. 
A Sabbath "tehich began with that ftate and 
Church, and ended alfo when tbeyfbere no longer 
tobe called a Nation $ but a dijfrerfed andfcatte-2 
red ruine of Tbhat once they were. Jn that fbhich 
followethjOur enquiry muftbe mored'tffufed, of the 
fame latitude "frith the Church ; a Church not 
limited & confined to feme Tribes and Hundreds, 
but generally ^reading oyer all the World. Wee 
may afftrmeit of the Golpe^wbat Florus feme- 
times faid of the ftate of Rome. Ita late per 
orbem terrarutn arma circumtulit, ut qui 
res ejus legunt,non unius populi, led ge- 
neris hiimani fa<5tadifcant The hiflory of the 
Church i and of the ^Jox\A } areoflike extentSo 
that the f tar cb herein, m unto mee it wm more 
Aa% paine- 
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painfull in the doing, fo unto thee Witt it he more 
pleaftng being donejjecaufe of that ^variety which 
it will Afford thee. And this Fart pe haye catted 
the Hiftory of the Sabbath too ^ although the 
injiitution of the Lords Day '+and I entertainment 
of the fame m all times and sfges face that 
inftitution, . bee the chief e thing whereof it trea:- 
tethFor being it is faid,]by fome, that the Lords 
Day/ucceeded by the Lords appointment t into 
the place and rights of the levvifh Sabbath . } fo 
to be catted^ andfo to bee obfrVed, as the Sab- 
bath wot : this booke was wholy to bee fyent 
in the fear ch > thereof , whether in all, or any 
Ages of the Church, either fuck doBrine had bin 
preached* orfuchpraBife prejf >d y upon the con* 
fciences of Gods people, ^fndfearch indeed we did 
with all care and diligence, to fee if Wee could 
finde a Sabba th, w* any evidence of Scripture, or j 
"Writings of the holy Fathers, or EdiBs of Em- 
perours, or Decrees of Councels^r finally in any of 
the publike ABs <& Monuments of the Chrifti,. 
an Church. But after feVerall fearcbes made, 
upon the almond the pluries,!^ e flittreturne, 
Non eft inventus t and thereupon refohe 
in the Poets language, Et quod non invenis 
ufquam^ffeputes nufcjuam; that which is na 
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To the Reader. 
where tobtfou)idjnty<vsry fir ongly bet conch* 
ded not to be at aU. Buxd or fius in the i I. Chap* 
ter of his Synagoga ludaica, out of Antonius 
Margarita,^/; usof f&elewes, quoddiefab* 
badno^vxcer animam confuetam, praditi 
funt & alia ; that on the Sabbath day, they are 
perffpaded that they haVe an extraordinary foule 
infufed into them 9 which doth enlarge their hearts, 
And row^eup their Jpirits } Vt Sabbatum mul- 
to honorabilius peragere potting that they 
may celebrate the Sabbath with the greater ho~ 
nour.And though this (abbatarie foule y may by a 
Pythagoricali umuA»7&™feeme to have tranfmi* 
grated from the Jevves, into the bodies of form 
Chriftians,w theft lattr dayes : yet I am apt to 
give my felfe goodbopes, that by prefenting to 
their <viz"to,the conftant praBift of Gods Church 
in all times before, and the confent of aU Gods 
Qhurchts at this prefent . they may be dijpof 
fejfed thereof without great difficulty , It is but 
anima fuperflua, as Buxdorjfius cals it$ and 
maybe better feared, than kept, becaufe fiiper- 
fluous. However I fl)aUeafilyperfwademy 
felfe, that by this general reprefentation of the 
JlateandpraBife of the Church of (brifl, I may 
confimttbtwaytringjna right perfwafion $ and 
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To the Reader. 
ajfnrefuch as are already Veil ajjecled,by flee- 
ing them the perfeB harmony and agreement,. 
Tabid is betVeene this Church and the purefl 
times. It is our conftan t prayer to a Imighty God, 
afwett that bee ft>ould ftrengthenfuch as doe: 
ftand,Wconfirme the weake, as to rails 
up thofemen"ft>hich are already fallen into Jinne 
and errour 9 As are our prayers, fuch jbouldbedfo. 
our endeavours • asunCperfalltoall forts of men r 
as charitable to them in their feVerall cafes and> 
diftrejjes . Happy thofe menjvho do aright dif. 
charge their duties fioth in their prayers, and their 
perfonnance.Thehlefiing of our labours wee mufl. 
leave to him, who is all in all : without inborn all 
Pauls planting^ Apollos watering, viU 
yeeld poor eincreafe. Infbhichof thefe thre& 
fates foeVer thou artjgood Qhriftian Reader , let 
me befeech thee kindly to accept thefe painesz, 
which for thy fake Id en undertaken } thatfol 
might jn fonie poore meafure,h an instrument, to 
ftrengthen or confirmeyw raife thee; as thy 
cafe requires. This is the mofl that I de fire, and 
lejfe than this thou could (I not do 9 did 1 not dejire 
it. A ndfo fare the e welU 
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[Chap^ r 




THE HISTORY 

OF THE 

SABBATH- 



ThefecondBooke. 



Chap. U 

That there is nothing found in Scripture} 
touching the keeping of the 
Lords Day. 



( I ) The Sabbath not intended for a -perpetual! ordi- 
nance. ( 2 ) Preparatives unto the dijfolution of the 
Sabbath, by our Saviour Chart, ( 3 ) The Lords day 
not enjoyned in the place thereof \ either by Chrift, or his 
Apoftles/ butinfiiputed by the authority of the Church. 

Aa4 # (4) Our 
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Chap^ iheBifioryof Part.?; 

( 4 ) Our Saviours refurreftion on the firft day of the 
weeke,and apparitions on the fame , make it not a Sabbath. 
( 5 ) The comming downe of the Holy Ghoft, upon the firft 
day of the weeke, it not a Sabbath. ( 6 ) The firft 
day of the weeke not k^ptmore like a Sabbath, than the 
ether dayes y by Saint Peter, Saint Paul, or any other of the 
Apoftles. ( 7 ) Saint Paul frequents the Synagogue,; 
on the lewilh Szbtallv and upon what reafons . ( 8 ) What 
was concluded again ft the Sabbath,/?* the Gouncell holden in 
Hierufalem. ( 9) The preaching of Saint Paul ^Troas* 
upon the firft day of the weeke,** argument, that then that 
daywasfet apart by ffe Apoftles, for religions vxercifes. 
( 10) ColleBions^on the firft day of the week, I CV. 16. 
conclude as little for thatpurpofe. •( 1 1 ) Thofe places of 
Saint Paul, Galat.4.10. Colcff. 2.16. doe prove invin- 
cibly jhat there is no Sabbath to be looked for. ( 1 2 ) The 
firft day of the weeke not called the Lords day, untill the 
endof the firft age • and what that title addes unto it. 



(o 

Eeftiewed you in the former booke, 
what did occurre about the Sabbath, 
from the Qreation of the world, to the 
defirhtlion of the Temple : which 
comprehended the full time of 4000 
yeares, and upwards, in the opinion 
of the moft and beft Chronoloaers, 
Now for five parts of eight,ofthe time computed, from 
the Creation to the Law, being in all 2540 yeares, and 
fomewhat more ; there was no Sabbath knowne at all. 
And for the fifteene hundred,being the remainder, it was 
not fo obferved by the Iewes themfelves,as ifit had be eft 
any part of the Law of Nature : but fometimes kept,and 
fomeumes broken 5 either according as mens private bu~ 

fineffes* 
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fineffes,or the affaires of the republicke,Would give way 

unto it. Never fuch confcience made thereof,as of 

tery&Mrder.blajftbemy, or idolatry ; no not when as the 

Scribes and 1'harifees had molt made it burdenfome : 

there being many cafm refervati ,w herein they could dif- 

penfe with the fourth Commandement,though not with 

any of the other. Had they beene all alike, equally natu- 

rail and morally jt is conceived; they had beene all alike 

obferved, all alike immutable : no jot nor fy liable of that 

law,w ch . was ingraft by nature in the foule of man,being £*fc x 6 >i 7. 

to fal to the groundsill heaven & earth fliall paffe away, 

and decay together • till the whole frame of Nature^ 

prefervation of the which that Law was given, beedif- 

fblved for ever. The Abrogation of the Sabbath which 

before we fpake of, fliewes plainly that it was no part 

of the Morall law>ox Law of ' Nature v there being no 

law naturally which is not perpetually Tertullian takes it C**fr.M*rc-> 

for confeft,or at leaft makes it plaine and evident, Tem- 

poralefuijfe mandatum quodquandoque cejfaret, that it was 

onely a temporary conftitution, which was, in time, to 

have an end. And after him, Proeopm Gaz,aus y in his 

notes on Sxodus fayes down two fever all forts of lawes, c * 1 ** 

whereof fome were to be perpetuall^nd fome were notx 

of which laft fort were Circumci(ion y and the Sabbath, 

Qua duraverunt ufque in advent umChrifti , which lafted 

till our Saviours comming ; and he being come,went out 

infenfibly of themfelves. For as S. Ambrofe rightly tels inCoLtjte . 

u us, Abfente imperatore imago ejtu habet autoritatem, pr&- 

u fente non habet > &c. What time the Emperour is ab- 

u fent,we give fome honour to his State ,or reprefentati- 

u on ; but none at all,when he is prefent. And fo, faith 

Cf he,the Sabbaths ^nd new-Moones, and the other fefiivals^ , 

u before our Saviours comming, had a time of honour, 

Cf during the which they were obferved : but he being 

u prefent once, they became negle&ed. But hereof wee 

have fpoke more fully in our former booke. 

O) Neg- 
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4 'Chap. I. TbeHifioryof Part."*. 

(i) Neglected, not at once, and upon the fudden; 
butleafurely and by decrees. There were preparatives 
unto the Sabbath^ before we fliewed,bcfore it waspro- 
claimed,as a Law, hy Mofes : and there were fome pre* 
paratives req lired, before that law of CMofes was to be 
repealed. Thefe wee ftiill eafiiielt difcover^if wee fhall 
pleafe to looke on our Saviours aftions : who gave the 
firft hint unto his difciples, for the aboliftiing of the Sah* 
£^,amongft other ceremonies. Its true, that he did fre- 
quently repaire unto the fynagogues on the Sabbath dayes^ 
and on thofe dayes, did frequently both reade and ex- 
pound the Law y unto the people. Andhe cam? to Naz.i- 
reth; faith the Text, where hee had beene brouqht up, and 

- f '£4-«Itf« as his ctiflomswaSyhe went into the Synagogue ov the Sab^ 
bath day y and flood up to reade. It was his cuflome fo to 
doe, both when he lived a private life, to frequent the 
fyn,igogi4:£\\it other men might doe the like,by his good 
.example; and after when he undertooke the rniniftery y 
to expound the Law unto them, there ; that they might 
be the better by his good inftruflions. Yet did not hec 
conceive that teaching or expounding the word of God, 
was annexed onely to the fynagogae, or to the Sabbath. 
That moil divine and heavenly Sermon, which takes up 
three whole Ch ipters of S. Matthew es Gofpel,was que- 
ftionleffe a weeke dayes worke : and fo were mod of 
thofe,dcUvered to us in SJohn ; as alfo that, which he did 
preach unto them from the £hip-fide, and divers others. 

£*i8«I. Nay the text tells us, that hee went through every City, 
and Village preaching, and Jhewing the glad ty dings of Cjod. 
Too great a taske to be performed onely on the Sabbath 
dayes : and therefore doubt wee not, but that all dayes 
equally were taken up, for fo great a bufmeffe. So when 
heefentouthis Apzftles, to preach the kingdome of God, 
hee bound them not to dayes and times, but left ail at 
liberty : that they might take their beft advantages > as 
peegfion was i and loft no time in the advancing of their 

Mafters 
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Matters fervice. Now as in this, heefecmedto give all 
dayes the like prerogative, with the Sabbath io many 
other wayes, did he abate that eftimation, which gene- 
rally the people had conceived of the Sabbath day. And 
howfoever the opinion which the people generally had 
conceived the: eof,was grounded,as the times then were, 
on fuperftition rather ,then true fence of piety : yet that 
opinion once abated, it was more eafily prepared for a 
diflolution ; and went away at laft, with !efle noife and 
clamour. Particulars of this nature we will take along,as 
they lye in order. His catling out the uncltanefpirit^ out 
of a man, in tixzfynagogm otfapemaum^ on the Sabbath 
day ;his cur ingofTeters wives mother > and healing many 
which were fcke of diverfe difeafes, on the felfe fame day : 
being all workes of marvellous mercy,and efFedled onely 
by his word, brought no clamour with them. But when 
he cured the impotent man, at the poole of Bethefdd ^ and ♦ 
had commanded him to take up iris bed and walks, ; . then 
did the Iewes begin to perfecute him, zndfeeke to fay him. 
And how did he excufe the matter ? My Father worketh ' 
hitherto y fa\th he,dndfalfo workeiOfiendens perkkc y in nullo Hom>i 
feculi hu)tts SabbatQ requiefczre T^eum, a difpenfattonibtu JSi)mer - 
mundi y & proviflonibm generis humani. Whereby, faith Ori- 
€ *gen y he let them underftand, that there was never any 
1 c Sabbath, wherein God refted or left off, from having 
€ c adue care of mankinde : and therefore neither would 
c c he intermit fuch a weighty bufinefle, in any reference 
« c to the Sabbath, Which anfwer when it pleafcd them 
not^ut that they fought their times to kill him ; he then 
remembreth them how they themfelves upon the Sab- lohj*. 
bath ufed to circumcife a man^St that as lawfully he -might 
do the one, as they the other. This precedent made his 
difciples a little bolder .then otherwife perhaps they wold 
have beene , ^Pulling the eaves of come, and rubbingthem M<tt ^ 9 
with their hands, and eating them to fatisfy and allay their Lri Wf ) 
kmger : which Epiphanies thinkes they would not have u J 
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done, though they were anhtingred, had they not found 
both by his dodtrine and example, that the Sabbath did 
beginne to be in its declination. For which, when he, and 
they, were joyntly questioned by the pharifees>he choaks 
them with the mltances of what "David did in the fame 
extremity, when hee eate the Jbew-bread- y and what 
the Pr iefts did every Sabbath, when they flew the f aeri- 
fies. In which ic is to be considered that in thefe feverall 
defences, our Saviour goes no higher then the legall ce- 
remonies , the facrifice, the (hew-bread, and the Circumciji- 
on. No argument or parallell cafe drawne for his Jufti- 
fication,from the morall law ; or any filch negleft there- 
of, on the like occafions, Which plainely flhews, that he 
conceived the Sabbath to be no part or member of the 
£ morall law-Jjut onely to be ranked amongft the Mofaicall 
L»t*G*~* ordinances. It happened on another Sabbath, that in the 
Hom.de Ses fjnagogue he beheld a man with a withered hand » and called 
mentc him forth,and made him come into the midft, and ftretch 
out his hand, and then reftored it. Hereupon the Au- 
thour of the Homilie entituled de Semente > afcribed to 
Athanafius, hath noted thus,^p«^ \? vctCC*™ t» 7&>> •d-etu^ 
7x?yv[jut;™v tinAtbTi&M that Chrift referved his greatefi: 
c c miracles for the Sabbath day : and that hee bad the 
1 ' man ftand forth, in defiance as it were of all their ma- 
c c lice, and informing humor? His healing of the wo- 
man which had beene crooked 18. yeares, and of the 
man that had the dropfie * one in the fynagogue % the other 
inthehoufe ofaprincipall Pbarifee, are proofe fufficient 
that he feare d not their accufations. But that great cure 
he wrought on him that was borne blinde y is moft remark- 
able to this purpofe. Firft, in relation to our Saviour, 
who had before healed others with his word alone ; but 
here he /pit upon the ground, and made clay thereof and 
L>iJi*re[.so* no * nte dtbe eyes of the blinde man with the clay : %py>v & 
*«3*» isi who*; wrifAu but to mould clay and make a plafter, 
was queftionlelte a workc, {o &iihEpiphmw. Next in 

relation 
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relation to the patient, whom he commanded to goe into 
the poole of Siloam> and then himfelfe : which cer- 
tainely could not be done without bodily labour . Thefe 
words and adtions of out Saviour, as before we faid,gave 
the firft hint ro his difciples for the aboli firing of the Sab~ 
^^amongft other ceremonies * which were to have an 
end,with our Saviours fufterings ; to be nailed with him, 
to his Crajfe 3 md buried with him, in his grave,for ever. 
Now where it was objefted in S. Akfiins time, why 
Chriftians did not keepe the Sabbathfincc Chrifi affirmes 
it of himfelf jthat be came not todeflroythe Law but to ful~ 
fillit\t\\c Father thereto makes reply.that therefore they 
• *'obferyed itnot> guiatjuodea figura profkebatur y jam c oHtjAu^l 0 " 

** ever was intended in that La w,by calling us to a fpiri- ^ ^ . 
c c tuall reft, in his owne great mevcy.For as it is moft tru- n \ £ *' * Q> 
Iy faid by Epiphanies y St®- i& fZ$ityi odCCtnop^^itdiov^S 
w<b& lv to im^ov ok€Ccltqv : &c.He was the great and ever- 
c ' lading Sabbath, whereof the leffef and temporall) Sab* 
*<bath was a type and figure, which had continued till 
■ € 1 his comming : by him commanded in the law 3 in him 
€ c deftroyed,and yet by him fulfilled in the holy GofpeU 
So Epiphamm. 

(?) Neither did he, or his difciples^ ordaine another 
Sabbath in the place of this 5 as if they had intended onely 
to fliift the day; and to transferre this honour to fome 0- 
tfeer time. Their doftrine and their praUife are dtredtiy 
contrary, to fo new a fancy. Jt is true, that in fome traft 
of time, the Church in honour of his refurrettion , did fee 
apart that day on the which he rofe, to holy exercifes : 
but this upon their owne authority, and without 
warrant from above,that we can heare of; more then the 
generall warrant which (Sod gave his Church, that all 
thing sin it be done decent /y^nd in comely order. This HomMs$? 
is that which is told us in the Homilie, inferibed as for- menu. 
merly wee noted, unto Athanafusx uuawtv h wcwdi/ 
J)fli riv&w/i we llOdQUr the Lords day for the refurre* 

ft ion, 
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T>e Sabh.& 
Cirtumrif. 



Cham Tteffiftryif Part.2 

El ion. So Maximm Taurinenjis, K T>ominicum diem idea 
folennem ejfe, quia in eo falvator, velutfol oriens y diftuffis 
inferior urn tenebris, iuce refurreBionis emicuerit • That 
c c the Lords day is therefore folemnely obferved, becaufe 
« 1 thereon our Saviour, like the rifmg Sun, difpelled the 
* % clcnds of hellifh darkenes,by the light of his moft glo- 
rious refurreclion t The like S, Aufiin> Dies Dominica 
(hriftiani* refurrettione Domini dec laratm efi 9 & ex ilia 
« c cepit habere fefiivitatem fuam. 1 he Lords day was made 
c < knowne,faith he.unto us Christians ,by the rejurreElion^ 
Cc and from that began to be accounted holy. See the 
like, lib. it ,de Civ it. c Dei.c.\Q.& ferm.i5.de Verbis dpo- 
ftoli. But then it is withall to be obferved, that this was 
onely done on the authority of the Churchy and not by 
any precept of our Lord and Saviour y or any one of his 
Apoflles. And firft, befides that there is no iuch precept 
extant at all in holy Scripture .Socrates hath affirmed it in 
the general!, gm<&qv ^iv aw rots a^c^aq/? , a 7np yi^^v 
io?7v&yjoy vQuotnrHK&c. that the defignes of the Apoftl e $ 
was not to bufie themfelves in prefcribing fefiivall dayes, 
but to inftrudl the people in the wayes of godlincfle. 
Now left it Itould be faid, that Socrates being a Novati* 
an, was a profeft enemy to all the orders of the Churchi 
we have the fame, almoft verbatim, in Nicephorusjib. 1 2 
Mp.$ i, of his Ecclefiafticall Hiftory. S, Athanafius faith 
as much, for the particular of the Lords day, that it was 
taken up by a voluntary ufage in the Church of God 
without any commandement from above. Irrtp * v ky&T&i- 
« f Aa7o zvhAiHHv &c. As faith the Father ? it wascommand- 
€ ' ed at the firft.that the Sabbath day fhould be obferved, 
c ' in memory of the accomplishment of the world: 

c ' dee we celebrate the Lords day, as a mcmoriall of the 
* '• beginning of a new creation. Where note the diffe- 
rence here delivered by that Reverend Prelate. Of the 
lews Sab lath itis faide, ^M^v wiTHA*?*, that it was 

com' 
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commanded to be kept : but of the Lords day there is no 
commandement, onely zpofitive 77^^sr-,an honour voluntas 
rily afforded it by cmfent of men. Therfore whereas we 
find it m the H"^i/^,entituled T)e Semente^Mh^ S kovq* 
(r&££ &lx Yiu.k0&Vm €i< nvEicDiiuux that Chrift transferred the 
Sabbath to the Lords day* this mull be underftood, not as 
if done by hiscommandeoient,but on his occafion:there- 
furreftion of our Lord upon that day,being the princip^Il 
motive, which did induce his Church to make choice 
thereofjfortheaffemblies of the people. Forotherwife 
that Authour whofoever he was, would plainely crofife 
what formerly had bsene faide by Athanafiu* , in his 
TtfA^cv . aod not him onely, but the whole cloud of wit- 
nefles, all the CatholickeFathers,in whom there is not 
any word which refle&s that way ; but much in affirma- 
tion of the contrary. For befides what is faid before, and 
elfewhere (hall be faid in its proper place ; The Councell 
held at <Paris 3 Anp^. 829. afcribes the keeping of the 
Lords day 3 at rnoft to Afoftolicall tradition , confirmed by 
the authority of the Church. For fo the Councell, Chrifti* 
anorumreligioja devotionis, qua ut credit ur Apoftolorum Cap. 
traditione immo Ecclefiae autoritate defcendit>mos inolevit* 
#t Dommicnm diem, ob Dominica refurrettionis memorL 
amjhonorabiliter colat \ It is a cuftome of long (landing in 
€ € the religious devotion of the Chriftian people, which 
c * as it is conceived, defcended from the tradition of the 
cc Apfilcs* but rather from the authority of the Churchy 
c 4 that they doe honour the Lords day, in memoric of 
the Lords refurreftion. Where note, the Syjiod calls it 
a cufiome onely ; and fuch a cuftome, as was chiefely 
founded on the authority of the Church. And laft of all 
Tofiatus puts this difference, betweene the Feftivak'of 
the old teftament^ajid thofe now folemnized in the new • 
that in the old teftament,<Sod appointed all the feftivals 
which were to be obferved in the Iewifh Church:^ novo 
vHllafefiivitas a Chrifto legijlatore determine a eft, fed in 

Ecclefa,: 
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EcclefaPrtUtiifia flat uunt- but in the new, there were 
" no Feftivals at all preferred by ChriJt, asbehigleft 
c e unto the Prelates of the Church, by r he m t o be appoin- 
" ted as occafion wasAVhat others of the ancient writers, 
C4p. i$y. 20. and what the Protectant Divines have affirmed herein - we 
fhall hereafter fee in their proper places. As for *he{e 
words of our Redeemer , in S .OMat thews Gofpell • Pray 
that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath 
day i they have indeed beene much alleadged, to pro6v£ 
that Chrift did intimate, at the leaft,unto his Afofiles y md 
the reft,that there was a particular day by him appoin- 
tedjwheretif he willed them to be carefull; which being 
not the Tewi/h Sabbath, muft of neccflity, as they thinke, 
be the- Lords day. But certainely the Fathers tell us no 
fuch matter, nay, they fay the contrary : and make thefe 
words a part of our Redeemers admon tion to the Imes^ 
not to the Apojl/es .Saint Chryfoflomehzth it fo exprefly. 
l» M4t*t$* Gp -^ « ri »x«^i»< o \'oy>s rt^&c.Behold, faith he how 
" he addreffeth his difconrfe unto the Jews&nd tels them 
* c of the evils which fhould fail upon them : for neither 
€ € were the Apoftle? bound to obferve the Sabbath^ nor 
€ 6 were they there, when thofc calamities fell upon the 
letPtjh Nation Not in the winter, nor on the Sabbath^nd 
€rC why fo faith he? Becaufe their (light being fo quicke 
€ € and fuddaine, HTtlv .<ra,€€a,Ta l^dtuoi pzvyfiv vtq^qv nei- 
* € ther the Iewes would dare to flic on the Sabbath y £ for 
c< fuch their fuperftition was in the latter tipies] nor 
1 ' would the winter but be very trqublefome, in fuch di* 
UnUdtAtf * c <ftreffes. Theophilatt doth affirxrie exprefly,that this was 
€ c fpake unto the Iewes, and f poke upon the felfefame 
' * reafons:addfng withal,o/^V J Arn^f ^o^cl^v \&k§q~ 
v%t c u^cl^(x that before any of thofe miferies fel upon 
that Nation^thc Apofiles were al departed from out lerum 
fa/em.S.Hierom foith&s much* as unto the time,that thofc 
calamities which by our Saviour were forctold,were ge- 
nerally referred unto the wars of #id Veftrfammd 
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that both in his Comment on § Mathews <§ofpel;and his 
Epiftle to Algafia. And for the thing,that the Apofiles and 
the reft of the Difciples,were al departed from Ierufdcm 
before that heavy warr began,is no iefle evident in ftory. 
For the Apoftles long before that time were either ma r- 
tyred;or difperfed in feverai place$,for theenlargment of 
the Gofpel,not any of them reftdent in lerufdem after the 
martyrdomeofS,Z^/,who was Bifliop there. And fo£ 
the refidue of the Difciples^theyliad forfook the Country 
alfojbefore the warres : being admoniftied fo to do by an 
heavenly vifion, which warned them to withdraw from 
thence and repaire to Pe/la 9 beyond lordan, as Eufcbim 
telsus. Sothatthefe words of our Redeemer could not m !** 
be fpoke as to the Apofiles, and in them unto all the reft r '* * 
of the Difciples,which fhold follow after ; but to the peo- 
ple of the fewes. To whom our Saviour gave this cauti- 
on, not that he did notthinke itlawfiiil tor them to flic 
upon the Sabbath day :but that as things then were, and 
as their confciences were intangled by the Scribes and 
Pharifees, he found that they would count it a mod grie- 
vous mifery,tobe put unto it. To returne then unt® our 
ftory,as the chkfe reafon,why the Chriftians of the pri* 
mitive times,did let apart this day to religious ufe-s, was 
becaufe Chriftjfazt day,did rife again from death to life, 
for out jvftification : lb there was fome analoqie or pro- 
portion, which this day feemed to hold withlhe former 
Sabbath y which might more eafiiy induce them to ob- 
ferve the fame. For as God refted on the Sabbath from 
all the workes which he had done in the Creation : fo did 
the Sonne of God reft alfo on the day of his refnrreUion % 
from all the wobUs which he had done in our Redemption f „ 

ywfotek. as gregory Njftn notes it for us. Yet fo that J 
as the Fdther relied not on the former Sabbath from the 
workes of prefervatim ; fo neither doth our Saviour reft 
at any tiaie, from perfe&ing this works of our redemp- 

Bb tionu 1 
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tion by a perpetuall application of the benefit and effe&s 
thereof.! his was the caufe, and thefe the motives, which 
did induce the Church in fome traft of time; to folemnize 
the day of Cbrifis refurreBion, as a weekelj Feftivall^ 
though not to keepe it as a Sabbath. 

(4) I fay in trad: of time, for ab initio non fuit fic , it 
was not fo in the beginning, The very day it felfe was 
not fo obferved 1 though it was knowne to the Apoftlet 
in the z^r^jr earely,that the Lord was rifen.Wefind not 
onthenewes, that they came together, for the perfor- 
mance of divine and religious exercifes ; much lefle that 
they intended it for a Sabbath day : or that our Saviour 
came amongft them untill late at night ,as in all likelihood 
he would have done, had any fuch performance beenc 
thought neceffary, as was required unto the making of a 
Sabbath. Nay, which is more, our bleffed Saviour, on 
that day,and two of the Difciples, whatfoever the others 
did, were otherwife employed then in Sabbath duties. 
For from Hierufalem to Emam y whether the two Difci- 
les went, was fixty furlongs ,which is feven miles and an 
^ alfe, and fo much backe againe unto Hierttfa/em,which 
is fifteene miles. And Chrifi who went the journey 
with them, at leaft, part thereof; and left them not 
untill they came unto Emaus * was backe againe that 
night, and put himfelfe into the middeft of the Apo files. 
Had he intended it for a Sabbath day, doubtks he would 
nave rather joyned himfelf with the Apofiles y who as it is 
moft hkely,kept themfelves together, in cxpeftation of 
the iffucandfo were moft prepared and firted to begin 
the new Chriftian Sabbath then with thofe men, who 
contrary to the nature of a Sabbaths reft, were now mer- 
ged in a journey, and that for ought wee know, about 
worldly bufineffes. Nor may we thinke, but that our Sa- 
viour would have told them of fo great a fault, as viola- 
ting the new Chriftian Sabbath, even in the firft begin- 
ning of it • had any Sabbath beene intended. As for the 
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being of the eleven in a place together, that could not 
have relation to any Sabbath duties, or religious exerci- 
fcs; being none fuch were yet commanded : but onely to 
thofe cares and feares, wherewith,poore men they were 
diftraded : which made them loath to part afunder, till 
they were fetled in their hopes; or other wife relolved on 
fome what, whereunto to truft. Anc where it is concei- 
ved by fomcthat our moft bleffed Saviour (hewed him- 
felfe oftner unto the Apoftles, upon the firfl day of the 
**eeke % then on any other;and therefore by his owne ap- 
fearings did fandtifie that day, inftead of the lemjh Sab- 
lath ; neither the premises are true, nor the fequell ne- 
cefl'ary. The premiflcs not true, for it is no where to be 
found,that he appeared oftner on the firft day f then any A * 
other of the week:it being faid in holy Scripture, that hec * 
Was feen of them by the Jpace of forty dayes-zs much on one, 
as on another.His firft appearing^zxtti the night following 
his refurrettion, which is particularly foecified inthe book 
of God was when he (hewed himlcit to Thomas, who be 
fore was abfent.That the text tels us, was after eight dates 
from the time before remem red : which fome conceive 
to be the eighth day afcer,or the next firft day of the week** 
and therupon conclude that day to be moft proper for the 
Congregations, or publicke meetings of the Chnrch % r Diem inlohnLif. 
vtbavum qno Chriftm Thomas apparnit* Dominic u diem ejfe e *P* 1 8 ' 
neceffe eft^s Samt Cyrilhuth it i lure igtturfantt& congre- 
gationesdie oElavo in Ecclefiaftunt 0 But where the Greek* 
Textreades it, ^ iyd -<U-r y poft 0B0 dies in the vul- 

f zx Latine, after eight day es according to our Englijb Bi- 
les i that ftiouldhe rather underftood of the ninth or 
tenth, then the eighth day after; and therefore could not 
be upon the firft day of the yveeke> as it is imagined. Now 
as the premises are untrue, fothe Concltijion is unfirme. 
For if our Saviours apparition unto his Difciples, were of 
it felf e fufficient to create a Sabbath : then muft that day, lo y n ^ 
whereon saint Peter went on fifiing, be a Sabbath alfo ; 
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and fo muft holy Thurfday too ; it being moft evident* 
that ChriH appeared on thofe dayes unto his Apo files. S^ 
that as yet, from our Redeemers refurreUion unto his^ 
zentionwc find not any word or ftem of a new Chriftian 
*y^^tobekeptamongft them ; or any evidence for 
the Lords day in the foure Evangelifts, either in precept or 
in practice. 

( 5 ) The firft particular paff age which doth occurre in 
holy Scripture y touching the firft day of the weeke, is that 
upon that day, the Holy Ghoft did firft come downe on 
the Apofllesx and that upon the lame Saint Peter prea- 
ched his firft Sermon unto the Itwes , and baptized fiicb 
of them asbeleeved ; there being added to the £hurch 9 
that day, three thoufand foules. This happened on the 
Feaft of "Pentecoft 9 which fell that yeare upon the Sua* 
day, orfirttday oftheweeke, as elfe where the Scripture 
calls it: but as itwasafpeciallandacafuallthing, focan 
it yeeld buc little proofe,if it yeeldtis any, that the Lord* 
day was then obferred * or that the Holy Ghoft did by fe- 
letting of that day for his defcent on the Apoftler, intend 
to dignifie it for a Sabbath. Vor firft it was a cafuali thing, 
that Pentecoft (hould fall that yeare upon the Sunday. Itr 
was a moveable Feaft,as unto the day, fuch as did change 
and (Lift it felfe, according to the pofition of the Feaft of 
P ajfeover :thc rule being this- that on what day foever, 
the fecond ofthe P ajfeover did fall- upon that alfo fell the 
great feaft of Pentecoft. Nam THvt<mw Temper eadem 
mnd. TeWp* eft feria , qu$ * yWer«, r« 7i*<r%t%f ; as Scalier hath 
Ll * rightly noted. Sothat as often as the P ajfeover did fall 

upon the or 5^i^ as this yeare it did ; then 

Pentecoft fell upon the Sunday* but when the P ajfeover 
did chance to fall upon the Tewfday ,the Pentecoft fell that 
yeare upon the Wtdnefday % & ficde cccteris. And if the 
rule be true, as I thinke it is, that no fufticient argument 
can be drarvneftom a cafuali fact • and that the falling of 
ib&Pmccofti that yeare, upon the firft day of the week?, 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



Par r7tl the Sabbath* C h a p . r • j j 

be meerely cafuall : the comming of the Holy Ghofl upon 
that day,will be no argument nor authority , to ftate the 
firfi day of the week^in the place and honour of the lemjb 
Sabbath . There may be other reafons given, why God 
tnade choice of that time,rather than of any other: as firft 
becaufe about that very time before, he had proclaimed 
the Law upon Mount Sinai ; and fecondly, that fo hee 
might the better countenance and grace the GoJpel y in the 
fignt of men, and adde the more authority unto the do- 
ftrine of the Apoftles. The Feaft ofFentecoft was a great 
and famous Feftivall, at which the fewes, all of them, 
were to come unto Hierttfalem, there to appeare before 
the Lord: and amongft others, thofe which had their 
hands in bur J?aviburs bioud* And therefore as Saint Chrj- 
foftome notes it, did God fend downe the Holy Ghoft, 
^t that time of Fentecoft ; becaufe thofe men that did coil- y# ^i&aii 
fentto our Saviours death, might publickely receive re- 
buke for that bloudy Aft; and fo beare record to the 
power of our Saviours Gojpel, before all the World j 

K*y£iv»m $ Uviw puctttpavtat r itey°#y% as that Father 
hath it. So that the thing being cafuall^ as unto the day* 
m&jpttiall, as unto the bujine\\e then by God intended * 
it willaffordus little proofcas before I laid, either that 
the Zc>r^A*/was,asthen> obferved; or that the Holy 
'Ghoft did feleft that day for fp great a worke, to dignific 
f it for * Sabbath. 

- (6) As for Saint Peters freachingnponthzt day, and 
the baptizing of fo many, as were converted to the faith, 
upon the fameut might have been fome proofe,thatnow 
atleft,ifnotbefcH:e,.xhe' wit day of the weeks was fet a- 
part by the Apoftles, for religion* exercifes : had they not 
honoured all dayes with the tame performances. ( But if 
we fearch the^mjj^r^^wc fliall eafiiy find,that all daies 
were alike to therein thatrefpe&tno dayjin which they 
3fid not preachthe vvptd of life, and admiflifter the Sa« 
Bb 2 craments 
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craments of their lord and Saviour, to fuch as either 
wanted it,or did defire it. Or were it that the Scriptures 
had not told us of it, y^tnaturallreafon would informe 
us, that thofe who were imployed in fo great a workers 
the converfion of the World, co\ild not confine themfelves 
unto times and leafons ; but muft take all advantages, 
wl cnjfoer e they came. But for the Scripture, it is faid in 
termes exprefle,ftrft generally, that the Lord added daily 

jiffls 1 47 t0 church y fuch as Jhould be faved- and therefore 
without doubt, the meanes of their falvation were daily 

V&fiv. miniftred unto them.-and in the fifth Chapter of xhzAEts^ ; 

tha t daily in the Temple, and in every houfe, they ce&fed not 

AUs%. to teach and preach lefm Chrifi. So for particulars, whej} 
'Philip did baptize the Sunuch, either he did it on a wor- 
king cfey, as we now diftinguifli them, and not upon the 
firfi : day of the week? j and To it was no Lords day duty : 
or elfo it was not held iSmlawfull, to take a journey on 
that day, as fome thinke it is. Saint 'Peters preaching to 
Cornelius 9 *t\d his baptizing of that houfe, was a weeke 
dayes/worke, as may be gatfeered from Saint Hierome* 
That; Father tels'us, that the day whereon the vifion ap<- 
peared to 'Peter, was probably the Sabbath, or the Lords 
day s as we call it now ; fieri potmt #t vel Sabbatum ejfet^ 

sdvtrf. lovi. vet dies Dominicus, as the Father hath itsand choofe you 

mmliy ^Kvfa you win> wc find littlc in ^ f or a chriftium 

S abbath. In cafe it was on the Sab bath,then Peter did not 
keepe the Lords day, holy, as he fliould have done, if fo 
that day was then felefted for Sods worfhipjfor the text 
tels us,that the next day, he did begin his journey to £or* 
nelw houfe. In cafe it was uponthe Lords day? as wed 
call it now, then neither did Saint Peter fan&ifie that 
4fk 10 14 ln Congregation's he ought to doe, had that daj^ 
' -. ' *• then beene made the Sabbath* and his converfion of Cor* 
nelim, bein* three dayes after, muft of neoeflity be done 
on the Wednefday following.; So that we find no Lords 
day ^^^,eitfier of S.ftttrs keeping, or of S, Philipii 
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or elfe the preaching of the Word, and the adminiftring 
the Sacraments, were not affixed at all unto the firfi day 
of the week?, as the peculiar marker and characters there- 
of. So for Saint Taul, the c Dottour of the Gentiles , who 
laboured more abundantly then the other Apoftles, be- 
fides what (hall be faid particularly in the following fe- 
£tion, it may appeare in generall , that hce obferved no 
Lords-day .fabbath . but taught on all dayes > travailed on 
alldayes ; and wrought according to his Trade,upon ail 
daies too;when he had no employment in the Congrega- 
tion. That he did teach on alldayes, is not to be queftio- 
ned, by any that confiders how great a worke he had to 
doe;and how little time. That he did travaile upon all 
dayes, is no lefle notorious, to all that looke upon his 
lire, which was ftill in motion. And howfoever he might 
reft fometimes on the Lords day, as queftionlefle hee did 
on others, as often as upon that day he preached the Go- 
fpel ; yet when he was a Prifoner in the hands of the Ro- 
manfouldiers p there is no doubt, but that he travailed as 
they did Lords dayes, and Sabbaths, all dayes equally, 
many dayes together. Of this fee what Saint Luke hath 
written in the laft Chaptersof the Atts. Laftly, for nor- Dtmhieim 
king at his Trade (which was Tent 'making) on the Lords tf>P 0 ft-Tmit* 
day, as well as others, Qenradus^iatericm proves it out 
of Hierome, that when hce had none unto whom to 
preach in the Congregation ; hec followed on the Lords 
day, the workes of his Occupation. Hieronymtu colligh 
tx Att % \%.verf%.&^>qHoddieetiam 'Dominicd, e/uando, 
quibm in -publico conventu concionaretur, non habebat • 
manibm [nis Uboravit. So "Diatericus, (peaking of our A- 
foftle. Now what is proved of thefe Apofiles^ndoC Saint 
IPhilip the Evangelifl ; m ay be affirmed of all the reft, 
Whofe lives and aftions are not left upon record in holy 
Scripture. Their UMinifiery being the fame, and their 
yrorke as great ; no queftion but their liberty was corre- 
spondent : and that they tooke all times to be alike,in the 
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advancing of the bufincfle which hey went about; an4 
cherifhed all occafions prefented to thenij on what day 
foever. What further may be laid hereof, in reference 
to Saint John, who lived longeft of them, and ia\y the. 
Church eftabliflhed, and her publicke meetings infome, 
order; we fhall fee hereafter in his owne place and time.. 
Meane while we may conclude for certaine, that in the, 
planting of the Churc hy he ufed all dayes equally ; kepf 
none more holy then anothenand after,when the Church 
was fetled,how ever he might keepethis ho/y^nd honour, 
it fortheufe which was made thereof; yet he kept other, 
dayes,fo ufed,as holy , but never any like a Sabbath. 

(7) Proceed wee next unto Saint 'Paul, in his, 
particular; of whom the Scripture tells us more, 
then of all the reft: and wee (hall finde, that hee no 
fooner was converted, but that iortfi with hee />m*- 

Jfisp.io] chedin the fynagegues y that Jeftts -wo* the Chrift. If in, 
the fynagogues, moft likely that it was on the Iewijh Sab- 
bath ; the fpagoguex being deftinate efpecially to the 
Sabbath dayes. So after he was called to the publike Mi- 
niftery, hee came to Antiochia y and went into the fyna- 
ttis 134 m f ^ e S a ^dth day y and there preached the Word. 

What waa the iflue of his Sermon? That the Text in- 
formes Us. And when the lewes were gone out of the fyna- 

Verr*i> £?2> Mi * the Cj entiles be/ought that thefe words might bee 
-(reached againe the next Sabbath. Saint Paul aflented 
thereunto, and the next Sabbath day y as the Text tells us, 
came almofl the whole. City together y to heare the Word of 
God. It (eemes the Lords day was not growne^as yet into 

Verfw. any cr edit, efpecially not into the repute of the Jewijb 
Sabbath : for if it had, Saint Paul might eafily have told 
thefe Gentiles , (that is,fuch Gentiles as had beene conver- 
ted to the Iewijh Church ) that the next day would be a 
more convenient time, and indeed opus diei indie juo 9 the 
doftrine of the refurreftion, on the day thereof. This 
ftapned in the forty fat yearc of Chrifts Nativity r fome 

twelve: 
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twelve yeares after his Paflion and Refurreftion : and of- 
ten,aher this, did the A poftle (hew himfelfe in the lemfi 
fy m l°g Hes > on the Subbath dayes ; which I flhallfpeake 
of here together, that fo wee may goe on unto the reft of 
this difcourfe> with lefle interruption. Andfirft it was 
upon the Sabbath, that he did preach to the Vhilippians % 
and baptised Lydia with her houjhold, A Els \&. Amongft 
the The$alonians y he reafoned three Sabbath dayes together , 
out of the Scriptures- Aftslj. At Corinth every Sab- 
bath day y with the lewes and Cjreekes ; A Els 18. befides 
thofe many texts of Scripture,, wheait is faid of him that 
he went into the fynagogues, an! therefore probably that 
it was upon the Sabbath, as before wee faid. Not that 
Saint Paul was {o affe&ed to the Sabbath y as to preferre 
that day before any other: but that he found the people at . ^ i 
thofe times aflembled, and fo might preach the Word, 7 * 
with the greater profit. Saint Chryfojlome, for the, AncU 
ents hath refolved it fo ; j&a.v* Ji ™<ra££&T& iiwhbiv its r 
metyoyhyOTi 7idvTZ$Yi?cLv wvHteyy&voh He came mod fitly 
to.the Synagogue on the Sabbath dayes, becaufe the peo- 
ple then were all met. together-;., as the Father hath it. 
So Cahin y for the moderne Writers, makes this.the fpe- 
cull caufc of Saint P^&refort unto the places of aflem- lnAfi>i$. 
bly, on the Sabbath day, quod profeElum aliquem Jpera- 
bat ; becaufe in fuch concourfe of people,, he hoped the 
Word ©f (Sod would finde the better entertainemenr. 
Any thing rather to be thought,then that Saint PauLvtho 
had withftood fo ftoutly thofe falfe Apoftles, who would 
have ^>^wr/y/^andthe/^obferved; when there was 
nothing publickly determined of if.would after the de~ 
«)&tforibgreata Councell^ wherein the Law of Mofes 
was for ever abrogated, either himfelfe obferve the Sab* 
bath, for the Sabbaths {^kt-fixby his owne example teach 
the gentiles how to Iudaize, which he fo blamed in Saint 
Peter, The Sabbath, with the legal I ceremonies, didre- 
ceke their doome,a$ they related to the Gentile /, in that 

great 
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great Councell holden in Hierufalem? which though k 
was not untill after he had preached at Antiochid % on the 
Sabbath day-, yet was it ccrtainely before he had done the 
like,either at Pbitippos y Tbejfalonica 9 or at Corinth, 

(8) Fortheoccafionof that Councell, it was briefly 
this, Amongft thofe which had joyned themfelves with 
the Apo files, there was one Cerinthus • a fellow of a tur- 
bulent and unquiet fpirit, and a moft eager enemy of all 
thofe counccls, whereof himfelfc was not the Authour. 
This man had firft begun a fa&iort againft S. Peter, for 
going to Cornelius y and preaching life eternall unto the 
Gentiles ; and finding ill fuccefle in that, goes downe to 
Lttiftrff*M Antiochia, and there begins another agaiilft Saint Paul. 

This Epiphaniu* telsusof him, S <h r bmr Am- 

v*u rcS aya Ylkryto l&Hffti &<riihSi <&p)t Kopvfalov iiv ayiov. 

The like Philafler doth affirme, Seditionem fub ApoftolU 
<De Urcfi in co ™™ovifte ,that he had raifed a faftion againft the Apo- 
Cirimbo. ft le h which was not to be cruflied but by an Apoftolicall 
and gemrall Councell^ This man and thofe that came 
downe with him, were fo inamoured on the ceremonies 
and rites of cJJ/i?/<?j,that though they entertained the <7*- 
« £p*l,ytt they were loath to leave the taw : and therefore 
did refolve, it feemes, to make a mixture out of both. 
Hence taught they, that except all men were circumcifed 
after the manner of MofeSy they could not be faved. Where 
^jij'.x, note, that though they fpake onely of circumcifien, yec 
they intended all the law: Sabbaths, and other /^//ordi- 
nances^ what fort foever. Docuit Cerinthus otfervatio- 
nem legisy Mofaicdt necejfariam ejfe, cirtumciftonem y & 
Sabbata obfervanda y as Philafier hath it. Cerinthus 
taught, faith he, that the obfervation of Mofes law was 
neceflary ftill; Sabbaths and Circumcifion to be kept,as be- 
fore they were. The like faith Calvin on the place. 
Sola cjuidem circumcifo hie nominatur i fed ex contextu 
facile patet , eos de ma lege mwitfe controverftam i 

thowgh 
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though Circumcifion onclybc here named, yet it is e- 
vident from the context, that the obferving of the whole 
law was aimed at. The like Lorintu alfo arnongft the Ie- 
fuites ; Nomine circumcifionis reliqua lex tota intelligitur . 
Indeed the Text affirmes as much, where it is faide n ,^ r , lM , 
termesexpreffc, that they did held it needfall to circum- 
cife the people, and to command them to keepe the Law of 
Mofes ; whereof the Sabbath was a part For the decificn 
of this point, and the appealing of thofc controverfles 
which did thence arife, it pleated the Church direfted 
by the hylyGhoft, to determine thus ; that fuch arnongft 
the Gentiles, as were converted to the faith, Ihould 
not at all be burdened with the lawes of LMofes ; but 
orely lliould obferve fome necejfary things that they 
abfiainefrom things offered unto idols And from blond, and 
that which is firangled, and from fornication. And here ytrfij, 
it i* to be obferved 3 that the decree or Canon of this Comm. 
cell) did onely reach unto the Gentiles : as is apparant 
out of the proeme to the Decretall % which is directed to 
the brethren which are of the Gentiles \ and from the 2 u 
Chapter of the A&s, where it is faid, that as concerning 
the Gentiles which beleeve, "wee have written and deter mi* 
ntd> that they obferve nofuch thing, as the law of Mofes* 
So that for all that was determined in this C ounce 11, thofe 
of the lews which had embraced the faith of Chrifi, were v 
not prohibited, as yet* to obferve the Sabbath, and other 
parts of Mofes hw,as before they did : in which regard, 
S. JWcaufed Timothy to be cirenmcifed, becaufe hee AHa6.il 
would not fcandalize and offend the lewe$. The lews ■ 
were very much aflfe&ed to their antient ceremonies: and m AitM. iil 
Calvin rightly hath affirmed, Corrt^tonem^ ut diffcitis 
erat 3 itafubitameffe nonpotuifie, that a full reformation 
of that zeale of theirs, as it was full of difficulty, fo could 
it not be done upon thefudden. Therefore it pleafedthQ 
a$ it is conceived, in their fourth ComccllhoU 
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den at Hierufatem, mention whereof is made in the 2 r ; 
conclLTom.i. of the ARs % to make it lawfull foF the Iewesto retaine 
Bin, circumcifion^nd fuch legall rites, together with the faith 

in Chrifl. Qmmdw tentplum & facrificia legU in Hiem- 
falem flab ant , as long as the Iewijb Temple , and the lega.ll 
facrifices in Hierufalem, ftiould continue ftanding. Not 
that the/^i^/rof Cbrifl was not fufficientof it felfe, for 
their fal vation : Sed at mater fynagoga paulatim cum ho- 
norefefeliretur> but that the fjnagogue might be layed to 
fleepe,with the greater honour. But this,if foit was, was 
for no long time. For whereas the third Cottnceliholdcn 
in Hierufalem, againft Cerinthtt* and his party, was held 
in Anno 5 r .and this which now we fpeake of, Anno 5 8. 
the finall mine of the Temple was in 72. So that there 
was but one and twenty yeares, in the largeft reckoning, 
wherein the (hriflian lewes were fuffered to obferve 
their Sabbath : and yet not ( as before they did) as if it 
were a neceffary duty ; but as a thing indifferent onely. 
But that time come, the Temple finally deflroyed, and 
the legall ceremonies therein buried : it was accounted af- 
terwards both dangerous and hereticall, to obferve the 
Sabbath \\ or mingle any of the lemfi leaven - with the 
Epl.adAug. bread of life. S.Hierome roundly fo proclaimes it, Cere* 
monias Ittd&orum & perniciofas & pefliferas ejfe £hriftia~ 
##;,that all the Ceremonies ofthe lewes, (wherof before 
he named the Sab bath to be one, J were dangerous, yea 
and deadly too,to a Chriftian man ; Siveex lud&is ejfet % 
five ex Gentibns whether he were originally of the lewes, 
or Gmtiles. To which S.iAuftin gives allowance ,Ego banc 
vocem tnam omnino confirmo f in his reply unto S . Hierome. 
y That it was alfo deemed htreticall,to celebrate a Sabbath 

in the Chriflian "C^f^we fliaU'fee hereafter. 

(9) In the mcane time, we muft proceed in fearch of 
the Lords day ,and of the duties then performed: where* 
of we find? nothing yet, ■ by that name at.lcalt. The 
/■\ Scripture 
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Scripture tels ns fomewhat, that S.Prf*/'did at Troas % 
upon the firfi day of the weeks ; which happening much 
about this time, comes in this place to be confidered. 
The paffage in the Text ftands thus : Vpon the firfi day of 
the weeks when the dUfciples came together to breaks bread, ^ftio,?. 
Paul preached unto them ready to depart on the morrow y 
and continued his fpeechuntill midnight. Take notice here, 
that S.Paul had tarried there,/m?» ^w,before this hap* 
j^ened.Now in this Text there-are two things to be con- 
udered ; firft what was done upon that day ; and fecond- 
ly what day it was, which is there remembred. Firft for 
theaAion^t isfaidtobe^^^^/^^? which fome 
conclude* to be adminiftring the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper ;znd Pauls difcourfe which followed on it, to be a 
Sermon. Bat fure I am Saint Chryfofiome tels us plainely u locum* 
other wife ; who relates it thus> » fywUy&vat us J>j&tk>jlkI~ 
*^dVM.inw*8cc. Their meeting at that time, faith he, 1 
Cf was not efpecially to receive inftruftion from Saint- 
u P W,but to eat e bread with him, and there, upon oc- 
"cafion given, he difcourfed unto them. See, faith the 
c * Father, how they all made bold with Saint Pauls ta- 
"ble, as it had bcene common to them all : and as it 
* c feemes to me, faith he, Saint Paul fitting at the table 
did difcourfe thus with them. Therefore it feemes by 
him, that as the meeting was at an ordinary fupp:r ; fo 
the difcourfe there happening was no Sermon properly, 
butanoccafionalldifpute. Lyra affirmes the fame, anci 
doth glofle it thus. They cam* together to breaks bread y i.e m 
faith m.Pro re fettione corporally for the refe&ion and fup- 
port of their bodies onely : and being there, Paul prea- 
ched unto them, or as the Greeks and Lmtim have it, hee 
dijputed with them ; print eos reficiens pane verbi divini 3 
refreiliingofthem firft with the bread oflife. This alfo 
feemes to be the meaning of the Church o£En%land y who Cdmvfe 
in the margin of the Bible, allowed by Canon, doth 
tot the underftanding of this place, referre us unto 

the. 
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thefecondofthe A^s y ycxi.^6. where it is faidofthc 
difciples, that they did breathe their bread from houfe to 
houfe y and eat e their me ate together with joy and Jtngleneffe of 
heart : which plainly muft bee meant of ordinary and 
common meats. Calvm not onely fo affirmes it, but cen~ 
fures thofe who take it for the b*ly Supper ..Nam quodhic 

in A&* i . fraBionem pants nonnulli interpret ant ur facram ccenam^ alie* 
num mihi videtur a mente Luca 9 &c : that fome interpret 
the breaking of bread here mentioned, to bee the holy 
Supper : feemes unto me (faith he) to bee repugnant to 
S,Lukes meaning in that place, as he there difcourfeth. 
Then for the time,our Englijb reades it upon the firfi day 
of the 3iw4?,agreeablie unto the expofition of moft anci- 
ent Writers,and the vulgar Latin ; which here.as in the 
foure Svangelifis, doth call the firfi day of the weeke una 
Sabbati.Yct fince the Greeke phrafe is not fo perfpicuous, 
•but that it may admit of a various expofition, Srafmus 
renders it, by uno die fabbatomm^ & qu&dam die fabbato- 
rumfhdX. is, upon a certaine Sabbath : and fo doth Cal- 
vin too^and Pellican^nd Gualter ,all of them noted men, 
in their tranflations of that Text. Nor do they onely fb 
trarilate it,but frame their expofitions alfo to their tran- 
flation ; and make the day there mentioned, to bee the 

Zv fcnm Sabbath. Calvin takes notice of both readings, Vel proxU 
mum Sabbat o diem intelligit j vel unum quodpiam Sabba- 
tum ; cixhcv (faith he) S.Luke here meaneth the day next 
to the Sabbath,or eUe fome Sabbath day it ielfe For his 
part: he approves the laft, Quod dies ille a^abendum con- 
ventum aptior fuerit , becauie the Sabbath day was then 
moft fit,for the affemblies of the people. Gualter doth fo 
conceive it alfo, that they affembled at this time on the 

Ho m* 1 3 1 ♦ $ abb at h day, Si vi propter veterem morem hand dubie tunc 
temporis celebrior habebatur, as that which queftionlefle, 
Was then, of moft repute.and name amongft them. So 
that the matter is not cleare,as unto the day,if they may 
judge it. But take it for the firfi day of the weeke ,as the 
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Chap, il 



EngUJb reades it .* yet doth S. Aufiin put a fcruple,which 
may perhaps dihurbe the whole expeftation ; though 
otherwife hee br of opinion* that the breaking of the 
bread there mentioned, might have fome referrence or 
refemblance to the Lords Supper. Now this is that 
Which S.Atiftin tels us. Aut pofl feraBum diem Sabbati, 
noZli$ initio fuerunt conqre^4ti,qH& utiqne noxaddieifo Do- 
€C minicum,h % e % adunam Sabbati pertinebat,&c .Either ,{aith 
u he,they were aflembled on the beginning of the night, 
" which did immediately follow the Sabbath day, and 
** was to be accounted as a part of the Lords day, or firft 
f< day of the week* ;and breaking bread that night,as it is 
<c broken in the Sacrament of the Lords body, continued 
cr his difcotirfe till midnight, Vt lucefcenteproficifceretur 
« Dominico die^hzx. fo he might begin his journey, with 
fC the firft dawning of the Lords day ,which was then at 
€C hand.Or if they did not meete till the day it felfe,(ince 
u it is there expreffed,that he preached unto them,being 
cr to depart upon the morrow; we have the reafon why 
" he continued his difcourfefb long : viz. becaufe hee 
u was to leave them, St eos fufficienter inftruere cupebat 3 
"andhedefired toieflbn them fufficiently, before hee 
u left them . So farre S . Auftin. Chufe which of thefe 
you wil!,and there will bee but little found for f&n&ify- 
ing the Lords day, by Saint Tattl^t Troas. Tor if this mee- 
ting were upon Saturday night ; then made Saint Paul no 
fcruple of travailing upon the Sunday : or if it were on 
the Sunday find that the breakjngbread there mentioned 
were the celebration of the Sacrament, (which yet Saint 
Augufline faithnot in termes exprefle, but with a Jicut ) 
yet neither that,nor the difcourfe or fermon which was 
joyned unto it,were otherwife then occafionall onely, by 
reafon of Saint ^auls departure on the morrow after. 
Therefore no Sabbath, or eftdblijbedday of publikemee- 
ting,to be hence collected 
( io ) This aftion of Saint PoHlMTrotsjs placed by 

our 
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our Cronologers in Anno 57. of our Saviours birth • and 
that yeare alfo did he write his firft Epiftle to the Corin* 
thians % wherein amongft many other things, hee gives 
them this diredion, touching coUeUions for the poorer 
brethren at Hierufalem. Concerning the gathering for the 
Saints faithhCy as f have ordainedin the Churches of Ga~ 
latia^fo doe ye alfo. And how was that ? Every firft day of 
the week? Jet every one of yen fet aftde y by himfelfe, and lay 
up at God hath projperea him, that there tie no gatherings 
when Icome^This fome have made a principal! argument* 
to prove the inftitution of the Lords day to be by Apoftoli* 
call precept ;znd Apoftolicall though we fliould grant it, 
yet certainely it never can be proved fo,from this Text of 
Scripture. For what hath this to doe with a Lords day du« 
ties?or how may it appeare from henccthat the Lords day 
was ordered by the Apoftles to be weekly celebrated, in- 
ftead of the now antiquated lewifi Sabbath ? being an in- 
timation onely of Saint Taules defire, to the particular 
Churches of the Galathians and Corinthians , what hec 
would have them doe in a particular and prefent cafe.' 
'^&xx.i*?*9 -^^^hadfignified by the Spirit, that there Jhould be a 
great dearth over all the world x and thereupon the An~ 
tiochians purpofed to fend relief e> unto the brethren which 
dwelt in Judea. It is not to be thought that they made 
this collettion> on the Sunday onely ; but fent their com- 
mon bounties to them, when and as often as they pieafedj 
ColleElions for the poorefva themfelves confidered, are no 
Lords day duties;no duties proper to the day • and there- 
fore are not here appointed to be made in the congrega* 
tionjoux. every man is ordered to lay up fomewhat by him* 
felfe, as it were in ftore;that when it came to a foil round 
fumme, it might be fent away Unto Hierufalem. This 
being but a particular cafe , and fuch a *v?/£ as was to end 
with the occafioni can be no generall rule for a perpetuity I 
For might it not fall out, in time, that there might be no 
nay no Saints at all, in all Hierufalem j as when the 

Townc 
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Towne was razed by Adrian y ox after peopled by the Sa- 
racen} Surely if not before, yet then this duty was to 
ceafe, and no collettion to be made by thofe of Corinth % 
and confeq ently no Lords day to be kept amongft them, 
bccaufe no f in cafe cellettions for the Saints, as 
fome doe gather from this place, were a fufficient argu- 
ment to prove the Lords day inftituted by divine autho- 
rity. But let us take the Text with fuch obfervations, as 
havebeene made upon it by the Fathers. Vpon tkefirfii n : m m> 
day of the week?, i. e. as generally they conceive it,on the 
Lords day. And why on that ? Chryfoftome gives this rea^ 
cC fon of it, that fo the very day might prompt them to 
(t be bountiful/ to their poore brethren, as being that day 
<f whereon they had received fuch ineftimable bounties 
■fat the hands ofGW; in the refurrettionof our Saviour. 

" &i 9 TUvTn ytynv : as the Father hath it. What to bee 
€c done upon that day? Vnufquifque apud fe reponat, Let' 
* c let every man lay by himfelf,faith the Apoftle>* mW, 
fc Hi vLuu gmlkhMv wik-T* . Hee faith not; faith S. ft r ]l 0 - 
'f fyme, let every man bring it to the Church : And' 
fC wny. ? uM JW ri fJUK^ov euyuujay&u-, for feareleftfome 
" might be afhamed at the fmallnefle of their offering: 
i: but let them lay it by, faith he,and adde unto it weekc* 
<f by weeke, that atmycomming it may grow to a fit 
€e proportion. That there be no gathering when J ceme^ 
* % but that the money may be ready to be fent away, im- 
u mediately upon my comming : and being thus raifed 
iX up by little and little, they might not be fo fenfiblc 
cc thereof, a^ if upon his ^om^ing to th^m, it were to be lnl$CHm 
cc colleded aftat once, and up^the&dden,! VMpaulatim' 
referv antes non unahoragrav*rifeputent,zs Saint 
hath it. Now as it is moft cleare, that this makes no- 
thing for the Lords day, or the traniktionof the Sabbath- 
thereuntojby any Apfi§lkMfrecfft\ixi\^& not fo cleare, 1 
that this was done upon the firfi day eftkc mckg, but that - 

Cc it me 
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fomc learned men have made doubt thereof. C alvin up- 
on the place, takes notice howS. Chyfoftome expounds 
the^ 7ttC^% of the Apcftle,by/?r#»0 /Matt, the fir ft 
day of the week?, as the Englijh reades it : but likes it not, 
Cut ego nonajfentior,2Lshis phrafeis; conceiving rather 
this to be the meaning of S. Paul, that onfome Sabbath 
day or other, untill his comming every man fhould lay 
up fomewhat towards the ca/lettion. And in the fecond of 
his Inftitutes, heaffirmes exprefly; that the day deftinate 
by Saint Taulto thefe Collections, was the Sabbath day. 

Cap S m.jj The like doe Vittorinus Strigelius, Hunnius ,and Aretittr. 

Proteftant Writers alLnotc upon the place. Singulis fab- 
bat is, faith Strigelius*per fingula faibata* y io Aretins^ die- 
bus fabbatorum, faith Egidim Hunnius : all rendring 
flla,v ^clCCxth > on the Sabbath dayes. More largely 
yet, Hemingius ,who in his Comment on the place, takes 
it indefinitely for any day in the weeke, fo they fixed on 
one, Vuh enim ut quilibet cert urn diem, in feptimana,con~ 
ftituat, in quo apudfe fepoHat, quod irrogaturm eft infau* 
€t peres. It was the meaning of S. Paul, faith he, that e- 
cc very one fhould refolveof fomeday conftantiy in 
c< very weekejitt which to lay afide,by himfelfe at home, 
ff what he intended to beftow among thepoore. Take 
which you will, either the Fathers y or the Moderns, and 
we fliall finde no Lords D ay mArtmcd by any Afoftolkall 
^Mandate- no Sabbath fet on foote by them upon the fir ft 
day ^ftheweeke^iomz would haveit; much leflbthae 
any fuch Ordinance fhould bee hence collefted, outo£ 
thefe words of the Apoftle, 

( u ) Indeed it is not probable, that hee who fo op-" 
pofed hiBiTdfe. againft the old Sabbath., would eredt a 
***** This had not beene to abrogate the ceremony ^utta 
change the dayi whereas he laboured, what he could^ 
to beate downc all the difference of dajes and times x 
which hadfceene formerly obferved. In his Epiftte to 
the GafothvtoS) written in Am* 39, he layes ft hom'd 

unto 
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unto their charge, that they obferved dayes* and months, 
and tim~s, and j earn; andfeemes a little to bewaile his cap. 4.tuo, 
owne misfortune, as if he had beftowed his Ubwr in 
amongft them. 1 know it is conceived by fome, 
that Saint Paul fpake it of the obfervation of thofe dayes 
and times, which had bcerie ufed among the Gentiles ^nd 
fo had no relation to the Jerrijh Sabbath, or any diffe- 
rence of times obferved amongft therm Saint Ambrofe fo 
conceived it, and fo did Saint Augustine. Dies obfervant, 
quidicunt craftino non eft proficifcendumy &c m They ob- in tecum, 
"ferve dayes, who fay,I will not goe abroad to morrow, 
€t or begin any worke upon fuch a day, becaule of fomfc 
"unfortunate alped, as Saint Ambrofe hath it. From him 
it {eemcs,S.Auguftine learnt it,who in his 1 1 p Epiftle di- 
reftly falls upon the very fame expreflion. Eos inculpat 
qui dicunt, non proficifcor quia pofterus dies eft, nut quia tu- 
na fic fertur; vel proficifcar ut projpere cedat^ quia ita feha- 
bet pofitio fydcrum,&ci He reprehends thofe men who 
"fay, I will not goe abroade becaufe it is an unluckie 
€t day, and the moone is in fuch a figne : or I will goe 
€€ abroad this day for good luckes fake,becaufe the ftarres 
u are in a fortunate aipeft. The like conceit he hath in 
his Enchiridion, ad Laurentium, cap. 79. But what- 
fbever Saint Ambrofe did, Saint Auguftine lived I am 
fure to correft his errour : obferving very rightly that 
his former doflrine could not confift with Saint Pauls 
purpofe in that place, which was to beate downe that 
efteeme which the levees had amongft them of the 
Mofakall Ordinances, their New-moones and Sabbaths * 
I fiiall report the place at large foHihe better cleering of 
the point. Fulgatijfimut eft gentilium error, ut vel in 
agendU rebus, vclexpctlandis eventibus vita ac negothrum 
fuorum ab Aftrologis & Cbaldais notatos dies obfervent. 
u It is, faith hee, a common errour of the Gentiles, 
i€ that in the undertaking of any bufineffe, of in ex- 
f f pe6ting the event of their undertakings, they take 

Cc 2 efpe- 
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"cfpcciall notice of thofc dayes, which their lAftro/t- 
u gcrs have noted for good or cvilljhis was the ground 
whereon he built his former crrour. Then followeth the 
corrc<5Kon of it, Fortajfe tamen non opt** eft ut hac de 
Gentiliumerroreintelligamui^ ne intent ionem can/a (marke 
that J quamabexordio fufceptamad fnemufque perdncit, 
fubito in aliud tenure detorquere velle videamur^ fed de 
hispotit* de quibus cavendis eum agere per tot am Epiftolam 
apparet. Nam & Iud&i ferviliter obfervant dies & 
merifes & annos & tempora, incarnali obfervattone Sab- 
c< bati, &neomenU, &c. But yet perhaps; faith hee, it is 
^not neceflary that wee fhould nnderftand this of 
"the gentiles, left fb wee vary from the fcope and 
Cf purpo(e of the Apoftle ; but rather ofthofe men, of 
<f the avoyding of whofc do&rines, hee feemes to 
^treate in all this Epiftle, which were the lewes* 

Cap&ttj " who in their carnall keeping of New-moones and Sab- 
"baths , did obferve dayes and yeares, and times, hee 
here objefteth. Compare this with Saint Hieromes 
preface to the Galathians, and then the .matter will 
hee clecre ; that Saint ¥aul meant not this of any 
Heathenijb , but of the lewifi observation of dayes and 
times. Sointhe Epiftle to the Colojfians , writ in the 
fixtieth yeare after Chrifls Nativity, hee layes it po- 
fitively downe, that the Sabbath was now abrogated 
with the other ceremonies- which were to vanifh at 

Co!of.2 16. Chrifls comming. Let noman judge you, faiththe Apo- 
ftlc, in meate and drink? , or in reffetl of an holy , or 
of the New-moone , or of the Sabbath dayes, which are a 
Jhadow of things, to conlf^ but the body u ofchrifl. In which 
the Sabbath is well matched with meates and drinkes, 
new-moones and holy-dayes, which were all temporary or- 
dinances, and to goe off the ftage at our Saviours Exit, 
Now wheras fome,that would be thought great fticklers 
for the Sabbath y conccivc that this was fpoken^ot of the 
rveekgly mor all Sabbath^ they call it,whichmuft be per* 

pctuallj 
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petuall ; but of the annnall ceremonial! Sabbaths , which 
they acknowledge to be abrogated: this new devife 
dire&ly crofleth the whole current of the ancient Fathers 
who doc apply this Text to the weekdj Sabbath. It is fuf- 
ficient in this point, to note the places. The Reader may 
perufe themes his leifure is,and looke on Epiphan. UM- 
3 3. *. 1 1. Ambrofe upon this place. Hierome Epiftle 
adAlgaf. qu. 10. Chryfoft. horn, 13. in Hebr. 7. Anguft. 
cont.IncUoscap.i. & C6nt*TauftfjManich,i % \6S 28. 1 end PrzfatjnGa* 
this lift with that of Hierome, Nnllm Apoftoli fermo eft [at ^focaLio 
vel per Spiftolam y velprafentiSy in quonon labor et docere 
mtiqua legis onera depofita y & omnia UUqtta in typis & 
imaginibm pracejfere, i. e. otium Sabbati, circumclfionis 
injnriam, Kalendarnm, & trium per annum folennitatum 
reenrfus, &c. gratia Evangelii fnbrepente, cejfajje. There 
(< is, faith he,no Sermon of the Apoftles,either delivered 
cc by Epiftle, or by word of mouth, wherein he labours 
" not to pro vc, that all the burdens of the Law,are now 
<c laid away; that all thofe things which were before 
cC in types and figures, namely, the Sabbath, Circnmci- 
? fion* the New-moones, and the three folemne Fejlivals, 
<c did ceafe upon the preaching of the GofpelL 

(12) And ceafe it did upon the preaching of the 
Cjojptll; infenfibly and by degrees; as before we faid: 
not being afterwards obferved, as it hadbeene former- 
ly, or counted any neceflary part of Gods publickc wor- 
fhip. Onely fome ufe was made thereof, for the en- 
largement of Gods Church;by reafon that the people had 
bin accuftomed to meet together on that day,f or the per- 
formance of religious, and fpirituall duties. This made it 
more regarded then it would have been,elpecially in the 
JZafterntpMts of: Greece and Afia, where the Provinciall 
Iewes were fomewhat thick difperfed: and being a great 
acceflion to the Gojpell, could not fo fuddenly forfakc 
their ancient cuftomes, Yetfo, that the fir ft day of thd 
weeks, began to grow into fome credit, towards the en- 

Cc j ding 
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ding of this Age i fcfpecially after the final! defolation of 
ffierufalem and the Temple, which hapned Anno 72 of 
Chrifts Nativity. So that the religious obfervation of this 
day beginning in the Age of the Apoftles, no doubt but 
with their approbation and authority, and fince conti- 
nuing in the fame refpeft for fo many Ages; may be ve- 
ry well accounted anlongft thofe Apoftolicafl traditions, 
which have beene univerfally received in the Church of 
God. For being itwas the day which our Redeemer honou- 
red with his refurrettion, it eafily might attaine unto that 
efteeme, as to be honoured by the Chriftians, with their 
fuUkks meetings : that fo they might with greater com- 
fort preferve and cherifti the memorial of fo great a mer- 
cie;in reference unto which the Worlds Creation feemed 
not fo confiderable. Byreafon of which worke wrought 
on it, it came, in time to bee entituled, ^r' i£oyp 9 the 
WpoftfU©. .fords day i which attribute is firft found in the Revelati- 
on, writ by Saint Mw, about the 94 yeare of our Savi- 
ours birth* So long it was before wee finde the Church 
tooke notice of it by a proper name. For I perfwade my 
felfe,thathad that day beene deftinate,at that time,to re- 
ligious duties; or honoured with the name of the Lords 
dtof, when ^Paul preached at Troas 9 or write to the Co- 
rinthians , which at before wee fhewed was in 5 7. nei- 
ther Saint Lnkg, nor the Apoftle had fopaffed it oyer, 
and called it oncly the firft day of the weeks > as they 60th 
have done. And when it had this attribute affixed unto 
it,it onely was kay 4£<™>. as before we faid;by reafon,of 
©ur Saviours refitrreEHon performed upon it: and not ex- 
clusively of ail other dayes, as if all other dayes were not 
the Lords as well asthis; or that the Congregation might 
not beaffembled, as well on them, as on the other. For 
firft it was not called the Lords Bay exclufively, but by 
way dfemUtenciz, in reference to the refrrreftion onely: 
lif/d%i. all other dayes being the /^//afwtll as this, Primafa6- 
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batifignificat diem c Dominicam,efuo Uomintu refurrexit,& 
refurgendo ijli feculo fubvenit, mundumque ipfo die creavit, 
qmob excellentiamtawtimiraculi proprte dies Domini fa 
<tfpellatur y \ % e. diesDomini; quamvis omnes funt Domini. 
So Bruno Herbipolenfts hath refolved it. The firfi day of 
u theweke,{2L\\hh£ y doth fignifie the Lords day, on the 
f*. which he rofe;and by fo rifing brought great comfort 
c< to this worlds, which on that day he h?d created: 
u which day by reafonof the excellencic of fo great a 
<c miracle, we call the Lords day^ though indeed all daies 
Jt bt the Lords* And next, it was not fo defigned for th e 
ipubikke meetings q{ the Church , as if they might not bee 
^ffeaibled, as well on every day 3 as this. For as Saint 
Hierome hath determined, omnes dies aquales funt y nec 
per parafceventantum Chriftumcrucifigi, & die Dominica Ia 
refUrgere^fed femper fanUumrefurretlionis ejfe diem, & 
femper eum came vefci Dominica, &c* All dayes, are 
equal! in themfelves; as the Father tells us. Chrifi 
*• was not crucified on the Friday onely, nor did hee rile 
* r orielyupon the Lords day : but that we may make Cr 
very day, the holy-day ofhisrefurreaion- and every 
day eate his bleffed body, in the Sacrament. When 
** therefore certaine dayes were publickly affigned by 
f* Godly for the affemb lies of the Church, this was 
* € done onely for their fakes,^** magis feculo vacant qump 
Deo, who had more minde unto the World, then to 
4C him that made it, and therefore either could not;6r ra - 
u ther would not, every day aflemble in the Church of 
*» God. Vpon which ground, as they, thofe godly men 
whom S. Hieromeifc^Qs of, made choice of mis, fcven 
in the A§e of the Apoftles) iot one, bumfotoKtSwiwr. 
rofe that day,- fromamongft the dead ; fo;chofe they Fri- 
day for another, by reafon of oiir Saviours paffion^ and 
Wednesday y Qi\t\\t which he had heene betrayed: the Sdr 
tmday&t ancient Sabbath y bcing nucancrwhite retained in 
the Eaftfrtfe Church* j^Nay yiri the primitive times,e*cep- 

C c 4 ting 
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ting in the heat of perfection, they met together every 
day, for the receiving of the Sacrament : that being forti- 
fied with that viaticum, they might with greater courage 
encounter death,if they chanced to meete him.So that the 
greateft honour, which, in this Age, was given the firfi 
dzy of the weeke,or Sunday, is that about the clofe thereof 
they did begin to honour it with the name and title of the 
Lards Day; and made it one of thofe fet dayes, whereon 
the people met together for religious exercifes. Which 
their religious exercifes when they were performed, or if 
the times were fuch that their aflemblies were prohibi- 
ted,and fbnone were performed at all : it was not held 
unlawfull to apply themfelves unto their ordinary la- 
boiirs^as we fhalllee annon in the following Ages. For 
whereas fome have gathered from this Text of the Re^ 
ue/atioHy from Johns being in the ffirit on the Lords Day 9 
as the phrafe there is; that the Lords Day is wholy to bee 
fpent in fpirituall exercifesx that their conceit might pro- 
bably have had fome (hew of likelihood, had it been faidl 
by the Afoftle, that he had beene in the ffirit every Lords 
Day. But being, as it is, a particular cafe, it can make no 
rule;unlefle it be that everyman on the Lords Dayjtiaali 
hwtdreatnes and vijions, and be inspired that day, with 
the ffirit of prophecy, no more than it it had bcene told us^ 
upon what day S.Paul had been rapt up into the third hea* 
w*jevery man fliould upon that day,expcA the like celt* 
fliall raptures. Addc here,how it i$ thought by fome, that 
the Lords*Day here mentioned , is not be interpreted of 
Qomsmte the firs! day t>f the week?, as weufctotakeit; butof the 
Jiitaf .6, day of his lafi. camming, of the day of judgement , wherein 
all flefh (hall come^ together to receive their fenterare* 
which being called the Lords day too, in holy Scripture 
(that/0 the f pint may befaved in the day of the Lord, t Cor* 
5 #5 } S. John mightfee it, being rapt in ffirit, as if come 
already. But touching thi& wee wilt not meddle y lee 
$hcm that owneaty looks unto it % the rather 

fince 
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fince SJohn hath generally beene expounded in the other 
fence, by Aretas and Andreas Cafarienjis upon the place, 
by Bede de rat, temp. ^.5 # and by the fuffrage of the Church 
the beft expofitour of Gods Word; wherein this day,' 
hath conftantly fince the; time of that Afo$U y beene ho- 
noured with that name, above other dayes. Which day, 
how it was afterwards obferved, and how farre different 
it was thought from a Sabbath day $ht profecutxon pfthis 
ftory will make dcare smd evident. 



SHAK 
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CHAP. II. 
Ia what eftate the Lords ^j/ftood,from the 
death of the Apoftks to the reigne 
of Cmjhntine* 

(1) Touching the orders fetled by. the ApofHcs,/*** 
Congregation. (i)The Lords day W ^ Saturday, 
feftivals, £0*6 obferved in the Eaft, in Ignatius 
time. (3) The Saturday not without great difficulty, made 
a falling day. ( 4) The Controverfie about keeping Eafter; 
and how much it conduceth to the frefent bufineffe. (5) J he 
feaft 0/Eafter not affixed to the Lords day, without much 
cppofition ef the Eafterne Churches, (6) what Iuftin 
Martyr; and Dionyfius of Corinth, have left m of the 
Lords day ; Clemens of Alexandria, his diflike thereof 
(TO Vpqn,vphat grounds i the Chriftians of 'the former timet, 
xpdtop-jy, ftanding, on the Lords day, and the time of 
Pentecoft. ( 8 ) What is recorded by Tertullian, of the 
Lords day; and the ajfemb lies of the Church. (9) Origen f 
as his mafler Clemens had done before, dijlikes fet dayes 
for the afimblie. (io)S k Cyprian what he tells us of the 
-Lords day; and of tfe reading of the Scriptures in S. Cy*. 
prfans time. (11) Of other holy fay CS, eft ablijhed in thefi 
three firft ages ^and that they were obferved as folemnely, as 
the Lords day was. (11) The name of Sunday often u fed 
for the Lords fay, by the primitive Chriftians; but the Sab- 
btthnever, 

(O 

EE Jliejved you in the former Chapter, 
whatever doth occurre in the AEls and 
^Monuments of the ssfpoftles, touching 
the Lords day y and the Sabbath : how that 
the one of them was abrogated, as a part 
gfthc^^ofc-^f^/j the other rifing by degrees from 

the 
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theruines of it, not by authority divine, for ought ap* 
peares,but by authority of the Church. As for the du- 
ties of that day, they were mod likely fuch, as formerly 
had beene ufed in the Itwijh Synagogues % reading the 
Law and Prophets openly, to the Congregation; and af- 
terwards expounding part thereof, as occafion was; cal- 
ling upon the Lord their God, for the continuance of his 
mercies; and finging Pfalmes and Hymnes unto him, 
as by way of thankefulneffe. Thefe the Affiles found in 
the Jewifh £hurch, and well approving of the fame, as 
they could not otherwife; commended them unto the 
care of the difciples; by them to be obferved, as often as 
they met together, on what day foever. Firft for the rea- 
ding of the taw, Origen faith exprefly that it was ordered ln 2o fi iom > 1 * 
io by the Apoftles; ludaicarum hifioriarum libri traditi 
funt ab Afoftelis legendi in Eccleftis, as he there informes 
us.To this was joyned in trad of time, the reading of the 
holy G of pell, and other Svangelieall 'writings ? it being 
ordered by S.Teter, thatS. Marks Gofpellftouldbee _ „ 
read in the Congregation, as Eufebiw tells us; and by S> 1 
Paul, that his Epiftle to the Thejfalonians Jhouldbe reade 
unto all the holy brethren; and alfo, that to the Cohffians, 1 rm f c ^ 
to be read in the £hurches of the Laodiceans : as that from ver%l? ' 
Lrtodicea> in the Church of the (foloffians. By which ex- 
ample not onely all the writings of the Apojlles, but ma«> cmluv^i 
ny of the writings of Afoftolicall men, were publickely 
read unto the people -and for that purpofe one appointed 
to exercife the minifterie af a Reader, in the congregati- 
on. So antient is the reading of the Scriptures in the 
Church of God. To this by way of Comment or applica* 
tion, was added as we fi&de by S. Pauls direftions, the 
ufe of prophecie or preaching, interpretation of the Scrip* 
tures, to edifying, and to exhortation, and to comfort vthis lCor J 4^.J 
exercife to be performed with the head uncovered-, as well 
the Preacher, as the hearer. Every man fraying or propbc* 1 Cor.ij;^, ;. 
eying with his head l cevered } difbonoumh his httd, as the 

ApoftU 
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Apoftle hath informed us. Where wee have publieke 
friers alfo for the Congregation : the Prleft to offer to 
the Lord, the prayers and fupplications of the people;and 
they to fay Amen unto thofe prayers, which the Prieft 
made for them. Thefe to conteine in them all things ne- 
ceffarie for the Church of God, which are the fubjeft of 

x Tim. 2. all fupplications, prayers, inter ceffons^ and giving of thanks : 
and to extend to all men alfo, efpecially unto Kingi and 
fuch as be in authority, that under them we majf be god- 
ly and quietly governed, leading a peaceable life in all god- 
linep and bonefly. For the performance of which Iaft 
duties, with the greater comfort, it was difpofcd that 
P f times *xA Hymnes fhould bee intermingled with the 
reft of the publieke fervicetwhich comprehending what- 
soever is moft excellent in the book of God, and being as 
So many notable formes of praife and prayer, were cheer- 

tcor.u it* anc * mznimou ^y t0 bee fung amongft them. And 
' thereupon S. Paul reprehended thofe of Corinth jn that 
they joyned not with the affembly , but had their pfalmes 
untothemfelves. Whereby itfecmes that they had left 
the true ufe of pfatmes, which being fo many acclamati- 
ons,exultations, and holy provocations, to give God the 
glory; were to be fung together by the whole affcmbly; 
their finging at that time, being little more, than a melo- 
dious kindeofpronuntiation, fuch as is commonly now 
ufed in finging of the ordinarie pfalmes and prayers, in 
Cathedrall Churches. And fo it ftood, till in the entrance 
of this age, Ignatius Bilhop of Antiochia, one who was 
converfant with the Apoftles, brought in the ufe of fing- 
ing alternatim } courfc by courfc, according as it ftill con- 
tinues in our publieke Quires, where one fide anfwers to 
another: fomefliew whereof is left in Parochial/ Chur- 
chesi in which the Minifter and the people anfwere one 
another, in their feverall turnes. To him doth Socrates 

UiflMtX. rcferre it,and withallaffirmesthathefirft Iearn't it ofthe 
Angels > whom in a vifion he had heard to fing the praife 
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of God, after fuch a manner 1 l*wl*v ilAv i!yi\w 9 M 

ffi dntf iwv vpvcov TUjud^icLv tti<L£<t< vy.vivTav; as that Author 

hath it. And where Theodoret doth refcnc it to Flavia- Hi/U.i.e,n* 

nw y and T>iodorus y Priefts of Antiochia y during the buft- 

lings of the Arian Hereticks; and 7/atwa unto Damafus u bamafa 

Pope of Rome ; Theodoret is to be interpreted of the refti- 

tution of ihis cuftome, having beene left oft; zn&Tlatina 

of the bringing of it into the Wefterne Churches, For 

that it was in ufe in Ignatius time, ( who fuftered in the 

time of Trajan) and therefore probably began by him, 

as is {aid by Socrates*, is evident by that which Plinie fig- 

nifiedto thefelfefame Trajan-, where hee informes him 

of the Cnriftians, gmd foliti ejfent ftato die, ante lucem 

convenire, earmcnque Chrifio, tanauam Deo 9 dicere y fc- 

« cuminvicem,&c. Their greateft crime fayd he, was 

« this, that ataccrtaine day, ("but what that day was 

cc that he tells not) they didmeete together before day- 

cc light; and there finghymmes to Chrifias unto a God, 

c « one with another in their courfes ; and after binde them- 

u felves together by a common Sacrament, not unto any 

iC wicked or unjult attempt; but to live orderly without 

«* committing robberie, theft, adultery, or the like of- 

" fences. 

(2 ) Now for the day there meant by Pliny, it muft 
be Saturday or Sunday, if it were not both: both of thern 
being inthofetime, andinthofe parts where Pliny li- 
ved,in efpeciall honour;as may be gathered from Ignatius 
who at that time fiourifihed. For demonftration of the 
which, we muft firft take notice, how that the world , as 
then, was very full of dangerous fancies, and hereticall 
dotages : whereby the Church was much difquieted, 
and Gods worftiip hindred. The £bionites y theyftood 
bard for the Iewijh fabbatb, and would by all meanes 
have it celebrated, as it had beene formerly 1 oWerving 
yet the Lards day y as the Chriftians did, in honour of the 
reforrettion of our Lord and Saviour. Kmtq P> o£CC#rav a 
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vLncdslmTttev, as Eufebins tells. They kept faith he the 
iu!U ^Sabbath and the /wi/S intimites in the fame manner 

"asthe/ro^J ; and the Lords d.tycs they celebrated as 
• c the Chriftians did in memorie of our Redeemers reftir- 
redion. The like faith Epiphanius of them, L \ % Hstref. 
jo.n.z. And on the other fide there was a fort of Hcre- 
tickes in the E aft erne parts, ( whereof iee Irenxus lib i . 
ca. 2 o. t r . 2 2. 2 3 . 24. c£ 2 j.) who thought that this world 
being corruptible; could not be made but by a very evill 
Author. Therefore as the Iewes&A by the fcftivall fo- 
lemnitieof their Sabbath, rc/oyce inG^d that created 
the world, as in the Author of all goodneflc; fo they in 
hatred of the maker of the world, forro wed and wept, 
and faded on that day, as being the birth day of all evill. 
And whereas Cbriftan men of found bcleefe, did foiem- 
nize the Snndaj in a joyfull memory of Cbrifts refur- 
reEtion ; fo iikewife at the felfefamc time, fuch Her nicks 
asdenyed the refnrreElion, did contrary to them that 
held it; and fafted, when the reft re/oyced. For the ex- 
• prefllng of which two laft herefies, it was affirmed by 
Ignatius with fuch zeale and earneltneflb, u m Kvejuutm; 

If any one didfaft either upon the^r^^.or xhzfabbath, 
except one fabbath in the yeare, (which was E after Eve) 
he was a murderer of Chrift. So he in his Epiftle ad PhU 
, 6 K Hfpnfes. The Canons attributed to the Apofths, take no- 
4,4 "'' % tice of the mtfdcmcanour, though they condemne it not, 
with fo high a cenfure: it being in them onely ordered, 
that if a Clergie-man offended in that kinde, hefhould 
be degraded; i/$ A»yi*,a>p/(i&y> if any of the Laitie, 
they Chould be excommunicated. Which makes mee 
marvell, by the way, that thofe which take fuchpaincs 
to juftifie IgnatUa y as TSaroniw doth, in Anno 5 7. of his 
Grand Annals : (hould yet condemne this Canon, of 

impofturc, 
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impcll»re, v hkh is not fo fevtre as JfftMtw is ; or,ely be- 
caufeitfpeakes agamft the Sanrdayes faft. W hereof 
confult the <±SmaIs Anno ic2. Now as Ignatius labours 
here, to advance the Sabbath, in oppofition of thofe he- 
retickes before remembred; making it equally a feflivali 
with the Lords (fa): fo being to dcale with thofe, which 
too much magnified the Sabbath, and thought the Chri- 
flans bound unto it, as the /^wshad beene; hee bends 
him felfe another way, and refolves it thus.Mmr/ %v 
Cci-nfyjjfy i^jktk^, ck yjLi&\\H>&t- let us notkeepe 
"the Sabbath in a Z^/yS manner, in flothand idlenefle; 
cc for it is written that he that tvitl not labour Jhall not 
€€ eate» and, in the fweatof thy browes fhalt thon eatethj 
u bread. But let us keepe it after a fpirituall faftiion,not 
Ci in bodily cafe, but in the fiudie of the law ; not ea- 
"ting meate dreft yefterday, or drinking latewarmc 
" drinkes, or walking out a limited fpace, or fetling our 
delights as they did, on dauncing; but in the contempla- 
tion of the workes of God . K«i $7}**$6*7ie**> koflaCiTa 

*m$ pMo^p/c©" tIw Mftdutlw, tIw dvareifftfavr rlw @cL<rtKtJ s ct y 

vIwCtcltcvW TetfZv ju*i&t t &c. And after wee havefb 
€ * kept the faUath, let every one that loveth Chrift,keep 
" the Lords day feftivall, the refurre<ftion day, the Queen 
€c and Emprefle of all dayes; in which cur life was raifed 
c< againe, and death was overcome by our I ord and^a- 
* c viour . So that we fee, that he would have both rfaies 
obferved ; the Sabbath firft, though not as would the 
JEbionites, in a lewifi fort: and after that the Lerds day 9 
which he fo much magnifieth, the better to abate that 
highefteeme, which fbme had caft upon the Sabbath. 
Agreeable unto this we finde, that in the ConfiitutionicA 
the Affiles ,for by that name they pafle,though not made 
by them, both dayes are ordered to bee kept holy, one in 
inemoriall of the Creation, the other of ihtRefurreftiw* 
to vclCCcltqv ^ tytluj MJpktYtiv ifljp-rrffsrgv hi ri' p^o fnpuKfyictt 

vTluwucLy n $Mtffam. Sec the like 3 which 
n*ore hereafter, ( 3 j And 
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( 3 ) Aud fo it was obferved in the Eafierne parts, 
where thofe of the dijpertionhid tooke up their feats;and 
having long time had their meetings on the S Math dzy % 
■could not fo eafily bee perfwadei from it. But in the 
jVefierne Churches in the which the lewes were not fo 
confidcrable, and where thofe heretickcs before remem- 
bred,had beene hardly heard of,it was plainly other wife : 
that day not oncly not being honoured with their pub- 
lickc meetings, but deftinate to a fctled or a conftant faft. 
Some which have looked more nearely into the reafons 
of this difference, conceive that they appointed this day 
for falling in memory of Saint Peters conflidt withi/- 
mon Magus: which being to be done on a Sunday follow- 
ing, the Church of Rome ordained a folemne faft on the 
day before.the better to obtaine Gods blefling in fo great 
% bufinefle: which falling out as they defired, they kept it 
for a fading day for ever after. Saint Aufiine fo relates it, 
as a generall and received opinion, but then hee addes, 
Quod earn ejfe falfapi perhibeant plerique Romania That 
very many of the Romans did take it onely for a fable. As 
for Saint Aufiine, he conceives the reafon of it, to be the 
feverall ufes which men made of our Saviour* retting in 
the grave, the whole Sabbath day. F or thence it came to 
pafle, faith he, that fome, efpccially the Safierne people, 
*Ad requiem fignificandam mallent relaxare jejuninm , to 
fignifie and denote that reft, did not ufe to faft: whereon 
the other fide, thofe of the Church of Rome £nd : fome 
Weft erne Churches y kept it alwaycs fading, 'Propter hu- 
milit at em mortis Domini, by rcalonthat our Lord, that 
dayjay buried in the fleepe of death. But as the Father 
comes not home unto the reafon of this ufage, in the 
. Eafierne countries; foinmymindc Pope lnnodent gives 
i likelier reafon for the contrary cuftomc,in the rvefieme 
For in a Decretal/ by him made, touching the keeping of 

cmtLTom i- this faft, he gives this reafon of it unto 'Decentius Engu- 
bkwswho qefired it of him,bccaufe that day and the day 

before 
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before, were fpent by the Apofiles in griefe and heavt- 
ncfle. Nam conflat Apoftslos biduo ifio & in mcerore fu? 
ijfe> & propter metum ludtorum ft occuluitfe, as Ills words 
there are. The like faith Platina that Innoccntim did or- 
daine the Saturday or Sabbath to be alwaies fafted,,^/*/ 
tali die Chrifius in fepulchrojacuijfet, & quod difcipuli e'jtu 
"jejunajfent ; Becaufe our Saviour lay in the grave that 
"day,and it wasfafted by his difciples. Not that it was * nlnmtn% * 
not fafted before fnhocents time, as fome vainely thinke: 
but that being formerly an arbitrary praftice oneIy,it was 
by him intended for a binding Law.Now as the African 
and the Wefteme Churches were feverally devoted either 
to the Church of Rome, or other Churches in the Safi ; 
fo did they follow in this matter, of the Sabbaths faft, 
the practice of thofe parts,to which they did moft adhere. 
Millaine though neere to Rsme, followed the practice of 
the Eafix which (hewes how little power the Popes then 
had,even within Italy it felfe. Paulinus tels us alfo of S. 
Ambrofejhzt he did never ufe to dine, nijidie Sabbati& 
f bominico;&c. but on the Sabbath, the Lords day, and on ln vita ^ mbfi 
the Anniverfaries of the Saints and Martyrs. Yet fo, that 
when he was at Rome, hee ufed to doe as they there did; 
fubmitting to the orders of the (burch, in the which hee 
was. Whence that fo celebrated fpeech of his, Cum hie 
fum, nonjejuno Sabbat 0 : cum Rom<t fumjejuno Sabbato : at 
Rome he didsat MUlaine he did not fait the Sabbath, Nay, 
which is more, Saint Auguftine tels us, that , many times E $ 6 
in Africa, one and the felfe Church, at leaft the feverall 
Churches in the felf-fame Province; had fome that dined 
upon the Sabbath, and fome that fafted. And in this dif- 
ference it ftood a long time together, till in the end the 
JRomane Church obtained the caufe; and Saturday became 
a/*/?,almoft through all the parts of the Weftern world. 
I lay the Wefierne world,and of that alone : 1 he E*fcmt 
Churches being fo ferre from altering their ancient cu- 
ftomej that in chci&c Counceilaf ConpnpinopU 7 hnno 
> Dd °9h 
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tfp2,they did admonifti thofe of Rome to forbeare fafting 
on that day,upon paine of cenfures. Which I have noted 
here, in its proper place,that we might know the better 
how the matter ftood, betweene the i>r<& day y and the 
Sabbath^aow hard a thing it was for one to get the mafte- 
ry of the other t both dayes being in themfelves indiffe- 
rent for lacred ufes ; and holding by no other tenure ,then 
by the courtefie of the Church. 

( 4 ) Much of this kinde was that great conflict be- 
tweenethe Eaft and Weft erne Churches, about keeping 
E after \ and much alike conduced, as it was maintained, 
unto the honour of the Lords day y or negleft thereof, 
The Pajfeover of the lewes, wa$ changed in the Afoftles 
times, to the Feaft oFEafter ; the annivcrfary memori- 
-allofour Saviours refurretlion : and not changed oncly 
in their times, but by their authority. Certaine it is that 
they obferved it, for Policarfns kept it, & 'Ww xjv jff 
•toiww dvy&iw, both with Saint Job» 9 and with the reft 
of the Apoftles y as lren&ns tels us in Eufebius Hiftory. 
Lib t>c.i6. The like P o/icratesz ffivmcs of Saint c Philij>2X(o ; whereof 
{£tSnfebJt$s % \^ Nor was the difference which arofe 
in the times fucceeding, about the Feftivall it felfe ; but 
for the time, wherein it was to be obferved.Thfc Safterne 
ChurcheSjfollowingthecuftomeof Hieru[alem, kept it 
<!ire<5Hy at the fame time, the fewes did their I'afeover; 
and at Hierufalem they fo kept it ( the Bifhops there for 
•fifteene feverall iucceflions, being of the CircumciJion y ) 
the better to content the lewes their brethren, and to 
winne upon them. But in the Churches of the Weft, they 
'did not celebrate this Fealt dceima quart* luna ,upon what 
day fofcver it was^ as the others did • but on fome Sunday 
following after: partly in honour of the day,and partly to 
*xprefie (bme difference, betweene lewes and Christians, 
A thing of great importance in the prefent cafe. For if the 
"Chnftims'ok the Eaft* reflected not uponthe Sunday 9 in 
"the Annualt returne 6? fo great a;F caft j but kept it on 

the 
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the fourteenth day of the moneth, be it what it will: it 

may be very ftronglv gathered, that they regarded not 

the Lords day fo highly, which was the weekeiy memory 

of the refurre&ion ; as to preferre that day before any o- 

thef, in their publicke meetings. And thereupon B aromas 

pleads it very well, that certainely Saint lohn was not the 

Authour of the contrary praftice, as fome gave it out% 

u Nam qntnam fotmt ejfe ratio, &c. For what, faith hee, 

c< might be the reafon, why in the Revelation, he fliouid AnnaU ' in * 1 » 

<< make mention of the Lords day, as a day of note, and 

" of good credit in the Church, had it not got that name 

t€ in reference to the refurrettion. And if it were thought 

" fit- by Affiles ^ to celebrate the weekeiy memory 

u thereof* upon the Sunday, then to what purpofe ihould 

€c they keepe the Anniverfary, on another day? And fo 

farre queftionlefle we may joyne ifliie with the Cardinal, 

that either Sunday is not meant in the Revelation • or elfe 

Saint lohn was not the Authour of keeping 8aft$r y with 

the tewes&xv what day foever. Rather we may conceive; 

that Saint M« gave way unto the current of the times, 

which in thofe places, as is faid, were much intent upon 

thecuftomesofthe/i?^/:moftofthc Cbrifiians of thofe 

parts, being Iewes originally. 

( 5 ) For the compofing of this difference , and bring- 
ing of the Church to an uniformity, the Popes of Rom 
beftirred themfelves-& fo did many others al£o. And firft, 
Pope Pius publiftieth a declaration, Pafchadomini die do* Com.Tom.xi 
minica annuls folennitatibus celebrandum ejfe, that Eafter 
Was to be folemnized on the Lords- dayondy. And here> i n chronic^ 
although I take the words of the letter decretorie ; yet I 
relie rather upon Sufebius y for the authority of the fad, 
then on the Decretafl it felfe; which is neither for the fub* 
ftance probable,and for the date,ftarke falfe ; not to be tru- 
lled; there being no fuch Confuls x (\t is Crabs owne note, ) 
as are there fet clowne. But the Authority of Pope Pin*> 
did not reach fo farre> as the Aflan Churchcs:and therforc 

Dd a it 
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it produced an cflfeft accordingly. This was 1 jp. and fe- 

Eufelhijl.14, venycares after, Polycarpw, Bifoopot Smyrna, a Reve- 
rend and an holy man, made away to xmc | t»^th- 
^ * **7*ViW H f Mipetf. , there to contcrre With 

then the Romane Prelate, about this bufinefle, 
And though one could not wooe the other, to defert the 
caufe ; yet they communicated together, and io parted 
Friends. But when thzt Blaftus afterwards, had made it 
neceffary, which be fore was arbitrary ; and taught it to 
be utterly unlawfully hold this Feaft at any other time, 
then the Iewijh Pajfeover, becomming fo theAuthourof 
the Quarto decimani, as they ufed to call them : then did 
both£/^w/^publiflia Decree, that it was onely to 
be kept upon the Sunday • and Jren&Hi y though otherwife 
a peaceable man,write a Difcourfe cntitnkd^D efchifma^ 
te contra BUftum % now not extant. A little before this 

£.4-v $. t j me ^ t his hapned Anno 1 80) the controverfie had tooke 
place in Laodtcea* iylviTiihrntsnotijiw A*0</W* t« 
n*%i, as Eufebim hath it : which mooved UMetito Bi~ 
(hop of Surdity man of fpeciall eminence, to write two 
Bookes de pafchat e 9 and one de die ^Dominico^ ^} <? Mptx- 
2K- But to what fide he tooke, it is hard to fay. Were 
thofe difcourfes extant, as they both are loft, we might 
no doubt finde much that would conduce to ourpreient 
bufineflfe. Two yeares before the clofeof this fecond cen- 

Eufem.c.t} tury, Pope Vi&or y prefuming probably on his name,fends 

M- - abroade his Mandate, touching the keeping of this Feaft 
on the Lords day onely : againtt the which, when as Po- 
tycrates, and other Afian Prelates, had fet out their Ma- 
nifefts,he prefently without more adoe, declares them all 
for excommunicate , But when, this rather hindred, then 
advanced the caufe, the Jjtan Bifliops caring lit 1c for 
thofe BrutAjublumina ; and Iren&tu, who held the fame 
fide with him, having perfwaded him to milder courfes: 
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Connceh. Of thefe, there was one held at Ofroena, ano- 
ther by Bachjllm Bifhop of Q orint K a third in by 
Jren&iujx fourth in Pont^ a fifth in jfow, a fixtin 
iefiinefay Theophilm Bifliopof Cefarea^ the Canons of 
all which were extant in Eufebius time: and in all which 
it was concluded for the Sunday. By meanes of thefe i)^ 
nodicall determinations: the Afian ^Prelates by degrees 
let fall their rigour; andyeeldedtothe ftrongerandthe 
furer fide. Yet waveringly and with fome relapfes, till 
the great Councell of Nice, backed with the authority of 
as great an Emperour, fetled it better then before : none 
but fome fcattered <Schifmaticks, now and then appea- 
ring, that durftoppofe the refolution of that famous Sy- 
nod. So that you fee, that whether you looke upon the 
day appointed for the Iewijb Sabbath % or on the day ap- 
pointed for the lerviji Takeover • the Lards d#y found it 
no fmall matter, to obtaine the vi&ory. And when (t had 
prevailed fo farre, that both the Feaft of E^flcr was re- 
trained unto itjand that it had the honour of the publicly 
^meetings the Congregation : yet was not this,! meane 
this laft, exclufively of all other daves ; the former S*b~ 
6atkjfa6 foarth and fixth dayes of the week, haying fome 

• (hare therein for a long time after, as we (hall fee matt 
plainely in the following Centuries, 

(6) But firft to make an end of this : this Century ^ af- 
fords us three particular writers^ which bave m^dierAic^ * 
tion of this day, Firft, Iufiin Martyr, wno thealived in 
Rome^oth thusrelate it, ihUry^t^ km* t&vtu r owy 

K2vwwQi&iJH$a. &cVpon the Smd^y all of us affemblein "t 
cC the Congregation , as being that firft day wherein 
gt <3od feparatingthe light and darkefiefle di<J create the 

* world ; ftftdle/fer Chi0 y mt Saviour,rofe againe from 
\ ** the dead. This for theday t then for the fervice of the 

44 day, hedefcribes it thus. Vpon the day called Snmby* 
<c ^ 11 ftatabkle within the JDittks,or about the fold$,dpe 
' <r tneet tagwherin hm^fhie • where d« wepwofufc 
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c t Apojltes, and writings of the Prapheti, as much as is 
"appointedare read unto us. The if^r having done ? 
" the Prieft or Prelate miniftreth a word of exhortation, 
" that we doe imitate thofe good things*, which are there 
" repeated. Then (landing up together, we fend tip our 
s prayers unto the Lord : which ended, there is delive- 
« red unto every one of u bread , and wine with water. 
'< After all this the Prieft or Prelate offers up our prayers 
"and thankfgivlng as much as in him is,to God; and all 
€( the people fay Amen \ thofe of the richer fort, xj 1 
'c\<*&*ip*iv,cycry man as he would himfelfe,contributing 
" fomething towards the relief e ofrfie poorer brethren ; 
€C which after ,by the Prieft, or Prelate, was difpofeda- 
mongft them. K forme offervicejiot much different from 
that,in the Church of England ; fave that we make the enr 
trance unto our Ljtnrgic^ with fome preparatory prayers. 
The reft confifting as we know, of Pfalmes, and feverall 
readings of the Scriptures, out of the Old Teftament and 
the New; the Epiftlcs,and the holy Gofpell ; that done, 
the Homily or Sermon followeth,the Offemrie next,then 
prayers,and after that the Sacrament, and then prayers a- 
gaine; the people being finally difmifled with zheneditti- 
o*.The fecond teftimony of thefe times is that of ^Dionyfi- 
w Bifhop of Corinth 9 who lived about 1 75 Some 9.yeares 
r after tuftin Martyr wrote his laft Apologie ; who in an 

^*^^*V EfiKlc unto %r Pope of 5^ doth relate it thus. * 

MfiSr t ivi&Kh, &c. To day, faith he, we kept holy the 
"Lord* day, wherein wee reade the Epiftle which you 
" writ unto us, which we doe al wayes reade for our in- 
<c ftruftion^asalfo the firft Epiftle writby ClemeHf.yfherc 
note, that not the Scriptures onely, were in thofe times 
read publickly in the Congregation ; bnt the Epifttes and 
^Difcourfos of fuch learned men, as had beene eminent foe 
place and piety : as in the after times, ondefeft of SerJ 
* wnf f it\ya*the cuftomp of the Chnrch^ to read the Ha j 
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milits o£ the Father s $ for their edification * Concerning, concilium 
which it was ordained in a Councell at Vaux s Anno 444. r< w- 
that if the Prieft were ficke, or otherwife infirme, fo that 
he could not preach himfelte; the Detcons fhould reherfe 
{omzHomitj p o(tht holy Fathers. Siprefhyter, aliquAw- * 
firmitate prohibente\ per feipfnm non potnerit prtdicare, 
IknttortimPatrHmhomilie a r Diacombt*$ recitenttir • fothe 
Councell ordered it. The third and laft Writer of this ' 
Century, which gives us any thing of the Lords daj> is 
Clemens ^/^Wri^^heflourifhedin the yeare 1 90,) strom.1.7; 
who though hce fetcht the pedigree of the Lords daj t 
even as faite as Plato which before wee noted ; yet. 
hee feemes welt enough contented, that the Lords daj 
fliotild notbeobfervedat all. XiCuv i\ Ah ' iyKvdpt*&** 
Cf TjpZv rSy iym &c. We ought,faith he, to honour and 
" to reverence him, whom we are verily perfwadedto 
" be the word, our Saviour and bur Captainc • and in 
"him, the Father: vKiviB^iTnifi^^ci^mp^^oi.rsHCy 
"notinfelcftedtime, as fomedoc amongft us, but ai- 
rway es during our whole lives, and on all occafions. 
cc The Royall Prophet tels us that he prayfed God feveit 
u times a day. Whence hee that undcrftands himfelfc, 
<c (lands not upon determinate places,or appointed Tem- 

<c ples, ifi io^s tiv&s nutpcts AT&TZT&yptvctt. 

€e much leile on any Feftivals, or dayes affigned; but in all 
cc places honours ood, though he be alone. And a little 
e * after, nmr+nhw rov £ih ioe^ <iy>vTU> &c. making pur 
cc whole lives a comtinuall Feftivall, and knowing God 
u to be every where, wee praiie him fometimes in the 
"fields,andfometimes (ailing on the Seas, and finally in 
<* all the times of our life what ever. So in another place 
€ * ofthe felfe-{amel)ookc,?To< \vro^h t x? 1 ***.lv*yyto&% 
u fi*irpdti;(qanhScQ. He that doth lead his life according 
" to the ordinances of the Goifel % x^xwv? 
tc then kecpes the Lords day \ when he cafts awav every 
t cvill thought, and doing things'witK knowledge and 

D d 4 underJ 
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u undcrftanding ,doth glorify the Lord in his rcfurr eflion* 
By which it feems^hat whatfoever eftimation the Lords 
day had attained unto at Rome, znd Corinth : yet either it 
was not fo mtich efteemed at Alexandria • or clfe this 
Clemens did not thinke fo rightly of it, as he ftiould have 
done. 

(7) Now in the place of ' hi ft in vtMartyr before re- 
toembred, thereisone fpeciaH cit^inhftariceto be confi- 
dertd.in reference to our prefentlearcfefor I fay nothing 
here of mingling water with the Wine, in the holy Sa- 
crament, as not conduring tothe bufinefle which wee 
hafve in hand, This is. that in their Sundaes' {ervice, they. 
did ufe toflaytdy during die time they made their payers 

UntO the Lord : e 77**7^ aNgtCatd* KotvtiTrdtTtt > ^cv^af sn//- 

Sate his words tftferc ate, Such was the cuftome of 
tlristime,an.d a long tiring after ; that though they kneeled 
dn 6ther4ayes^et on tiitLo^dstfay thfey' prayed. aiwaye^; 
Jtanding. Yet not upon the Lords day bnely, but every dky 
from E after unto Pentecoft. The reafcn is thus given by 
him,who jnade the Refponjiones^mbtd to luftfrithzt fo 
<f feitfi he,wemighttalce notice as of our fall by fin, fo of 
^bit¥tftit6tiori by the grace tfGhrift. Six daye$ WjCf pray 
" upbn our kttees, and thats in token of dtir fall t a 

" Butrn tint Lords day weebownrit die knee in token 
oftheRefurrefllon - by which according tothe Grace 
^ofGhtiu, wee ire fet free from finne, and the powers 
tit death. The like faith hee, ktobefaid of the dayes of 
Ptntecofti which cuftome ashetels us,, and cites Irenoeus 
fbt his Authour, did take beginning even in the time? of 
the Aptfitts. Rather wfc inay conceive that they uied 
this ceremony, to teftifip their faith in the rejkrrettion of 
our Lord and Saviour : which many Heretickes of thofe 
thtiesjdid publickly s;am-fay,as before we jiOted,and fhai 
ff>eake more therfeof hereafter. But whatfoever was the 
xtafofy it continued torn?; Wid was confirmed particuhdr- 
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ly by the great Synod tff Nice, what time fome people ^ an :o< 
had begun to negleft ttus cuftome. The Synod therefore 
thus determined, 

a &c. that foralmuch as fome did ufe to kneele on the 
Lords day y and the time of Tenucoft, that all things, in 
*" all places might be done with an uniformity, it pleafed 
€t the holy Synod to decree it thus; 1<&t<u i*$ imaMo. 
tk va4 tc$ that men (houldftand at thofe times, when 
they made their prayers. For Fathers which avow this 
£Utlome,confult 7Vrr^ BafilJ, de 

Sp. S. r, 27. S. Hierem. adv. LnciferUn. S. Atiflin. £- 
fifi. II?. S, Hilaries Prtfaf. inPfatm. Amhof. Serm. ^ f f/2f ; f 
62. and divers others. What time this cuftome was laid 9 "[[' ' ' l * 
by, I can hardjy fay: but fur el am it was not laid afide in 
a long time after ; not till the time of Pope Alexander the 
Aird, who lived about the yeare n So. For in a Decretall 
of hi^connfmatory of the former cuftome, it was prohi- 
bited to kneele on the times remembred ; Nip aliquis ex 
deVotwne id velit facerejin fecreto^ ttnleffe fome out of pure 
devotion,did it fecretty. Which difpenlation probably oc- 
cafioned the negleft thereof, in the times fucceeding : .thc 
rather fince thofe hereticks who formerly had denied the 
2fcfurre<5tion,were now quite exterminated.This circum- 
fiance we have confidered the more at large v as being the 
moftefpeciall differencc^ whereby the Sundayes firvict 
was diftinguilhed from the wtekeMyes worfhip,in thefe 
ptefent times, whereof we write, and yet the difference 
was not fuch,that it was proper to the Lords day onely : 
but, if it were a badge of honour, communicated unto 
more then f orty other day C5; of which more anon. But 
being it was an Ecclefiafticall and occafionall cuftome,the 
Church which firtt ordained it, let it fali againe, by the 
fame authority. 

(8) In the third Century, the firft wee meete with is 
TirtullUn, who flourifhed in the very firft beginnings 
qtiubywhom three feverall names. 

------ - jj 0Bv 
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For firfthe cals it<Dies folis, Sunday, as commonly wee 
now call it ; and faith,that they did dedicate the fame un- 

Ca h i(\ to mirth and gladnefle; not to devotion altogether: Diem 
folis UtitU indulgemu4 , in his Afologtncke. The fame 
name is ufed by Iuftin Martyr in the paffages before re- 
membred : partly becadfe being to write to an heathen 
CMaviftrate, it had not beene fo proper, to call it by the- 
name of the Lords day, which name they knew not ; and 
partly that delivering the forme and fubftance of their 
iervice done upon that day, they might the better quit 
themfel ves, from being worfhippers of the Sunne as the 
Gentiles thought. For by their meetings on this day for 
religious cxercifes, in greater numbers, then on others, 
in Africke znd the TVeft efpecially; and by their ufe of 
turning towards the €aft 3 when they made their prayery; 
the world was fomctimes fo perfwaded. lndc fujpicio, 
quod innotuerit nos ad Orient is regioncm precari y as he there 
informeth us.W hereby we may perceive, of what great 
antiquity that cuftome is, which is retained in the Church 
of England % oi bowing,kneeling,andadoring,towards the 
E aft erne parts. The fecond name by which TertullUn 

7)c ideUt. C als this day>is the eight day (imply; Ethnicis feme I annun* 

1 ., dies auif etuis feftus eff.tihi oBavo quoque dfo.The Gentiles, 

Vv corona mil' , i v * i. n " * i • c n • n i 
Ct 5 as he tcls us, did keepe their feltivalls onely once a yeare 3 

the Chriftians every eight day, wcekcly. The third i* 9 

DiesDominiatS) or the Lords day * y which is frequent in 

him, as, Die T>ominico)e)uniumnefasMucimtis, we hold 

it utterly unlawf ull to faft the Lords day ; of which more 

hereafter. For their performances in their publicke mce- 

jpcb 3<3, tings hee defcribes them thus. Coimus in coetum & con- 

"gregationem } &c. Wee come together into the aflcm* 

u bly or congregation, to our common prayers, that 

<c being banded as it were in a troopc or Armye, we may 

"befiege God with our petitions^To him fiich violence is 

et exceeding gratcfulljt followeth, Cogimur adfacrsmm 

^ UterarHm commcynomioncm^c.^fc meet to heare the 

holy 
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* holy Scr iptures rehear fed unto 115, that fo according to 
14 the quality of the times, we may either be p; emoni (h- 
u ed, or corrected by them. Qucftionlefle by thefe holy 
<l fpeeches cur faith is nourifhed^ our hopes eredted, cur 
''alTurancefetled: and notwithstanding by inculcating 
f< the famewe are the better ftabHfhcd in our obedience 
" to Gods precepts, A little zhcx^Preftdrnt probati qtiique 
« feniores,&c. Now at thefe generall meetings, fome 
c '< Priefts or Eiders doe prefide, which have attained unto 
c< that honour not by money, but by the good report 
" that they have gotten in the Church, And if there be a 
« poore-mans Boxe y every one caft in fomewhat men- 
"ftruadie r at leall once a moneth, according as they 
€c would, and as they were able. Thus hedefcribes the 
forme of their pnblicke meetings : but that fuch meetings 
were then ufea amongft them, on the Sunday onely, that 
he doth not {ay. Nor can wee lcarne by him,or by fufiin 
; Ulftartjr t vA\o defcribes thetraalfo, either how long thofe 
meetings lafted, or whether they aifembled more then 
. once a day ; or what they did, after the meetings were 
. dilfolvcd. But fure it is,that their aflemblies helclno Ion- 
ger than our Morning Service; that they met onely before 
noonc;for fufiin faith, that when they met, they ufed to 
receive the Sacrament ; and that the Service being done, 
every man went againe to his daily labours.Of all thefe I 
fhallfpcake hereafter. Onely I note it out of JSeza, that /tffmStfJ , 
hither ro the people ufed not to forbeare their labours, but bmr y ^ 
while they were affembled in the Congregation : there 
being no fuch duty en/oyned amongft them, neither in 
the times of the Apoftles,nor after, many yeares, nor till 
. the Emperour had embraced the Gofpel, and therewith 
publifhed their Edifts to enforce men to it. But take his 
words at large for the more afliirance. Vt autem Chrifti- 
anieo die a fit is quotidians Uboribm abfiinerent , prefer 
id temporis cfuod in cmuponebatur, id neque Wis Apofio* 
Hcis teniporibus mandatum* neque prim fuit ohfervMum 
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;Vf* QhriftUnis Jmperatoribftsjie ejm a rerun* facra~ 
rum meditatione abftraharetur, & quidem n&n ita frecife 
obfervatum. That Chriftians ought, faith he, to abftaine 
<c that day from their daily labour, except that part there- 
u of alone, which was appointed for the meetings of the 
" Congregation ; was never either commanded in the 
fC Apofiles times, nor otherwife obferved in the Church? 
" untill fuch time, that fo it was enjoyned by Chriftian 
"Emperours, to the end ti e people might not be diver- 
u ted from meditating on holy matters, nor was it then 
"fo ftriflly kept, as it was en/oyned. Which makes it 
manifeft, that the Lords day was not taken for a Sab* 
6ath day, in thefe three firft Ages. But for Tertullian 
where I left, note that Irendcred feniores, by ^Priefis or 
Elders ; becavife 1 thinke his meaning was, to render 
the Gt ceke Prefbyter, bytheLatine fenior. For that hce 
fhould there meane lay-elders > as fome men would have 
it ; is a thing impoflible : confidering that heetels us in 
another place, that they received the Sacrament at the 

f e cmn * miU hands of thole, who did prefidein the affemblies. Such*. 

° *• rifiU Sacrament urn non de aliorum mann % quam de Prcfiden* 

tmrnfumimm^ and therefore fure they muftbe7V/V/?/ s 
that fb prefded. 

(9) Proceed we next to Origen, who flouri&ed at 
the fame time alfo, Hee being an Auditor of Clemens, i n 
the fchooles of Alexandria, became of his opinions too 
in many things and amongft others, in diflike of thofe 

% G r!!i°*]ri 7^^^ Church were fet apart* 

s. 

• ; ■ -~ * *»vrr*p ***** *w yards ov- 

fcrvdrefolennet&c* Chriftiani* omni die carnes agni ceme - 
dmt } ue. carnes verbi ^ei ^ti^/umm.T^l mc/itth he § 
u you that frequent the Church on the feafi dayes onely , 
Cf arcnotaHdayes/<?/?iM//? are not all the Lordsl itapl 

pcrtaine$ 
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" pcrtaincs unto the fewes to obfervc dayes, zn&fefiivals: 

"the Chriftians every day eate the flefh of the J-ambc, 

f c i.e. they every day doc heare the Word of God. And „ 

in another place, Eepnt£« w * *^8^ J *«K.x.f.f, 

fQf)$<*v> citt \vyoy.ivo{> i*ii<na,v'Ut Qua*/ rst$ dvcufixKlw hrcfi? 

<vpQ< 70 it/vaiV 9u«w, &c. Hee truely keepes the 
« that pcrformcs his duty, praying continually, and 
u offering every day the unbloudy facrince, in his prayers 
c< toGod. Which whofoever doth, and is upright in 
" thought word and decdy adhering alwayes unto God* 
<f our naturall Lord; *« Hyetyjjwns »Vspa/. Every day 
is to him a Lords day. It feemes too, that, he had his dc- 
/ire, in part : it being noted by the Mandeburgians, that 
every day there were afTcmblics in Alexandria, where 
he lived, for hearing cfthe word of God. Et de cdlcRis 
qttotidie celebratis in ejuibus pradicaturn Jit verhnm Dei f 
Horn. p. in I fa. fgmficare videtur> as they note it from CM 2 f ^ 
him. indeed the Pr*«* to his feverall Homilies y feemc to 
intimate^ that if they met not every day, to heare his Le~ 
Slures j they met very often. But being a learned man, 
andone that had a good conceit of his owne abilities, hec 
grew offended that there was not as great refort of peo-! 
pic every day to heare him ; as upon the Feftivals. Of 
Sunday there is little doubt, but that it was obferved a* 
mongft them, fo was the Wednefday,md the Friday both* 
For it is pofitivcly (aid by SocratejpbsLton them both, the H j*j* e 22a 
Scriptures were read openly, and afterwards expounded ' 
by ths<D o&ors of the Ghurch;and all things done appoin- 
ted by the publickc Liturgiefwt that they did not ufe to 
receive tint fdcrament.Kxi rxn ssiviv Kte**vJ^£te£txnw 
And this faith he was the old ufe in Alexandria*, which he 
confirmes by the pra&ife of Origen, who was accufto- 
incd, as hee telk us, to prcacfy upon thefe dayes to the 
Congregation. Tettullian too, takes fpsciall notice pf 
thefe two dayes ; whereof coniult him in his JxK>ke adv. 

" About 
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(to) About the middle of this Century, did Saint 
Cyprian live,another African : and he hath left us (bme- 
what, although not much,which concer nesthis bufinefle. 
Aurelius, one of excellent parts, was mads a. Reader in 

Lib.i.Epift.s. xh^f^hurchsl thinkeof Carthage\ which being very wel- 
come newest the common people,Saint Cyprian makes 
it knowneunto them;and wkhall lets them underftand, 
that was the day appointed for him> to begin his 

Winiftery. Stquoniamfemper gaudium proper -at^ nec mo- 
ra ferre potefi Utitia, dominico legit. So that as Sunday 
was a day, which chey ufed to meet on; fo reading of the 
Scripture was a fpeciall part of the Sunday** exerci/e* 
Not as an exercife to ipcnd the time, when one doth 
Waite foranotherscommin^, till the affembly be com- 
pleate; and that without or ch >ice . or ftin t, appointed by 
determinate order ;as is now ufed both in the French and 
Belgicke Churches: for what neede luch an eminent man ? 
z&£4ureims was,be taken out with fo much expectation* 
to exercife the Clarkes y or the Sextans duty* But it was 
ufed amongft them then,as a chiefe portion, of thef ervice 
which they did to God; in hearkening reverently unto 
hisvpke t It being fo ordered in the Church* that t he 
whole Bible or thegreatefi p*n thereof, {b$uld,,be read 

Prefdtcto the wr once ayeare. And this, that fo theLMinifiersoftbe con* 

Common prater gregation y by often reading and meditation, of Gods Ward, 
be fiirredup to godlinejfz themf elves A and be the more able to 
exhort others by who lefome doElrine y and to confute them 
that were Adverfariei to the truth: as that the people by 
daily hearing of the Scriptures \ fbould profit more and more 
in the knowledge of God y and bee the more inflamed with 
the love of his true Religion. Now for the duties of the 
people, on this day, in the Congregation, as they ufed 
formerly to heave the Word y and receive the Sacraments, 

2tereU5~f.7andtopow;re forth their foules to God in affectionate 
prayers : -fo much about thefe times, viz m in Anno. 2ji7.it 
had beene appointed by Pope Fabian, that every man and 

Woman, 
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woman, ; {houM, on the Lords day, irmga quantitViof , 
bread and wine ; fir ft to be offered on the Altar, and then 
diftributed in the Sacrament, A" thing which had hceue 
Hone before, as ofcommonccurfe • tut now exa£ted*s 
a duty : for the negleft whereof, Saint Cyprian chides 
with a rich widdow of his* time, who neither brought 
her offering, nor otherwife gave any .thing to the f core- 
mans Boxe ; and therefore did not celebrate the Lords bepietat & 
Suffer, as fhee fhoiild have done. Lomptes, efidkw, do- Eteaof. 
minicum celebrare te credi$,qu<t.Corbonam omnlno ■non rejpi- 
Cft i cju&in < I)ominicuin, Jine facrificio venis y quit partem de 
faerifcio, quod pauper obtulit y fumis. Thinkeft thou that 
cc thou doft Tightly celebrate the Lords Supper, who be. 
#< ing rich, and wealthy, haft no care at all of the poore- 
u mms Boxe } who commeft into the Church* ( for fo 
€t Dominkum doth fignifie in the fecond place ) without 
* c thy facrifice ; and eateft a^part ofithat, which the poore 
* c man ofiereth ? In after times this cuftome went away 
by little and little ; in (lead of which it was appointed 
by the Churchy and retained in ours, that 'Bread and 
Wine for the Communion, Jhali be provided jby the Chmch- j.gp^g " 
Wardens, at the charge of the *PariJh, J fiioiild ; now 
leave Saint Cyprianhcrc, but that I am to tell you flrft, 
that hee conceives the Lords day, tohave beene prefi- 
gured in the eight day, deftinate to circumcifon. Which 
being but a private opinion ofhisowne; I rather ^thali 
referre the Reader unto the fUce : , then repeafe the 
words. And this is all, th is Age affords me in the prefent 
•fearch. 

( \ I ) T? or other holy dajes inft ituted by'the tihnrchi for 
Gods publkk fervice, in thefe three 0»*»r*V* precedent* 
-befides the Lords day y or the 'Sunday, which cametfvery 
Vjecke;Origen names Good Friday &s we calit now;Orthc contXeiriB. 
Parafceve^zhe calsjt thefe-the feaft ofSafier, & df P**~ 
tecoft. Of £ after we have fnnke already* For V>M*ft 
wwhitfwtide&sit began wkti ihe jifofa*** & it Conti- 
nues 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



58 C4tAP.i. TheHiftoryof Pa* t*2« 

*nue8till this prefent, but not in that folemnity which be- 
fore it had. For anciently not that day onely, which we 
tdltrhiifdndayiOxPcvttcofl *o,t ifo;^', but zllthe fifty 
'■ddjerjxom Softer 'forwards, were accounted holy • and 
folemnized with no lefle obfervation, then ths fundayes 
were: no^'//0£ontheone, nor upon the other* lq 
fatting on the one,nor upon the other. Of which daye^ 
that of the Afccyifim^ or tioly-Thurfday* being one ; be- 
{ tame in little time,to be more highly reckoned of then all 
the reft : as we fhall prove hereafter out of Saint Austin, 
But forthefe 50* dayes aforefaid, TertMian tels us of 

Oe Com, mil. them, thus , /Die 'D.ommicojejunium nefai ducimiu y vel dt 
geniculis qdorarey Eadem immunitate a die Pafchae in 
PcntccoLlengaudemw. We count? it an impiety, faith he s 
" to faft on the Lords daj y ov to pray kneeling on the fame: 
".the fame immunity wee enjoy, from Sasler unto 
fvhitfontidc ; which makes both alike, Which words 
if any thinke too fliort, to reach the point \ hee tels us in 
another place, that all the Feftivals of the Gentiles con- 
tained not Co many dayes as did that one. Excerpe fin- 

UHdol % c. u.gulasfolennitatesnationHmy & inordinemtexe i Penteco- 
* ften implere non poterunt. The like hee hath alio in his 
Jbooke adv 0 .Pfycbicos : the like Saint Hierom ad Lticimum* 
-the like Saint Ambrofc, or Maxlmiu Tatrrinenf. which of 
the two foever it was, that made thofe Sermons, Serm % 
60 s 6 1. In which laft it is faid exprefly of thofe fifty daies, 
that every one of them, was inFtar <r Dominice y and quails 
eft Dominica y in all refpe&s nothing inferiour to the 
Lords day. And in the Comment on Saint Luks ( which 
queftionietfe was writ by Ambrofe ) cap. 1 7./. 8.it is faid 
exprefly, Mt funt omnes dies tanquam c Dominica % that 
every day of all the fifty ,was to be reckoned off no other- 
wife, in that regard, efpecially, then the Sunday was. 
Some fQptfteps of this cuftome yet remaine amongftus, 
in that we faft notdther on S. Marks £ve y or on the Eve 
oiS.philip^xdlace^ happening within that time. The 
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fad of the RjgaUm *>?ek; was after itiflittueJ, on a parti- 
cular, and extraordinary occafion. NowasthefefeftivaU 
ofEafter and of Whitfonttte, were inftituted in the firft 
age ox Cent (try, and with them, thofe twodayes atten- 
dant, which we ttill retaine; whereof fee Auftinde Civit. 
€ DeiJi.ii.ca.%.& Nyffen in his firft Hom.de Pafchate % 
where Eafter is exprcfly called ?mwk*M <*&A%vpi+> er 
the three-dayes-feaft : lb was the feaft of Chrifts natL 
vitie ordained or inftituted in the fecond; that of hisiW- 
camation, in the third. For this, we have an Homi/ie of 
Gregory, furnamed Thaumaturges ,who lived in An. 23 o, 
intituled *De annunciatione B. Virginis, as we call it now. 
But being it is queftionable among the learned, whether 
that HomiUe be his, or not : there is an Homilie of Atha* 
nafim^ on the felfelame argument, (he lived in the be- 
ginning of the following Centurie) whereof there is no 
queftion to be made at all. That of the Lords nativit$e 9 
fegan, if not before, in the fecond Age. Theopbilus C<efa~ 
rienf. who lived about the times of Commodtts, and Seve* 
^, theRomaneEmperours, makes mention of it; and 
fixeth it upon the 25. oi^Decemb. as we now obferve it. 
Natalem Domini, ejuocunque die 8« Calend. Ianuar. ve- 
nerit,celebraredebemtu, as his owne words are. And af- 
ter, in the time of Maximintu, which was one of the laft 
gteztperfecutors, Kicephorns tels us, that inipfo natalis L.7.C.6* 
Dominic i die , Chriftianas NicomedU feftivitatem cele- 
c< brantesjnecenfo templo toncremavit • even in the very 
<c day of the Lords nativity , he caufed the Chriftians to be 
€€ burnt at Nicomedia ywhiteft they were folmnizing this 
" great feaft.within their Temple.I fay this Great Feaft, 
and I call it fo on the authority of Heda, who reckoned! 
Chriftmas, Eafter, and Wbitfontidex for major 'a folennia; 
as they ftill are counted.But before^ it was fo thought * Pbtm 
over all the Church. Cbryfoftome calls it, uat^tto\iv iff 
vrxw lo P 7w/ the mother or metropolis of all other feafts. Scc B . 
And before him Pope Fabian, whom but now wefpakc couc.T.u 

Ee of 
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ofprdained that all lay-men foouid communicate at leaft 
thrice a yeare, which was thefe three fcftivalls. Et ft non 
freqHtnUuSyfahcmterin Anno L*m homines communicent^ 
&c. w c Fafcha& Pentecafte r & Natali Domini.So quick- 
ly had the Amu all got the better, of the weeks ly Feftivals. 
According to which ancient Canon ,thc Church of England 
hath appointed that every man communicate at left ' thrice a 
yeare, of which times E after to be one. , 

(12) Before wee end this Chapter, there is one thing 
yet to be confaiered, which isthename,wherby the Chri- 
fiians of thefe firft Ages ,6x6. ufe to call the day of the re fur* 
reftionpnd confequently the other d ayes of the ^^ac- 
cording as they found the time divided. The rather*, be- 
caufefome are become offended, that wee retainethofej 
names amongft us: which were to us commended by our 
Anceftours^and to them, by theirs. Where firft we muft 
take notice, that the lewes in honour of their Sabbath, u- 
fed to referre their times to that • diftiftguiihing their 
dayes by Prima Sabbati, Secunda Sabbati, add fountitt 
they came to the Sabbath it felfe : a?s on the otherfide the 
Gentiles, following the motions of the Planets*, gave to 
each day the namcof that particular 'Planet, by which the 
firft houre of the day was governed, as their Afirolagcrs 
hacEtatight them; Now the Affiles being Iewes> 1 e tained 
the ctrftome of the Irwef; and for that reafon called that 
day on which our Saviour rofe, pi* ™C£dt*, una fahbati, 
the fir& da? of tinweeke&s our Englifbrttdcs it. The Fa- 
thers, many of them followed their example.Saint Auflin 
thereupon calls Tburfdayfry the name of qumjumfabbati s 
gpifc 1 1 8, and fb doth venerable 'Bed*, hifi, lib. 4. c . 27. 
S+Hiertme, Tuefday, tertiumfabbati, in Epitaph, Paul*; 
Tertutlian Friday,by the old name, parafceve /. 4. adverf. 
LMarcim. Saturday they called generally the Sabbath* 
and Sunday, fometimes dies felis, and fometimes Domini* 
<&tfamt n* <m% V-^SMtypetjii polydore Virgillis oi opinion,?***- 
tuml^A ■ " rwdtorum memmam abhorrens, haling the name and 

memo- 
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memory of the Gentile- gods, gave order that thed&ytes 
ihould be called by the n^me of FerU; and the diftin&ion 
to be made by Trima feria y fecunda feria^c. the Sabbath 
and the Lords day, holding theirnames, and places,as be- 
fore they did. Hence that of Homrim Augjifiodmenjis: _ . 
Tiebr&i nominant diesfuos, unavel primaf*bb*iti y & c.T^ag- ™l!yl*fl™ 7 * 
ttific^dtes folisy Lun& % &c. Chnfiiano vero ficdies nommant % ~" ' 
viz. D iesDomtnicm^feria primd y &c, S abb atum, Butby 
their leaves, this is no univerfali rule; the Writers of the 
Chriflian Church not tying up their hands 16 Itritflly, as 
not to give the dayefc what names they pleafed: Save that 
\bz Saturday i$ called amongft them by no other name, 
then that which formerly it had, the Sabbath. So that 
when ever for a thoufand yeares,and upwards we meete 
with Sabbatum> in any writer of what name foever, it 
muft be underftood of no day but Saturday. As for the 6- 
ther day,the day o£refurretlion,znd xhtEvangelifts&ndS* 
Paul, take notice of no other name, then of mt firft day of 
the wteke. S.fohn y and after him Ignatim^ call it Kt>et*Ktiy> 
the Lords day. But then againc Ivftin Martyr for the fe- 
cond Century, doth in two feverall paffages call it no ci- 
ther wife then r t* nrix t(M?*v> Sundays then the Gentiles 
called it, and we call it now: andfo Tertultian for the 
third, who ufeth both, and calls it fbmetimes diem folis 9 
and fometimes Hommcum^ before was laid. Which 
queftionleffe neither of them would have done, on what 
refpedt foever, had it beene either eontrar yfo- the Word 
of God, or fcandalous unto his Church, So for the sifter 
ages, in the Edifts of Cmfiamne y Valei^immyaUns^Gra m 
tian,HQnoriHs 9 Arca^,The^J!H3 9 Chriftian Princes all, 
it hath no other name then Smtyj ot dkifilifi wd ma- 
ny faire yeares after {hero, tibc Synod'hfeld at T>tngulofir 
num in tlie lower Bavaria. Annoj'jii calfeit plain^ 
Sunday ^Fefio die fotispraphtnis negotiis abfiinemoi which 
Edifts we lhall fpeake hcreaftcr.Th js alfo Aventine, f 0 * 
&e letter Writers, who lived hot till the Age laft pafh 
* Be % 
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focaking of the battailc fought neerc Cantbry bctwcenc 
fhar/es Marpell y and Hilpencu* King of trance^ iaith 
that it hapned on the thirteenth of the CaUnds of A frill \ 

E'i/1 1 tHm * l€S ant€ ^ a f c ^ ia ^^ibeing he Sunday be- 

^ " ' J * fore Eafter. They therefore are more nice than wife, 
who out of a defire to have all things new, would have 
new names for every day;or call them as fometimes they 
were, the^/7 day of the week? the fecondday of the weeke, 
eir fic dec ceteris \ and all for fear e, left it be thought that 
we doe ftill adore thofe Cjods, whon the Gentiles wor- 
fliipped. Auguftine^s it feemes, had met with fome, 
this way affe&ed, and thus difputes the cafe with Fan- 
Coni- Fauft jlus ManichaiufDeorum fuorumnomtnagentesimfofuerunt 
Ub.ip.c. 5 . €. t diebm ifiis&c. The Gentiles faith the Father,gave un* 
€t to every day of the weeke,the name of one or other of 
€c their Gods: and fo they did alfo unto every moneth. 
u If then we keepethe name of March, andnotthinke 
cC ofMarsiwhy may we not, faith hc,preferve the name 
oi Saturday > and not thinke of Saturne. I adde* why 
jnay we not then keepethe name of Sunday, and not 
thiqkepif Phoebus y or A$ollo> or by what other name 
foever,theold "Poets call him.This though it fatisfied the 
Uifantcbees 3 will not perhaps now fatisfie fome curious 
men, who doe as much diflike the names of the Mo* 
nethsyzs of the dayes. To others I prcfume it may give 
fomereafon, wKy we retaine the name of Sunday } not 
onely in our common fpcech but in the C mons °f the 
ffiurch y and our Ads of Parliament : as being u<ed in- 
differently by fo many eminent perfons in the Primitiv e 
Church, as alfo jn a open Synod, as before was fliewne; 
from thence tranlmittedjby our Fathers.unto their pofte- 
rity. Better by f*rre, and farre leffe danger to be feared, 
in callings the Sunday^ the Gentile* didjand as our An- 
ceftpurs have donebefore us: then calling it the Sabbath, 
as too many dpe, and on lcflfe authority; nay, contrary in- 
deed to all antiaxitr.and Ccrmnre^ 

chap: 
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That in the fourth sfgehom the time of 
Conftantine to Sm\tAuJlme 0 the Lon/x 
was not taken for a 



( l ) The Lords day j£r/? efiablijhed by the Emperour 
Conftantine. (2) What labours were permitted 9 and what 
reftrained on the Lords day, by this Emporours EdiEl 9 
( 3 ) OfotherhoXy dayes, W Saints dayes, infiitutedinthe 
time of Conftantine. (4) That weekely other dayes par^ 
ticularlytheWcdnefdayandthe Friday, were in this Age, 
andthofe before appointed for the meetings of the Congre- 
gation, (j ) The Saturday as highly honoured in the Ea* 
fterne Churches, as the Lords day wot. (6) The Fathers 
tf the Eafterne Churches, cry downe the Iewifh Sabbath, 
though they heldthe Saturday. (?) The Lords day notjpent 
whoIyiV* religious exercifes; and what was done with that 
partoj % it , which 'was left at large. (8) The Lords day, in 
this Age^aday offeafting; and that it hath beene alwayes 
deemedhxvctkzlU to hold fafts thereon. (?) Of recreati- 
on on the Lords day : and of what kind thofe dancings 
were, againFl the which the Fathers enveigh fo (barpely. 
(io ) Other Imperiali Edi<te, about the k e ? in g tf the 
Lords day, and the other holy dayes. (11) The Orders,*** 
this time in ufe % on the Lords day, Wother dayes ef public^ 

E C 3 meting 
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meting, in the Congregation. ( i *J The infinite differe** 
ces betrveene th$ lords day , and the Sabbath* 



Itherto have we fpoken of the 
Lords day y as taken up by the 
common confent of the 
Churchmot inftituted or efta- 
bliftied by any tefct of Scrip* 
ture, or EdiB of Emperour> or 
decree of councell- lave that 
fome few particular C ounce Is 
did refledt upon it, in the 
point of Eafter. In that 
which followeth , weeftiall finde both Emperours and 
Councels very frequent , in ordering things about this 
day, and the fer vice of it. And firftwee have the JEfu- 
**e vhttoft. peroiir Confi amine , who being the firft Chrifiian Prince 
M.i.c.iB. which publickely profeftthe Gojpel* was the firft alfo 
which made any law^ about the keeping of the Lords 
day or Sunday. Of him Eufebim tells us , that thinking 
that the chieteft and moft proper day,for the devotion of 
his fubjedts , hee prefently declared his plealure, 
70/V \j7rhmv VuvLAiGiV a$x" v whiTwoulvo/t aTciri) (rxo^yiv dyuv* 
i£k IwwvfJLQK Tx'SaTtifite Yi(jii$w, that every one who lived 
\* in the Roman Empire, (hould take their eafe,or reft, in 
(( that day, weekely, which is entituled to our Saviour. 
Now where the fouldiers in his campe,were partly Chri- 
fiians y and partly Gentiles\ it was permitted unto them 
who profeffed the (jojpeti, upon the Sunday, fo he calls 
It, freely to goe unto the Churches y and there offer up 
their prayers to Almighty God. But fuch as had conti- 
nued ftill in their antient erroursu were ordered to af- 
Jemble in the open fields, upon thofe dayesjand on a fig- 
nail given, to make their prayers unto the Lord, after a 

forme 
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forme by him prefcribed. The forme being in the La- 
tine tongue, was this that followeth. Tefolnm Deum cap.io. 
agnaftimns, te re gem profitemxr, te adjutoreminvocamus M 
per te vittorias confecutt jamm ,per te boftes (uperavimm y 
ate& prafentem fe licit atem confecutos fatemur y & fntH- 
ram adept uros fperamw : tui omnes fupplkes fumus^ a te 
petimHs,ut Qonftantinum Imperatorem noftrum nna cumpijs 
e)m liber is ^qnam dim "ijfime nobis falvum &vi£lorem con. 
' ferves. In Englijh % thus. Wee doe acknowledge thee 
u tobetheonely God, weconfcffethee to be the King, 
u we call upon thee as our helper and defender : by thee 
cc alone it is that we have got the vi&ory, andfubdued 
cc our enemies; to thee as wee referre all our prefent 
cc happinefle/o from thee alfo doe we expeft our future. 
cc Thee therefore we befeech, that thou wouldeft pleafe 
(t tokeepeinall health and fafety, our noble Emperour 
a Ctnfiantine, with his hopefuli progeny. Nor was this 
onely to be done in the fields o£Rome, inpatentibm fnbur- 
biommcampis y zs theEdid ranne: but after, by another 
proclamation, he did command the fame over all the 
^Provinces of the Empire. Kca to7$ yj,r ih& * v ap^KW 

<r/kZw r as EHfebius hath it. So naturall a power it is in a Ca ^ , 
Chriftian Prince, to order things about religion; that he *' 
not onely tooke upon him to command the day, butalfb 
to prefcribe the fervicc; tothofe Imeane who had no 
publicke Liturgies fet forme of Prayer. 

( i) Nor did he onely take upon him to command or 
appoint the day, as to all his fubje&s; and to prefcribe 
a forme of prayer, as urito the Gentiles : but to decree 
whatwor\<e (bouidbe allowed upon it , and what in* 
termitted in former times, though the Lords day , had 
got the credit, a&to be honoured with the publicke mee- 
tings, qf the Congregation^ yet was it not fo ftridly kept, 
no not in time of Divine fervice, but that the publicke 
magiftrates. Indges and other dttinifters of flate y were 
^ " ~ Ec 4 ?9 
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to attend thofe great employments they were called un- 
to, without relation to this day, or ceflation on it : and 
fo did other men,which had leflfe employments,and thofe 
not fo neceflary. Thefe things this pious Emperour ta- 
king into confideration.and finding no neceffity,but that 
his ludges and other publicke minifters, might attend 
Gods fervice on that day; at leaft not be a meanes to 
keepe others from it; and knowing that fuch as dwelt in 
Citties, had fufficient leifure to frequent the Church; and 
that Artificers without any publicke difcommodity, 
might, for that time, forbear e their ordinary labours: he 
ordered and appointed, that all of them, in their feverall 
places fliould this day lay afide their owne bufineff'e , ta 
attend the Lords. But then withall confidering, that 
fnch as followed husbandry, could not fo well negleft the 
times of feede and karvcft, but that they were to take ad- 
vantage of the faireft and moft feafonable weather, as 
God pleafed to fend it; he left it free to them, to follow* 
their affaires on what day foever : left otherwife they 
might lofe thofe bleflings, which (§od, in his great 
bounty, had beftowed upon them. This mentioned in 
the very Edidt he fet forth about it. Firft for his ludges^ 
Citizens or inhabitants of the greater townes, and^all 
I. Omeicap. ^tificers therein dwelling. Omnes Indices , urbanaque 
daferiit. ' ple6es y & cunElarum artium officia, venerabili die 'Soils 
qniefcant. Next for the people of the Country, Rare ru- 
men pofiti, iibere licenterque a^rorum culture inferviant 9 
quoniam frequenter evenit 3 fit nan aptius alio die, fruinentA 
ffilcisy vlnea fcrobibus mandentnr* And then the reafoh of 
this followes, Ne otcajiane momently pereat commodity 
ccelefti provi/tone c&ncejfa : The tenour of the whole is 
" this. It is our pleafure that all ludges, inhabitants of 
* Cities,and Artificers, fhould on the vcncrzblc Sunday 
" fay afide their bufineflTes^'As for the people of the 
t€ Country that they with liberty, ^ndfarcty, Hiall at- 
" tend thei* husbandry, on that day : bccaufe it hap- 

rxth 
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<c neth many rimes, that no day is more fit than thar, 
c ' either for fo wing come, or for planting vines : left 
c 'otherwife by negleft of convenient feafons, they 
"lofethofe benefits which their C od had beftowed 
"upon them. This Ediddid bearedate, in the Nones 
of CMarch , Anno 321 , being the 11 yeare of that 
Princes Empire and long it did not ftand , till hee 
himfelfe was faine to explaine his meaning in the firfl 
part of it* For whereas hee intended onely to re- 
ftraine law fuites , and contentious pleadings, as be- 
ing unfit for fuch a day : his Judges \ and like officers, 
finding a generall reftraint in the law or Edifr, durft 
not ingage themfelves in the Cognizance of any ci- 
vill caufe what ever- no not fo much as in the CMa* 
numijfton of a Bondjlave. This comming to the Em- 
perours notice, who was a friend of liberty, and 
could not but well underftand, how acceptable a 
thing it was to God, that workes of charity and mer- 
cy fhould not bee reftrained on any dayes : it pleafed 
him to fend out a fecond Edidt , in the Inly following, 
dire&ed to Slpdius y who was then Prafe&tu Prtto- 
rio, as I take it; wherein he authorized his tJlfinifters to 
performe that Office , any thing in the former Law , 
unto the contrary notwithftanding. For fo it runnes, 
Sicut indigniffimum videbatur , diem Solis venerationis 4 
fu€ ceiebrcm, altercantibw jurgijs & noxijs partium con» 
tentionibm, cccupari^ it a gratum eft & ^ucundum^ eo die> 
qua funt maxime votiva* compter i 9 At que ideo emanci- 
pandi & mantimittendi , die fefto, tuntii licentiamha- 
beam* & faper his rebus, ASla non prchibeantur. 
ec As wee conceived it moft unfitting, , that Sunday be- 
<c ing a famous and a facred dfyj fhould bee taken 
55. up, in wrangling fuites , and fctirt&ir altercations i 
*< fo is it a rnoft gratcfull arid ntclfrpleafog thing, 
H that thofe things fhould be done upon it, which arc 
" moft defired# Therefore it is our pieafiire that all our 

mini- 
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<c minifters have leave to manumit and make free, o'\ 
cC that holy day ; and enter all fu:h A<$s, as concerns 
c< the fame. So that not onely husbandry was permit* 
ted, in fmall Townesand Villager; but mwtmlffton, 
being a meece civill A t~l y and of no fmall ceremonie, was 
by him fuffcred and allowed in the greater Citties, The 
firft great worke done by the firft great Chrifiian Prince 
was to declare his royall pleafure about this day; what 
things he thought molt proper to p?r/nit y and what to 
difallow upon it : teaching all other Kings and Princes 
which hive fince fucceeded^ what they fhould alfo doe on 
the fame occafion. 

(%) Nor did this pious Prince confirme and regulate 
the Lords day onely; out unto him we are indebted for 
many of thole other Fefiivafs , which have beene fince 
obferved in the Church of God. It had beene formerly 
a cuftome in the Chrifiian Church, carefully to obferve 
the times and dayes of their departure, who had prefer- 
red the Gejpel before their lives; andfuffered many tor- 
EHfeb.biftM* ments, and at laft death it felfe, for the faith of Cbrift. 
c. 14. Th e church oiSmjrna (and that's the higheft wee neede 
goe (teftifieth in an Epiftle writ ad Philomelienfes, that 
they did celebrate the day, wherein their Reverend Bi- 
ihop Poly carf didfuffer Martyrdome,with joy and glad- 
nefle, and an holy Convocation. This was in ^w*<? 170. 
or there abouts. And in the following Age , S.Cyprian 
taking notice of fiich men, as were imprifbned for the 
teftimonyofzgood confcience, appointed that thedaiesof 
their deceafe foould be precifely noted; that fo their me- 
mories might be celebrated with the holy Martyrs. De- 
EflXl* 3- nique cfr dies eorum quibn$ excednnt^annotatejit commemo- 
ratimes earum, inter memmas martyrum celebrare fojfi- 
mm y as there he hath it . But hitherto they were onely 
barememorialls, (for more they durftnot doe in thofe 
times of trouble,) their fufferings onely fignified to the 
Congregatiqa: and'that they did unto this e»d, that by 

exhibi- 
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exhibiting to the people their infinite indurances for thc^ 
truth and teftimony of Religion , they alfo might bee 
nourifLed in an equall conftancie. After, when as the 
Church was in perfect peace, it pleafed the Emperour \ 
Confl amine, to fignifie to all his Deputies and Leivte- ,^ 
nants in the Roman Empire, that they £hould have a care M j£ 2 
to fee thofe the memorials of the Martyrs duely honou- 
red; and folemne times or Fefiivals to be appointed in 
the Churches, to that end and purpofe. 
Iriuavy'tcfjfa 9" lofjzZyTXTv Ikkkm'iw iJbt&CQv* as that Au- 
thor hath it. And though thefe Fefiivals, and Saints dayes, 
became not forthwith common, over all the world; but 
were obferved in thole parts chiefly,wherein the memo- 
rie of the Saint, ox Martyr, was in moft efteeme;in which 
refpeft Saint Hierome calls them, tempora in honore Mar- In Q a i A tl 
tyrum,pro diverCa regionumvar$etate,confiituta:yet in a lit- 
tle trad of time/uch of them as had becne moft eminent, 
as the Afoftles ,*\\&Evangelifisfwzxt univerfally received 
and celebrated, even as now they are, I fay as now they 
are, as they are now obferved in the Church oft England; 
and this 1 fay upon the credit and authority of Theodomu^ t M«rty* 
Who, though nee gives another rcafon and originall of /. 8. 
thefe infiitvtions; informes us of thefe Fefiivals, that they 
were modefi*, cafidt, temperanUa plena, performed with 
modeftie chaflitic and fobrietie: not as the Fefiivals of 
the Gentiles were, in exceffe and riot. And not fo onely^ 
butheaffirmes this of them, divinis canticis perfonanUs, 

fitcrifque fermonibus audiendis intent a ^ that they were % 
<c folemnized with fpirituall Hymnes,and religious Ser- 
u monsrand that the people ufod to empty out their foules 
Cf to God in fervent and affe&ionate Prayers, nonjtne la- 
chrymis & fujpirijs, even with fighes and teares. As for 
Theodoret, he lived and flouri&ed in the yeare^o.and 
fpeakes of thefe Fefiivals (S. Peter and S.Thomas and S. 
Paul, with others which he names particularly) as things 
which had beenefetled and eftablifhed a long time bc^ 
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fore : and therefore could not be much after the time of 
Conft amine y who dyed not till the yeare 341. or 
thereabouts. As for the eighth booke de Mar tyrib. Where 
this paffage is, it is the 1 *. of thofe entituled de curandis 
Grtc. ajfett. And howfoever fome exception hath 
beene made againft them, as that they were not his, 
whofe name they carry : yet finde I no juft proofe there- 
of, amongft our Critickes. 

(4) Now as the Ernperour Conjlantine did adde 
the AnnuallFeftivals of the Saints $ unto thofe other 
Anniverfarie feafts, which formerly had beene obferved 
in the Chriftian Church : foby this royal* Edidl did hee 
fettle and confirme thofe publicke meetings, which had 
beene formerly obferved on each Friday weekely ; the 
neuitCtn/l ^fyPty ftanding on the fame Bafts, as before it did, 
*4*i' 8 ' " w hich was the cuftome of the Church. Eufebius having 
told us of this Emperours Edidt, about the honouring of 
the Sunday *^ addes, that he alfo made the like about the 
Friday ; ouoias wr*$<®fQ t» Td^ihrtfMv as the Author 
hath it. Socmen addes, that he enjoyned alfo the like 
reft apon it, the like cejfationboth from judicature, and all 
U\ft<Uz.cX other bufinefts x and after gives this reafon of it. 'Et/^ 

otTbtws cU h &vri) r*vp«9if7©-. He honoured the one, 
<c faith he, as being the day of our Redeemers refurretti- 
u 0H * the other, as the day of our Saviours fajfiou. So for 
thepra&ife of the CAwr& in the following times, that 
they ufed other dayes befides the Sundayes > is evident by 
many paflages ofC/ri/Zof Hierufalem, where he makes 
• mention of the Sermon preached the day before, liytt* 
inhisowne Language; Catech. orat.y. &vix$U 
{)(Ao*Ka,TetnvwftaLMv. the morrow after the Lords day y 
Cat .\\ % & tSV ya&ivivM ' [jLvrcLjaylv. Qatech. Myftag+ 2 m 
The like is very frequent in S, Amhrofe alfo. Hefterno die 
de fonte dijputavimus, De Sacram. lib. j .cap. r. Heftgrnus 
noffer fermo ad fanlti altaris facramentum dedntlns eft. 
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itb.% . cap.] , and in other places. The like in Chyfiftome 9 
as in many other placet • too many to be pointed at in this 
place and time; io in his 18. h<>*** on the 2. of-OV». 
uNn «oiKav Q $co>7r'i<LV, &c. But this perhaps 

was ontly inrefpeftof Leflures, or Expositions ot the 
Scriptures; fiich as were often u(ed in the greater Cit- 
ties, where there was n uch people, and but little bufi- 
nefle; for I conceive not that they met every day, in 
thofe times, to receive the Sacraments. Of JVtamjdty ^ 
and of /V/^Jt is plainc they did, (for of the Saturday 
wefhall fpeake more fully in the next Seftion:) S. B*Jil 
names them all together^*) 7 6 kgivmuv f t uti irjw 
<c ryj^vMc. It is laith he, a profitable and pious thing, e- 
<c very day to communicate, and to participate ot chc 
<c blcflcd body and blood of Ckrtft our fcaviour;he having 
u told us m plain e-termes, that JVhofoever eateth hu-fiejky 
«* and drinketh hi* blood, hath etcrnall life. Wee notwiths- 
tanding doe communicate, but foure times weekely,s? m 

* " viz* on- the Lords day ^ the Wednefday> the Friday and 
fc the Saturdays unleflc on any other dayes, the memory 
IC of Come t-Martyr be perhaps obferved. Efiphamu* go- v 
eth a little further, and he deriveth the TVednefdayes and 
the Fridayes Service, even from the Afoftles^ ranking 
xhemin the fame Antiquity > and grounding them upon 
the fame authority y that he doth the Sunday, zvydgeis Ji 

£T/T£A*{46pa/ Ta%B&m Aviv 'xnv Taiv ATosfa&y TiTpaJ/, yju^fd^ 

<rc!2!?a% iX aj xop/^.Onely it feemes thedifFerence was,that 
whereas formerly it had bcene the cuftome not to admi- 
nifter the Sacrament onthefe two dayes (being both of 
them fading dayes, and fo accounted long before) untill 
towards evening: It had beene changed of late, and they 
did celebrate in the mornings, cUh ^pia^Y^aL as on the 
Lords day was accuftomed. Whether themeetings on 
thefe dayes were of fuch antiquity, as Eftfhamm faith 
they were, I will not meddle. Certaine. it is that they 

were 
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v were very ancient in the Church of Godjas may appeare 
by that or Origen, and Tertpt/liav y before remembred. So 
that if we confider either the preaching of the Word.the 
miniftration of the Sacraments, or the publickc Prayers ; 
the Sunday in the Eaflerne Churches had no great prero- 
gative above other dayes, ef pecially above the Wednefday 
and the Friday, fave that the meetings were more fo- 
lemne, and the concourfe of people greater than at other 
times, as it is moft likely. The footefteps of this antient 
cuftome are yet to be obferved in this Church of England^ 
by which it is appointed that on Wcdnefdayes andFridayes 
Can 1 f. tveektlyy though they be not holy dayes, theLMinifter at the 
accuftomed hem % es of Service ft all re fort to Churchy and fay 
the Letamcprefcribedin the book? of Common Prayer. 

(5 ) As for the Saturday y that retained its wounted 
credit in the Eaflerne Churchjlittle inferiour to the Lords 
day y if not plainely equal! not as a Sabbath y thinke not 
fo; but as a day defigned unto facred meetings. The Con* 
flitutions of the Apofties, faid to be writ by Clemens, one 
of Saint Peters firft fucceffours in the Church of Rome^p* 
oint both dayes to be obferved as folemne Ftftivals - 
oth of them to bee dayes of reft : that fo the fervant 
might have time to repare unto the Church, for his infti- 

tUtion. Z?w&&y7CLV QtfxKot'TriVTZ «^5t<, fct/SgctJoV fe^XJUfiA* 

Cc let fcrvants, faith the £onfiituti6n y attend their bufi- 
" neffesfive daicsinthe weekes but for the Saturday 
u (or Sabbath ) and the Lords day, let them reft them- 
(€ felves, and repaire to Church; that fo they may bee 
rc trained in the waies of Godlinelfe. Not that 
they fhould devote them wMy unto reft from la- 
bour; but onely thofe fet times of both, which were ap- 
pointed for the meetings of the Congregation : Yet this 
lib had an exception too, the Saturday before Eafier day, 

whereupon Chrift refted in the Grave ,being exempt from 
thefe affemblies and deftinated onely unto griefe and -fa- 
ding. 
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fting. And though thefe conftimtionsyin all likelihood, 
were not writ by C/^^«f,thcre being many things there 
in, which could not be in ufe of a long time after: yet m~ 
cient fure they were, as being mentioned in EpipbamwyVe Scrip. Ecc 4 
and as the C^^^confelTeth, a gr^cis veter't&m mzgni iickmm* 
faElos much made of by the ancient Gretiam y though not 
of fuch authority in the Church of Rome. How their au- 
thority in this point is countinanced by/^/^jWeliave 
feene already i and we fhall fee thefame more fully, 
throughout all this Age. And firft, beginning with the 
Synod, held in Laodicea, a towne of l^hrygia, Anno 314. m c ? n " 1 ~ ' 
there paflfed a Canon, mfi 7 * \v cfai^(2dLT» \v^yy^Ki& u*rd irt- 
pavypavs/ toiKhing the reading of the Go- 

fpds,with the other Scriptures upon the Saturday or *SV^- 
AtfA*. that in the time of Lent, there fhtfuld be 'no obk* Gannon 4?* .... 
tion made « um \v <tci0Qat&j ^ %.uyt*KA */W, but on the Sa- 
turday, and the Lords ^7 onely ^either that any ?efth *t 
(liquid then be obferved in memory of any LWartyrs 7 bw cannon 5 
that their names onely &ould be commemorated* b- r fc 
! f*@M'hts Kuptx w ? : upoti thcZords day and the Sabbaths a 
Nor was this onely the particular will of thofe two and 
f thirty Prelates, there aflembled; it was the pradfife gene- 
i rally of the Eafterne Churches - and of fome Churches of 
the weft. For in the Church of LMiIUine % whrch,as be- 
{ fore I fay d, in fome certaine things, followed the Char* 
{ chesof the Soft • it feemcs the Saturday ■ was held in a 
1 f rreefteeme, and joyncd together with rhe Sunday. 
I Craft mo die Sabbato, & dowinicc, dc oratimis or dine dice- Ve r wmenu 
\ <f mH >\ To morrow being Saturday, and on the Lords ■***wp.tf- 
I « day, we will fpeake unto you concerning prayer; ars S. 
: jtmbrofe hath it, .-, And probably his often mention of 7^- 
■ fterday&x heftemusdies remembred in the formerSe^ion, 
may have relation to the joynt obfervance of thefe two 
dayes: and fo may that/ which is reported then out 
; of S. Chryfiftme and S. Cyril Eafterne Do&ors both. 
Sure I am Socrates counts both davetf for wcekely Ftffl- - 

<vah .is 
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vats, i^Vrtf J.3<Tjp*/S- hVt 2*$!2*lw> W Kt/fm^ f and addcs 
ai <rvv&Z*K rxt tKKMtUt «a'9u,*7 yivt&u, that Oil 
them both the Congregation ufed t0 be affembled, and 
the whole Liturgie performed ♦ Which plainely (hewea, 
that in the pra&ife of thofe Churches they were both re- 
garded, both alike obferved.Gr^r; Njffcn fpeaks more 
home and unto the purpofe.Some of the people had neg- 
le&ed to come unto the Church- upon the Saturday; and 
on the Sunday hee thus chides and rebukes them for it. 

uons. with what face faith the Father, wilt thou looke upon 

st the Lords day, which haft difhonoured the Sabbath, 
u knoweft thou not that thefe dayes are /Jy?^/,and that 
" who ever doth defpife the one, doth affront the other? 
Sifters indeed, and lb accounted in thofe Churches, not 
onely in regard of the publicke meetings; but in this alfo 
that they were both exempt from the Lenten Faft ; of 
which, more annon.In the meane time, we may remem- 
ber how Saturday, is by S.*3^/?/,made one of thofe 4times, 
whereon the Chriftianso? thofe parts did affemble week- 
ly,to receive theSacrament,as before wenoted. And final- 
ly it is faid byEpiphamx*,thzt howfoever it was not fo in 
the Iflc of Cyprus, which it feemes,held more correfpon- 
dence with the Church of Rome, and Alexandria , then 
„ „ , . thofe of AJia; Yet in fome places, \v *m* ^L%^i vvva&$ 
Exw'jpn i7rm>£7iv, they ufed to celebrate the holy Sacrament, and 
C4ttou r u hold their publicke meetings on the Sabbath day. Not 
that the Eafterne Churches, or any of the reft which ob- 
ferved that day, were inclined to Iudaifme^ but that they 
came together on the Sabbath day, to worfhip Iefiis 
Chrift the Lord of the Sabbath. The Author of the Ho- 
mile defemente hath informed us fb. Ey w^V* **.&£*T<f <rw. 
*xmv« nnlSlu WW^,&c. We are affembled on the 
cc Sabbath not as infefted any whit with ludaifme, for 
* € with their falfe Sabbaths we have no acquaintance.- 
but we affemble on the fame, rip T * hw 
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u *fr*XQUv1it n worfliipping the Lord of the Sabbath, 
which is Icftts Chrifi. who was the Authour of this 
Homilic, is not yet difcovered, that I can heare of. I 
knowitpaffeth under the name of Athanajiw, and gene* 
rally is afcribed unto him : but I am verily perfwaded 
it was none of his. For befides that is reje&ed by Pet. 
NanniHs y in his Epiftle dedicatory, prcfixt before the 
workesof that Reverend Prelate: this very paffage is 
fafficient tamake cleere the point. This Authour, who- 
foever he was, fpeakes of the keeping of the Sabbath or 
meeting of the congregation on the Saturday z which 
was, it feemes the cuftome of that place, where the Au- 
thour lived. But no fuch cuftome was obferved in Alex- 
andria, whtrcof Saint Athanajius wasfo long time Bi- 
fhop i it being evident in Socrates , £ctlhift.lib.$.cap.z i , 
andfoin Sozomen, lib.j.cap.ip. that the Alexandrians 
had no ecciefiafticali aflemblies on the Saturday ; but 
were therein conforme to the Church of Rome. As for 
the Homily it felfe, we deny it not, but that it is a peecc 
of good antiquity, and credit, written, as I conceive, 
by fome Prelate, of the Eafternc Churches, where the 
obfervince of t\\&Satwday was in conftatit u£e ? But re? 
turneunto o&r ftary. Pat all that hath beene (aide toge- 
ther, it will come to this, that whereas in the Eafternc 
and the Wefttrne Churches* feverall dayes were in com- 
mifion ; for Gods publicke fervke: the Lords day % in 
both places', was of the Quorum ; and therefore had the 
greater worftiipj becaufemorebufmeffe, 

(6) As for the Saturday, ot Sabbath, although they 
held their publicke meetings on the fame; yet <fid they 
not keepe it like a Sabbath, The Fathers of tfiis lear* 
tied age knew that Sabbath' had beene abrogated, and 
profeft as much. The Councell of Laodicea before re- 
membrcd, though it afcribe much to this day, in refe- 
rence to the Congregations y then held upon it : yet it 
condeinnesthe Rmjh obfervacions; ofitfee faincu^ 'Qufff 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



7* - €*a*:*1 rhenifiory&f PaVt72* 

* fit for Chriftians, faith the 2& C****, to ?#^*/V,and 

* w wrfwf*r of work? on the Sabbath dayes y but to purfuc 
€t their ordinary labours on it. Conceive it lo farrc fortb r 
as they were no impediment to the publickc meetings 
then appointed.And in the clofe of all,« si iv$i9**v #«</W*/ x 

If any (hould be found fo to play 

* the leaves, let them be Anathema. So Athanaftn* alio 
ftandS as ftrongly for the abrogation of the Iemfb Sab- 
bath. Net on the by ,but in a whole difcourft, writ and 
contrived efpecialiy for that end and purpofe, entituled 
De Sabbato & circHmcijione , One might conjecture by 
the title, by coupling of thefe two together, what his 
meaning was ; that he conceived them both, to be pf the 
fame condition. And in the homily g Defeme*te,ihc Au- 
thour tels of the New-moones and the Sabbaths, that they 
were y f! ers unto Chrift,and to be in authority till the ma- 
ftercame.EX-^am? jlT&Jw&a'faLtot mrntyndn hi Tou^oy^^f^. 
cc j^u »ai« a>va.T&**.vTQ{ * kwxyos I'sretWdrV The AfaFttr being 
t€ jcome^he Vfber grew out of alimployment;the Snn be- 

.plubapt S illg rifen once, the l*mfe was darkened.Two other of the 
- '* Fatherr which have faid as much, and whereof we have 
fpokeifin a place more proper; adde Nazian^Orat^.s. 
CjrilofHierttfalem,Cat^ in the confuta- 

tion of tltofe feveral heretkks,which held the Sabbath for 
a neceflaty partof Gods publieke worfhip;and to be now. 
obfervecf, as before it was . Of which kinde, over and a* 
feove the Ebionites> m& Cerinthians y which before wee 
fpake of;^ were the Nazarai, in the fecond Century; 
whp,asthis Sfifhanitts tells us, differed both from the 
Jew&tidChriflian. Firft, from the ien* in that they did 
ueleevcin Cfe-i^inext from the Chtifija^ 

^s^€/cj&3ta*, ^ rofjSiy y&l <ra,pfsai& 3 y<sjLTois c?AAo/< in that tfeey 

••ftfllretainethelaw, as CiKHmciftom and the Sabbath, 
• f and fuch things as thofe* . ■ And thofe I have the rather 
R&ted if* this $aa and time, as feeing* & faint ^njtine 

' ~" " r " *ete> 
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tclsu^ the Anceftors or Origwatt of the Sjmmachiani ; 
who held out till this very and ftood as much for Cont craft** 
Sabbaths and legall ceremonies, as their founders did . niumlt* 
whereof confult Saint Ambrofe preface to the Gdlathian*. 
Now as tbefe Na&trens, or Symmachiani, had made a 
mixt religion of lew and Chrifiian; fo did another fort S^tL^ 
of hcretickes, in thefeprefent times, contrive, a mileel- 
lany of thtlew and Gentile ; and facrifices, they 

would not have ; and yet they wor&ipped the and 
candle. Ti <a rdGMwiiMtiinl, Sec. The Sabbath alfo 
they much reverenced, and ftood upon the difference of 
HHcleane and f/ot ; yet by no meanes would be indu- 
ced, to like of Circumcifion. Thefe they called Hj/pfiftarifo 
or rather fo thofe doughty fellovves pleaied to call 
themfelves, Adde here, that it it was counted one of the 
great dotages of A^ollinaris y and afterwards of all his Bu n e tf T4 
Itdt^vi^.: that after the lafi refurre&ion every thing 
ftiould be done againe, according to the former law ; 

I'Xe&wiAcc. Thatwefhouldbe circumctfed, and obfervc 
M the Sabbath, and abfteine from meates, and offer facri- 
c< fice. and finally of Chrifiians become levies againej 
* c Then which* faith Bajit, who reports it, what can be 
tc more abfurde, or more repugnant to the 'Gofpell. By 
which it is moft plaine and certaine, that though xfe 
ChrifHans of the Saft, retained the Saturday for a day of 
ynblicke meeting ; yet they did never meane it to be a 
bath • reckoning them all for hcretickes that fo obferved 

(j) Next let us looke upon the S#nd4y f tyhat they 
did on that* For thoagh it pleafed the Emperour, by his 
royall edift,to permit works of httfbandry in the Country, 
and manumffions in the Citties y on that £acred day ; yet 
probably there were fome pure and pious fbules, who> 
would not take the benefit of the declaration; or thinkc 

F-f -2 them* 
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themfelves beholding to him, for fo injurious and pro. 
fainea difpenfation. I his we will fearch into exaftly, 
tnatfo the truth may be difcovered. And firft beginning 
With the Councell of Eliberis y ( a To wne of Spaine ) in 

Cvuiis the beginning of this Age, it was thus decreed. Si quit 
in civitate pofitus, per tres dominie as ecclefiam non accede- 
rity tanto tempore abfiineat,ut correptm ejfevideatur. If any 
<c inhabitant of the Citties abfent himfdfe from Church, 
cC three Lords dayes together,let him be kept fo long from 
ff the holy Sacrament ,that he may feeme corre&ed for it. 
Where note, Si qui* in civitate nofctus, the Cannon reach- 
eth unto fuch onely, as dwelt in Citties, neere the 
Church, and had no great bufinefle : thofe of the Coun- 
try being left unto their husbandry, and the like affaires; 
no otherwise then in the Pmpermrs SdiB, which came 

Can a*; a ^ tcr c ^ s - And in -the Councell of laodicea, not long 
after, which clecrely gave the Lords day place. before the 
Sabbath . it is commanded that the Chrifiians fliould not 
ludaizc on the Sabbath day, but that they ftiould prfeferre 
the Lords ^/before it,and reft thereon from labour, if at 
leaft they could, but as Chrifiians ftiU. The Cannon i& im- 
perfect, as it ftands in the greek? text of Binius edition * 
nofenfeto be colle&ed from it. But the tranflation of 
Dionyfius ExifUHs, which hee acknowledged! to be more 
neere the then the other two, makes the mea- 

c< n:ng up. Diem dommicum praferentes cciari oportet, f 
u modv pjjinti referring the Lords day before the Sab- 
ct bath, let them reft upon it; if at leaft they can. And 
this agreeably both unto Zonaras, and Halfamon, who 
doe to report it, fixity***}!? ^otj^SvI^ hyt JVvctiv}*, 
&XQhXfa v &Xfi**' i *P* i: ]nor doubt wee but they fa w the 
trueft and moft perfedl copies.Thus then faith Zonar&.lt 
* c is appointed by this Canon, that none abftdn from labor 
u on the Sabbath day, whteh plainly was a lewifi cuftome; 
<f and an snathSema layfed oft ^hofe who offend herein. 
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cc Kp/Hv Jiiwtimy ha,] st, 7$ V^aiw, Sec. but they are wil- 

cc led to reft from labour, on the Lords day in honour of in Canon. 

c 'the refurre&ion of our I ord and Saviour But here Cmc.uoi 

€i wee muft obferve that the Cannon addes, ki JVfWfr, in 

u cafe they may. For by the civ ill law, it is precifely 

cc ordered, that every man (hall reft that day, &vw 7^> 

€e yi'opydv s thc hindes and kusbaxd-men excepted. His rea * 

fon is the very fame, with that exprefled before in the 

Emperours'Edich 'B 

u Sec. For unto them it is permitted, te worke and tra- 
Cc vaile on that day,becaufe perhap if they neg!e6Ht,they 
<c may not find another day lo fit and ferviceable,for their 
occafions. The like faith Bal/kmon, and more: but him 
wee will referve for the 12 Century, at what time he li- 
ved. S.Hierome long time after this, tels us of his £gyp- 
timCMonkes^ diebus dominicis orationi tantum & letlio- a J Eufochium 
nibm vacare, that they defigned the Lords day, wholly ,un- 
to prayer ^nd reading of the holy Scriptures^ and that they 
did the like upon other dayes, completis opufcults, when 
their taske was finiflied. This plainely fhewes that it 
was other wife with the common people. For what neede 
Hierome have obferved it, as a thing notable in his 
Monkes, and peculiar to them ; that they fpent all the 
Lord* day in religious exercifes, had other men fo done, 
as well as they. But Hierome tels us more than this of 
Taula y a mon devout and pious woman, who lived in 
Hethlehem) accompanied with many Virgins and poore 
W dimes i in manner of a Ntinnery. Of whom he faith, 
that every Lords day they repared to the Church of 
God : St inde pariter revertentes infiabant operi diftrtbu- 
to t & velfibi vel ceteris veftiment a facie bant > & after their 
" returne from thence,they fet themfelves to their taskes, 
€( which w is the making garments for themfelves or o- 
thers : A thing which queftionleflfe fo good a woman 
had not done, and much leffe ordered it to be done by 
others; haditbeene then accounted an unlawfall Aft. 

F f 3 And 
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And finally Saint Chryfoftome y though in his popular dif- 
courfes hee feeme to intimate to the people, that God 
from the beginning did infinuate to them, that they 
fhould fet apart, rfo [aim fi^w \v t& yjjkk^^ s.^ux^S-a 
one day in every weeke to his publicke worfhip,£flw». i or 
in Gen t & that he calls upon them often t^civ w i&/tyw^©" 
vfAp&v, v^jl t&jtw oAw,ci.icLTtSiv3u 3 . to deftinate that one day, 

s * Hom i an and that day v>koly y t unto thofe imploy ments, as Horn, j . 

'* ; ' v; * inCMat.i. yetheeconfeflethat the lalfc, that after the 
difmiflion of the Congregation, every man might ap- 
ply himfelfe to his lawfull bufinefle. Onely hee leemes 
offended with them, that they went prefently to the r 
Trorkes of their vocations aflbone as they came oiit of the 
houfe of God ; and did not meditate on the Word deli- 
vered unto them. Therefore hee wooeth them unto this, 
that prefently upon their comming home, they would 
take the Bible into their hands, and recapitulate with 
their wives and children, that which had beene delive- 
red from the Word of God i yji t'qts t£v Ciwtivjvv o&ti&wl 
r&&yvA'}cn> and afterwards goe about their worldly bu- 

Hom.un fineffes. As for the time appointed to thefe publicke. ex- 

Mat. . ercifes, it feemes not to be very long, Chryfofiome in the 
place before remembred, faith that it was to tw* 
npipBLt //£p@- ? a very fmall portion of the day : Origen more 
precifely hath laid it out, and limitted the fame, ad unam 

uNmer. autduashoras ex die imegro, but to an houre, or two at 

Hmu. mo Q . no g reat fp ace d p time.Nor indeed could they hold 
them long, the Sermons being mod times exceeding 
fliort, as may appeare by thole of the antient Fathers, 
which areiiill extant in our hands $ and the Liturgy not 
fo full, as now it is. 

(8) Let it then goe for granted, thatfuch as dwelt in 
populous Citties,(Tor of the Hujhandman there is no que- 
ftiontobemade ) might lawfully apply themfelves to 
their [everall bufineffes, the exercifes being ended, and 
the affembly broken up: may wee conceive it lawfull 
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alfo, for any than to follow his hone ft pleafures, on the re- 
mainder of that day • to 'feafl it with his friends and 
neighbours, zo dmce; or fport, or to be merry in acivill 
manner. There is a little queftion of it ? For feafting, 
firft wee mull: take notice, how execrable a thing it was 
alwayes held,to faft the Sunday : though fome now place 
a great part of their piety,in their fond abftinence on that 
day. In this refpeft TertulUan tels us touching the Chri- Corona 
fiians in his time, that they did hold it an impiety to faft 
the Lords day, die dominie ojejunium nefas ejfe ducimm, as 
before wee noted. Such an impiety that the very Monta- 
nifts though otherwife frequent in their fafts,did yet ex- 
cept this day and the former Sabbath ,out of their aufteri- C *P* 1 
ties : as the fame Authour dothinforme us adv.Pfychicos. 
What was Jgnatius cenfure of the Sunday es Faft, we have 
feene already. In the declining of the third age arofe the 
Manichees&nd they revived the former dotage. Dominica 
jejunare non fo^umm^quia Manich&os ob ijliw diei jejunia, 
€C merito damnamm. We faft not on the Lords day faith S. 
<c Ambrofe y but rather do condemne the Manickees for fa- 
ding on it* Now what this Father faid, he made good by 
pradiite,Baroniitf tels us out of Paulinus, who wrote the 
ftory of hislife,that he did never dine but on theSaturday, Am ? ?h 
the Sunday, or the memoriallof fome Martyr : and that 
upon thofe dayes, he did not only cherifti and releive the 
poore, fid & viri clariffimi exciperentur, but entertained 
great perfons, men of fpeciall eminence. Vincentius De- 
puty of Gaul, and Count Arbogaftis, are there faide, by 
name,to have beene often at his table, upon thofe dayes 
before remembred and doubt wee not, but they had all 
things fit for fuch eminent perfons. The like hath beene 
affirmed by S .AuftindlfaDie dominicajejunare fiandalum £ ^g^ 
*• eft magmm 3 &cJt is a great offence or fcandal to faft on 
<c the Lords day, in thefe times efpecially, fince the moft 
<c damnable herefy of the Manichees came intothe world: 
€i who have impofed it on their followers, as the Law of 

-F f 4 (Sod 
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u God,and therby made the Lords day faft the more abho- 
minable. Now for an inftance of his cntcrtainements al- 
io upon this day, fee A 22. de civitate deis.%. This proba- 
bly occafionned Pope Meltiades, who lived in the begin, 
ning of this prefent Century, to publifh a decree, Nedo- 
minica, neve feria quintaje\maret ur , that no manfhould 
prefume to faft upon the Sunday, or the .Thur/day. Not 
on the Sunday 1 as the day of the Refurrettion y to cry 
downe the Manicbees : nor on thcThurfday, as a day of 
fpeciall credit amongft the Gentiles, the better to comply 
A« 3*9-. w i t h them in thofe peri Uous times. After arofe up one 
EutaBus ( forfo I rather choofe to call him with the 
_ learned Cardinally than yeeld to Socrates , who falfly doth 
impute thefe follies unto Euftathius*. ) and he would faft 
cenc.Ten.x* t h e Sunday too • but on another ground, on pretence o£ 
Ca *' 1 J ' abfiinence, A folly prefently condemned in a Provinciall 
Synod held at Gangra of Paphlagonia ; wherein it was 
determined thus ; £/ 7/? f** vmifyy&vw iwwtv e v ty) xvpf 
ifanyfaftedpnthe Lords day, on preunce of 
abstinence, hee (hould be anathema. Next fprung up one 
Aerius.no good Sunday es man; but one that went nor on 
fo good a ground, as Eutattus did. He ftood, good man 3 
°Dt bmfi, u P on his ChriflUn liberty ; and needes muft faft upon the 
5.53. " Lords day, onelybecaufe the Churched determined o- 
therwife. Of him S. Aujlin tels us in the general!,, that 
hce cryed downe all fetled and appointed fafts, and 
taught his followers this, that every man might faft as 
hce faw occafion ; ne videatur fub lege, left elfe hee fliould 
Hwfa%. be thought to be under the Law. More punctually £pi- 
3.3. " phawujtelsus, that to expreflfe this liberty, they ufedte.. 

faft upon the Sunday, anafesft it Casfomedoe of late ) 
upon the Wednefday and the J>*ak7,ancient fatting dayes.- 

KAt &fo*e/3&zlov Idiw as that authour hath it. Addethat 
S.Auftin tells us of this Aerius % that amongft other of his 
herefies, hce taught this for Qnc 9 <Z>refiyterumab Epifcopo 
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null* differentia difcernidebere, that there fliould bee no 
difference betweene Priefts and Bifoops ; A pregnant 
* evidence.that thofe whofet thcmfelves againft the H*V- 
rarchiot the Church y are the m ft likely men or all, to 
overthrow all orders, in the civill ftate. Now as the 
LManichees did ufe to faft the Sunday ,fo were tkey there- 
in imitated by the PrifcilliamBs,mamchaorum fmUlimos y 
the very piftures of the Ctfanicbees, as S. Aufiine calls ^ 36# 
them.- fave that thefc laft did ufe to faft on the C^fi" 
mafie alfo ? and therein went beyond their patterne. And 
this they did, as Pope Leo tells us, quia Chrifium dominum 
in vera homing natura natum effe non credunt.^ becaufe they ^t L 9Y C ^ 
would not be pcrfwaded,that Chrift, the Lord, had took 
upon him our humane nature. To mcete with thefe 
proud ferries, for fuch they were, there was a counccll 
called at Saragoffa^ Cefarea Augufia the Latines call it : : 
wherein the Fathers cenfurcd, and anathematized 'all fuch 
as fafted on the Lords day, caufa temporis. autperfuafionu, con.Tom,*. 
am fuperftitionU^ whether it were in reference unto any can* 
time* or mifperfwafion, or fuperftition, In reference un- 
to any times? this feemes to make the Sundayes fafi un- 
lawful in the time of Lent^xA fo it was accounted with- 
out all queft ion. For this looke Epiphanlus Expoffid.Qa- 
thoL Num.Z2 t S.Am&r.deEtia& jejunio, cap. I o*S. Hie~ 
romeepl. adLucinum.S. Chryfoftome Horn, w. in (Jen. 2. 
In two of which Foure fathers, Chryfoftme and Ambrofe 
the Saturday is excepted alfo. S.Auftin Epl. %&. fonciJ. 
> Agathenf^ can, I z, Aurelianenf. ^.can % i. Humberti Refp. 
ad llbellum Nicety and laft of all Rupertus 9 who lived 
in the beginning of the 12, Century, to d^fcend no Dedivlnk 
" lower; who withall tells us, that from thefirft Sunday 0§qM>W 
<f in Lent unto Safter day, are 42. dayes juft, whereof 
<f the Church faftethonely the 36*. it being prohibited by 
ct the Canon to faft upon the day of the 7 ReferreBion. 
Cc Vt igiturnoftri folennitas jejunij dsminico wgiscoapte** 
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t' fuferadditifunt. Therefore, faith he, that the fokmnr- 
< x tf of our faft might come more neere the £W/ exam- 
cc ple;the4.daye$ which occurre bctweene Shrovetue/day 
€c and the firft Sunday in Lent y yjere added to make up the 
number. But to come backe unto the times where before 
we left, partly in deteftation of the heretkkes before re- 
membred,but principally in honour of the refurreSHon^thc 
councell held at Carthage Anno. 398. did decree it thus. 

Can*^ £L Hl die dominico fiudiofe ]ejunat> non credatur Catholicus % 
that he which of fet purpofe did faft the Sunday fliould be 
held no Catholicke. 

( 9 ) For honefi recreations next , I finde not any 
thing to perfwade mee that they were not lawful! ? 
fince thofe which in themfelves were of no good 
name , no otherwife were prohibited in this prefent 

Can,88. *Age ; then as they were an hinderance to the yublicke 
fervice of the Church. For fo it was adjudged in the 
Councell of Carthage , before remembred. JPui die fo~ 
Unniy prxtermiffo ecclefia folemti cotfVentu, ad fpettacula 
*• vadity excommunicetur. He which upon a folemne day 
i€ fliall leave the fervice of the Church, to goe unto the 
€t common Chewes, be hee excommunicate. Where; 
by the way, this Canon reacheth unto thofe alfo,who are 
offenders in this kinde, as well on any of the other fefti* 
<vals y and folemne dayes, as upon the Sunday 1 and there- 
fore both alike confiderable in the preient bufineffe. 
But hereof, and the Jpettacu/a here prohibited, wee 
fliall have better opportunity to fpeake in the fol- 
lowing Age. And here it is to bee obferved , that 
as Saint Chryfoftome, before, confefled it to be kw- 
full for a man to looke unto his worldly bufinefle, on 
the Lords day, after the congregation was dif miffed : 
fohere, the Fathers feeme to difpence with thofe, who 
went unto the common [hew s y being worldly pleafures, 
though otherwife of no good name, as before wee faid ; 
in cafe they did not pretermit Gods publicke fervice. 

Therefore 
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Therefore we fafely may conclude,that they conceived it 
not unlawful for any man to follow his honeft pleafures, 
fuch as were harmeles in themfelves, and of good report, 
after the breaking up of the congregation. Of this fort 
queftionkfle 5 wcre7&^^/-/^,and all manly exercife stalking 
a£>road } or riding forth to take the aire,m/*7/ difcourfe, good 
company ,and ingenuous mirth: by any of the which the fpi- 
rits may be quickened, and the body ftrengthened. W hea- 
ther that dancing was allowed., is a tbing more queftiona- 
ble ; and probably as the dauncings were in the former 
times 5 it might not be fuffered: nay, which is more,ithad 
been infinite fcandall to the Churchy they had permitted 
it.For we may pleafe to know, that in the dancings ufed 
of ol d.throughout the principal Citties of the Roman Em- 
pire,there was much impurity and immodefty ; fuch as 
was not to be beheld by a Chriftian eye. Sometimes they 
danced ftarke naked^nd not privately alone^ but in publick 
feafts, This C /Vw obj efb againft Lucius P if o^quodin con* ^ 
vivio faltaret nudus ; the fame he alfo cafts in the teeth of ^^ m J& 
Ferresiznd Deiotaruswzs accufed of the like immodefty, "^ n ^ 
whereof perhaps he was not guilty. As for the Women^ 
they had armed themfelves with the like ftrange; impti- 
dency : and though they danced not naked, in the open 
ftreetcs, yet would be hired to attend naked at publicke 
feafts ; and after proftitute themfelves unto thofe guefts, 
for entertainment of the vvhich,they were thither broght, 
whereof fee Athenaus TUpnof.L Sueton.in Tiberio^ 

^.42,43, Andfor their dancings in the publicke, they ftu- 
died all thofe cunning and provoking Arts, by which 
they might entice young men to wantonnes, and inflame 
their lufts; ufingTafcivious geftures, and mingling with 
their dances moft immode (I fongs: nay, which is more 
than this, fomctimes of purpofe laying open to the eye 
and view of the fpedtatour, thofe parts which woman- 
hood and common honefty would not have uncovered. 
Sajpt [Ambrofe fo defcribes thcoiiand from him wee take 
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it. «s*n quicqMrH efi tarn pronum adlibidines, quam incon- 
Devtrztmb. ditismotibw , ea qua natura abfcondit, veldifciplinave- 
lib.$. lav it; membrorum open a nudare, ludere ocults y rot are cer~ 

vicem, comam jpargere ? What,faith he, is of greater force 
€s to excite mens luft,then by unfeemely motion to make 
€t bare thofe parts, which either nature hath hidden, or 
<c education taught us how to cover; to fling about their 
<€ neckes, and to tofl'e about their haire in a wan- 
cc ton manner. And in another place he is more parti- 
cular. Multeres in plateis inverecptndos fob conjpetlf* 
ado lef cent h lor nm intemperantium cboros ducunt^ jacJantes 
Dc Elia & comam, trahentes tunicas fcijf<e amiEhus^ ntid& Ucertos, 
jejumo.c 1 8. plaudentes manibm 3 perfonantes vocibus^ fait antes pedibus y ir~ 
r it antes in fejuvenum Ubidines motu hiftr ionic o, petulanti 
cento, dedecorofo Indibrio* The women, faith the father, 
u even in the fight of wanton and lafcivious youthes, 
cc daunce immodefi daunces 3 tofling about their hayre, 
<x drawing afide their coates,that fo they might lay open 
c< what fhould not be feene ; their garments open in ma- 
€t ny places for that purpofe alfo, their armes quite bares 
<r clapping their hands, capering with their feete, chan- 
u ting obfeene and filthy fongs (for afterwardi hee 
cc fpeakes de obfecenis cantibm ) finally (Hiring up the lufts 
<c ofungoverned men> by thofe uncomely motions,wan- 
ton lookes, and fhamefull fpeftacles. Saint Bajtlinhis 
tv2L&.deluxu & ebrietate, defcribe^ them much after the 
fame manner; whereof fee that father. Yet thinke not 
that all women were fo lewdly given, or fo immodeft in 
their dancings : but onely common women, which moft 
ufed thofe arts to increafe their cuftome; fiich as were 
jithen^nof. muttered up by Strata King of the Sdonians, to attend 
i i i.m 3 . hi s banquetingsj or fuch loofe trulls as Metfalma, and o- 
thers mentioned in the Poet, who pra&ifed thofe lafci- 
l ^ff at ' vioas dances, to inflame their paramours. Now to thefe 
common publicke dancings, the people in the Roman 
Empire had beene much accuftomed; efpecially in their 

height 
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people in the Roman Empire had beene much accufto- 
mcd ; efpecially in their height of fortune, wherein they 
were extreamely riotous and luxurious. And unto thefe, 
too many innocent foules, bcth young men and women, 
in the firft ages of the Churchy uled to repaire fometimes 
for their recreation, onely to iooke upon the fport ; and 
feeing thofe uncomely geftures, and uncivill fightes, 
wentbacke, fometimes, poffefled with unchafte defires 
and loofe affeftions, which might perhaps breake out at 
M, in difhoneft aftions. This made the Fathers of this 
Age, and of fome that followed,inveigh, as generally a- 
gainft all dancings as mod unlawfull in thcmfclves • fa 
more particularly, againft the fport it felfe,and the behoL- 
ding of the fame, upon thofe dayes, which were appoin- 
ted to Gods worfhip. And to thefe kinde of dancings % 
and to none but thefe, muftwee referre thofe declama- 
tions, which are fo frequent in their writings, whether 
in reference to the thing, or unto the times. Twooncly 
in this Century, have fpoken of dancing, as it reflects up- 
on the day. Saint Chryfoflome, and Epbrem Syrus. Saint 
Chryjojhmt, though laft in time, {ball be firft in place, peeltemof 
<c JW Tar* ^ <&fori'KH dvriv rr^Av s &c. There fore,faith he, mt% x * r,6# 
<c we ought to folemnife,this day with fpirituall honour, 
" not making riotus feafts thereon, fwimming in wine, 

drinking to drunkenneffe, or 
*f in wanton dancings ; but in releeving of our poore and 
diftrefled brethren. Where note that I have rendred 
yjptvtv}*, not fimply, <akw7tf/, but wanton dancing • se- 
eding to the nature of the word; which fignifiethfucb . . . 
yuncinp, as was mixt with fongs, according to the"'j^' m 
iafhion at this time in ufe, x°t e ^ choros*gito f Jalto> tri- * 
fudto, proprie cum cantu, as in the lexicon : and, for the 
quality of the fongs, .which in thofe times they ufed in 
daici fig, thzt is fhewpe before So that not dmcinz % iix^ 
ply, bxit immedeft dancing, fuch as was then in ufe, is by 
him prohibited* And to that purpofe, Ifbrem Syrus, i? 
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the workebehis. Fejlivitates dominicM honor are conten- 
Serm dedkh u dite % &c. Endeavour ear neftly, faith he, to honour the 
Vtjn$> <e Lords day , not in a worldly fort, but after a fpirituall 
u manner , not as the Gentiles kecpe their feafts, but as 
Chriftians ftiould. Am:>ngft which cuftomes of the 
Gentiles that are there forbidden, one and the principall is 
this ; non choreas dftcamiuxhzt we leade no dances ; that is 
no fuch im/nod?fl and unfeemely dancings^ as weremoft 
praftifed by the gentiles, and could not ftand with that 
difcreete behaviour, which pertained to ChriftUns. This 
- *Dt Eli* & c v id cnt by t h at vvhich Saint Ambrofe tells us. Notion eft 
jetnntocii*. 0mH ifr M ^ nugaces & tarpes faltationes ah epifiopU folere 
compefci : it is well knowne, faith hee, how carefully 
the Bilhopsdoereftraineall toying, light, and beaftly 
kinde of dances. So that in cafe the dwncings be not 
toying, light, nor beaftly, as were the dannces of the 
GentUes, whom they reprehendedjneither the fathers did 
intend them, nor the rulers of the Church reftrainc 
them. 

( to ) For the lrapsriall conjlittttions of this prcfent 
Age, they ftrike all of them u)on one and the (clfc 
fame ftring, with that of Conftantine, before remcm- 
bred: fave that the Emperour Cjratian, Valentinian and 
colTheol v Theodoflm, who were all partners in the Empire, fct oift 
anedi&to prohibit all publicke (hewesupon the Sun- 
day. NhHhs % die So\\$>{pettaculum pr&beat , nec divinam 
vensrationemfonfettafolennitate, confttndat. Such Wars the 
tetter of the Law : which being afterwards enlarged 
by Theodojius the younger y who lived in the next Cen- 
tury, wee (bait meete with there. The other Ediftj, 
which concern^ the bufine(Te, that is now in hand, were 
onely explanations and additions, unto that of Conft*n- 
tinex one in relation to the matter, the other in refe- 
. fence to the time. Firft, in relation to the matter, 

'C4t.Tte*l$f. urfiereas all Ittiges were retrained by the law of Con* 
Amine, from fitting on that day, in the ope* Court; 

there 
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there was a claufe, now added touching Arbitrators i 
that none fhould arbitrate any litigious caufe, or take 
cognizance of any pecuniary bufinefTe, on the Sunday • 
DebitHm publicum, privatumve, nullus efflagitet x nec 
tpud ipfos quidem arbitros y vel in judicijs flagitatos, vet 
(ponte deleft os, nil a fit agnitiojurgiorum I Let no manfue 
" upon the Sunday, for any publicke or private debt ; nci- 
* ther let any Arbitrator, whether appointed in open 
cc Court, or otherwife chofen by the parties • take cog- 
"nizance on the fame, of any branding and litigious 
<c bufinefles : a penalty being innided upon them 
that tranfgrefled herein. This publiflied by the fame 
three Emperours, Honorius, and Evodius, being that 
yeare confuls, which was in Anno 584- as the former Colrbeodof 
was. Afterwards Valentinian and Valens Emperours MMt*. 
were plealed to adde, neminem chrijfianum ab exxtto- 
ribus conveniri » v*lumus ; that they would have no 
Chriftians brought upon that day, before the officers of 
the Exchequer. In reference to the time, it was thought 
good by Valentinian, Theodofus and Arcadius, all three 
Emperours together, tomakefome other Feftivalls ca- 
pable of the fame exemption. For whereas formerly all 
the time of barvefi and of Autumns % was exempt fronx 
pleadings ; as that the Calends of lanuary or the new- 
yeares day, as now we call it, had antiently beene ho- 
noured with the fame immunity : thefe added thereun- 
to, the dayes on which the two great Citties of Rome and 
Conftantinople had beene built ; the feaven dayes before cod. Tkodof 
Safter day and the feaven that followed ; together with l ^ tlt ^ 
every Sunday in its courfe ; yea and the- birth-dayes of 
themfelves, with thofeon which each of them had be- 
gan his Empire : Sanftos quoque Pafcha dies qui feptem 
ztel pracedunt nptmerovelfequuntur in eadem obfervatione 
numeramus \ nec non&dies Sote (fo they call it all) qui 
repetito interfe calculo revolvuntur.Parem necejfe eft'haberi 
u^rmkmefim nofirii diebus > qui vel foe* wftictf , 
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imperij ortHSpromlere .\t is our pleafiire that the holy time 
€( of Eafter, for feven dayes fpace before and feven dayes 
<c after, fihoald be obferved in the fame manner : as all the 
cc Snndayes alfo in their feverall order and fucceflion.lt is 
"mectealfo that the like reverence be afforded to thofe 
<c dayes,in which we either were firft borne,or began our 
empires. Dated VII* Id. Aug. Timafius and Tromotus 
Confuls, which was 3 8 9. So that in this regard, the [acred 
day had no more priviledge than the civilly but were all 
alike ; the Emperours day as much refpefted, as the 
Lords, 

(li) Now as the dayes were thus eftablifhed, fo was 
the forme of wor Chip on thofe dayes eftablifhed,brought 
unto more perfection than it had beene formerly ; when 
their affemblies were prohibited, and their meeting$ 
dangerous, or at lead not fofafe and free as in this fourth 
Century. For in thefe times, if not before, the PrUfts 
that .waited at the Altar > attired themfelves in adiftinft 
habit at the minillration,from what they ufed to weare on 
other dayes ; the colour whitr^nd the fignificancy thereof 
to denote that holmes wherewith the Priefis of God ought 
ft* £^J?.4 4. to be apparelled y fiich as the Surplice now in ufe in the 
Church of England. Witnefle S. Rierome for. the Wefi\ 
that in the miniftration, they ufed a different habit from 
that of ordinary times. Religio divina alterum habitum 
habetinminifierio, alteram in tifu v it aqne commmii So 
Mv.Ptbg. farthegenerallheinformesus. For the particular next, 
lift, 1. in a reply uato Telagius, who it feemes difliked it • he 

askes him what offence it could be to God, that Bifnops, 
Priefts, Deacons, or thofe of any other inferiour order, 
in adminiftratione facrificiorum Candida vefie pr 0 ce$erint % 
did in the miniftration of the Eucharist, beftirre them- 
fclves in a white Vefiure. And fo Saint Chryfofiome for the 
i^/?,teiling the Priefis of Antioch, unto how high a cal- 
ling the Lord, had called them ; and how great power 
they hadtorcpcll unworthy men from the Lords Table; 

addes, 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



P.ART.J*- thtSabbath. CvLKV.f* ?\ 

addes that they were to reckon that for their Crowne and 
glory, and not that they were priviledged togoe about 
the Church in a white garment .T«7o t//^ a£i'a,,7«tj s-ipai?©-- 
dt>trds: kv 'ivcthivxQv yrccviTKoVy xal a<&QsiK&Qvlii ^£p/£*M^«Po/ fffl^g ^ jjl 
mrJtfli. Nor did the T-riefts onely thus avo w his catling, Afor/j. 
The people wanted not fome outward fignes and ceremo- 
nies y wherewith to honour their Redeemer; and teftifie 
unto the world thac they were his fervants and thatby 
bowing of the knee y which in thofe parts and times was 
the greatefl: figne, both of humility and fubjeftion. 
"Bowing the knee y in honour of their Saviour^ at the name 
of Icfus; and revetrndly kneeling or adoring, when they 
received the Sacrament of the Lords Supper. S. Ambrofe _ 
tells us of the firft,in his fixth Booke de opere Hexaemeri y ' Mf " 
where fpeaking of the effice of each fevwall member,he 
makes the bowing of the at the JV^aw of /^/^, the 
proper duty of that part. Flexibile gennqm pra ceteris 
domini mitigatur <9fenfa,&c. The knee, faith he, is flexl- 
<4 ble, by which especially the anger of the Lord is miti- 
<c gated, his difpleafure pacified, and bis grace 6 5 btcin(!ct^ 
Hoc enim patris fummi erga filium donnm eft y Ht in nomine 
I E S V omne genu curve-fur. For this, faith he, did the 
tc mod Mighty Father give as a fpeciallgift;to : his onciy * 
" fonne, that at the name of lefus every Jknee Jhould bom ■> 
This makes the matter plaine enough > vyeVneede goe no » 
further, yet fbme what to this purpose, may b? feene aLlo 

in S. Hierome in his Comment on pf Efay which 

reverence as they ufed at other times, fo mbft efpecially 
may they be thought to b^ve obf^rv?^ it injhe jjtiblickti \ 
meetings of tfoe Congregation £ ffl<n tefti;yij[ig (sA oiir - 
u Canon hath it} By tbeftroutw^cl cercq^onies and ge^ 
<( ftures, their inward bumHity^Cbriftian refolution, and 
Cf due acknowledgcment, thattbe Lord lefus Chrift the 
''true and £cernaft Sonne of God i\?bc 6ncly\ Saviour 
c 1of : the. ft 'wfejm 1 kidiic all the.' fne£c*$$* gtackaf 
c< wd^t^i(ls^(5tJatb ntan&iyie for thisJite au&tbe 
• ^-^^ * Gg life 
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treamely evill, and an occafion of much finne, were 
n»t yet pat downe. The^>7^ ^nd Theater were fre- 
quented hitherto, afwcll upon the Lirds&ty as on any 
other: and they were firft to be removed, before it could 
bcfcafonable to inhibit alawfull pleafure. Somewhat 
tothisefftft; was done in the Age before; the Empe- 
rours Gratia^ Valcntinim % and Theodtftit, having made 
a law, that no man ftiould exhibit any publicke fhc w^up- 
on the Sunday ) as before we noted. But this prevailed, 
not a the firft.- And thereupon the Fathers of the Coun- 
cell of CarthAge. in thefirll ycareof this fift Centurie, 
did theft and there decree by publicke order, to make pe- 
tition to the Emperour then being; ut JpettacuU the** 
trornn% % coeterorumqHe ludornm, die dominica; vel c ceteris 
religiMU CbrifiidH<e diebfU folennibtu^ amove antur 9 &c* 
Their fuitc was double, firft that the Jbewes exhibited on 
the^^^and other plaies then u fed, |*ight no mbre be 
fuffered on the Lards day, or any other f eft ival of the 
Cbriftmn0mrch 9 t^dz\[y upon the Ottaves of the fcaft 
o££ajter, what time the people ufed to go£ in greater' 
wmbers unto the Cirque or £he w-place, than the houfe 
o£Godj Then that for other dayes, no man might bee 
r^^W^^^iiirto^hem, fas they had bcene for^ 
rai^y) a« being a5foluteTy_r^ignant unto Gods com- 
mandemsntsV but char air people i^ouidbe;ieftat liber- 
ty to «oe <*-'■ not to goe , as thcy r would themfelveis. 
Nt&iQftrtere > ejuefiqunm vhriftianorttm ad hlec JpettawU 
€04&&c± ^dmioMrtet hafad tntlber^ 'voluntate fubftftat, 
pUMvht^^e^n ^*non. .'r-The^Emperaar 
Th9odBf¥*^vtxxpc>xt tnadtfcd, that- on the Urdrday,- on 
tte$eafto£^ to the SpiphaHj 

ottveiftkday y as we icall ic commonly j as alfo on the 
fcaft of Stytr-, andfrom thehec to Whiifontide, the Cir~ 
fw^anrf Thcattrt in allpteces &Qiild'be foxSt uptthat' fo al 
fclkbfott CkrijFto people might w>haiy> t^en^themfdves 
tOtheiwvke^fiSdd^ qui wins Jeptimanie pri- 
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^ Nat ale t at que Epiph^nlomm Chrifti ? Paf- T 

eg* Quinquagejim&diebpu Ojmnifhatrorum COt.Thttdoft 

tuque Cireenfium voluptqte per univerfas urbes carumdem 
populis dene gat tot* (kr/jlianorum fideliurptnentesd^i 
cuhibm occupentur. So farrc the letter of the h wv W^ich 
was enafted at Constantinople % th$ .firft.of February 
Anno 425. Tbeodojiu* the fecond time,. and ffyltztiflj- 
an being that yeare Confute. Where Hill obferyc^how 
equally the principall/^/?/^/^, and the Lords day jkcxz 
matched together : that being held ur>lawfull fo^the 
one, wpich was conceived (oof the other. Apd- fo it 
ftood^ untill the Ewpcrour Leo % by two.Ceyerali-Edift^ 
advanced tfre Lords day higher, than bpfbre it was, and 
made it lingular aboy pothers feftivalfy asin fomeTOth^r 
thipgs , ot which more r annQn; fo \n this particular. 
Form an Edift byliina fen*c.unto \JmaJi"f 9 at that time 
Captaine q( hi&Guar4)OXPr*f^ 

thujf„ JFirft generally, Dies feftos y diej tltijfim* majt~ 
fiati deciicatqs i nuttit volumus yaluptatibifs occupant ythsit 1 * 

u that he \vould have the holy d*jes t . which had beenedc- * 4 * 7 iu 
u dicatcd to the fupreame majefty y not to be, taken up 
T with pleasures, What wouldrhe have noptitfrn* 
at all onthe holydayes ? No* he faith not lo, but oncly 
that they (houlct not rt>bo(y bee&aken up with fpomand 
pleafures • ..no time being fpared for pioUs and rdjgk#f$ 
duties ,» Nor doth he barre all pleafiires on$fih*iS#wUj 
neither , aswefhall fee anon in the law it ielfcjvkllt 
pnely bafe f Then 
more particularly for the Lgrdtdajth&s, inreferencMo 
the point in hand., that neither ilpeatemox firquefyhi noc 
combattngs with vvilde beaft?, ftrculd bguftd thciepn; 
and if the ktrth day vxinaujHration of the JEflf)ptfr<M»» fe41 
upon the fijpjr^fctbe/*)^**/ thereof (hould'he re- 
ferrcd to another day*; no lefle a penalty than loflepf 
dignity, and eonfilcation of eftate,. being layd otvthefla 
that Ihould offend agaiaft his^pleafore,. But for the ***- 

ter 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



£4 Chaf. ?. TbeMftrytf Part. 3. 

humbled, and his affe&ions raifed to an height of god- 
linefle. The like he alfo tells us, in his ninth Bocke of 
Confijj?ow y andfixth Chapter. Nor doubt wee but it did 
produce the fame effedr,on divers others; who comming 
to the Churches, as he then did, to be partakers of the 
muficke,return d prepared in minde, and well difpofed 
in their intentions, to be converted unto God. Now that 
the Church might be frequented at the times appointed, 
and fo all fecret £onventic/es flopped, in thefe divided 
times', wherein fo many herefies did dominearc, and 
thit^fe itching eares of men, might notperfwade them 
to fiifch Churches: where God had not placed them, fo 
to difcourage their owne proper minifter ; it pleafed 
the Fathers in the Councell of Saragofa, Anno 368. or 

Cw.». thereabout to decree it thus. Firft, Ne latibulis cubic*- 
" lorum & nfonUum habitent qui in fiifpicionibus ferfeyerent : 
"that none who were fufpefted (of ^rifcillianjfme^ 
* c which wasthe humour that then reigned ;jfhould lurke 
€i in fecret corners, either in houfes or in hills; biitfol- 
#c low the example and di region of tre Priefts of God. 
Andfecohdly, ad alienas villas y agendorum convent uum 
caufanon conveniant- that none ftiould goe to other 
u places, under pretence of joyning there to the aflcm- 
fC bly, but keepe themfelves unto their owne. Which 
prudent Constitutions, upon the felfefame pious grounds, 
are ftiU prfcferved amongft us in the Church gf Eng- 
-land. 

X 1 2) Thus doe we fee upon what grounds the Lords 
^/ ftarids; on c ptfiomefab, and voluntary confecrationof 
it to religious meetings; that cufiome countenanced by 
"the dtitboritfof the Church of God, which tacitely ap- 
proved the fame; and finally confirmed and ratified by 
ChriftidriVxinces, throughout their Empires. And as the 
day, fo reft from labours, and reftraint from bufineiTe,up- 
on that day, received its greateft ftrength from the. fu- 
prcihe magiftrate, as long as hee reteined that power 

which 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



Par * t ti 



t k Sdktth 



■which to him briwias a* after from &i Gamm mi 4^ 
-cv«es of Gowwlhi the t&wtuU* Qffapjt, mi of 
• particular Pwtates* when the fate managing of Icclc. 
uafticall affaires was committed to them, I hope it 
was not fa with the farmer Sabbath, which neither 
tooke original! from cuftome, that people being not 
fo forward to give God a day; nor required any conn* 
tenancc or authority from the Kings of Ifrael, to con<* 
firme and ratifie it* The Lord had fpoke the word, thac 
hee would have one day in fearen j precifely the y*, 
venth day from the worlds creation, to be a day of reft 
unto all his people: which fayd, there was no more to 
doe, but gladly to fubmit and obey his pleafare; nee 
quicqHam reliqunm erat prater obfequq gloriam, in the 
grcateft Prince. And this done ail at once, not by dc^ 
grecsj by little and little, as he could fee the people afc 
fed;ed to it , or as hee found it fitted for them; like 4 
probation law made to continue till the next fejffion 
and then on further liking, to hold good for ever : but 
by a plaineand peremptory order that it fliotildbee fo, 
without further'tryall. But thus it was not done in our 
prefentbufinefle. The Lords day hadnofuch command 
that it fhould he fanttified , but was left plaincjy to 
Gods people, to pitch on this, or any other, for the 
pub/ickf ufc. And being taken up amongft them,andi 
made a day of meeting in the congregation,for religious 
exercifes ; yet for 300. yearcs there was neither Lav* 
to binde them to it, nor any refi from labour or from 
worldly bufinefles, required upon it. And when it fee* 
med good unto Chrijlian Princes, the nurfing Fathers of 
Gods Church, to lay reftraints upon their people, yet at 
the firft they were not generall: but onely thus, that cer- 
taincmen, in ccrtainc places, fhould layafide their or* 
dinary and dayly workes, to attend Gods fcrvice in the 
Church j thofewhofe employments were moft toyle* 



torn 
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lome, andmoft repugnant to the true nature of aSab~ 
bath, being allowed to follow and purfue their la- 
bours, becaufe mod neceflary to the Common-wealth. 
And in the following times, when as the Prince and 
prelate , in their feverall places, indeavcured to re- 
(traine them from that alfo which formerly they had per- 
'mitted, and interdicted almoft all kinde of bodily la- 
bour upon that day ; it was not brought about without 
much ftrngling, and on oppofition of the people : more 
than a thoufand yeares being paft, after Chrifls afcenti- 
on, before th* Lords day had attained thatftate in which 
now it ftandeth; as will appeare at full in the following 
ftory. And being brought unto that ftate, wherein 
now it (lands, it doth not ftand fo firmely and on fuch 
fure grounds, but that thofe powers which raifed it up, 
may take it lower if they pleafe, yea take it quite away, as 
unto the time y and fettle it on any other day y as to them ' 
feemesbeft y which is the doftrine of fbme Scboolemen, 
and diverfe Preteftant writers of great name and credit 
in the world. A power which no man will prefume to 
fay, was e ver cha Ienged by the lewes , ever the Sabbath. 
Befides, all things are plainely contrary in thefe two 
dayes,astothepurpofeandintentof the inftitmion. For 
in the Sabbath^ that which was principally aimed at, 
was reft from labour, that neither they nor any that be- 
longed unto them, fhould doe any manner of worke upon 
that day, but fit (till, and reft themfelves. Their medi- 
tating on Gods Word, or on his goodneffe, manifeft in 
the worlds Creation, was to that an accejfory : and as for 
reading of the Law in the Congregation, that was not 
taken up in more than a thoufand yeares after the Law 
was given; and being taken tip, came in by ecclefafticall 
ordinance onely, no «Vt//Wauthority . But in the inftitu. 
tim ofthc Lords day } that which was principally aimed 
at, was the performance of religious and Chritfian du- 
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the Sabbath. 
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ties- hearing the Word, receiving of the Sacrament ^,prai- 
fing the Lord for all his mercies, and praying to him 
joyntly with the Congregation, for the continuance of 
the fame Reft and ceffation from the workes of labour, 
came not in till afterwards; and then but as an acceffory 
to the former duties- and that not fetled and ettabliflied * 
in a thoufand yeares, as before was faid; when all the 
proper and peculiar duties of the day, had beene at their 
perfection a long time before. So that if we regard ei- 
ther inftitution or the authority by which they were fo 
inftituted, the end and purpofe at the which they prin^- 
pally aymed, or the proceedings in the fetling and confir- 
ming of them: the difference will be found fo great, 
that of theLords day ,no man affirme in fence and reafon, 
that it is a Sabbath^ or fo to be obferved, as the Sabbath 
was. And cfertaincly if not before, yet now at leaft it 
it had beene feafonable , to have tranflated the 
Lords day* 9 into the nature of a Sabbath ; had it at 
•all beene thought a neceffary duty, that it fliould 
be fo. Before the Church confifted much of fervants, 
who being obnoxious to their Matters, could not 
fo fitly lay afide their bufineffe, to attend the pub- 
licke lervice of the Congregation : but needes it muft 
have brought fome fcandall unto the Gofpell; and 
mo fmall danger unto thofe who did profeffe it. 
But now, wnen peace and full tranquillity was re- 
ftored unto the Church , and that almoft all people 



Deenetohaveimpofed on all men equally, a reftraint 
from labours, that la all of them . might together, 
apply themfelves wholy to religious exercifts, 
the l'ervant without feare of his Matters anger , the 
Matter without danger of being betrayed by a faith- 
lefle fervant. A pregnant evidence , that neither in 
thefe times, nor in thofe before, the Chriftians ever 



[enerally had embraced 




Gg4 



made 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



Ch a £ The Hifterk of P a r t u 

made it a matter of confidence, to forbeare their la- 
bours upon any day; further than as thtey were reftf ained 
by fupreame authority : which licencing the tnoft toyle- 
fome labours, on this day, and reftraining thofe which 
were moft eafie: moft plainely manifefted, that the 
Lprds daj W as not meant for a SMtth day. 
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CHAP- 

The great improvement of the Lords 
day, in the fift and {ixt Jges, 
mike it not a Sdfath. 



' ( n) In what eflate the Lords day /W*#S.Auftines 
time. ( 2 ) Stage-playes, Wpublikc fhewes prohibited 
*n the Lords day, and the other holy dayes; by Imperia/l E~ 
ditts. ( g ) The bafe and beaSily nature of the Stage-play es. 
<tf thofe times wufe. ( 4 ) The barbarous, and bloody qua* 
lit j of JtaSpe&acula, or fhewes at this time prohibited, 
(5 ) JV#ffor*#civillbufme^ 
retrained c# the Lords day, Emperour Leoj 

fomegiveit out, (6) The French W Spaniards i» fA* 
fixt Age, begin to Iudaize f Lords day j and of 
refiraint of husbandry, f #» J?r/? 

f 7) The fo much Med Canon of the Councellof 
con, proves no I ords-day-Sabbath. (8) Of publicke 
honours done in thefe Ages, to the Lords clay, by Prince 
andTreUte. .(y) No evening fervice <w the* Lords day, 
tiK thefe prefent ages \ (io) 0/publicke orders ncwefta- 
blifhed y for the better regulating of the Lords fay -wettings. 
{11) The Lords day not more reckoned of than the greater 
-feftivals 2 and of the other holy dayes, thefe ages in- 
Jtimed 9 (12 ) All bufineflc *vd recreation, not, h Law, 

prohU ; 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



C h a p . 4* rktffipry of P a a r ; 2; 

prohibited, arc in themj "elves as lan foil on the Lords day,** 
on any other. 




CO 

Ec are now come unto the times, 
wherein the Church began to fettle; ha- 
ving with much adoe got the better 
hand of Gentilifmt, and maflered thofe 
ftiffe herefies of the Arians, CMace- 
dmians . and fiich other as defcended 
from them : Vnto thofe times, wherein the troubles 
which before diftrafted her peace and quiet.bcing well 
appeafed; all things began to grow together in a perfedl 
harmony: what time the faithfull being united, better 
than beforejin points of/^ew^^jbecame more uniform 
in matters of devotion*, and in that uniformity did a* 

free together, to give the Lords day all the honour of an 
etyfeftivalL Yet wa* not this done all at once but by de- 
grees : the fift ancUixt Centuries being fully fpent, before 
it came unto that height, which hath fince continued.The 
EmperoHrs and the Prelates in thefe times, had the fame 
affe'&ions; bothearneft to advance this day above all o* 
thenandtothe^^woftheone, and Ecclcfiafticallcw- 
ftitmions of the other,it ftands indebted for many of thole 
privitedges and exemptions, which it ftitt enjoy eth. But 
by degrees, as now I laid , and not all at once : For in- S. 
Attftins time,who lived in the beginning of this fift Cen- 
tury it was no otherwife with zbcLords day then as it was 
before, in the former Age> accounted one of thofe iet 
dayes and probably the principally which was detfgfied 
and fet a part for (Sod; publicke worfhip. Amongftthc 
writings of that Father,which are his unqueftionably, we 
finde not much that doth conduce to our prefent bufineflfe: 
but what wc finde,wc fhall communicate, with as much 

brevity 
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brevity as we can. The Snndayes faft he doth abhomi- 
nate,as a publicke fcandall, Qui* deum non offsndttyfi velit 
cum fcmdalo totivu ecclefi<z4$edominicojejunare. Theexer- E ?^ 6 ' 
cife of the day,hedefcribesinbriefe, in this forme that ^ . . 
f olloweth. Venit Pafcha^atqtie ipfo die dominico^ mnne y fre- / I*™ I**' 
quenspap^lmpr^fens er at. FaEbo flentio y divinarHm Scrips 
tHrarttm leBa font folennia y &c. Safier was come, and on 
Cr the Lords day in the morning,the people had aflembled 
cr themfelves together. All being filent and attent, thofe 
"leffons out of holy Scripture , which were appointed 
€i for the time, were read unto them, When wee were 
ff come unto that part of the publicke fervice,, which was 
€c allotted for the Sermon, I fpake unto them what was 
Cf proper for the prefent feftivall , and moft agreeable 
* f to the time.*. Service being done I tooke the man 
* f a long to dinner, (a man hee meanes, that had reco- 
vered very ftrangely in the Church that morning) 
" who told us all the ftory of thofe fad calamities, which 
ci had befallen him. This is not much, but in this little 
there are two things worth our obfervation. Firft,that 
the )ermon in thofe times, was not accounted either the 
cnely, or the principall part of Gods publicke fervice; 
but onely had a place in the Common Litnrgie : which 
place was probably the fame, which it ftill retaines,/*?/ 
Scripturarumfolennia, after the reading of the Gojpe//, ' 
i Next that it was not thought unlawful! in this Fathers 
time>totalke of fecular and humane affaires upon this 
day, as fomenoW imagine; or to call friends or Gran- 
gers to our Table y as it is fuppofed S. Atiftin being-one 
of To drift a life, that hee would rather have put off the 
invitation, and the ftory both,to another day; had hee fo 
conceived it. Nor doth the Father fpeake ok Sundays* 
if it were the onely feftivalt that was to be obferved of 
a Chriftian rmxi. Other feftivities there were which hee xtntAdimwh r 
tels us of. Firft generally, Nos qnotfue & dommicnm di-<. 1 6. 
cmj&T fifth*) folenniter c*lebr<mM } & ^uaflihei atim 

Chrifti*. 
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Chnftimte Swam pfiivium, The l**4r4*y% E#for> 
and all other ChriftUnfeftivtls ; were alike to him? And 
E?l i t 8, he enumerates fome particulars too, the refptrrt$bi<m y pafi, 
fion, and afcention of our Lord and £^>/W,together with 
the comming of the holy G%?;vvhich conftantly were cele- 
brated, amiverfaria (olennitate. Not that there were 
no other feftivals than obferved in the Chriftian Church, 
but that thofefo tire were reckoned to be ApoHelicatl . 
and had beene generally received in all ages pa(t< As for 
the Sacrament, it was not tyed to any day, but was ad- 
miniftred indifferently, upon all alike; except it were 
in fome few places, where it had beene reftrained to this 
day alone, Alij quotidie communicant corpori & fanguini 
dominico, alij certis diebus accipiunt : alibi Sabbat o tantum 
& dominico, alibi tantum dominico, as he there informes us # ' 
<c Some, faith the Father, doe every day communicate, 
* c receiving the Lords body and blood; and others onely 
cc upon certaine and appointed times : in fome parts 
cC onely on the SaUath, and upon the Sunday* in 
others on the Sunday onely. As for thofe workes 
afcribed unto him , whicn either are not his , 
or at leaft are queftionable ; they informe us thus.* 
The trad: de re&itudine Cathol, converfationis, advifeth us 
to be attent and filent all the time of Divine Service, not 
telling tales, nor falling into jarres and quarells, as be- % 
ing to anfwere fuch of us as offend therein, for a double, 
fault: Dumnec ipfe verbtm Dei audit, nec alios audire 
permittit, as neither hearkening to the Word of God 
our felves , nor permitting others. In the 2 s 1 . Sermon, 
infcribed De tempore, we are commanded to lay afide all 
Worldly bufineffes, in folennitatibus fanttorum, & maxi- 
« c meindomimcKdiebui, upon the feftivals of the Saints, 
*' but the Lords day fpecially : that wee may be the rea- 
dier for divine iraployments. Where note, that whofo- 
iever made the Sermon, it was his purpofe,that on the 
Smts dajes men were to forbearc all worldly bufinefles- 
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a nd not upon the Lords day onely, though on that effect, 
ally. And in the fame it is affirmed, that the Lords day was 
<c inftituted by the "Dehors of the Church, Apcft/es and 
u Apoftolicall mnf\\t honours of the IeteiJbSabbath being 
" by them transfer red unto vt.S«xEti eccteji^ 'DoElcres om- 
nem fudaici Sabbatijmi glortam in Mam transferre decrtve- 
^^.Particularly it is enjoyned, ut a vejperadiei Sabbati* 
afqucinvejperam diet deminici, fcqueftrati arurali of ere, 
&c. folo divino cultui vacemm ; that from the Saturday 
<c evening untill Sunday night, men (hould abftaine 
<f from &#y&W^,and all other bufinelfe,and onely give 
themfelves to the fervice of God. J t feemes, Tome ufed 
to hunt on the Lords day then;.for there it is prohibited as 
a devilifti exercife : j^mHhs ^jn die dominico^ in venatione 
feoccupet, & diabolico mancipetur officio, with command 
enough. Nay in the 244. of thofe de tempore, it is in/py- 
ned above all things, with an ante omnia, that no man 
meddle with his wife, either upon the Lords day, or the 
Other holy dayes. Ante omnia que ties dies dominicus, ant 
.*li<e feftivitates veniunt, uxor em [nam nutlus apnofcat* 
which I the rather note, though not worth the noting, 
that thofe who are poffefled with fo ppore a fancie, (and 
fome fuch there be) would pleafe to be as carefull of the 
holy dayes, as of the Sundayes, being alike expreffed in 
the Prohibition. One may con/efture eafily bothby the 
Me, and by the ftate of tnings then being, in the Ghri- 
ftian Church, that neither of thefe Sermons (riot to fky 
any thing of the reft which concerne us not) could be 
writ by Auftin^ht latter,every thing therein confider^d, 
by no man of wifedome. v 

( 1 ) I fay as thin gs then were in the Chriftian Church, 
that ^r^(w was not likely to be Saint Auftbts. It had 
beene too much raflhneffe, in him, to reftraine men from 
hvfbandry, the Emperours Edift which permitted it, be- 
ing ftill in force s or to pohibit hunting, being in it felfe 
^lawful! fport j whenfoch as in themfelves were e*- 

treamcly 
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i life to come, are fully and wholly comprized, for fe^- 
iA^ or^^atthe inftantjof receiving the hotoSacra- 
.racnt, the fame. S . Ambroje on thofe words ^w<r 
VtSp.Sto. fateftoole, doth cxponnd it thus. Wer fcabeltum terrain 
M 3 ^Jp, i xelligitar^ per terrain antem caro Chrijiiy qnam hodie quoque 
is in mytterijs ad&ramtts. By the foot eft oolc here, we are to 

> « understand the JE**>A and by the the flcflvof 
HoM.uk Chrift, which wee adoirc m the holy myftcries: which 
fybefi plainely fhewes what was the cuftomc of thefe times. 

> And ioS^ChryfoBom tells his Audience, that the grc&t 
"King hath made ready his Table, {rfAvtfr 0*f /- 
" Wn] the Angels miniftring at the fame, the King him- 
^felfe in presence, why then.ftand they, ftill ? In cafe 
u -they are provided of a wedding garment, why do they not 
' € hlldowne % indthen^ommmkatei 'Afoe xcLSapxirwi *:<*v 
im^U^ ^rky.^ A dor a & commmica as the Latin 
fenders it* < Where if the word adorati$n feeme a little 
ftrange, wemay take tioticc that it is fo ufed by £i£hop 

&tfenc>Art.B Thefacramtnt) faith he in that fort i.e. in resell *f 

that -which they ftgnifiey and mt in rcjpeft of tfrkt which they 
* are m themfclves, are the pjh pf .Chrift- and are fa under- 
ftood\ andbekeved and 1 adored. And in another place of the 
4anie 8. Article^ 2ior dtcweonely adore Chrift , as very 
C^ Jut w^ doe alfowor/hip and reverence the Sacrament, 
and holy nly ft cries of Chrift s body : yttfo that we adore tfyem 
naswuhgodly honour^ as we doc Chrift himfeJfe : See more 
hereof itiCy W// i vBifhop' otBUtHfalem, fatec hs 5 * where 
fdorationis cxprefly mentioned: and for the clofe of all, 
tjiat which is told us by S. Anfiin % how in his time the 
Gentiles charged it on the Chrtfttans, that they did wor- 
ship Ceres and Bacchus- which Was occafioncd quef^i- 
etntFduff. [oi^eflcbyfeafonof'thefr when they 

MnnichM* received the bread and wine in the holy Sacrament. Not 
ao.fjf.93,, that this life of kneeling ox adoring, was not more anticnt 
in ffieChurch,* for fuch a cuftome may be gathered both 
oat o f Origen and Tertullkn^in theagc before r but that 

this 
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this age affords us the mod cleare and perfaft evidence, 
for the pH?ofe thereof. And howfoevcr in thefe tiote^ 
and maa? l Age$ fbllovving after, 'the people u(ed'n6t*ip 4 
ftarid at the publicke prayers, both on the to X#w 
the Pwtecofi: as before I noted ; yet on thofe day^/if 
they received the blefltfd Sacrament, they either life d to* 
how their bodies , or prottrate themfel ves, or make Tome 
other kinde of Adoration, of no lefle reverence than knee- 
ling which comes all to one. So for the mufickeufed iti 
the Congregation, it grew more exquifite in thefe tides 
than it had bcene formerly : that which before wa$ one- 
iy £ melodious kind of pronunciation, being ^riow or- 
dered into a more exaft and artificiall harnriorife. Thtt 
•change was principally occafionedby a Cantor 6f the 
Cotincellof L udicea, in the firfl entrance of this^ge^ 
I For where before it was permitted -ujitd*all prbmifcu- 
oufly,to fing in theChurchj it wasobfertfed tnatinfiidi 
?diffonancie of voyces, and moft of theifi iihskilfull irt the 
notes* of muficke, there was no fm^H i jarfing an'du i rtplt'i- 
fant founds; This Councell thereupon ordaihed*,' py/SV 

that none (houldfin^ hereafter in the Cbngriegatioh^ biitV^ ii. 
fiich as we*e Ganonically appointed to it, &fid skilfullih* 
it. By meanes whereof befofrtfnthe fominf* 'tip 6ff 
this fourm Century, the mufitik* of -the Church; b£#rtte* 
v^ery perfeft and harmonious ; (km%'& trftfittofi *V#ci\ 
cant*ta 9 \ s S. jtx&tntch lis; $tfpe?fe& ^d ; ha!W6hio^ tCM /^^' xo - 
that it did worke exceedingly^ on the affeaiort* oF'the'**' 3 *' 

t*tis, inflame their mindes with 1 i mott lively* ffittttTof 
piety; taking them -prifon^by tfce *fives; h }m fd con- 
du&ingthem unto the glorfes 'of God* fcfagtfofae. iX Sf 
dusiin attributes a^rtatcaufedfhfe cron^crfian; ; lb ^ ibid. 
powers thereof; calling tofmindt k tht)fefreqttfcnt telf^ 
luatf^ddeaHttHveehfiHttki Which tiatfWene draw^S* 
ffdm him by th&fawci^ ' 
Gg 2 humbled, 
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ter fatisfa&ion, take fo much of the law it fetfe, as con- 
cernes this bufincflfe. Nihtl eadem die vendicet Jcena tbea- 
tralis, ant circenfe certamem y ant ferarmn Uchrymofa fp?. 
Elacula x Etiam fi in noftrum ortum aut natalem celebran- 
da folennitas tnciderit, differatttr. Jmijponem militia ; 
profcriptionemqne patrimony fuftineb it , fi cjuis unquam 
jpeftaculis hoc die interejfe } Q prafumpferit. J Given at 
Constantinople^ CMartian and Zeno hcing confuls; 4.69 of 
our Saviours birth, 

( 3 ) Now for the things prohibited in thefe (everall 
Edidts, wee will take notice of twochiefely, the fports 
accuftomed to bee fhowne on the ft age or theater-, and 
thofe Spettacula y whereirrmen with bcafts, and fome- 
times men with men,did ufe to fight^togethir in the CV>- 
que or Jbew-pUce : that we may know the better whac 
thefe Princes aimed at, and what the fathers meane in 
tfieir frequent inveflives^gainft playes, zn&Jhewes. And 
firft for that which firft is named, the fcene or ftage-playes, 
though they aro(e from poore beginnings, yet they at- 
tained at laft to an infinite impudence; fuch as no mo- 
deft eye could endure to fee, or care to heare. The whole 
contexture of the Poem*, wanton and lafcivious; the 
fpeeches moft extreamcly fordid, and obfeene; the afti- 
on fuch, as did not fo much pcrfonate,as performs \,all bale 
feinde of vices. Their women, as their parts were fra- 
med, did many times aft naked, on the open ftage; and 
fometimes, did performe the laft aBioi Inft, even in the 
fight of all jpettators : then which what greater fcorne 
could be given to nature, what moreimmodeft fpcttaclc 
m* th,itrt could bee ce P refen tcd to the eye of heaven. This Cafar 
S.u BmKmger affurcs us, and withall makes it the cbiefc 
caufe, why both profane and facred Authors did cry 
downe the ftage, as being a place <s>f fuch unclcannefle : 
Authorcs amnes enm facri turn profani, jpurcitiem fcena 
CX4g$t4nt 9 nonmodo quod fabuU okjeena in fena, aqcrcntur y 
fit ctism ^HQ^mtHS g*ftuft}*c. ejfeni impudici, at que adto 

' frofti- 
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proftibulaipfainfcenamfapevenirent y &fcena proftarent. 
So he : Nor hath he done them wron or delivered any 
thing, without good authority. Lattantius and TertuU 
Han, have affirmed as much, and from them hee had it ; 
moulding up into one relation, what they had federally 
reported, Rrlt for their Women, afting naked, Lattantius 
fairh that fo it wa$ in all their playes, devoted to the me- 
mory of their Goddeffe Flora. Exuuntur vefiibus popnh Vefal/lrth 
fljgitante meretrices, qua tunc mimorum funguntur officio, *' l ' c,z0 * 
(< &c % The whores , which ufei to act thofe parts, ( for 
cc who elfe would doe it ) were by the people importu- 
"nedtoput off their cioathes, which they did accor- 
dingly; and being ^^'perfonated, as the Mimickes 
"ufed, all fliameleffe and immodeft geftures ; till thc^^f**" 
"mod impudent eye amongft them was glutted with u *** m * * 7# 
" fo fou!e a fpeftacle. Then for the other filthine(Te, 
Tertullian tells us, that the common proftitutes, fuch as 
received the Hits of all the towne, like the common 
fewers, performed thofe beaftly afts on the pnblicki Vtguter*. 
fi*ge\ and which was yet more {hamefull, in the fight ^ ~" 
and prefence of the felfefame fexe. Ipfa etiam profiibula, 
public a libidink boftia, infeena proferuntur y plusnuferain 
prejentiafoeminarum, as that Authour hath it. And fiire 
there mud be in them, fome extreame impurities ; whet^ 
Sylvian a godly Bifhop of this Age, hath told us of them^ 
that fuch they we re, Vt ea non folum dicer e, fed etiam re- 
cordari, aliquis fine pollutions non pojfit : that none could 
fpeake, no not fo much as thinke of them, without fome 
infeftion. Such, that whereas ail other crimes, of 
what kinde foever, murder, adultery, and theft ,and fa- 
criledge, and others of that heinous nature, might with- 
out any breach of Modefty, be accufed and cenfured : 
SoU impuritatcs tbeatrorum funt, qua honefie non pofiunt 
velaccufari, the bafeneffe of the theaters was fo tranfeen- 
dent, that no man could accufe them, but rauft put off 
tnodefiy. No mcrvaile therefore if die fathers both of 

H h this 
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this and the former Ages, ufed todeclaimefo much a- 
gainft them,and to cry them downe^at kaft to weane the 
people from them : as being the bane of chaftity ; thc Ship* 
wrack* of the Soule, the devils temples, the fcandal I of the 
w/i,and the Jhame of nature .No merveile if the Councell 
held in Carthage, in the Age before, or any of the Chriffi- 

. an writers of thele prelenttimes,^/^^and Chryfoftome, 
and the reft Jb highly cenfured thofe.who left the Church 
and publicke fervice of the Lord, to goe to thofe impure 
delights,and unmanlike fpeftacles : or that the Fathers in 
the fame place affembled, in this prefent century, agreed 
fo well together to petition the Emperours then being, 
to redrefle this mifchiefe $ or laftly that the Smperours of 
thele times, lent out their Edi&s,to prohibit fuch unchri- 

fiian fports. 

(4 ) As wicked } as u nchrifii an , were thofe other fkewe$ y 
againft which the felfe fame Fathers doe enveigh, a- 
gainft the which the forefayd Councels did petition, and 
the good Emperours before rememb' ecf, made their fe- 
verall lawes • though of a very different nature .• thofe 
worthily abhominated for their filthy hafenejfe . and thefc 
as much to be detefted for their inhumanity. It was the 
cuftome of the great ones in the State of Rome, to court 
the favour of the people, by entertaining them with fe- 
verallfhewes; whicnin the end became repleate with 
all kinde of cruelty y which fafhion afterwards was re- 
tained among the Emperours , the better to content the 
vulgar, and keepe them in a good opinion of the prefent 
change. Sometimes they entertained their humours by 
prefenting them with diverfe forts of cruell and outlan- 
difli beafts ; which being brought into the place appoin- 
ted, were chafed and hunted up and downe, by fuch as 
were condemned to dye, or otherwife would adventure 
for reward and hire. In which it hapned many times, 
that many a man was made a prey unto Beares and Ly- 
ons, and other beafts of the like feirce and cruell nature^ • 

and 
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and therefore in the Smperours law before recited, arc 
juftly Oillcdferawm lachrymofa fpetlacula* z mod pro- 
per ffpithitc. Sometimes againe they would prefent 
them with zjbew oifencers, not fuch as played at Cud- 
gells, or with fwords rebated ; onely to frew their 
a&iveneffe, and teach men how to ufe their weapons, 
but fuch, as in good earned, were to fight it out, and not 
give over till the vi&ory was made good by death. 
Andtheiel take to be Cirque-fights, or the Circenfe cer- 
tamen, principally in the law prohibited, Tertullian tels Dc fP e 8* c 
us of the hr({,ferarum voluptati f ttis non fieri, nifi & feris 
humana corpora dijpparentur ; that they conceived the 
beafts had not fport enough, unles they tore in peeccs the 
wretched bodies of poore men. And to the other we may 
well apply the words of Cyprian, ^uidpctefiinhumanms^ E t l z, ' i%l 
efuid acerb im diet > difciplina efi ut perimere qui* pojfit gloria, 
" quod peremit. What, faith the Father, can be told that 
<c is more cruell more inhumane. Murder is growne in- 
Ct to an Art, and they that kill moft, have the greateft 
4C honour. And fo inaeed they had, there being reward's 
defigned for them, that came off with vidtory ; liberty, 
if they had beene Bondmen*, if Freemen ; fometimes money 
and fometimes a garland of palme-tree, which being 
wound about with certaine wollen ribbands called Lem- 
nifci, had generally the name of Palm* Lemnifcau. With n 
this Tertullian doth upbraide the Roman people, that .1-1 
whereas fometimes they would cry out,to have a notable ta ^ W4 
murderer caft unto the Lyons; fidem gladiami. atmi ru- 
dempetunt, & pileum premium conferunt, the felfefaftie 
men would have fome cruel fwafti-buckler or gladiator, 
rewarded with a Rod and cappe, the fignes of freedom?. 
Thefe barbarous and bloody fights,, beiftg fo farre diffe- 
rent from the fpirit of meekeneffe, which was the badge 
and proper cognizance of a Cbriftian- were therefore 
bitterly inveighed againft by the an tient writers, the Re- 
verend Fathers of the Church : and fuch as barkened not 

Hh 2 to 
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to their exhortations, efteemed as men given over to a 
reprobate fence • fuch as had call away their Iht ry, and 
f orfooke their t^Mafter. 1 he nature of thefe fights, and 
the opinion had of thofe which did frequent them, wee 
Coufesfton cannot better ft ew then b y the ftor y of Alipitn.zs S. Au- 
lib. 6.€.$ ' fi tn tels itjand is briefly this* Quidam amici e)m & con. 

difcipuliy&c . Some friends of his meeting him as he came 
from dinner, with a familiar kinde of violence, forced 
"him, againft his will, togoe with them into the Am- 
"phithe at or {fox there thefe fports were fometimes held) 
u crudelium & funettorum ludorum diebu$ % upon a day 
" defigned to thefexrueli paftimes. He told them by the 
€C way, that though they haled his body with them, yet 
€t (hould his eyes and foule bee free from thefe bloody 
u fpeftacles, cum talia averfaretur & deteftaretur, which 
€t of himfelfe hee fo detefted. But thither hee went and 
"tooke his place, andprefently clofedhis eyes that hee 
€i might not fee thofe difmall fights, which were before 
* c him. When as the fight waxed hot, & omnia ferve- 
u bctnt immanisjimu voluptatibw , and all were taken up 
"with thofe unmercifuli delights, upon a fuddaine 
"ftiout, occafioned in the fight, hee let loofe his eyes 
"to fee what it meant : JEt percufius eft graviori 
u vulnere in anima , quam ille in corf ore • ceviditquc 
c< miferabilius , qmm ille y , quo cadente fattus eft 
" clamor. By meanes whereof, he became fmitten with 
" a greater wound in his foule, than the poore fellow 
u in his body ; and fell more miferably by farre,than hee, 
" upon whole death the fayd noyfe was raifed. How 
<f fo I Vt enim vidit ilium fangmnem y immavitaUm ftmul 
u cbibit y &c. For prefently alfoone, as hee beheld the 
i' blood, hee fucked in cruelty, and drew in the furies 
<c of the place* being delighted with the wickednefle 
u thefport,. and made drunke, as it were, with thofe 
c< bloody fpeftades. Such playes and Jbewes as thefe, 
^erenotunlawfulltobe feene on the Lords day onely, 
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• 

but on all dayes t\ic. And fuch and none but fuch, were 
thtflayeszn&JheTveSy againft the which the Fathers doe 
enveigh with fo much bitterneffe which as they were 
unworthy of a Chriftiantyt^ fo as religion did prevaik, 
they began to vanifli ; and finally were put downe, I 
meane thefe laft, by iheodorkus King of the Cjvtbes y in 
Italy. Our playes and thcirs,our fhewes and theirs, yea and 
our danncings too compared with theirs, are no more of Anm i t 
kinne ; than Alexander the Coppe fim'ith was with Alex- Anno 469. 
anderzhe G reat King otCWacedon. Nay if B aromas tells 
us true, aslthinkehe doth/ thefe Playes and Cirque- 
fights were not prohibited by the Emperour Leo* be- 
caufe hee thought them not as lawfull to be performed 
upon the Lords day^t on any other, but for a more parti- 
cular reafon. Hee had a purpofe to avenge himfelfe of 
'jljper and Ardaburiusjcwo great and power full men that 
had confpired againft his fafery; and for the execution of 
that purpofe made choyce of fuch a time, when the C/>- 
venfian jports were to be exhibited. Which therefore he 
prohibited at this time, to be preiented on the Sunday ; 
becaufe though his revenge was juft, yet the eftufon of 
fo much Chnftian blood on that [acred day ; m ight bee a 
blemifh to religion, Ne licet juftaejfet uh<w^ tamendiem 
fiacrum ignominia videripojfet labefaElaffe.So fane the Car- 
dinal^ 

(5 ) A fecond thine which this Emperour did,, in the 
advancing of the Lords day y was in relation unto Civjjl 
and legall bufineffes. It was before appointed by the 
Emperour Conftantine, that Iudges fliouid not fit that cod.l.i defer'. 
day,in the open Court x the Emperours Gratian, Volenti /ex.2.. 
nian^ and Tbeodofiw adding thereunto, that none fiiould 
arbitrate in any brawling and litigious caufe, upon the 
fame. And whereas, Valentinian y Theodofiiw, and Ar- 
cadiw, had priviledged other dayes, as well as Sunday, 
from the finite s of Court , which dayes are formerly re- 
membred, in their proper place : The Emperour Theodo- 

Hh 3 
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^,thcyoungcr;wasplcafcat<^addcthc fcaft of Chri/h 
Nativity, and fo to the Epiphany, or twelfth-tide as we 
- ufc to call it, together with feaven dayes before, and 
leaven dayes after : \^Diem natalis domini, & epipha- 
nid y feptem qui pracedunt, & feptem qui fequuntur'J 
making this feftiv all with the reft before remembred, 
in this cafe equal! with the Sunday. Where by the way; 
wee may obfervc.of what antiquity the feaft of the £- 
piphany i is to be accounted ; as having got uoto fuch an 
height in this Emperours time, ( hee entred on the Em- 
pire Anno 408) as to be priviledged in the felfe-fame 
irianner,as Chrifimafe was. And not in this refpeft a- 
lQne,in vcfpc&ofy/eadiHgs, but in a following law of his 
Anno 425 .he declared his pleafure>that this day,with the 
other principall/^*#x,as before we noted, was not to be 
prophaned, as it had beene formerly, by the Cirques and 
Theaters* For the antiquity thereof more might be faicte* 
were not this fufficient.Onely I adde, that in the Safterne 
Churches from the times of old,they ufedto lengthen out 
theifcaftof Chriftmaffefox 1 a dayts together ; not ending 
the folemnities of the lame, till the Epiphany was gone 
oyer : from whence in likelihood, that cuftome came 
at laft, .ta thefe. Wefterne p^rts / Nativitatem domini 
jEfiphanU continuant es, duos Was feftivitates unamfaciunt. 
Sijffta* 3 J « So Otho. Frjfnigenjis tels us of them.. But to proceede 5 
irfeemes thateyther thefe Ediftt were not well obfer- 
▼ed j or dfethe minifiers of<the Courts ufed to meete 
together, for difpatch of bufincflcon that day, though 
the I*dgs di4 not. Therefore it feemed good to this 
Eynperour Lto> intheyeare and day above recited,to de- 
clare his pleafure thereupon ,in this forme that folio weth, 
IMesfefiosydiesaltiJfimAmajefiatidedka It is our 

ft^tyg/fl. u -will- that the holy dayes being dedicated to the mofl 
. iMt.i** •« higfrGod, fhould not be fpent, or wholly taken up m 
u flea(urts * or otherwife prophaned with vexatious 
H Mm* Particularly for the Lords day> that jt be exempt 
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" from executions, citations, cntring into bonds, appa- 
^ranees, pleadings, aud fuch like : that crycrsbc not 
" heard upon it, and ftich as goc to Law lay afide their 
« anions, taking truce a while, to fee if they can other- 
*< wife compofc their differences For fo it paffeth ijt 
edi<ft* ^ominicum itacjuc ita femfer honorabilem dsccrni* 
mu* & vencrandxm y at a cnntlis executionibni excufetur^ 
Nulla queHCfuam urgeat adminith, nulla fideijuflUnis fla- 
gitetur exathiifaceat apparitio y advocatio de lite/cat 3 fit idem 
dies % 4 cognitionibtu aliemu^ pr&coni* horrida vox fileat, re- 
jpirent a contrjverfijs litigant is , & habeant fader U inter- 
vallum, &c % I have the rather here layd downe the Law 
it felfe, that wee may fee how pundhiall the good Era- 
pcrour was, in filcncing thofe troublcfome fuites, and 
all preparatives or appurtenances thereunto.-that fo men 
might with quieter mindes, rcpairc unto the place of 
Gods publicke fervice. Yet was not the SdiEl fo JlriSl 9 
that neither any kinde of Tleafures were allowed upon 
that day,%$ may be thought by the beginning of the Law; 
nor any kind af fecular and civill bufinejfe to be done up- 
on it. The Empcrour Conftantine allowed of mannmijji- 
<0tf,and fo did Theodofim too. 'Diedominicoemancipare 
manumittere licet • reliqna can fe vel lites e^uiefcant^ fo' 
the latter Emperour. Nor doc wefinde, but that tbi$, 
Emperour Leo well allowed tliereof, Sure we arei^t " 
lie well allowed of other civill hufineffes> whet*. he^ r . : 
pointed in this very Edi&,that luch as went to fl^ghc 
raeete together on this day,to compofc their differences; 
to fhew their evidences and compare their writings. 
And fute Lam,that he prohibited not al kind of pleafuref, 
but onely fuch as were of an obfeene and unworthy na- 
ture. For fo it followeth in the Law : firft in relation 
imtobufinejjcj, ad fefe fimnl veniant adverfarij nontimen- 
tesjatta conferant, tranfaftiones loquantnnLct the feveral 
cc patties mecte together, ( upon the Sunday) compare 
f<itheir Covenants, and declare their bargaincs. 

H h 4 Next 
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" Next in relation unto pleafures, that hee would have 
<c no man abufe the reft of that facrcd day in filthy plea- 
fures. Forfoit tolloweth in the law, Nec tamen hu- 
jm religioft diet ocia relax antes y obfeenis quemquam pa- 
timur voluptatibns detineri. Where note, not fimple 
volitates, but ob[ben& voluptates, not pleafures, but 
obfeene and filthy pleafures y are by him prohibited ; 
fuch as the Scena theatralis , therein after mentioned : 
nor civillbufmefte of all forts, but branding and litigious 

Colletim. bujineftesy are by him forbidden, as the Law makes e- 
vident And thus muft Theodoras Lettor bee interpre- 
ted, who telsusof this Empcrour Leo % how hee ordai- 
ned' rhv YJj^tsjJhv ir&Q ts&tiv &Yyii&my ctw&tK.o^ r$ hp<u y^X 
<ripi<r{A.hy: that the Lord/ day fhould be kept holy by all 
forts bf people thar it (hould bea 'non-lee day, a day of 
reft arid eaie cmto them : which is no otherwife to be 
tinderfttiod, than as the Law it felfc intended ; however 
the words of iheodorns feeme to be more generall. Nor 
was it long, before this Edid or the matter of it, had 
found sood entertainement in the Chriftian world , the 
rather unce thofe Churches which lay further off, and 
were not under the command of the Reman Emperour, 
taking pprhaps their hint from hence, had made a Canon 
tarijat pnrpofe. For in a Gouncell held in Arragon, Anno 
5 itf^beih g- forrte 4 7: yearcs after Leos Edid:, it was de- 
crej^, tiia^neitlTer Bifhbp, Prieft, or a y other of the 
Cfa^C&fc Clergy at that time were poffefled of fome 

can.** featts of judicature ) fhould pronounce fentence in any 
caufe,/ which ibould that day be brought before them, 
Nullw Epifcoporum ant prejbyterorttm vel Clericornm, 
propofitHmcvjHfCHnque caiifa negotmm^dic dominico attde- 
atjtidicare. This : was in Anno <t<$,as before I faid ; the fe« 
cond yeare of Amalancm^ Kin g of the Cjothes in Spainc, 

(6J Nor ftayed they here. The people of this fixt age 
wfereih how we are, began to Iudaixe a little ; in the 
impofingof fo firift a reft upon this day : cfpeciaily in 

the 
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the JYefteme Churches, which naturally are more incli- 
ned to f ttperftition } then the Eafierne nations. Wherein 
they had fo farre proceeded,that it was heldat laft unlaw- 
* c full, to travaile on the Lords day with watnes or horfas > 
« c to dreffe meat y or make cleane the houfe,or meddle with 
"any manner ofdomefticke bufinefles.The third Councell 
heldat Orleans, Anno s4°. doth informe us fo; and 
plainely thereupon determined, that fince thefe prohibi- Can.ij> 
tions above laid, Ad Iudaicam magvs quam ad Chrifiianam 
obfervantiampertinere probantur y did favour farre more of 
the iw,than of the Chrtftian • Die dominico quod ante littt~ 
it, licere, that therefore whatfoever had formerly beenC 
lawfullonthatday, fhould be lawfull ftill. Yetfo that 
it was thought convenient, that men fhould reft that day 
from husbandry, and the vintage ; from fowing, reaping, 
hedging,and fuch fervile workes : quo facilim adecctefi- 
amvenientes, or ationis gratia vacent y that fo they might 
have better leifure tQgoe unto the C^ Hrc ^ and there fay 
their Prayers. This was the firft reftraint, which hitherto 
We have obferved, whereby the Husbandman was retrai- 
ned from the plough and vintage • or any worke that did 
concernehim. And this was yeelded* as it feemes, to 
give them fome content at leaft, which aimed at greater 
and more flavifh prohibitions,than thofe here allowed of* 
and would not otherwile befatisfied then by grant of 
this. Nay fo farre had this fuperflition, or fuperftitioii$ 
conceit about this day; prevailed amongft the Gotkc* 
in Spain*, a fad and melancholicke people, mingled 
and married with the Iewes 9 who then therein dwelt; 
that in their dotage on this day , they went before 
the Icwej their neighbours ; the Sabbath not fo rigo- 
roufly obferved by one as was the Lords day by the Q- 
then the Romans in this^ age hud utterly defeated the 
Vandals, and their power vaAfickex becomming fo ba4 
neighbours to the Gothes themfelves. To ftop them in 
thoteprofperowcourfe, Thcnde^ Getbifi King, Anno 
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f+g. makes over into Ajrick; with acomplcatc Army. 
The Armies nccrc together, andoccafion faire, thc-fo- 
mansom Sunday (ct upon them, and put them all unto 
thefword : the Gothes, as formerly the lewcs, never lb 
rauchas laying hand upon their weapons, or doing any 
thing atall in their owne defence ; onely in reverence to 
the day. The generall Hifiory of Spaine fo relates the (lo- 
ry , although more at large. A fiaperftition of fo fuddainc 
andfo quickca growth, that whereas till this prefent 
age, wee cannot finde that any manner of Husbandry y or 
country labours,werc forbidden as upon this day ; it wa« 
now thought unlawfull on the (am?, to take a fword in 
hand for ones owne defence. Better fuch dottrints had 
bccviccrujbed, and fuch Teachers fUenced } ixi the firft begin- 
nings ; thenjthat their femfi (peculations fliould in fine 
producc/uchlad and miferable effefts. Nor was Spaine 
onely thus infeftcd, where the Iewes now lived; the 
French weefce began to be fo inclined. Not onely in 
prohibiting things Jawfull, which before we fpecified ; 
and to thecourfc whereof,the Councell, held at Orleans] 
gave fo wife a checke : but by imputing fuch calamities, 
as had fallen amongft them, to the negleft or ill obser- 
vance of this day. Aflalh of lightning or fome other 
fire from heaven, as it was conceived, had on the Lords 
d*j> made great fpoyle of men and houfes in the Citty of 
Limoges. This, Gregory of Tours > who lived about the 
end of this fixth Century, pronounccth to have fallen 
upon them, ob diet dominici injuridm, becaufe fome of 
themufedtoworke upon the Sunday. But how could 
he tell that j or who made him acquainted with Gods 
fecret counfailes. Had Gregory beene Bifhop o( Limo- 
ges, as hec was of Tours ; it may be Limoges might have 
feapedfo fierce a cenfure, and onely Tours havefuffered 
in 1C. For prefently he addes, in Turonico vcr* nonnulli at, 
hoeigH*, felnon die dominico, adufti funt : that even in 
? Toms it fclfc many had pcrilhcd by the ftlfe fame fire . 

but 
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u but being it fell not on the Sunday, as it did at Limoges^ 
therefore that mifery fel on them For fome other realbm 
Indeed hee tels us of this day, that being it was the day 
whereon God made the light,and after was the witneflc 
of our Saviours refurredtion : Jdeo omni fide a Chrifiianis 
cbfervari debet, ne fiat in eo omne opHs publicum j therefore 
it was to be obferved of every Chriftian, no manner of 
publicke bufineffe to be done upon it. A peece of new 
Divinity, and never heard of till this age j nor in any af- 
terwards, 

C 7 ) N Qt heard of till this age.but in this it was .For 
xnthe24,yeareofG#»fArtf?w, King of the "Burgundians^ 
Anno ? 88. there was a Councell called at CAUfcon, a 
towne fituate in the T)utchy o&Hur gundy, as we now di- c$a$t 
ftinguifli it wherein were prefent Prifcus, Sv*ntuu, u l ontn f %7 * 
Pr<etextattu, and many other reverend and learned Pre- v 
lates. They taking into confederation, how much the 
Lords day was of late negledted ; for remedy thereof or- 
deined, that it fliould be obferved more carefully for the 
times to come: Which Canon I fhall therefore fetdowne 
at large,becaufe it hath beene often produced as a princi* 
pall ground of thofe precife obfervances, which fome 
amongft us have endeavoured to force upon the confid- 
ences of weake and ignorant men. It is as followeth. Vi- 
demns populnm Chriftianum umerario more diem domini- 
u cum contemptui tradere^c. It is obferved that Chrifti- 
Cf an people doe very rafhly flight and negleft the Lords 
" y giving themfelves thereon, as on other dayes, to 
" "tontinuall labours,&c. Therefore let every Chriftian,in. 
€l cafe he carry not that, name in vaine, give eare to our 
<f jinftrufrion^knowing that we have care,that you fhould 
" doe well, as well as power to bridle you, that you doc 
<f not ill. It followeth, Cufiodite diem dominicum qui nos 
" denuo peperit^c. KzcpQ the Lords day } the day of our 
"new birth, whereon wee. were delivered from the 
; [r fhares of finne. Let no man meddle in litigious contro- * 

verfies^ a 
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^verfics, or deaiein atfions, or iaw-fuitesj orputhim- 
" fclfe at all upon fuch an exigent, that needes hee muft 
i 4i prepare his Oxen for their daily worke • but exercife 
! Cc your felvesin hynimes,. and finging pray'esunto God, 
["being intent thereon both in minde and body. If any 
l* c have a Church at hand, let him goeunto it, and there 
K powre forth his foule inteares and prayers ; his eyes 
<f and hands being all that day, liftedup to God. It is 
<c thecverlaftmgdayofreft, infintiated to us under the 
* fhadow of the Seventh day or Sabbath, in the Law and 
<c Tropbets : and therefore it is very meete, that wee 
" fliould celebrate this day, with one accord : whereon 
<£ wehavebeene made, what at firft we were not. let 
<c us then offer unto Sod our free and voluntary fervice* 
; «<by whofe great goodnefle wee are fieede from the 
c< Cjaole of error : not that the Lord exatts it of m y that 
€i wee {hould celebrate this day in a corporall abftinence, or 
*'reft from labour; who onely lookes that wee doe 
€e yeeld obedience to his holy will, by which contem- 
cc ning earthly things, he may conduit us to the heavens 
"of his infinite mercy. How ever if any man ftall £et 
**at naught this our exhortation, be he affured, that God 
ct fball punifli him as he hath deferved ; and that he {hall 
c< be alfo fubj!e<a unto the cenfures of the Church. In cafe 
cc he be a Lawyer , hee (hall loofe his caufe ; If that he be 
" mhuftandman, or fervant, he (hall be corporally pu- 
Cf niftied for it : but if a Clergy man, or LMonke, he fhall 
cf be fixe moneth^ feparated from the Congregation. 
Addehere, thittwoyeares after this, being the lecond 
yeare of the fecond Clotaire King of France, there was 
a Synod holden at Auxerre, a towne of Campaigne, 
( concilium Antifwdorenfe in the Latine writers ) wherein 
it was decreed as in this of <^tafcon y Non licet die do mi- 
nico boves')Hngere y velalia opera exercere ; that no man 
u ihouldbe fuffered to yoake his Oxen,or do any manne r 
[[ of workc upon the Sunday. This is the Canon fo muc^ 
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urged, (I meane that of Mafcon) to proove that we muft 
fpend the Lords day, wholly in religious excrcifes; and 
that there is no part thereof, which is to be imployed un- 
to other ufe*. But there are many things to be confide- 
red, before wee yctldujto this Canon, or the authority 
thereof : fome of them being of that nature, that thole 
who moft infift upon it, mult be fainc to traverfe. For 
firft it was contrived of purpofe, with ia great a ftri&nes, 
to meete the better with thofe men^ which foextreame- 
lyhad negle&ed that f acred day, A fticke that bends 
too much one way, cannot be brought to any ftraight- 
neflfe, -tfil it be bent as much the other. This Synod fe- 
condly, was Provincial/ ond$,and therefore can oblige 
none other, but thofe for whoin it Was intended : or 
£uch who after did fubmit unto it, by taking it into their 
Canon , Nor will fome part thereof be approved by them, 
who mod ftand upon it ; none being bound hereby to re- 
paire to Church, to magnifie the name of G od in the Con • 
gregation, but fuch as have fome Church at hand : and 
what will then become of thofe, who have a mile, two, 
three,or more, to their parijh Churches, & no Chappelntzr 
rer ? they are permitted by the Canon to abide at home, 
As for religion* duties ,here are none exprelfed, as proper 
for the Congregation, but V Jaime s,2xA hymnes y andfing- 
ingprayfe unto the 'Lord, and powring f orth our foules 
nnto him in teares and prayers : and then what flaall wee 
doe for preaching, for preaching of the Word, which we 
fo much call for. Befides, King Cjunthram y on whofe au- 
thority this CounceH met,in his Confirmatory letters,doth 
extend this Canon^s well tmto the other holy dayes, as un- 
to the Sunday • commanding all his Subjc^s^Vigore hujtu 
decreti & definitions generate \ by vertue ofhisprelent 
mandate,that on the Lords day > velin quibufcunque alys 
folennitatibm, and all {okmne fiftivals whatfoever, they 
fhould abftaine from every kind of Bodily labour, fave 
"what belonged to dreffing meate, But that which needes 

muft 
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mull moftafflifl: them; is that the councdl doth profefle. 
this abftinence From bodily labour which is there decreed, 
to be no ordinances of the Lords, that he cxaftcth no fuck du- 
ty from m r. and that it is an ccclsfiaftiwll exhortation only, 
and no more but fo. And if no more but fo, it were too 
great an undertaking, to bring all nations of the world,to 
yeeld unto the prefcriptpf a private and particular Canon* 
made onely for a private ana particular caufe/ and if no 
more but lo,it concludes no Sabbath. 

( S) Yet,notwithftanding, thefe reflraints from worke 
and labour, the Church did never fo refolve it, that any 
worke was in.it felfe unlawfull on the Lords dayi though 
to advance Gods publickc fervice,.it was thought good, 
that men fiiould bee reftrained from fome kinde of 
worke ; that fo they might the better attend their 
prayers, and follow their devotions. Its true, thefe cen- 
turies, the fifth and fixth, were fully bent, to give the 
Lords day 2l\\ fit honour ; not onely in prohibiting vx- 
lawfuUpleafures, but in commanding a forbearance of 
fome lawfull bufmeft ; fuch as they found to yeeld moll: 
hinderance to religious duties. Yea and fome work.es of 
piety they affixt unto it, for its greater honour. The Pri- 
soners in the common Gaoles, had formerly beene kept in 
too ftr idlly. It was commanded by Honorim zndTkeo- 
dofim,2X that time Emperours, Anno 41 2. that they fliould 
be permitted omnibus diebm dominicis y every Lords day 
to walke abroade $ with a guard upon them : as well to 
crave the charity of well difpofed perfons, as to repaire 
unto the Bathes, for the refrefliing of their bodies. Nor 
did he onely fo command it, but fet a muldl of 20. pound 
in gold, on all fuch publicke minifters as fliould difobey: 
the THjbofs of the Church being trufted to fee it done. 
Where note, that going to the Bathes on the Lords day % 
was not thought unlawfull;though it required,no quefti- 
on,fome corporall labour : for had it beene fo thought,as 
fome thought it afterwards ; the Prelates of the Church 

would 
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would not have taken it upon them, to fee the Emper- 
ours will fulfilled, and the law obeyed. A fecond ho- 
nour affixt in thefe Ages, tothe Lords day, is that it was 
conceived the moft proper day, for giving holy Orders , 
in the Church of God : and a law made by Leo then Pope 
of Rome, and generally fince taken up in the WeFterne 
Church, that they fhould bee conferred upon no day 
elfe. There had beene fome regard of Sunday, i n the 
times before: and fo much Leo doth acknowledge. 
(puoderqo a patribus noftrt* propenfiore cura novimus fer- 
vatum e[fe y a vobis quofy, volumus cuflodiri 3 ut non pajfimdie- EpLdctrct. 8 il 
bits omnibus facerdotalis ordinatio celebretur. That which 
" our Fathers heretofore with fuch care obferved, wee 
cc would that you obferve in the felfe fame manner; viz^ 
C( that you conferre not holy Orders, on all daies indiffe- 
rently. But that wfech was before a voluntary is by 
him made neceflary : and a law given to all the Churches 
under his obedience, Vt his qui confecrandifuntj nunquam 
benediEliones nifi indie refurreBionis dommic<z tribuantur % 
" that ordinations foould be celebrated on the Lords day 
onely . And certainely he gives good reafon why it fhould 
be fo,except in extraordinary and emergent cafes, where- 
in the law admits of a difpenfation.For on that day,faith 
<c he, The holy Qhofi defcendedupon the Apofiles, and there- 
cc by g ave us > as it were,this celcftiall rule,that on that day 
cC alone wee fhould conferre fpirituallmfers, in quo col- 
<f lata funt omnia dona gratiarum, in which the Lord con* 
Cc ferred upon his Church all fpirituall graces. Nay that 
this bufines might' be done with the more folemnity, and 
preparation ; it was appointed that thofe men who 
were to be invefted with holy Orders, fhould continue 
fading from the Eve before : that fpending all that time 
; in prayer and humbling of themfelves before the Lord ; 
they might be better fitted to receive his Graces. For 
much about thefe times y thcfervice of the Lords day was 
enlarged and mulciplycdj the Sveningsof the day being 

honoured 
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honoured with religious meetings, as the Mornings for- 
merly. Yea, and the Eves before, were reckoned as a 
part or parcell of the Lords day following; Cm a veffere 
Jabbatimitium confiat afcribi, as the fame Decretal/ in- 
formes us. The 25 i Sermon d? tempore, afcribed unto 
Saint ^#/?iV*,dothaffirmeas much, as before wee no- 
ted. Note, that this Leo entredoathe chaire of Rome, 
Anno 44^of our Saviours birth, and did continue in the 
fame,fuLL 2oyeares; within which fpace of timehefet 
out this dscretal^wx. in what yeare particularly,that I can- 
not finde. 

(9) .Ifty that now the <P^^^ 
gantohave the honour of religious meetings : for ah 
initio nonfuit (ic % it was not fo from the beginning. Nor 
had it beene fo no w> but that aimDft all forts of people 
were reftrained from work? ; as well by the Imperial/ E- 
dittsyzs by the conftitutions of particular Churches; by 
meanes whereof the afternoone was left at large, to be 
difpofed of for the beft increafe of Chrifiian Tiety. Nor 
probably had the Church conceived it neceffary, had not 
the admiration which was then generally had of the 
mfomftic %kinde of life, facilitated the way unto it. 
Epiufhittm For whereas they had bound themfel ves to fet houres of 
Bank mart, prayer, Ulfanehora tenia y fextajiona y vejpere y no Ells me- 
*' dio, at prime or dawoing of the day, at fixe of the 
<c clocke, at nine; and afterwards at three in theafter- 
cc noone,and at the evening,and at midnights S.Hierome 
tels us: the people generally became much affe&ed with 
their ftritt devotions .• and feemed not unwilling to 
conforme unto theoi, as farreatleaft, as might confift 
with their vocations. Vpon this willingnes of the people, 
the fer vice of the Church became more frequent, then 
before;and was performed thrice every day in the greater 
Churches, where there were many Priefts and Deacons 
to attencl the fame : namely, at fixe, and nine, before 
noone; and at fome certaine time appointed in the eve- 
ning, 
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ning, for the afternoone; according as now vve ufe it in 
our Catloedralty and Collegiate Churches. But in inferiour 
townes and pettit villages, where poflibly the people 
could rtot every day attend fo often ; it was conceived' 
futficient thatthere fhouLd be the morning and the evening 
prayer, fungor faid publics ly in their Churches,that fuch 
as would might come to Church for their devotions: and 
fb it ftands by the appointment of the ,. Kubrick?, in our 
Qommon Prayer Bjooke, Onely the Sunday?; -and the holy 
dayes^ were to be honoured with two feveraU meetings, ' 
in the morning : the one, at fixe of the CI ocke, which- 
fimply was the morning fer -vice - the other at nine, for the 
administration of the holy Sacrament y zx\A Preaching of the 
Word 'to the congregation^^ did occafion the diftinftion • 
of the first and ■fecpnd Servicers we call thenf ftill: though 
now, by reafon of the peoples floth, and backwardnefie " 
in comming to the Church of God, they are in moll pla- 
ces joy n'd together. So whereas thofe of the monaFlicke 
life, did ufe to folemnize the &ve or Vigils of the Lords 
day, and of other feftivalsy with the peculiar and prepay 
ratory fervice, to the day it Telfe ; that profitable arid pi- 
ous cuftome, began about thefe times, to be taken up,and 
generally received in the Chrifiian Church. Of this there 
is much mention tQ be found m^aff/a^ as Infiitutjib. 1. 
c -\ ;8 4> M9> CoIUt, 2 0 jt.ioAnd in other places /This' gave 
the hint to L*o, whomever rfiaidc thjfc fermon 'afcr ibed to 
Afifiin^bich before we fpak of, to make the#t^ before, 
3 par? or parcell of the day ; becaufe fome part of the Di- 
vmf offices pi ;he day., were begun upon itv A nd hence 
[t dtyt.in tdacfo Ages*iind m thofe thatfbllowed (but 
in apne bj^rc)wc wcte^wii>h*hpdinafnai6h<)f mkt** 
tin*,& Vffeeftin* presa*iottes$ mki&s &£vtnp>n'g, i^CC 
call it : the Canons of the Church about thefe times, be- 
ginning to oblige men. to the one , <as well asfbrmerljr 
to.the!other. f he C^iicelbh&d in Arragon; hereupbri 
£!$einqd,^ paratfu concXana. 

J*L&c*T§^^ Snttrt- conenf.can.7 ♦ 

'Ii day 
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c < day vejpers, that fo they may be prepared with the 
" more folemnity,to celebrate the Lords day, in the con- 
gregation. And not fo onely, Jedut diebus omnibus vcjpera** 
& matutiwu celebrent, but that they diligently lay the 
morning and the evening fervke y every day continually* 
So for the matins on the Sunday, Gregory of Tours in- 
formesusof them, Motwn eft fignum admat&tinas , 
w ^/Vj 1 dominka y how the bell rung to Afattins for it was 
a Sunday. I have tranflated it the according to the cu- 
ftome of thefe ages, whereof now wc write; wherein the 
ufe of bells was fkft taken up, forgathering of the peo- 
ple to the houfe of God: there being mention in the 
Btfon.jtnu. life and hiftory ofS. Loup or Lupus, who lived in the 
^nno 6 14- fifth Century) of a great bell that hung in the Church of 
Sens in France, whereof he was Bifliop, ad comtocandurn 
populum for calling of the congregation. Afterwards 
they were rung on the holy-day £ves 3 to give rhepeo- 
ple notice of the feaft at hand; and to advertife them, 
that it was time to leave off their bufinefles, Sokbant 
vefperl) mki<*$&rj&mm campmU ' prmsmciare » fchethat 
wrote Vhfi lUk Q*S t CtdegHndw. 

(xo> W eii then,. the tells are rung, and ail the people 
mettogether : whaus expeftedat their hands? That they 
hehaye tkmfelye^, there,, like the SaintsofGod, infers 
vmt praxes % m feequent Wslmea, and 1 ffvmnes; arrdfoi- 
tftuaU fongsir, heading Gadshofy WW^receivi^ of the 
Sacrament^ T;hefe. wsjtave couched upon before, as 
things that h^4 bs&maj wayes ufed fpom the beginnings 
of the Chur.eh fl GolU£ti<ws for the poore, had beene 
fyfBCtiwwlb$ x Qn thuidayibefo^ba^ow abeiitthefe 

tUHCSi tHpY3^>/vwuk*»«,it» ,*UwU*» - 

- v t"""; JJ.T • ""*-/; ^ utvt* wti <i-i 



PHbUpke wor^p. ?ope £m feemes eoitittniate if, lb Bis 
fifth Svcv^oa mcoiiit^ii - Mt ama-dk (Utmmeo- prrxtmxfu- 
tHra.eJ}, aS^Qi^,, v&s ojnttfd nalimitrm c&votiimipHtparare 
^.araigijww them warning ^ltithat eftev tray berea- 
dy» ^or o»«.W»wfa^iih^<^*^ 3 ilrw^» firft ordered 
ty-SainsP^tj^alttihii^ =0><£r«< 
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tiyy'iM becmfieofthc /^^/r;according to which ground 
and warrant, it was appointed in thefe ages, that every 
man Ihould ftand up, at the reading of the Cjo/peti, and 
the gloria Patri, that none depart the Church: till the 
ferv'ice ended. Pope Annftatim who lived in the beginning 
of the fift Age.is (aid to have decreed the one«2>#0> S<S. 
Evangelia in ecclejia recit,antur 3 facerdotes & cceteri omncs 
frtfentes, non fedentes fedvenerabiliter curvi^inconfpe^H Epl,Dterer* 
fanfti evangeJij fi^ntes s dominica verba attente andiant 3 & * fyBin* 
fideliter A&orent. The Priefts and all elfe prefent are -en- 
joyned to fiand (their bodies bowed a little in figne of re- 
verence) during the reading of the Gojpel^ but by m 
meanes to heare it fitting : adding fome joyfull acclama- 
tion at the end thereof fuch as is that of Glory be to thee o 
Lord: for that I take to be the meaning of the adoration, 
or the fideliter adorent, there remembred. So for the Glo- 
ria PaMt that forme of giving to the Lord the glorjr 
which belongs unto faim, we finde in C a/pan tfnzt fhey u- 
4ed to ftand upon their feetcat the doing of it fn claufu- 

ffalmi^ omnes aft&ntes 'promnciantmagno clamore y Gloria toflitoi* 
tfatriy&c. That at the end of every Pfalme, they all ftood Ci 8 * 
up,and withalowdevoyce pronounced the Gloria P*- 
tri*> that gefture being thought mod naturall and moft 
proper for it. No coriftitution needed toen/oyne thole 
cuties which naturall drfcrction of it feMe, could di&ate. 
As for the laft it feemed the people in thofe parts, ufed 
xo depart the Church, fome of them, before the fervice 
ended, and the bleffing given t for otherwife there had 
beene no Canon to command the contrary. Ex malti 
moribmbon<t7tajcmtm leges y die old faying k. And out 
of this ill cuftome did arife a law , ma<*c in a Synod 
held in Agatha which is now called Agde y a townec/f 
Gallia T^arbonenfisy the 12. of the reigne of AUricus 
King of the Vifi-<jothes, y oxWefterne-Gothcs Anno 50^. Con.jigathtnr 
that on the Lords d*yz\\ Lay people ftiould be prefent at Cm+j. 
the publicke liturgiejand none depart before the bleffing. 
sJWiJfa «fc dminko fewkribm aadire facial* ordine pr*ci- 

Ii z fmns 
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' iia ut egredi ante benediclionem faceraotis. popnlus 

non pr&fumat ; So the (fwen hath it. According unto 
which it is provided in the Canons of the fourth of Eng- 
g ■ /^^4 that none depart out of the Church during thtime cffcr r 
Can, i o rviqe and Sermon, without fome reafonable or urgent caufe. 

Xhe benediction given, and the affembly broken up, the . 
people might goe home,,no doubt; and being- there make 
merry with their friends and neighbours: luch as came 
^.either to them of their: owne accord, or otherwifehad 
t beene invited; Gregory o f Tours infotmes us of acertaine 
... Prefiyter^h\ih\hx\& Bifhoprickeof 
the /4rv*rw,immediatly upon the death of \Sidonius ApoL 
. linarur who dyed about the yeare 487. and that to gaine 
hifilw . the peoples f avour,o*nhe next Lords day after, Juffitcunr 
- "~ f Bos civts praparato epulo invitdri, he had invited all the 
prinjcipalLCitizens to at folemne feaft. Whatever mjgfht 
, befaidofhim, that made the invitation, no d^bt, bu£ 
there were many pious and religious men, which £c;cep- 
ted of it. Of recreations after dinner* untill evening>pra- 
« yers., and.after evening prayer, till rhe time of flippers 
there is no queftiontobe made but^U were praftifed, 
which were not prohibited, N sun > quod non prohibetur, 
permiffum eft, as Tertullian hath it. 

( 1 1 ) Yet notwithftanding allthefe honours, publicke- 
ly done unto the Lords day t as before was (aid, it never 
grew fb great, that it could fwallow £p a U the other fe- 
stivals;, The Saturday continued feithecto a day offpeciall 
meeting for the Congregation, in all the Churches of the 
JEaft, and in thofe of Egypt. Cajfian hath informed us fo, 
Juftitut./,$ t c t 2.&/Q.c. 1 2. as alfp /.2. c. 6 cstCoUmJ. 
jj. c* I . The Alexandrians oneiy of all the people of Egypt 
obferved it notjbeing therein conforme to the Church of 
Mme y as before we noted in the third Chapter of this 
Vmyfeftion f. But for the Churches of Conjlantinoph 9 
and thofe neere unto it, it is faid by Sozowev, that they 
Ufa Art, aflfembled in the Church, both on the Saturday or Sab* 
bath) and on the firft day of the weeke. Or, as his owne 

words , 
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words are/A^'ae; liuXv y Jj <rctg(2£h } w>Qiw tS? ^Z?j£fii- 

Socrates doth affirme as much, 1. 6. c. 8. both they/ and 
Cajfian being contemporaries, and living about the yeare 
430. The like faith Anafiatius Sjnaita, who flourifoed Reft*, ad qu. 
in the fixt Century Anno 54 ),or thereabouts, that Satur- 6 ^ 
day afwell as Sunday y were aytai y^l $0^*71^01 n^et^ 
hetyand feftivail dayes, both of them : one of them in 
relation to the reft of God; the other to the refurredion 
ofoutlord and Saviour. So for the Wefleme Churches 
and the A iexandrian, the greater feftivals flood upon it: 
and would by no meanes yeeld the place unto the Sunday. 
It hapned once, as it may often, that Chriftmafle day fell 
cnxhtemundaji which much perplexed Tkeophi/us y then 
Patriark of ' Alexandria : he knew not well which way 

- to take, in a cafe fo doubtful!. That Chriftmafte Eve was 

- to be fafted, he knew well enough : and well enough hee 
knew that fafting on the Sunday had beene oft condemn < 

ned in the times before him. At laft he is refolved tocom- £>/ p a talis. 
pofe thebufinefle, &paucosdatlylosfumentet^c\hyt2^ $f J * 
ting a few grapes to avoyde the imputation of heretical! 
abflinence; and yet withsll to faft it out/ as the day fol- 
lowing did require. Where plainely Chriftmaffe had the 
better. This hapned in theyeere4ir, or thereabouts: 
Cnce when the Church hath fallen on a finer temper >vU 9 
when any feftivall falls upon the munday; to keepe the 
faft thereof, on the Saturday night. So for the JVefierne 
Churches, it was thus ordered in the Synod of Agatba y ov 
Agde a towne in France, Anno 420, that in cafe any 
€c man ihould build a private oratorie or a Chappell ' bf 
u Safe for his proper ufe, it was permitted that on the or- 
<c dinary feftivals, [Sundaycs and other holy dayes of infe- 
€t riour fort ] he might have maffe and other divine Offi- 
u cesperformed therein propter familid ft4<zfatigatwnem y 
<c for the eafeand accommodation of his family, But on 
" the feafts of Ea{ter> Chrifimaffe the 6piphany y holy 
l^Thurfday, whitfontide and the nativitie of S. Iohn the : 

Ii 3 Baptift i 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



C k a f : 4. The Biprpf P a h t. *: 

<c Baptift/and other the greater feftiva'ls, if more fuch 
,c there Were.; non niji in civitatibus vel parochijsteneant, 
they fhould tepaire unto the Citties, or their Parifli 
Churches. And in the Synod of Auvergne Anno 54.1 , it 
was decreed atfb to the fame purpofe, that Prietb and 
deacons not being be r eficed abroade, or within the Cit- 
ties, might upon ordinarie dayes, helpe to ferve the cure 
in the Country villages . Feftivitates pwipuas, domlni na~ 
talejafcha^enpecoften, & ft qH£ funt feftivitates reliqus % 
nullatenus alibinift cum epifcopoftto in civitate teneant \ But 
" on the Renter feftiv^ls y Chr-iftmaffe, and whitfomide 
<c and Softer^ and others the more principall/*^, they 
<c fhould not celebrate any where,but with their Bifhop, 
in the Citie. This ckerety fhewes how high the Amuall 
feftivnh; thofe chiefelyof the greater fort, were in e- 
fteeme above the weekly. Nor did thefe Ages fo adhere 
to the former feftivMLs or other dayes appointed for reli- 
gious duties; as not to inftitute any, but what they found. 
For >to the Ak Centurie we are indebted for the feafts of 
.our Saviour, Circumcifiony S. Stephen, S. LMichae-t the 
Arch- Angel, andthenativitie^of S. John the Baptift : as 
iro the fixt, for that df the Purification of the Virgin CMa- 
rjy or the prefenting of our Saviour in the holy temple, 
when Simeon tooke him into his Armes, and bleffed God 
for hitn; on which laft motive it was inftituted by lufti- 
nUn firft, and by him called feftum -vTroTrottvrh. To thefe 
two Ages alfo doe weftand indebted both for the let any 
it felfe, as a forme of prayer : and for procefjions which is 
oBe^pedaM ufe thereof , in the Rogatiwt week*, as we 
ftill doe call it Pnrceffions had becne ufed of old, in the in- 
*dvxor. terrmgoi the Lfflar^s, as Ttrtwllian intimates. Theft 
and thc^prayere accultomed being perfeftedby Mamer- 
^fii{hop<3rff&»«^in France, about the yecte^jtf; and 
1^ him fitted to thofe prefent miferies, which then had 
fallen upon that people; attained to that opinion, that 
they were ufed alfo by Stdonius Bifliop oi Amreme^ be- 
ing then viftfed with the like, if not greater miferies. 

And 
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And in the yeare *o<S it was determined in a Counceil 
held at Orleans, that the whole Church fhould bcffcow 
yearely at the.feaftof P^o^.threedsyes; in that /w- 
ceffianary kindes of few ice. So it contirazea ft HI in the 
Church of England) the Letany> thereof being fo com- 
pleate, that 1 dare boldly fay that from the death ©f the 
jipasilesiiW this very day, the e, never was a forme of 
prayer fo exact and abfolute. 

(11) Thtis have we brought the Lords day to the high- 
eft pitch • the higheft pitch that hitherto it had: enjoyed:, 
both in relation unto reft from worldly bufineffc^ and to 
the fuil performance of religions duties. What ever was 
done afterwards in purluite hereof, confided fpeeially 
in ; beatingdowne the oppofitimoi the common peopfcy 
wjap we.reriot^eafily induced to lay by their bufinefle : 
next in a defcant, as it wcre> on the former plarne fong, 
the adding of particular reftrLfHons, as occafion was, 
which were before conteined, though not plamely fpe- 
ciHed,bot h in the EdiUs of the former Empcvwrsy and 
C mftkutiafts of the Churches, beforenemembred. Yet alt 
this while, we finde not anyone, who did obferve it as 
Sabbath^ whkbtaught others fo to- doe: nor my, who* 
affirmed, that any manner of 'work? wasunlawfutt on it, . 
further than as it was. prohibited by the *2 riw#*ov Pre- 
laie^ that fo ch^peopLe might adTenibfe with their greater 
comfocc.'.nQtanyonevwhoprfiad3cdor publiihed,that any 
paftime, fports, or recreations, ofmhoneft mmc y which . 
iathem&ives were lAwftllon rfrcothendsyesy were not 
fo on this., And thereupon wee: map refohre r asfwell of 
ImfullMfmeflks a&of lm fall 'plcafftrex* that ftnefcasbave* 
not; beene forbidden by. fiiprceme authority, whether hv 
prcclamathwofahtcPrirxe^ 

ov AUs oh Parliament y or any fuel! like declaration of 
thofe higher powers* to which the Lovd- hath made us 
fubjs%areto becouatedllawfuliiftiil. It matters nor, in 
ca& .-Wftfbidj* it not; wordestia parwalar termer that 
we may lawfully appLy euifelwesLto fome ft&ide oWnfi- 
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ntffe,or recreate our felves in every kinde of heneft plea- 
fure^txhote particular houres and times, which are left 
at large, and have not beene defigned to Godspublicke 
fervice. All that we are to look foi\ is to fee how farre; 
we are reftrained from labour s or from recreations , on 
the holy dayes ; and what authority it is, which hath fo 
reftrained us : that we may come to know our duty, 
and conforme unto it. The Canons of particular Chur- 
ches have no power to doe it, further than they have 
beene admitted,, into the (hurch wherein we live : for 
then being made a part of her Canon alfo, they have 
power to binde us to obfervance. As little power there 
is to be allowed unto the declarations and Editts of par- 
ticular Princes, but in their owne dominions onely .Kings 
are Gods Deputies on the Earth, but in thole places one- 
ly, where the Lord hath fet them; their power no grea- 
ter than their empire: and though they may command 
in their owne -eftates, yet is it extra jpharam afl;ivitatis y 
toprelcribe lawes to nations, not fub/efl to them. A 
King of France. can make no law, to binde us in England, 
Muchleffe muftwee afcribe, unto the dictates and di- 
rc&ions of particular men, which being themfelves fub- 
jeft unto publicke order, are to be hearknedto no fur- 
ther, then by their life and doftrine they doe preach obe- 
dience, unto the publicke ordinances under which they 
live. For were it other wife,every private man,of name 
and credit, would play the tyrant with the liberty of his 
Chriftian brethren-, and nothing fliould be lawfull, but 
what he alio wed of efpecially if the pretence bee f aire 
and fpecious, fuch as the keeping of a Sabbath to the 
Lord our God; the holding of an holy convocation to the 
King of heaven. Example wee had of it lately in the 
Gothesof Spaine; and thatftrange bondage into which 
fome pragmaticke and popular men had brought the 
French , had not the Councell, held at Orleanes given a 
checke unto it ? And with examples of this kindes Wee 
muft beginne the ftory of the following Ages. 
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CHAP. V. 

That in the next fix hundred yceres, from 
Pope Gregory forwards 3 the Lords day 
was not reckoned of, as of a 
Sabbath* 



(l) Tope Gregories care to fet the Lords day fie* 
fiom /Swrjewifh rigours, at. that* time obtruded on tht 
Church, (i) Strange fancies takw Hp , by (Sme fix? men* 
about the Lords day, m thefe darker Ages. ($) Scriptures*, 
and Miracles , in thefe times found ont> to jaftifie the 
keeping of the Lords day holy, fa ) That* in the jndge. 
ment of the mofi learned men in thefe fixe Ages , the 
Lords day hath no other ground, than the Authontie of the 
Church. (5) With how much difficultie the people of 
thefe Weflterne parts Were barred f<tm following their 
Husbandrie, and Courts of Law, on the Lords day. 

(6) Husbandrie not reftrained on the Lords day in the 
Eafterne parts , until the time of Leo Philoibphus. 

(7) Markets, and Handy-crafts, retrained With no leffe 
oppofition,ffc^ the Plough, and pleading. (8) Several 
calus refervati in the Lawes themfelves , Wherein men 
Were permitted to attend tho/e btifineffes, on the Lords 
d&y, Which the Lawes reftrained. (9) Of divers great 
and pnbltke actions i done , in thefe Ages , on the Lords 
day. (\o) Dancing, and other {ports, no otherwife pro- 
hibited on the Lords day, than as they Were an hindrance 

Kk H 
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u Gods' publike fervice, ^ holy dayc5 

* nuttfe "r/fre^ *f, ^ observed, * the Lords day 
JJL 2 ) hallowing */ tfr Lords day, 

and the other holydayes, rfcjj prelenc (13) ^ 
Sabbath the fe Ages heard of > either on Saturday, or 
Sunday W # fiooi Kith Saturday , m the Ea^ 

fternc Churches. 



(1) 

IEe are now come to the declining Ages of 
the Churchyzficr the firft doo.yeeres were 
f fully ended : and in the entrance on the 
, feventh, fome men had gone about topof- 
1 feffe the people of Rome with two dange- 
^ rous fancies : One,That it was not law fall 
to doe any manner of tyorkey upon the Saturday or the old 
Sabbath; it a nt die Sabbat i aliquid operari prohiberent ; 
The other, nt Tiominicorum die* nullu* debeat lavariyThzt 
bo man ought to bathe himfelfe on the Lords day , ortheir 
new Sabbath : With fucharace of fbrifined /ewes, or 
JudaiQng Chriftians , was the Church then troubled* 
Againft thefe dangerous Do&rines,did Pope tfregorj write 
his Letter to the Roman Citizens ; ftiling the firft no other, 
than the Treaeh ers of Antichrifi: one of whofe proper- 
ties it fmii be, faith he, that he wiM* have the Sabbath and 
the Lords day both fo kept,as that no manner oftyorhe fhatt 
be doneon either ; qui veniensydiem Sabbatum atque Do- 
fnmicum y ab omnifaciet opere cuflodirejzs the Father hath it* 
Where note, that to compel! orteach the people, that they 
muft doe 770 manner of^orke on the Lords day, is a marke 
©f Antic hri /?. And why ftiould Antichrifi keepe both 
dayesinfoftri&amanner ? « Becaufe, faith he, he will 
«-perfwade the people that he fhall die, and rife againe - 
11 therefore lie meanes to have the Lords daj in efpecialf 
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« honour: and he will kccpcthe Sabbath too, that fo he 
« may the better allure the fewes to adhere unto him. 
Againft the other , he thus realbneth : £t ft quidem pro 
luxuria y & voluptate y quis lavari appetitjooc fieri nec reliquo 
quolibet die concedtmtu> &c. « If any man defires to bathe 
" himfelfe,only out of a luxurious and voluptuous purpofe, 
« (obferve this well) this we conceive, not to be lawful! 
" upon any day: but if he doe it onely, for the neceflarie 
« refreshing of his body ; then neither is it fit it fhould be 
« c forbidden upon the Sunday. For,if it be a finne to bathe, 
*< or wa(h all the body on the Lords day, then muft it be a 
« finne, to wafh the face upon that day : if it be lawful! to 
« be done in any parti why then, neceffitie requiring, is it 
« unlawfull for the whole ? It feemes then, by Saint Grr- 
gories doiirine, that in hot weather, one may lawfully goe 
into the water,on the Lords day y znd there wade or fwimme, 
either to wafli or coole his body,as well as upon any other* 
Note alfo here, that not the quditie of the ^?,but the con- 
dition of the thingM to be confidered,in the denominating 
of a lavpfu/l or unlawfull aSi: that things unUvpfull in them* 
fehesyOr tending; to unlawfull ends* are unfit for all dayes ; 
and that what ever thing is fit for any day>is,o( it felfe,as fit 
for Sunday v Finally,he concludes with this; Dominicorum 
vtro die a labor e terreno ceffandum eft,&c* i( We ought to 
w reft indeed on the Lords day from earthly labours , and " 
<c by all meanes abide in prayers ; that if by humane neg- 
ic ligence,any thing hath elcaped in the fixe former dayes, 
cc it maybe expiated by our prayers on the day of the Rg- 
€C furrettion. This was the falve, by him apply ed to thoie 
dangerous fores; and fuch effe£ it wrought upon them,that 
for the prefent,and long after,we finde not any who prohi- 
bited working on the Saturday. But at the laft, it feemes 
fome did ; who thereupon were cenfured and condemned 
by another gregorie, of that name the feventh. r Danmavit 
decent esjion licere die Sabbati operas facere; as the Law in- 
formes us,Dt confecratme difkwtt^capjtrvtriiu But this 
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was not till .Am tt>74- or after, almoft 50©. yeeres after 
the ttaes where now wee are. As for the other fancie, 
that of not going to the 'Bathes, on the Lords day,it feemes 
hecrdfoed that too, as for that particular : though other- 
wife, the like conceits did breaks out againe, as men be- 
gan to entertains ftrange thoughts* and fuperftittous de- 
prives* about this day ; efpecially inxhdk declining Ages 
of the Church, wherein fo many errours both in faith and 
manners, did in fine defile it, that it was blacks indeede, 
ibtit iWith little comeline{fe# The Church, as in too many 
dungs,not proper to this place and purpofe,it did incroacn 
upon the^rivl much of the ceremonies, and Prieftly ha- 
bit, in thefe times eftablifhed, being thence derived : lb 
is it not to bee admired, if in fome things, particular both 
Men and Synods beganne to Iudaiuey a little, in our pre- 
fect bufinefle; making the Lords day nolefle rigidly to 
bee obferved, than the fewijh Sabbath* if it were not 
mpre. 

(2 ) For in the following Age, and in the latter end 
hereof , when learning was now almoft come to its 
Ibweft ebbes, there was a Synod held ztFruili 3 by the 
command of Pepin then King of France*, a Towne now 
in the Territorie of the State offtmce. Theprincipall mo„ 
rive of that meeting, was to confirme the Do&rine of the 
holy Trinitie, and the incarnation of the fVord; which in 
shofe times had been difpated. The Prefident thereof, p aH = 
linusrVmiztkeofjiquifegia, A nn o 791. ofourRedemp- 
iipn o There, in relation to this day, it was thus decreedo 
*Diem dominicum irxhoantenollis i n itio y i. e. vefpere Sabba- 
quando fignum wfonnertt, & u Wee conftitute and 
^ appoint that aUCbriftian men (that is to fay all Cbri- 

ftian men who lived within the Canons reach) fliould 
« with alkeverence and devotion houour theL^^ 
* Beginning on the evening of the day before, at the firft 
«* ringing of xht Tell: and that they doe abftaine there- 
!! an efpecially from all kinde of finne, as.alfo from all 
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u carnall a£b, Etiam a propriis conjugibw, even from the 
" companie of their Wives, and all earthly labours : and 
« that they goe unto the Church devoutly , laying afidc 
w all Suites of Law; that lb they may in love and cha- 
« ritie praife Gods Name together. You may remember, 
that fome fuch device as this', was fathered formerly on 
StmiAiiftini but with little reafon. Such trimme con- 
ceits,as thefe,had not then beene thought of. And though 
it be affirmed in the Preamble to thefe Conftitutions ; 
2\j[rt 7 novas regulas inftituimHSynec fupervacuas rerun* ad- 
invent tones inhianter fcttamur ; that they did neither make 
new Rules , or follow vaine and needflefle fancies ; Sed 
facris paternorum Canonum recenfitis foliis , &c* but that 
they tookc example by the ancient Canons : yet looke 
who will, into all Canons of the Church for the times be- 
fore, and hee (hall finde no fuch example. For my part, I 
/hould rather thinke , that it was put into the Canon, in 
iucceeding times, by fome mifadvemure : that fome , ob- 
ierving a reftraint , ab omni opere carnali , of all carnall 
afts, might, as by way of quettion , write in the Margin, 
etiam a propriis eonjugtbrn i from whence > by ignorance, 
or negligence of the CoUettonrs* it might be put into the 
Text. Yet if it were fopafled at firft, and if it chance 
that any be lb minded, (and fome fuch there be) as to 
conceive the Canon to be pure and pious, and the intent 
thereof not to be negle&ed ; they aretobeadvertifed, 
that the holy dayes muft be obferved in the lelfe-fame 
manner : It was determined lb, before, by the falfe Saint 
Auflin. And lomewhat to this purpofe faith this Synod 
now,That all the greater Feflivalls muft with all reverence 
be obferved and honoured : and that fuch holy dayes as 
by the Priefis were bidden in the Congregation , Omni- 
ifss modis funt CHftodienda 3 wcrc byallwayes and meanes 
to be kept amongft them ; that is, by all thole wayes 
and meanes, which in the faid finon were before remenv> 
bred. In thiSj the Chriftian plainely out-went the lew ; 
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amoneft whole many fuperflitions , there is none fuch 
^M«w« founcT Its trueindeed , the Iw« accounted it unlavvfull 
b.x.10. 10. ^ on ^ Vi0r on the - www of the s«h* 

bath, or on the fW*<fc; of the left (fay thejfofc. 

bins) they fhould pollute the Sabbath by rfrrjj/z»f 
Conformably whereunto, it was decreed in a Synod held 
"inAken, or Aquisgrannm , Anno^l^* nec nuptias pro 
« reverent ia tant& foUnnitatis celebrarl vifum efi, that in a 
* reverence to the Lords day, it fhould nomorebeiawfull 
u to rrnrrie, or be married upon the fame, Thc-feWes, as 
formerly wee (hewed, have now by order from their Rab- 
bins, reftrained themfelves on their Sabbath day , from 
knocking with their hands , upon a table.to ftill a childe ; 
from making figures in the aire, or drawing letters in the 
ground,or in duft and afhes , and fuch like niceties. And 
fome fuch teachers , Qlaus King of NorWay, had,noque-. 
ftion met wt\\,Anno 1 028 • For being taken up one Su^ 
day, in fome ferious thoughts , and having in his hands & 
fmall walking fticke , hee tookehis knife and whit led it, 
as men doe fometimes , when as their mindes are trou- 
bled, or intent on bufineffe . . And when it had beene told 
him, as by way of jeft, how hee had trefpaffed therein a- 
gainft the Sabbath , hee gathered the fmall chippes toge- 
ther , put them upon his hand, andfet fire unto them, yt 
■ic-Mili.^ vi^. in ft ulcifceretur fitted contra divinttm praceptum in* 
^ " « eaiitiu admifipt \ that fo, faith Crant\im, hee might re* 
" venge that on himfelfe , which unawares hee had com- 
E mitted againft Gods Commandements. CraatQus, it 
ieemes , did well enough approve the follie : for in the 
enterance on this ftory, he reckoneth this inter alia virtu- 
turn fuartim praconia, amongft the monuments of his pic- 
ric , and fets it up as an efpeciall inftance. of that Princes 
lan&itie* Laftly,whereas the modeme levees are of opini- 
on, that all the while their Sabbath l&fts, the faults in hell 
liayelibcrtktoxangeabroad,andare reUafed of all their 
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torments: fo, left in any fuperftkious fancie , they fhould Etl e ' dDmk ; 
have preheminence,it was delivered of the funics in Phy- cm. c<u 
gatory > by Pctrtts Dammi, who lived in Anno 10 5 <5.7)0- 
"Mlnico die refrigeriiimpoenarumhtibiiiffe, that every L<?r<& 
« they were manumitted from their paines, andflutte- 
"red up and dovvne the lake Avernus in thefliapeof 
^ birds* 

( 3 ) Indeede the marvaile is the lefle , that thefe 
and fuch like JeW,jk fancies , fliould, in thole times 
beginne to fliew-ehemfelves , in the Chriftian Church x 
confidering that now fome had begunne to thinke, 
that the Lords day was founded on the fourth Corv- 
wandement 1 and all obfervances of the fame , groun- 
ded upon the LaVt> of GOD. As long as it was ta- 
ken onely for an Scclefafticall inftitution, and had no 
other ground upon which to ftand, than the authoritie 
of the Church 1 wee findenot any of thefe rigours an- 
nexed unto it. But being once conceived to have its 
warrant from the Scripture, the Scripture prefently was 
ranfacked; andwhatfoever did concerne the old letyifh 
Sabbath, was applied thereto.lt had been ordered former- 
ly, that men fhould be reftrained on the Lords day, from 
fome kinde of labours, that fo they might aflembie in the 
greater numbers ; the Princes and cf^e Prelates both con- 
ceiving it convenient, that it fhould be fo. But in thefe 
Ages there were Texts produced, to make it necefTary. 
Thus [lot aire King of France* grounded his Edi&of re~ 
ftraint from fervile labours on this day , on the holy 
Scripture : quia hoc lex prohibet> & ftcra Scriptnra in om~ 
nibus contradicit, becaufe the Law forbids it, apd the 
holy Scripture contradi&s it. And Chark^Mz Great 
fcuilds alfo on the felfe-fame ground, Statutmm pecundnm 
quod h lege dominns prdcepiti^rc. Wee doe ordaine, ac- 
" cording as the L O R <Z> commands us, that on the 
?' Lords day none prefume to doe any fervile bufineffe. 
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Thus finally, the Emperour Leo Philofophus, in a Conftitu* 
tiontothatpurpofe, of which more hereafter, declares, 
that he did fo determine, fecundum quod Sp. Savtto ab ip~ 
focjue inftitutis Apoftolis placuit , according to the Di&ate 
of the Holy ghojf, and the Apoftles by him tutored. So 
alfo,when the Fathers of the £Wcfc had thought it re* 
quifite,that men fhould ceafe from labour on the Saturday 
in the afternoone, that they might be the better fitted for 
their devotions the next day; fome would not reft, till 
they had found & Scripture fork. Obfervemw dnm Do* 
minicum fratres , ficut antiquu precept urn eft de Sabbat o 3 
&c. Let us obfervc the Lords day , as it is commanded; 
from even to even [hall ye celebrate your Sabbath. The tyi. 
Sermon, infcribed de tempore , which I conceive to have 
beene writ about thefe Times , hath relblved it fb. And 
laftly, that wee goe no further, the fuperftitious a<5t of the 
good King Olaus, burning his hand, as formerly was re- 
lated, was then conceived to beaveryjuft revenge upon 
himfclfe, becaufe hee had offended, although unawares, 
contra divinum Praceptum > againft. Gods Cbmmandc- 
ment. Nor were thefe rigorous fancies left to the naked 
World , but they had miracles to confirme them. It is re-> 
ported by Vmcentius and Antoninus* that Anftregifilus, one 
who had probably preached fuch Do6trine,reftored a MiU 
let by his power,whole hand had cleaved unto his Hatchet, 
as he was mending of his Mill oirthe Lords day : for now 
you muft take notice, that in the Times in which they two 
lived, grinding had beene prohibited on the Lords day, by 
the Canon Lawes. As alfo how SMpitius had caufed a poore 
mans hand to wither,onely for cleaving ypood on the Lords 
day (no great Crime afluredly ,fave that fome parallell mv& 
be found for him, which gathered ftickes on the former 
Sabbath:) and after, of his {peciall goodneflfe , made him 
whole againe. Of thefe,the firft was made Arch-bifhop of 
B urges, Amo 627. Sulpitius being fucceffor unto him in his 
Seei an&as it feemes too,ia his power of working miracles. 
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Such miracles as thefe they who lift to credit, fhall finde 
another of them in gregoritu Turenenfis, Aftracul. I \ ^.6. 
And lome we fliall hereafter meete with, when wee come 
♦ to England ; forged purpofely, as no doubt thefe were, to 
countenance fome new devife about the keeping of this 
day : there being no new go [pel preached,but muft have mi- 
racles to attend it, for the greater ftate* 

(4) But howfoever it came to pafle, that thofe. foure 
Princes, efpecially Leo, who was himfelfe a Scholler , and 
Charles the great , who had as learned men about him, as 
die times then bred, were thus perfwaded of this dayj 
chat all reftraints from worke and labour on the fame,were 
to be found exprefly in the Word of God : yet was the 
Church and the moft learned Men therein, of another 
minde. Nor is it utterly impoflible, but that thofe Princes 
might make ufe of feme pretence or ground of Scripture ; 
the better to incline the people to yeeld obedience unto 
thofe reftraints, which were laid upon them. Firft, for the 
Church, and men of {peciall eminence in the fame, for 
place and learning, there is no queftion to bee made, but: 
they were otherwife perlwaded. Jfidore Arch-bifhop of v e 6u m 0 ^ 
Sevill, who goes higheft, makes it an lApoftolitall f~an£l m i. 1. ' " " 
onely, no divine Commandement • a day defigned by 
the ^poftles for religious exercifes, in honour of our 
Saviours refurrettm, on that day performed. 7)iem domt- 
nicum Apojioli ideo religiofit folennitate fanxerunt , quia in 
eo redemptor vofter a mortnis refurrexit* < c And addes , 
"that it was therefore called the Lords day, to this end 
and purpofe> that refting in the fame from all earthly 
a Atts, and the temptations of the world, we might intend "? 
« Gods holyxvorfhtp ; giving this day due honour for the 
< c hope of the refurreftion, which we have therein. The 
iimtyverbatimy is repeated by Tieda> lib.de Offic. and by 
%abantu iJMaurvu lib. de inftim. Qerk* L 2. c. 24. and 
finally by Alcuinus de divin. Offic. cap. 04. which plainely 
fhewes that all thofe tooke it onely for an A^olicull 
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ufage, an obiervation which grew up by cnjlome, rather 
than upon commswdement. Sure I am that A leuinus, one 
of principall credit with Charles the great, who lived a- 
bout the end of the eighth Centurie, as did this Isidore, in * 
the beginning of the feventh ; faith cleerely, that the ob- 
fervation of the former S abb ath had beene tranflated very 
fitly to the Lords day, by the cuftome and confent of Chri* 
ft tan people. For fpeaking how the Sabbath was accounted 
, holy in the former times, and that the J ewes refting there- 
on from all manner -of Work?* did onely give themfelves to 
meditation and to feafting he addes, cujus observation em 
mmili%.j>o\U nJQS chrifliariHS ad diem dominie umcompe tent ius tranftuht\ 
m% « the obfervation of the which, was by the cuftome o f the 
" Chriftians, tranflated very fitly unto the Sunday. Where 
plainely mos Chriltiams* the cuftome of the Christians 
doth imply no precept, no order or command from the 
ApoHUs tnat it fhould be fb ; and much leffe any precept 
in the Old T vftament which fhould ftill oblige. And fure I 
xxi>%4banus tJMattrus fpeakes onely as by way of exhor- 
tation, as not being armed with any warrant, from the 
Apoftles j or other Argument from Scripture : Where hee 
advifethus, AvefperadietSabbatiufqueadvelfcram diei 
limilm dieb. dominici^ fequeftratij, ruraliopere & omni negotio, folo di- 
vino cultui vacemus : « That from the Eve on Saturday 
" untill Sunday night, being wholly fequeftred from huf- 
( 6 bandry and all other bufineffe, wee fhould devote our 
H felvesto thefervice of God: Which are the felfe-fame 
words in the Homilie de tempore afcribed to *Aufth* 
Where no man will prefume to fay that either reft from 
husbandry y and filch other bufineffe ; or the beginning of the 
Lords day on the Eve before, were introduced %y any 
precept of the tApo files : confidering how long it was, 
before either of them had beene ufed in the Chriftian 
InLcvitillb,!, Church. Andfo Hefychius Bifhop of Hierufalem, who 
cap. flourifhed at the felfe-fame time with Ifidore, fpeakes of 

h onely as a cuftome, or a matter offaftj defending by 
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tradition fiomtht Apojlles* Apofiolorum fequentes tradi- 
tionem, diem dominie um conventions divinis ftquejiramus : 
which was the moft that bee could fay, for the original! ) 
thereof ; indeed who could more? And as forlfidore him- E/y»tffo& ^ 
felfe whom the others followed^t's cleere that they eftee- Ci j8 * 
med the Lords day for no ot her A than a common holiday, by 
farre inferiour unto Eajier* Pafcha fcftivitatum omnium 
fnma eft. The feaft of E.^ fiery is, faith he, the mott prin- 
cipall Feaft. Then followeth Pentecoft, Efphanie, Palme- 
fundajy Maundie-thurfday ; and in the laft place, Dies dc- 
minicus, the Lords d<$y : Which queftionlefle hee had not 
placed info low a roome, had he conceived it inftituted 
by any precept, or injunftion of thofe bleffed Spirits. So 
inaCouncell held at Paris* Anno 8 29.. it was determi- 
ned pofitively, that keeping of the Lords day had no 
other ground than cuftome onely : and that ibi&tuflctne 
did defcend ex ^Apofiolorum traditione , Ammo ecclefi<c 
autoritate , at moft from tApofiolkall tradition, but in- 
deede rather from the zAnthoritie of holy Church. 
And whereas Courts of Law , or Law dayes , had for- 
merly beene prohibited on this day, that fo men might 
in peace and concord, goe to Church together : the 
feverall Councells, that oi Vnbmgy ^Anno 8pj. and 
that qfErpfordy Anno 932. though then the times were at 
the darkeft ; aicribe it not to any Law or T ext of 
Scripture, but onely to the antient Canons* Secundum 
fanttorum ftatuta patrum , faith the firft, Can. 2<?. Se- 
cundkm Canonicam inflitutionem y faith the fecond, Cap* 
2. And howfoevet fome have fayd that ^Alexander * 
Pope of 3{ome , of that Name the third , refer res 
the keeping of the Lords day to "Divine Commande- 
went : -yet --they that looke upon him well , can 
finde no luch matter. Hee faith indeede that both the 
Old and Ttew T eftament depute the feventh day to 
the reft of man : but for the keeping of it holy, both thas 
and other dayes appointed -for Gods publicise fervicej. 
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eccle/ia decreverit obfervanda ; that hcc afcribes alone to 
the Churches order. Decret. 1.2. tit. 9. deferiis.cap.^. 
The like may bee affirmed alfo of reftraint from labour t 
that it is grounded onely on the authoritie of the Church, 
and of Christian Princes ; how ever in fome Retail and 
Jmperiali Edi&s, there be fome (hew or colour added from 
the Lw of G o x>. 

( c ) I fay fome (hew or colour added from the Laft of 
Goo. For as before I faid, it is not utterly impoffible, but: 
that thofe Princes might make ule of fome pretence oz 
ihew of Scripture, the better to incline the people, to 
yeeld obedience unto thofe reftraints, which were laid 
upon them. The Synod held at Mafcon* and that in Anx* 
errey both before remembred, exprefly had prohibited all 
workesoffc/w&^r^onthisday : the former having ad- 
ded for inforcing of it, not onely EcclefiafticaU cenfures % 
but corporatt and ctviU pumjhments. But yet this was not 
found enough to weane the people from their y?ork*j* 
their ordinary labours ufed before, upon that day . and it 
is no marvaile. The fetoes were hardly brought unto it, 
though they had heard God thundnng from the holy 
mountaine, that they fhould doe no wanner of Worke upon 
their Sabbath : It beine; added thereunto, that whofoevcr 
fiiould offend therein, he fhould dye the death. And cer- 
tainely it was very long, before that either Prince or Pre- 
late, or both joyned together, with all their power and po- 
licie could prevaile upon them; either to lay afide their 
labours, or forbeare their Law dayes : as may appearcby 
many feverall Edi&s of Emperours, Decrees ofPopcs,and 
Canons of particular Councels ; which have fucceffively 
beene made in reftraint thereof. The Synod of Chalons* 
Anno 662. wherein were 44. Bifliops, and amongft them 
S. Owen Arch-Bifliop of Roane, concluded as had beene 
before , [non nova condentesfid vet era r en ov antes'] rhat on 
the Lords day no man fliould prefumeto fowe or plough, 
or reape, vel quicqntd ad ruris cult ur am pert inch or dealc 
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in any thing that belonged to husbandry : and this onpaine 
of Ecclefiafttcall cenfare and corre&ion. But when this did 
no good, Cbthaire the third of France, ( for he I thioke it 
was who fet out that Law) beginning with the Word of 
God, and ending with a threate of fevere chaftifmentjdoth 
command the fame. Die domrrico nemo fervilia opera pr<c~ 
fnmots facere y quia hoc lex prohibet, & facra Scriptura in Leg* Altmm* 
omnibus contradicity as before was laid. « If any doe of- tit. 59. 
<c * fend herein, in cafe he be a bondma let him be foundly *t* 
u baftinadoed l in czkz freeman* let him be thrice admo- 
^nifhedofit; if he offend agajinev the third part of his 
cc patrimony was to bee confilcated; and finally, if that 
" prevailed not, he was to bee convented before the Go- 
u iwwwr, and made a Hondjlave. So for the Realme of 
Cjcrmanyj a Councell held at DingulofinHm in the lower 
Tavaria, *Anno 772. (the Towneis now called Dengolfeh 
not farre from Lindato ) did determine thus. « c Fefto die 
Soils , otto divino intent tu , prophanis ntgottis abfithetc^ 
«^upon the Sunday (fo they call it ) let every man abftaine 
& from prophane imployments, and be intent upon Gods 
worftiip; Ifanymanfhallworkehis Cart this day, or 
bufie himfelfe in any fuch like worke, jumenta ejus pub- 

* lica pinto, his Teeme (hall prefently bee forfeited to 

* the publike ufe : Andifftubbornly they perfift to pro- 

* c voke Gods anger, be they fold for Bond-men* So ^4- ^ ( . 
ventine reports the Canon* Arid lomewhat like to this was ' - ^ 
ordered by Theodorius King of the "Bavarians, v i 2 ' : S*jp $ r i[f ott k z 
qtiisdie dominicoy&Co c< If any man, upon the 
* c fliall yoake his Orten, and drive forth his Waine, dex- 
* f trnm bovem perdaty his right hand Oxe fliall be: forth- 
«■ with forfeit ; if he make Hay or carry it in ; if he mowe 
*« Corne or carry it in, let him be once or twice admoni= 
« ftied ; and if he amend not thereupon let him receive 
« no leffe than fiftie ftripes. Yet notwithftatiding all this 
care, when Charles the Great being King of Frame, had 
raftered Germany, which was 789, or thereabouts ; there 

had. 
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had been little reformation in this point amongft them- 
Therefore that Prince firft published his own RegaU Editt % 
grounding himfelfe/e- cmdnm quod in lege pr&cepit domtnui* 
upon the Prefcript of Gods Law; and there commands, 
that all men doe abftaine from the vvorkes of Husbandry. 
V/hich Edidt fince it Ipeakes of more particulars, at that 
time prohibited , wee will fpeake more thereof anon. 
That not prevailing, as it feemes, heecaufedfiveleverall 
Synods to bee affembled at one time, lAnno 813. ac 
tJW entity at %hemes % zt T 'ours, at Chalons Aries: in 
all of which it was concluded againft the Husbandman ; 
and many others more, as we fliall fee in the next Se&ion. 
And yet wee finde fome grudging ftill of the old difeafe J 
as is apparant by a Synod held at %ome y Anno%i6, under 
Eugenia* the fecond, chap* 30. another in the fame place, 
Anno $53. under Leo the fourth. Can. 50. the like in that 
of fomptigne ,held by Alexander the third, what time he 
lived an exile in the Realme of France. So for reftraint 
of Law-dayes, or Courts of judgement, thofe chiefly that 
determined of mens lives; it was not brought about in 
thefe Wefleme parts, without great difficultie. Witneffe* 
befides the feverall Imperiatl Editts before remembred* 
Cone. Mognnt. Anno 813. C*«. 57. Rhemenf. Can. 3$. 7i*~ 



Councels which were called by (harles, as before was 



itwasforefolvedof, was Alexander the third,in CounceJI 
ofCompeigne before remembred, enforced particularly to 
revive it, and then and there to fet it downe, Ne alibis 
ad mortem vel ad poenamjudicitHry that no man fliould up- 
on that day bee doomed to death, or otherwife condem- 
ned 
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ncd unto bodily punifhment. So difficult a thing it was 
to wcane the people from their labours, and other civill 
bufinefte, unto which they had beene accuftomed ; there 
being nothing to inforce or induce them to it, but humane 
authoritie. 

( 6 ) On the fame reafon,as it feemes, Leo PhiUfiphw 
EmpexQur o£ Constantinople, did make. ufe of Scripture: 
when in conformitie with the jvcftnne Churches, hee pur* 
pofed to reftraine the workes of Husbandry on that day, 
which till his time had beene permitted. The -Emperour 
Conflantine had ordeined, as.before was fhewne, that all 
Artificers, and fuch as dwelt in Cities, fhould on the Sun- 
day leave theirTrades : but by the fame Edi6fc gave licence 
to the Husbandman to purfue his bufinefle, afwellupon 
that day, as on any other. Butcontrary, this Leo, furna- 
med Philofophus (heebegan his- r eigne Anno 885.) ground 
din£ himfelfe, for fo hee tells us, on the authoritie of the 
HolyCjhoft, and of the Apoftles; (but where hee found- 
that warrant from the Holy Cjboft, and from the holy Apo- 
ftles, that he tels us not) reftrained the Husbandman from 
his worke, as well as men of other callings. NkephorurBtcLn{HJ t iu 
miftakesthe man, and- attributes it to the former Leo,* 9 zz * 
whom before we fpake of in our 4, Chapter. Qhq tempore 
primus etiam Leo- conftitutione Lata, ut dies domtnicus ab 
omnibus alfque Ubtre omnt> per otium tranfigerrtitr, fcfthf- 
que & venerabilis efict, qutmadmodum & divis Apefltolk 
vifum eft, pr&cepit.kt this time did the Emperour Leo firft" 
fet out his Law, « That theZ day fhould be of all men 
" fpent in reft,without any labour,that it fhould be an holy 
ct and afeftival day . as it ieem'd good to t\\QApo(tlfs. Where 5 
thelaft claufejtogethervvirhthefubftanceoftheEdi^make- 
the matter plain,that he miftook the man,though he hit the 
bufines:the former Leo ufing no fiich motive in al his Ediilv 
But take it from theEmperor himfelfe,who having told us Gonfit* 5 f* 
c < firft that the Lords day was to be honored with reft from * 
€i labour, addes next, that he had Jfccnca Law, (he.meanes 

that- 
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«' thac of Conftatitt,* ) qn& non omnes fimnl operari prohiben- 
<( dos , nonmllofque Hti operentur , indulgcninm cen/uft, 
which having not reftrained all workcs but permitted 
fome, did upon no fuffi cient reafon , diflionour that lb 
facredday. Then followeth* Statuimmnoi ettam^ quod 
Sp. Sanlto ab ipfoque infiitntU ^Apofiolis placttit, ut ornnts 
indie facro 3 crc. a labore vacent. Neque esfgricoUj&c* 
« It is our will, faith hee, according to the true meaning 
« of the Holy Ghoft, and of the Apoftles by him dire&- 
" ed, that on that facred Day, whereon wee were re- 
s < ftored unto our integritie, all men fliould reft them- 
« felves, and furceafe from labour : neither the Hus- 
< l bandmen nor others, putting their hand, that Day, 
« to prohibited worke. For if the lewes did lb much re- 
« verence their Sabbath, which onely was a fhadow of 
< c ours ; are not wee which inhabit Light and the 
" Truth of Grace, obliged to honour that day which the 
« c Lord hath honoured/ and hath therein delivered us, 
" both from difaonour and from Death ? Are nor wee 
u bound to keepe it fingularly and inviolably, ftfficient- 
ly contented with a liberall grant of all the reft- 5 and 
« not encroaching on that one, which G o d hath chofen 
" for his fervice ? Nay, were it not a wretchleffe fligh- 
< c ting and contempt of all Religion, to make that Day 
« common; and thinke that we may doe thereon, as wee 
<c doe on others. So farrethis Emperour determines of 
itfirft, and dilputesit afterwards, I onely note it for the 
clofe, that it was neere 900, yeeres ftom our Saviours 
Birth, if not quite lb much, before reftraint of Husbandry, 
on this day, had beene firft thought of in the Eafl : and 
probably being thus reftrained . did finde no more o- 
bedience there, than it had done before in the weprnc 
parts. 

( 7 ) As great a difficultie did it prove to reftraine other 
things in thefe times proje&ed, although they carried it 
atthelaft. The Emperour Cmftantine had before com- 
manded. 
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manded, that all Artificers in the Cities fliould iurceife 
from labour, on the Lords day ; afwell as thofe whom-hee 
imployed in his fcates of juHice : and queftionlefle hee 
found obedience anfwerable to his expe&ation. But 
when the Wefterne parts became a prey to new Kings and 
Nations ; and that thofe Kings and Nations had admitted 
the Uwes of Chrift : yet did they not conceive it necefla^ 
, to iubmit themlelves to the lawes of Conji amine, and 
erefore followed their imployments, as before they did. 
And 16 k flood until! the time of Charles the Great , 
who in the yeere 789. publifhed his Regall Edidl, in this 
forme that followeth. Statuimw, (ecundum cjuod & in 
lege dominus pracepit, &c. <c We doe ordaine, according 
'< as it is commanded in the Law of God, that no man ln L( f'^ A 
et doe any fervile worke on the Lords day. [Thisinthe SW? *' 4 
general! had beeae before commanded by his Father 
Pepin, in the Councell holden in Fault ; but hee now ex- 
plicates himfelfe in thefe particulars. ] That is to fay, 
€C that neither men implov themfelves in workes of 
c< Husbandry \ in dreffineo /their Vines, ploughing their 
** Lands, making their Hay, fencing their grounds, grub- 
Cc bing or felling Trees, working in Mines, building of 
cc Houfes, planting their Gardens, nor that theypleade 
'< that day>or goe forth on hunting: and that it be not law- 
« full for the women, to weave, or dreffe Cloth to make 
« Garments, or Needle-worke, to card their Wooll, beat 
" Hempe, wafo cloathes in publike, or fheere Sheepe : 
c< but that they come unto the Church, to divine Service, 
" and magnifie the Lord their God, for thofe good things 
u which on that Day he hath done for them. After confi- 
dering with himfelfe that Faircs and Markets on this day, 
were an efpeciall meanes to keepe men from Church ; he« 
fet out his Imperiall Edi&, De mndinis concedendis, as to 
prohibit Faircs and Markets , as my Author tells me. Nor 
did he truft fo farre,to his owne Edict,as not to ftrengthen 
hp (as the times then were) by the authority of the Church, 

LI and v 
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and therefore caufed thofe five Councils before remem- 
bred, to bee aftembled at one time : in foiire of which it 
was determined againft all fervde Workes, and Laty-dayes, 
as alfo Ht mercatns in its mw:?»t fit ,that no Markets flhould 
be kept upon them ? ConciU ogunt. Can. 37 Nemei- 
cata txercearJ, Rhtmer.f, Can. 3 5 . and fo in thofe of Tours, 
4,0. and tits 1 6. That of Chalons which was the fifth, 
did onely intimate, that whereas the Lor* s day had beene 
much negle$ed, the better Japing of the fame was to be 
so* dtablifhed mthemica con/lit Mtiorie> by fome si at hemic all 
conjiitMtiG* of the Emperour himfelfe. But wbacfoever 
care this Emperour tooke, to fee his will performed, and 
the Lords day fan&ified ; it feemes his lucceflbur Ludc- 
vtcus was remifle enough : which being found, as found 
kw&s, the people fell againe to their former labours 1 
-ploughing and Market ting m&L*Vc*daycS) as before they 
r m iL?mfitn r a The C^is^ hzlfai Parts, ^<4nno 8 2 9. which was 
u,i.\o." J * but fixteene yeeres after the holding of the aforefaid 
Synods, much complaines thereof : and withall addes, 
that many of the Prelates afibn]bkd there, knew both : 
by fame and by their own proper knowledge, Quofdarn in 
hoc die ruratia Optra exercemes , fulmtne intcremptos , 
that certaine men following their Husbandry on that 
day, had beene killed with Lightning ; and others with 
« a ftrange convulfion of their joynts, had miferablype- 
«* nflied t whereby fay they, it is apparant, that G 0 d 
:c - was very much ofrended, with their fo great riegleEl of 
"that holy day, Rather with their fo great neglq£ of 
their fuperiours ; in that, not 'Declaration of their King, 
nor Constitution of the Church, could worke fofarre upon 
diem, as to gaine obedience , in things conducing to 
G&ds lervice. Ha ^! working oh that day beene ib much 
offenfive in the fight of Goa; likely it is 4 , wee might have 
heard of fome 'inch judgements, in the times before : but 
being not prohibited, it w as -not unlawfully Now being 
zmdz uniwfull, becaule prohibited 3 God fmote them * 

for 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



Pakt. 2. the Sabbath. Chap. j. 14$ 

for their frequent workings > at times which were de~ 
figned to another ufe ; not in relation to the day, but their 
4* I obedience. Therefore the Councell did advife that firt 
6fallthe Priefts and 'Prelates* then that Kings\ Princes , 
and all faithfutl pedple 3 would doe their beft ehdeavour 
for the reftoring of that day to its anttent luftre ; which 
had fo foulely beene negle&etl Next they addrefled 
themfelves particularlyrto LndbvkhsZtxd Lotbarius, then 
the T^oman Enjperotirs ; Vt cunEtis rieftimwcmiannfoxi 
by feme fkarpe injunction, they would ftrifec a cerrour in- 
to all their Sub jc&s, that for the times to come, none 
(hould prefume to itoughsx hold Lw-dayes, or c^iarht, 
as of late was ufed. this probably occafioned the faid 
two Empefours, 8 5 ? .' to call a Synod at Romu under Leo Syn.Rom. cm* 
the fourth: where it was ordered more precifely, than 3 °* 
in former times, Vt die Dominica nnlltis audeat mercati* 
ones, nee in cibariis rebus, aut qnalibet opera rufticafacere, 
e< that no man flhould from thenceforth dare to make any 
fc Markets on the Lords day-> no not for things that were 
« to eate ; neither to doe any kinde of worke.that belong- 
cf edto Husbandry. Which Canon being made at Rome, 
confirmed at Compeipne, and afterwards incorporated, 
as it was, into the body of the Canon Laft ( whereof fee 
Decretal. L 2. tit de fertis cap* 2.) became to bee ad- 
mitted, without further queftion, irt moft parts of Chrl/l en~ 
dome : efpecially when the Pdpes ;had attained their 
height, and brought all Chriftian Primes t6 bee at their 
devotion For then the people, who befotbMd moft op- 
pofed it, might have jilftly faid* Behold two Kings flood not % Kings to* 
before- hifo* bow- then ^eJflaM f .put of which confter- 
mticMi^ilm^n preftnriy ,v 6b^Hi ^adefiniii of all forts 
being brought to hf bfttielf labours : and amongft thofe 7 
the Miller, though his wofke was eafieft, and leaf* of 
all required h& prefenfce. Nec aliqms a vefpeira diet Sab- 
bati s tifaue ad rttfperamditi d'ttfyinic*, ddmolendinaaqua* 
mm vet ad aUqm alia mitre mileat. So was it ordered in 
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the Councell of *singeirs, (of which fee Vochelltv) ^4nno 
128 2. wherein the 'Barber alfo was forbidden to ufe his 

( 8 ^ Yet were not thofe reftraints fo Itrict^as that there 
was no liberty to be allowed of, either for bufinefle or 
pleafure I A time there was for both, and that time made 
ufe of: there being in the Imperial Editts, and Conjii- 
tutms of the Church, yea and the Decretals of the Popes 3 
many refervations, whereby, the people might have li- 
berty to enjoy themfelves. They had beene elfe in 
worfe condition, than the./ ewes before.. In theEdidt of 
Charles the great before remembred,. though otherwife 
precife enough, there were three feverall kindes of 
carriages, allowed and licenced on the Lords day : i. e. 
Hmatiacarra, velvi£lnalia, velji forte xecejp ertt corpus 
ctijullibet ducere ad fepHkhrHm'y that is to fay, carriage of 
gardening ware, and Carts of visuals, and fuch as are to 
carry a dead Corps to burialL So faith the Edift, as it is 
reported by. th$ Magdeburgians, CerJt.%. cap.6* But in 
UihlLt. Tochelltis I have met wkh another reading. « For hee, 
Mt, jo. rt inftead of tria carrariatyera, which wee have rendred 
« three kindes of Carriages ; doth reade carnalia opera, 
u three kindes of fecular or carnall bufinefles : and then 
u inftead of carra hcrtaliay Czm of gardening ware ; 
*< carra hoflUia, which I conceive to bee opera hoftiba, 
H anions belonging to the Warres in time of hoffcilitie. 
* c Jhis laft perhaps more probable, becaufe it is forbidden 
tc in the Law it felfe, Ne qui* hortum laborer, that men for- 
" beare gardening upon the Sunday. . So Theodidphm 
*Aureliantnfis , who lived about the yecre 8 3 6. having 
firft put it downe for a pofidve Rule, that the Lor ds 
day ought with fiich care to bee obferyed,, v.t prater 
w at tones & tniffarum fpUnnU , , & ea <fua ad vefeen* 

ept Hbl< ( ^ im P ertinm 3 nil diud fi^P ? "that befides Prayer, 
% c< and hearing MafTe , and fuch things as belong to 
l< fqod ; there is dire&ly nothing that may bqe done s 
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admks of an exception, or a nfervatiw* Nam fi necejjr 
tdifutrit navigandi vel ttincrandi, Itcentia datnr. " For 
< c if (faith he)therebeaneceflaryoccafion, either of fee* 
« ting fay le, or going a journey ; this may bee allowed 
^ of ; in cafe they pretermit not *J\i<*$t and Prayers. 
This I finde extant as a fanon of the 6. qencrall Council 
holden in Conftantinople 1 but fince both this and all the 
reft of the fam(* ftampe, (there are nine inall) are thought 
notto belong of right unto it; I havechofe rather to re- 
fcrre it to this Theodulphus, though a private man ; a- 
mongft whofeworkes I, finde it in the great *Bi bliot hec* 
Patmm. T m. Thus in a Synod held at Coy, within 
the Realme and Diocefle of Oviedo, ^4nno 1 oyo. it was 
decreed, That all men (hould repaire to church on the 
Lords day, and there heare Matins ', Maffe, and other the 
canonic all houres ; as alfb , Opm fervile non excrceant, 
nec [eUentur itinera* that they mould doe no fervile Work', 
nor take My journey. Yet with exceptions foure or five, 
namely unlefTe it were for devotions fake , or to bury 
the dead* or to vifit they/cJ^ ; or finally pro ficreto regis, 
vel Saracenerum impetu* on fpcciall bujtnejji of the Kings, 
or to make bead'Againll the Saracens . The King was much 
beholding to them that they would tike fiich care of his 
State affaires : more than fome Princes might be now, in 
cafe their bufinefle were at the dilpofing of particular 
men . So had it beene decreed by fever all Emperours, yea 
andbyfeverall Connects too: which for the Eafi parts 
was confirmed by Emanuel Comnenm the Eaftcrne Em- 
perour, ±Amo 1 1 74. w emus i^wiuitAB&j w«i irupo/w 
§}f 7* JiH&ieiov , « that all accefle to the Trihunatt fhould be 
« quite (hut up ; that none ofthofe who fate in judgement 
ftiouldfiton any caufe that day* Yet this not abfo- 
lutely, but « w C&or*$i frw* o\\u>m»<u , 3 &rdiyK9f,&c. 
« unlefle the King (hall pteafe on any new emergent caufe, 
« as many timesinifineffe comes unlookcd for,to appoint 
*< it othervvife. Thus alfo for the Workes of labour •> Hiking 
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} had been reftrained on the Lords day, as a toylefome A& ; 
and on the other holy dyes, as well as that : yet did it 
pleafc Pope Alexander the third, (he enured on the chairc 
<Dccmli.tk 9 o£Rome^Awo 1160.) to order-by his Dtcreutl, that on 
c. 3. the Lor*; * *j a ^d the reft, it might be law* ull unto thofe 

who dwelt upon the Coaft, Si halecta terra tnclmarint* 
eorun+captioni,tngntente necejfitate, intendere ; to fet them*- 
felves unto their fifiing, in cafe the Herring came within 
their reach, and the time, was feafonable. Provided that 
they fent a convenient portion, unto the Churches round 
about them, and unto the poore. Nay even the vvorkes of 
handicrafts were in fome fort fuftered. for whereas in 
the Councell of Laodicea y it was determined, that men 
fhould rcft.on the Lords day y <mv hfw&tw £vi£v> from 
alj their handy Vcorkty an d repaire to Chunk, . Balfamon 
a a*, tells us in his gbfe* that ib it was refolved amongft them* 
•vwcil. iwd. ^ dvwywmSt > not ablblutely ; but fivwr* w mat y 
if with conveniencie they could. For ftill, faith he, (hee 
lived in ^4 mo 11 91.) in cafe men labour on chat day, 
f& mvm y 5 aMw* mU ctve^ym , either becaufe of want 
orany other neceflitie, they are held cxcufahle. Laftly, 
ihrMtJsdHui. whejreas Pope Cjregory the 9. had on the Sunday es and the 
holy dayesi commanded ut homines &juwema omnia qui- 
e[cant>xhM there fhpuldbe a generall reftraint from labours 
both of man,and beali: there was ajcfervationalfo, Nifi 
urgent neceffita* tnftet 9 vel nifi panpertbns >vel eccle(i<e y gratis 
fiat ; unleffe on great neceflityyOr fome good Office to b e 
done unto the poore, or to the Church. 

( 9 ) Nor were there refervations and exceptions onel J 
in point of bufwef[e, and nothing found in point ofpratttfe) 
but there ace many pajfaoes, efpecially of the greateft per- 
fonsy and moft publike aElions, left upon record \ to let us 
know what liberie they aflumed unco themfelves, as well 
on this day as the reft., And in fuch onely fliall Linftance, 
and as being mo&exemplary : and therefore moft condu- 
Wgto my prefcntpurpofe. And fitfft vvcereadeof a gresc 
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battaile, fought on P dime-Sunday, AnnoyiS. betvveene Avm - m 
Charles Mart ell, grand mafter of the houfceld to the King / 1% 
of France, and Hilpericus the King himfelfe ; wherein the 
victory fell to Charles : and yet we reade not there of any 
great neceffitie, nay of none at all, but that they might, on 
both fides,have deterred the battaile,had they conceived it 
any finne, to fight that day. Upon the Sunday before Lent, 
Amo%%^. LndovickthQ Emperour, furnamed Pius, or the * 6H * 
godly, together with I his Prelates, and others, which had 
been prefent with him at the aflembly held at TheonviUe ; 
went on his journey wnxoMetT^: nor do we find that it did 
derogate at all, from his nawtjmd piety* Upon the Sunday 
zitzxivhitfontide, Anno 844. Ludowtcb fonneuntoZod?*- 
rius the Emperour, made his folemne entrance into Rome: 
the Tinman Citizens attending him with their Flagges and 
Enfignes; the Pope and Clergy (laying his comming in S. 
Peters Church, there to entertaine him. Upon a Sunday, 
Anno 1014. Henry the Emperour ^duodecimfenatoribus val- 
utas, environed with 12. of the Roman Senatours, came to Di tp ewHM, 
S. Peters Church, and there was crowned, together with 1 7t 
his wife, by the Pope then being, On Eafler day, in ipfit 
die pafchalis folenmtatis, Anno 10 27. Conrade the Empe- 
rour was folemnely inaugurated by Pope John ; Canutus 
King of England, and Rodolph King of the Burgmdians, fffjfj 9 ^ 
being then both prefent : and the next Sunday after be- " *" * 19 ' 
gan his journey towards (jermany. Upon Palme Sunday, , r 
Anno 1084. mbert, Arch-bifliop of Ravenna,W$ fclemi*- ^j^ c *" 
ly inthronized in the Chaire of Rfime : and the next Sun- 
day after, being Eafler day f Henry the third Imperial*, dig- 
nitate fublimatus eft, was crowned Emperour. On 
Pajfion Sunday, zAnno 1 148. Letyis the King of France 
afterwards Canonized for a Saint ^ made his firft entrie in- 
to Hierufalem with all his Army ; and yet wee readc not 
any where, that it was laid in barre againft him, to put by 
his Sainting ; as poffibly it might be now, were it yet 
to doe. What Ihould I fpeake of Councils on this day 
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Chap. y._ The HiHorj of Part.-2. 
affembled, as that of (hartrcs? Awo 1 146. for the reco- 
very of the My handy of Tours , on Trimtse Sunday ,as we 
call it now, sAnno 1164. againft OUavian the Pieudo- 
Pope ; that of Ferrara* upon Paffion Sunday y-Anno 1 177. 
againft Fredericks^ Emperour ; or that of Paris* Anno 
1126* fammoned by Stephen then Bifhop there, on the 
fourth Sunday in Lent, for the condemning of certaine 
dangerous and erroneous pofitions, at that time on foote. 
I have the rather inftanced in thefe particulars, partly be* 
caufc they hapned about thefe times, when Prince and 
Prelate were moft intent, in laying more and more re- 
ftraims upon their people, for the more honour of thi* 
day : and partly becaufe being all of them publicke attiovs* 
and fuch as mooved not forwards but by divers wheeles ; 
they did require a greater number of people to attend 
them, Andnowfoever Councels, in themlelves, bee of 
tnecclefiafticall nature; and that thecrowniogof a King 
in the A& it felfe, be mixed of facred and of civill .^yet in 
she traine and great attendance that belongs unto them, 
the pompe, the triumphed and concourfe of fo many 
people, they are meerelyfecular. And fecular although / 
rfieywere, yet wee may well perfwade our felves, that , 
either *A3or or Spettatouty thought themfelves guiltie, 
any, wife, of offering any the leaft wrong to the Lords 
day: though thofefolemnities, no queftion, might with- 
out any prejudice have beene put off to another time. 
Mo more did thofe, who did attend the Princes before * 
remembrcd,. in-their magnificent entries into Homey and" 
tJWct 4 ^ ; or the other military entrance into Hicrufa 
Um : which were meere Secu ar tAQs , and had not 
any the leaft mixture, either of Ecclefiafiicall or facred 
Nature. 

(t o) For Recreations inthefetimcs,there is noquefti- 
on to be made, but all were latofuU to be ufed on theLords 
day* which were accounted law full upon other dayesy and 
had HQt ^^ncpiofaibkcQ^by^iiirr^riii^'/ and wee finde 
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none prohibited, but dancing oneiy. Not that all kiade of 
dancing was by Law reftrained : but either the abufe there- 
of, at times unfeafonable* when j men (tould have beene 
prefent in the Church of God ; 6reifeimmodeft,fliame- 
Idfcdtneinjp-i fiich as were thofe, againft the -which the 
Fathers did inveigh fo fliarpeiy, in the Primitive times. 
Ih reference to the firft, Damaften tells us of fome men, VantMmm^ 
whoonely wiftied forthe Lords day, ut *b opere feriati tib.}*C3p47* 
vitiis operam dent , that bein&quitted from their labours, 
they might enjoy the better their finfull pleafures. « For 
« looke into the ftreets (fiuth he) upon other dayes* and 
« there is no mart to be found ; Die "Dominico egredere, 
<*>at*fne altos cithara ententes $ alios appUndentes > &fd* 
« tantei*&*. But lookfe abroad on the Lords Jay, and 
« yw (hall finde feme (inging ta the Harpe , others ap- 
*< plaudingof the Miificke ; fome dicing, others jeering 
< c of their Neighbours , alios denitfae InSantes reperies ; 
« and fome alio Wraftliftg. Itfcllowethj Praco ad Se- 
tt clef am vocat i pwnes fegnitie tor pent, & moratvettant : 
^ fit bar a ant tuba perfonmt ? omnes tanqwtm aim 
« ftrtt&i enrruht. Doth the Clarke call unto the Cbnrch i 
they have a feaver-lurdane , and they cannot ftirre? 
*« Doth the Harpe or Trnmpet call them to their Pa- 
« ftimes ? they fiie y as they had V?i*gs to helpe them» 
They that can finde in this a prohibition, either of Mu- 
ficke % Dancing, pubtikz Sports, or man-like Exercifcs, fuch 
as iVraftling is, on the Lords day ; mtift certainely have 
better eyes than Lynceus, and more wit than Oedipns* 
Plainely they prove the contrarie, to what fome alleage 
them ; and fliew moft clearely , that the Recreations 
there remembred, were allowed of pnblifaly : otherwise* 
none durft ufe them, as wee fee they did, in the open 
ftreetes. Onely- the Father fcemes offended, that they 
preferred their Paftimes, before their Prayers ; that they 
made little or no hafte to- fhnrch, and ranne upon the 
fpurre to their fymations : that where Cods pnblike 
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fervite was to be firft confiderecUn the Lords day > and a£- 
ter,on (pare times,mens private pleafures ; thefehad quite 
changed the courfe of nature., and loved the Lords day 
more for pleafure , than for devotion. This is the mott 
lhat can be made, from this phceofDamafcen • and this 
makes more for Dancing , and fuch Recreations * than it 
doth againft them ; in cafe they be not ufed *t unfitting 
houres. Much of this nature, is the £anon produced b^ 
feme, to condemne on the Lords day , as unlaw- 
full utterly .- Which being looked into, condemnes alone 
tmmodeft and unfeemely Dancings ; fuch as no Canon could 
allow of upon any day, of what name foever. A Canon 
made by Pope Eugenitu, in a Synod held at Rome, Anno 
$16. what time both Prince and Prelates did agree to- 
gether, to raife the Lords day to as high a pitch , as they 
fairely might . Now in this Synod there were made three 
Canons, which concerne this Day : the firft,prohibitive of 
*Bvfintffe, and the Work's of Labour ; the fecond, againft 
Trocejfe, in Caufes criminall ; the third, ne multeres Ft flu 
diebns vanis ludti vacent , that women doenot give them- 
felves, on the holy dayes, unto Want on Sports : and is as 
followed^ Sunt qmdam, & maxime mulieres , quiFeHis 
& facrti diebust&c. " Certaine there are, but chiefely 
« women , which on the holy dayes, and Feflivals of the 
u blefl'edc^rfrOTi, upon the which they ought to reft, 
" have no great lift to come to Church, as they ought to 
<£ doe ; fad balando> & turpia verba decant ando, &c. but 
« jpend the time in Dancing, and in jhameleff'e Songs, 
" leading and holding out their Dances , as the Pa?*ns 
« ufed, and in that manner come to the Congregation. 
« Thefe,if they come unto the Church with fewfiiines 
« about them, returne backewith more :: and therefore 
« are to be admoniOied by the Parijh Priejf , that they 
" maft onely come to Church, to fay their Prayers ; 
« fuch as doe otherwife , deftroying not themfelves 
« alone , but their neighbours alfo. Now in this Canon, 
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there arc thefe three things to bee confidered : Firft, 
That thefe Women ufed not to come unco the Church, 
wich ; that fobrietie and gravitie which was fitting , as 
theyfliould have done; bmDanci»g y Singing, Sport in* * 
as the Pagans ufed, when they repaired- unto their Tem. 
pies : Secondly, Thar thefc Dancings were, accompanied 
mth immodefi Songs, and therefore as unfit for any day, 
as they were io^Sunday : and thirdly , That thefe kindb 
of Dancings were not prohibited on the Lords day ono- 
ly, but onfall the holy dayes. Such alfo was the Canon vemt pars* 
of the third Councell of T oledo > Anno 5^. which, de ConfecmT 
afterwards , became a part of the Canon Lavs; • though, Diflwtt i % / 
by the over-fight of the Collector, it is there layd to 
be the fourth : and this will- make as little to the pur- 
pofe, as the other did^ It is this that folioweth : IrrelU 
giofa confmtudo eft % quam vulgm per fanClornm Solen- 
nitates & Feftivitates agere confnevit* Populi qui Di-* 
vin0 Ofjicia debent atiendere , faltationibm turptbtis in** 
vigilant , Cantica non folum mala canentes , fed ct amj 
Religio forums Officii* perflrepunt. Hoc enim ut abemni 
HiYpania £the fDecrete reades ab omnibus Provinces J 
depellatnr , Sacerdotunu ac ludicurru a Sanilo Concilia 
cur*, commiititur. " There is an irreligious Cuftome 
« taken up by the common people, that on the Fefii- 
" vals of the Saints , thofe which fhould be attent on 
« Divine Service , give thcmfelves wholly to lafcivi- 
« ous and fiameletfe Dances : and doe not onely fing 
« unfeemely Songs > but difturbe ihe Service of the 
« Church. Which mifchiefe , that it may be foone re- 
" mooved out- of all the Countrey, the Counce 11 leaves 
« it to the care of the Prtefis and fudges. Such Dan- 
ces, and imployed to fd bad a purpofe, there is none 
could tolerate; and yet this generally, was upon the. 
holy dayes, Saints dayes I meane, as well as Sundayts : 
Whereby wee, fee , the Church had no kite a;re of on<v 
than >of the other. , 

(i;t) And 
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( 11 ) And fo indeed it had , not in this alone, but in 
all things elfc : the holy dayes , as wee now diftinguifti 
them, being in moft points equall tcxtht Sunday ; and in 
fome, fupenour . Leo the Empcrour, by his Edi&, had (hue 
up the Theater , and the Cirque on Shew-place, on the 
Lords day. The like is willed expreflely, in the fixt ge* 

tt&M. nerall Councell holden at Conftantinoplt > Anno 69*. for 
the whole Eafter Vreekt. Nequaquam ergo his diebw 9 equo~ 
rum curfu* , vel aliquod publicum fiat Jpettaculum; That 
neither Horfe-Raees intheC#Vgf«fvoranyother^/i^ 
Shewcs, be performed therein. So the Canon hath it* 
The Emperour Charles reftrained the Husbandman and 
the Trade f-many from following their ufiiall worke on 
the Lords day. The Gouncell of Meaux, ^MeldeafeM 
the Latin* .. Writers] Anno 840, doth the lame for the 
faid Eafter Voeeke* and in more particulars : it being or- 
dered by that Synod, that men forbeare, during the time 
above remembred , ab omnt operc Rurali, Fabrilt, Car^ 
pentario t (jynac*o, Cotmentario* PtElorio^VenatoriOiForenfi, 
oJbfercatorio* *Audientiali , ac Sacrament is exigendis i 
« from Husbandry, the Craft of Smiths, and Carpenters, 
" from Needle-worke , Cementing , Painting, Hunting, 
" Pleadings, Merchandize,Cafting of Accompts,and from 
taking Oathes. For matters of another nature , the 
'jBenediliives had but three Mefle of Pottage* upon other 
dayes : die vero Dominico, (3* in practpuis Feftivttatibus ; 
but on the Lords day , and the principall Feflivals , a 
fourth was added ; as faith Theodoware the Abbot , in 
an Epiftle to^Cbarles the Great. So alfo law-Suites#nd 
"Courts of Judgement, were to be layd afide, and quite 
Chut up on the Lords day] as many Emperors and Gouncels 

Conc.7ribm<*[< had determined feverally. The Councell held at Friburg, 
Amo gp y.did refolve the fame,of holy dayes&r Saints dayes, 
and the time of Lent. Nutlus omnino fecularu dub us Domi- 
•iiis,vel Sanftorum in feft is, fen Qu*dragefim*,akt je junto- 
rhmyplacitnm habere, fed nec popular* Uloprafumat coercere: 

" let 
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« Let not the Secular Judge prefume to hold any Plea, or 

" Law-day, either upon the Lords day, or Fejihats of the 

" Saints, or in the time of £,^r, or any time of pubhejus 

« faft ; nor force the people on the fame to be afiembled : 

as the Canon goeth. The very fame with thap of the 

Gouncell of Erford , Anno 922, cap* 2. But what need 

private and particular Synods be produced, as witneffes 

herein., when wee have Smperours, Popes, and Patri- 

tfr^/, to affirme the fame. To take them in the order in 

which they lived ; Photins, the Patriarke of Constantino- jpMfam 

fie, Anno 858. thus reckoneth up the Fejiivals of elpe-cap.V 

ciall note , viT^ « Seven dayes before Eajler , and (even 

< e dayes zSttt Chrifimas , Eptpbante , x) £ tw ?£v 

« n ja>e«t*w,the Fcafts ofthc.Apeflles>andzhQ Lords 

« day* And then he addes, l» m*jJw* iW^'f In St* 

« TshHTUiln Sim hiyiTiu , that on thofe dayes, they neither 

« fuffer publike Shewes, nor Courts of Juftice. Emanuel 

Contnenus next, Emperour of Qonftaniiwple , 1 1 74. 

« doe ordairie, faith hee, that thefe following be e» 
*< empt from labour f i;/^. thz^ativine of the L>/r/;« 
« (JMary, Hcly-Rood day, (and 16 hee reckoneth all the 
" reft , in thofe parts obferved ) together with all the 
u Sunday es ia the yeere ; and that in them, there be 
« not any acceffe to the Seats of Judgement. The like. 
Pope gregorie the ninth , Anno 1 22,8. dctermineth m ub.iAit. 
the Decretall ; where numbring up the holy dayes , hee m 9 cap.^ 
concludes at laft , That neither any Procefle hold , nor 
Sentence bee in force , pronounced on any of thofe 
dayes , though both parts mutually (hould confent un- 
to it. Cwfent'temibus etiam partibxs , r.ec Proceffus ha- 
bitus ter.eat , nec Sententi i qaam contingit diebtts bu~ 
jufmodi promulgari. So the Law relblves it. Now, left 
the Feaft of Whitfor.tide might not have fcme.refpeft, 
as well as Eafler ; it was determined in the Ccun^ 
cell held a; &gtlktim>-vinm £48. That CMunday^cq^ — 
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" Tuffday, JVedncfdaym the fvhitfttn-Vceeke > non minus 
cc quaw dies 'Dominic us folemtter honorentitr > fhould no 
<£ lefle folemnely be obferved , than the Lords day was. 
So,whenthat O/fe^Bifhopof "Bamberg^ had planted the 
Faith of £&r*/? in Pomeraniay and was to give account 
thereof to the Pope then being; hee certifieth him by 
his Letters , Aw.o 1 1 24. That having chriftned them , 
and. built them Churches, hee left them three Injunctions 
for their Chriftian carriage. Firft, That they eate no flefh 
on Friday es ; fecondly* That the,y reft the Lords day , ab 
omni opere malo , from every evill vvorke , repairing to 
the Church for religious duties; and thirdly, Santto- 
rum foiennitates cum vigiliis omni diligemia obfervent ; 
that they keepe carefully the Saints dayes , wi#h the 
Eves attendant. So, that in all thefe outward mattersj 
weefinde faire equaling ; fave that in one refpe&, the 
principall FeHivals had preheminence above the Sun* 
day. For , whereas Fijhermen were permitted , by the 
Secret all of Pope Alexander the third , as before was 
faid, Diebm Dominicis & aliis Feslis , on the Lords day 
and other holy dajes> to fifh for Herring, in feme cafes; 
there was a Ipecrall exception of the greater Feftivals, 
Pr&terqxam in majoribus armi folennitatibtu , as the or- 
der was. But not to deale in generals onely ; Ifidore, 
Arch-bifhop of Seville in the beginning of tne feventh 
Centurie, making a Catalogue of the principall Fcfti- 
vals, beginnes his Lift with Eafier , and ends it with 
the Lords day • as before wee noted, in the fifth Se&ion 
of this Chapter. Now , left it fhould be thought , that 
in facred matters , and points of fubftance, the other 
holy dayes were not as much regarded, as the Lords day 
was ; the Councell held at Kjidem^ Anno 81 3. did 
appoint it thus ; That if the Bifhop were infirme, or 
not at home, Non defit tamen diebm Domintcis<>& Fe~ 
flivitatibusyqui Verbum Dei pr<zdicet y juxta qnod populus 

intelligati yet there ftio'uld ftill be fome to preach Gods 
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Word unto the people, according unto their capacities, 
both on the Lords day, and the other Feftivals. Indeed, 
vyhy ftould not both be obferved alike ; the Saints dayes 
being dedicated unto God, as the Lords day is ; and lan- 
ding both of them on the fame authorise ; on the au- 
thorise of die Church , for the particular infiirution ; on 
the authoritic of Gods Law 9 for the general! Warrant* 
It was commanded by the Lord, and written in the heart 
of man by the Penne of 'Nature * that certaine times 
fhould bee appointed for Gods pub/ick? Veorjbip ; the 
choycing of the times, wzs left to the Churches power ; 
and fhee defigned the Saints dayes , as ftiee did the 
Lords ; both his, and both allotted to his ferviceonely. 
This made Saint 'Bernard ground them all, the Lords 
day, and the Other holy dayes , on the fourth Commxn. 
dement V the third } in the Account of the Church of -Rome* 
Spirit uale obfequium Deo prabetur in obfervmtia fan ft a- 
rum folennitatum > unde terbium Praceptum contexttur : 
Obferva diem Sabbati , i# e. ,m facris feriis te cxerce. 
« There is, faith hee,a ffrirituall frvice due to God, in 
tf * the obfervation of the holy folennities > from whence 

the third Commandement was given : Obfcrvethe Sat* 
« bath day > i. e. exercife thyfelfe in the holy Fefliva/s*. 
<« as thou oughteft to doe. So Saint Bernard in his third 
Sermon, Super falve Regina. 

(12) The Lords day , and the holy dayes, or Saints 
dayes , being of fb neere a kinne ; wee muft next fee, 
what care was taken by the Church , in thefe prefenc 
Ages, for ballomng them unto the Lord. The times 
were certainely devout; and therefore the leffe quefti- 
on to be made, but that the holy dayes were employed 
as they ought to bee ; in hearing, of the Word of 
God, receivjng of the Sacraments, and pouring forth 
their prayers unto him. The fixe Cjeverall Councell 5 
holden at Constantinople , appointed , That thofe to 
whom the Cttre of the fhurch was trufted , fhould on 
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all dayes , ig«ph»f A v > efpccially on the 

Lords day , inftruft the Clergie and the people,oUt of the 
holy Scripture,in the wayes of godlineffe. Kay the Cler- 
gie and the people : for in thefe times, the Revenue of the 
church being great, and the Offerings liberall; there 
were, befides the Parijh Prieft, who had fare of Soules, 
many affifting Minifters, ofinferiour Orders , which lived 
upon Gods 'holy Altar. Somewhat to this purpofe, of 
preaching every Sunday, yea, and Saints dayes too , in the 
Congregation, we have feene before eftablilhed in the 
Councell at Ment^ Anno 81?. So for receiving of the 
Sacrament : whereas fome would that it fhould be ad- 
miniftred every day , fmgulis in anno diebus Y as Bertram 
Jhath it, lib. de corp. 0 fangn. ChriFli : Rabanus Maurus, 
who lived 824. leaves it as a thing indifferent ; advifing 
all men notwithstanding, in cafe there be no lawfull let, 
5>« Sttmm, pro- to communicate every Lords day. Quotidie EuchanftU 
ifrittrtM* 0 * commumomm perctpere nec vitupero nec Undo, omnibus 
t amen *D mime is diebus commumcandum hortor, ft tamen 
mem in affettu peccandi non fit , as his words there are. 
And whereas this good cuftome had been long negle&ed, 
it was appointed , that the Sacrament (hould be admini- 
fired every Lords day, by the Councell at Aken,Anno 2^6 9 
2Y> forte qui longe eft a Satramentis cjmbus eft redemptus, 
&c. « Leaft , faith the Councell , they which keepe fo 
<c much diftance from the Sacraments of their rcdempti- 
" on i be kepfcas much at diftance from the fruition of 
« their falvation. As for the holy dayes , or Saints dayes, 
there needed no fuch Canon , to enjoyne on them the 
celebration of the Sacrament, which was annexed to them 
of cottrfe. So likewife for the publtke Prayer j,befides what 
fcatteringly hath beene faid in former places , theCoun- 
anc. Vnburimf cell held at Friburg, Anno % P5. hath determined thus: 
emit* Diebus Dominicis & fanttorum Feftis, vigiliis & orationi- 
bus infiHtndum eft, & ad mi ft a* cuilibet fhriftiano cum 6b~ 
Utiowbus enrrendum ; " That on the Lords day, and the 
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« Feftivals of the every Chriflian was to be intent 

« upon his devotions, to Watch and pray, and goe to Mafic, 
, « and there make his offering. Its true, the Service of the 
Church being in the ; and in thofe times 3 that Lan- 
guage being in fome Provinces quite vvorne out ; and in 
Tome others , grow'ne into a different Dialett, from what 
it was : that part of Gods Veorfiip , which was publicize 
Prayer, ferved not fo much to comfort and to edification, 
as it fhould have done. As for the outward adjun&ioC 
Gods pub/icke fervice, on the Churches part,the principail 
was that of *JMufickt ; which , in thefe Ages , grew to a 
perfe& height. Wee fhevved before, that vocaM Muftch 
in the Church > is no lefle ancient than the Lit urgie of the 
Church it felfe : which, as it was begun in Ignatius time, 
.after the manner of PUinc-Song, or a melodious kinde of 
pronunciation, as before was faid ; fo, in S. Auftins time, 
it became fo excellent* that it drew many to the Church*, 
and confequently,mafty to the Faith. Now, to that vocaU 
Mufich which was then in ufe, and of which formerly 
wee fpake ; it pleafed the Church,m the beginning of thele 
AgtsyXOzddt InflrumentaU : the Organ being added to 
the Voyce, by Pope Vitalian, Anne 6^. almofi iooo. 
yeeres agoe, and long before the aberration o£ the Church 
from its priftine pietie. And certainely, it was not done 
without good advice : there being nothing of that kinde 
more powerfull, than Melodie both Vocall and Inflrumen- 
taU, forrayfingof mens hearts,andfweetning their affecti- 
ons towards God : Not any thing, wherein the Militant 
Church here on Earth , hath more refemblance to the 
Church in Heaven Triumphant \ than in that facred and 
harmonious way of finging prayfe and Allelujahs to the 
Lord our God ; which is, and hath of long beene ufed, in 
the Church of Chrift. 

(i 3 ) To bring this Chapter to an end : in all that hath 
beene laid , touching the keeping of the Lords day , wee 
finde not any thing like a Sabbath ; either in the pra&ice 
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of the Church,** Writing of particular men : however 
thcfe iaft Ages grew to fuch an height, m reftraint of / 4m 
bonrs on this day ; that they might teeme to haue a minde, 
to revive that part of the fourth C'ommandenient , Thou 
(hat doe no manner of Veorke upon k. For, where they 
tell us of this day , as before was faid , that it was taken 
up by cttjl<mc, on the aut hohtie of the Church ; atmoft, 
on*sfpoftolicall tradition 3 this makes it plaine, that they 
intended no fuch matter, as a Sabbat h day : thongh,that 
the Congregation might affemble in the greater num- 
bers , and men might joyne together in all Chrifiia^ 
duties, with the greater force ; it pleafed the Church,md 
pnncipall P/;iv<rr/thereof,to reltraine men from corporaH 
labors, and binde them to repaire to the Houfc of g 0 d. 
Or, if they did intend the Lords day for a Sabbath day ; 
its plaine , they muft have made more Sabbaths, than one 
d y in /even : thofe holy days , which imiverfally were 
ebferved in the Christian Church , being no othenvife 
to*be kept, than the Lords day was ; and thofe encreafing 
in thefe Ages , to fo great a number , that they became a 
burthen to the common people. Nor is it likely , that 
being once free from the bondage of the -lewifi Sabbath, 
they would fubmit themfelves unto another , of their 
owne devifing : and doe therewith , as the Idolaters of 
old with their Vooodden gods, firft make them, and then 
prefently fill dbwne and worfhip them. Rather, they 
tooke a courfe to reftraine the Imis > from fanftifying 
their Sabbath, and other Feflivafs , as before they 
ufed. St at ut urn eft de fudau, in the 1 2 * Councell of To* 
ledo,Anno 68 1. Ne SMata>c<zter*[qxe Feftivitates rittu 
fui, celebrate pr&fumant : " In is determined of the Jems* 
" that they preftnne no more to celebrate the Sabbath f 
<c and the other Feftivals of their Religion* And not 
" fo onetyr: Sed ut ditbus Dominici* & *b opere cejfent j 
« But that they fliould refraine from labour on the Lords 
■ s% day alfo. Of any Sabbath to be kept in the Cbriftian 

Churchy 
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Church , forns few might dreamt perhaps , fuch filthic 
dreamers as Saint lude /peakes of : but they did onely 
dreame thereof; theyfaw no fuch matter. They which 
bad better Vifiens, could perceive no Sabbath ; but, in 
this Ufe> a Sabbath, or a reft from fmne\ and in the Ufc 
to come, a Sabbath, or a reft from miferie. Plainely,^ 
rf fo conceived it ; as great a Clerks as any, in the 
times wherein hee lived; which was in the beginning 
of the twelfth Centurie. 7\am ficut ftgnum Ctrcumctfi- 
cnis tncarnationem,crc. « For as, faith hee, the figne of 
« CircufHcifion fore-lliewed the wear nation of our Lord 
« and Saviour; the offering of the Pafchall Lambe, his 
" death and paffion-: Sic Sabbattfmtu Me requiem annun* 
" ciabat, qua pott banc vitam pofita eft fanttti & etettis : 
" So did the Sabbath fignifie that eternaU reft, which after 
" this life is provided for the Saints, and ele<ft cf God* 
« And more tnan this : Spiritual^ homo non uno die Heb- 
€c domadU , fed omni tempore Sabbat i^are fatagit ; The 
Cf true fpirituall man keepes not his Sabbath once a 
«« weeke, but at all times what ever, every houre and 
« minute. What then ? Would hee have no day fet a- 
part for Gods puUike fervice i no : but not the Sabbath. 
** Becaufe (faith hee) wee are not to rejoyce in this 
" World , tnat perifheth , but in the fure and certaine 
m hope of the Rcfurrettion ; therefore wee ought not to 
u rett the feventh day, in {loath and idlenefle : but Wee 
" difpofe our felves to Prayers, and hearing of the Word 
" of God, upon the fir ft day of the Weeke, on the which 
« Chrtft rofc : Cum fumma cura providentes , ut tarn 
rf illo quam ceteris dicbus feriati femper ftmus a fervili 
« opere peccati. Provided alwayes, that upon that, and 
* all dayes elfe, wee keepe our (elves free from the 
« fervile afts of finne. .This was the Sabbath which 
they principally looked for, in this prefent life ; never 
applying that name Co the Lords day, in any of thofe 
Monuments of Learning, they have left behinde them. 

Mm 2 The 
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The firft who ever ufed it, to denote the Lords day, 
(the fkft that Ihave met with, in all this icarch) is one 
Peirus ^Ifonfusy (hee lived about the times that Ruper- 
tnsdid:) who calls the Lords day by the name of the 
£brifttan Sabbath. Dies D$minic4> dies viZ^Refhrr&i* 
cnis , qu<z fa& falvationu caufa extitit , [hrtttianorunu 
Sabbat urn eft. But this no otherwife to be conftrued, 
than by Analogic and refemblance; no otherwife, than 
the Feaftof Eafter is called the Chrtttian Pajfeover; 
and Whit font ide , the Christian Pentecott. As for the 
Saturday, the old Sabbath day, though it continued 
not a Sabbath', yet it was ftill held in an high efteeme, 
in the Eafterne Churches : counted a FefttvaH day , or 
at leaft, no Faft \ and honoured with the meetings of 
the Congregation-. In reference to the firft'* weefinde 
how it was charged on the Church of Rome , by , the 
fixt Councell in Conftantinople , Anno 6 pi. That in the 
holy time of Lent , tus ttwtk ciGG&m vnHvi* , they ufed 
to faft the Saturday l which was dire&ly contrarie to 
the Canons of the zApotties , as they there alleage. 
This alfo was obje&ed by Photius , Patriarke of fan* 
flantinople , againft Pope T^ichola* of Rome, Anno 36 7* 
and after that, by tJMichael of fonftantinople , againft 
Leo the ninth , Anno 1053. Which plainely fhewes, 
that in the Eafterne Churches they obferved it other- 

uhu w ^ e ' in relation to- the other, wee finde , that 

whereas in the principall Church of Conftantinople , the 
holy Sacrament was celebrated onely on the greater 
Feafts , as alfo on the Saturdayes and the Sundajes , 
^Sabbatis 0 Dcminicu'J and not on other dayes , as 
at Rome it was: Con ft amine , furnamed KjMonomachus, 
Anno 1054. enriched it with Revenue, and beftowed 
much faire Plate upon it; that lb they might be able, 
every day, to performe that Office* Which proves fuf- 
ficiently , that Saturday was alwayes one , in all pu}- 
Inks duties ; and that it kept even pace with Sunday. 

But 
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But it was otherwife^of old, in the Church of Rome; 
where they did Uborare &]*ju»are, as Humbert us feith 3 
in his -defence of Leo the ninth againft e Niceta4. And 
this with little oppofition, or interruption ; fave that 
which had beenemade in theCitieof Rome > in the be- 
ginning of the feventh font uric ; and was foone cruflhed 
by Gregorie then Bifhop there ; as before wee noted. 
And howfoever Urban > of that name the fecond , did Keft*wtM(l, 
confecrate it to the Weekely Service of the Tile fed Fir- 1 '* 1 " 
gin 1 and inftituted in the Councell held at Clermont, 
Anno i op 5. that our Ladies '"Office i '£0fficium < 3.tJ%fa. 
ridf\ fhould be faid upon it ; Eandemque Sabbato quo que 
die * pracipua devotione, populttm ChnFUamm colere de-> 
here; and that upon that day, all Chriftian folkefliould 
worfhip her with their beft aevotions : yet it continued 
ftill, as 'before it was, a day of Fafttng^nd of Wording* 
So that in all this time , in 1200. yeeres, wee have 
found no Sabbath : nor doe wee thinke to meet with 
any, in the times that follow ; either amongft the Schoole- 
me», or amongftthe P rote Bants , which next lhall ceme 
upon the Stage. 
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CHAP. VI. 

What is the judgement of the Schaole-men 
and of the 'Trotcttants $ and what the 
practice of thofe Churches, in 
this Lords day buflnefle. 



(*) That, tn the judgement of the Schoole-men,*/;* 
kejpwg of one day feven»> is not the morall part of the 
tsurth Commandement. (2) As alfo that, the Lords day 
is not founded on Divine Authoritie , but the Authoritie of 
the Church. (3) A Catalogue of theholydaycsdrawne 
vfsin the Councell of Lyons : and the newdo&rine of the 
Schooles , touching the naturall fan&itie of the holy cfayes, 
{4) In What eftate the Lords <hyfiood,in matter o/reftraint 
fom labour, *f the Reformation. (5) The Reformatours 
finde great fault, both With the [aid new do&rine, and re- 
firaints fom labour oh the Lords day t ( 6 ) That in the 
judgement of the Proteftant Divines, the fanttifying of one 
day in fcven,is not the morall part of the fourth Commande- 
mem. (7) As alfo that the Lords day hath no other ground 
en Which to fandythan the Authority of tht Church, (8) And 
that, the Church hath power to change the day, and to 
transferre it to fome other. (9) what, is the plaice of 
the Roman, Lutheran,W chief ely the Calvinian Churches 
on the Lords day, tn matter of devotion, reft from labour* 
And fufFerance of lawfull pleafures. ( 10) Dancing cryed 
dmne by Calvin* ^ the French Churches > not in relation 

tc 
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to the Lords day, but the fport itfelfi. (11) In What eftate 
the Lords day jiands in the Eafterne Churches : And that, 
the Saturday is obfcrved by the Ethiopians > as the Lords 
day U* 



(1) 

— are now come unto an Age* wherein the 

ftS^^p/fi Learning of the World began to make a 
l^\v^ri^8 different fliew, from what it did : to fuch 
^^^^^k/^r»L a period of time* in which was made the 
greateft alteration in the whole fabricke 
r & ^ of the Church , that ever any time could 
fpeake of. The Schoole-men, who fprung up in the begin- 
ning of the thirteenth Age , contracted Learning, which 
before was diffuled and fcattered, into fine fubtilties and 
tliftin&iotts : the Proteftants, in the beginning of the fix- 
teenth , endeavouring to deftroy thofe Buildings, which 
with fuch diligence and curiofitie had beene ere&ed by 
the Schoole.men \ though they confented well enough in 
the prefent bufineffe, fo farre as it concerned the 'mfiuution 
either of the Lords day, or the Sabbath. Of thefe, and 
what they taught, and did , in reference to the point in 
hand, wee are now to fpeake : taking along with us fuch 
other things of fpeciall note, as hapned in the Chriftian 
World , by which wee may learne any thing that con- 
ccrqes our bufineffe. And firft, beginning with the 
Schoole+men ; they tell us generally, of the Sabbath, that 
it was a Ceremonie ; and that the fourth Commande- 
tnent is of a different nature, from the other nine : That 
whereas all the other Precepts of the Decalogue, are /Im- 
ply Mora U ; the fourth, which is the third in -their -ao ' 
cqunt, is partly Morally partly Ceremonial ^Morale qui- *. *. sp. t n, 
dem quantum ad hoc , quod homo deputet aliquod tempus *" , 4«^ l * 
vita [ha, ad vacandum divinis* <&c. <c tJWorall it is, in 

M m 4 ff this 
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this regard, that men moft fet apart fome particular 
c < //Vwo for Go&s<tkbhke \ervice i it being naturail to 
* man, to deftinate particular times to particular ^adom % 
** as, for his Dinner* for his 67^/tf> and iuch other aUUnSk 
**-Sed in quantum in hoc Pracepto determinate fieciale 
^-tempus in fignum Creationis Mundi , fic efiPr&ceptum 
« {eremoniale. But in as much as that there is a day ap- 
" pointed in the Law it felfe, in token of Gods Rett, and 
" - the Worlds Creation ;* in that relpe6t, the Law is Cere* 
"-momMl* An&Cerememall too they, make itjin reference 
to the siilegorle ; our Saviours retting in the grave that 
day ; and in relation to the Analogical! meaning of it, as 
it.prefigurethour eternal! Reft in the Heaven of Glories* 
Finally, they conclude of the fourth ^Commandement, than 
it is placed in the Decalogue, in quantum-eft PrAceptnryP 
Morale, mn it quantum tjt Ceremoniale ; onely fb farre 
forth as it is Moratl, and not as Ceremonial that is, that 
w^e are bound by the fourth Commandement,todQRit\zcc 
fome time to Gods -pMihs fervicty which is fimply Mo- 
r*M\ but not the feventhda)% whibh*is plainely (Jcremo- 
nialL , ssiqmnat fo refolves it, for. all the. reft « his judges 
in 'dttu deSab' ment in this point, (if Do&or Prideaux note be true, as 
I have no reafon but to thinke fo ) being univerfally em-* 
braced, and followed by all the $c hook-men, of what Se6l 
foeyer* So that in him, wee have them all", all of them 
corilbnant in this point, to make up the harmonic ; how- 
ever diflbnant enough, in many others. But yet, that this 
confeqt may appeare tho more full ^nd pcrfe^Wee will 
takfe notice of two others, men famous in thz School e/ 9 
and eminent for the times in which they lived; Firft/ 
"Bonaventure, who lived in the fame - time with -Aquinas, 
^nddyed the fame yeercwith hinv which was "1274; 
Jem.de deem ba'kh-deter«mined thus * InteUigendum ell quod Prtcrj)* 
-i'w#m - turn iilud habet aliquid.quod eft mere morale 9 &c$ « ft; 1 
" is tab ^conceived, faith hee 5 that in the fourth Com- 
S *Hffl4fmm there* is -fomething, which is CitnptyAfora/l f 
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^'fomething againe, tharis plaindy ceremonial! ; and 
* -fomething The fanSifying of a day , .is M or all ; 
<^the fanctifying of iftvemh day, ceremoniall : reft from 

the worses of labour , being -mixt of both. Qiwd 
pracipit Dew fanUificationem, cji PractptHtn morale ! 

/« W pracepto ^liquid ceremoniale, utfguratio dietfepti- 
m&. Item conttnetnr liquid quod efipartim morale, partim 
ceremomale, ut ceffatio ab operibvu. Laftly, 71 iftatpu y BiV 
£hop of A vdair\Sp*ine, hath refolved the fame r Aliquid 
eft meo juris naturalise aliquid legalist that in the fourth i n mcod.io 
Commandement there is (bmething naturall, and fome-^.it. ' 
thing legall y that it is partly morally and partly ceremonial! . 
Natural* efiquod dttm Deum colmus^ab aliis abftif}eamus> 
&d «Morall & natmall it is,that fbrthe time Ave vvorfhip 
a God, doe abftainefrom every thing of what kind foever, 

which maychvert our thoughts from that holy ailion; 
But that we fhould defigne^ in every weeker one day unto 
that employment ; and that the wnole day bee thereto 
appointed; and that in all that day, a man fliall doe no 
manner of "bark* ' thofe things hee reckoneth there to bee 
ceremoniattV 

(2) So for the Lords day y it isthus determined by Aqui- z , % ^ m% l lTt 
nw that it depends on the authoritie of the Church, the art. 4. ad^ ' 
cuftomeand confent ofGodsfaithfull fervants; andnororl' 
any obligation laid upon us, by the fouitlr Commande-.' 
snent. T>iet Dvminic&obfeYvanti* in nova lege y face edit ob- 
fervanti* Sabbat j> Hon ex vi prtcepti legis, fid ex conftitn- 
tiott. Scclefa & confiittadme populi Chr/flfani. What ' 
fbilowerfr thereupon ? Et idsanorreft na or 51 ^prohibit io : 
*psrandi, h die Dominica, (lent indie Sabbat i . Therefore/ 
'* fakh he,the prohibition of doing no workeon the Lords 
« c day, is not fo rigorous and fevere, as nponrthe Sabbath : 
"many things being Kcenfed orr the r ohe, which w*ere for- 
"-bidderronthe otner : as dreffing meat,and others ofthac 
kthd&and haturd* Artdrfot .fo onely, but h^egives us a 
d*fpet^atur fml'mh wv&legc 7 an.eafier hope of difpen- J 
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fation under the (jofhel, in cafe upon neceffitie, wee med- 
dle with prohibitea labours; than poffibly could have 
been gotten under the Law. The MVtToftatfis tells us, 
though in different words : fave that he doth extend the 
prohibition, as well to all the fea(ls of the Old Teftament, 
as all the holy day a of the new ; and neither to the Sab- 
Xn l xdd iQ t bath, nor the Lords day onely. In vet eri lege major futt 
/jy.fj. Jiridio in obfervatsonefejlorum, (]Ham in nova lege. How 

(o ? In omnibtu enim feftivitatibus noflris quant acunquc 
r fiHt,&c. « Becaufc, faith hee, in all our Feftivals how 
« great foever, whether they bee the Lords days, or the 
« Feafts of Eafte r, or any of the higher rarike, it is per- 
« mitted to dreffe meate, and to kindle fire, Sec. As for 
the grounds whereon they flood, he makes this difference 
betweenethem: that the feftes Sabbath had its warrant, 
from divine Commandement ; but that the Lords day , 
though it came in the place thereof, is founded onely on 
tn&iath%*. ecclefiafticall conftitution. Colebatur Sabbat urn ex man- 
q*.i& dato Dei, cujtu loco fuccejfit dies Dominica, &tamen ma- 
nifeftum eft> quod obfervatio diet dominie* , non eft de jure 
divinoy fed dejure humano Canovico. « The Sabbath was 
« obferved, faith he, by the Lords Commandement, into 
'< the place whereof the Lords day fucceeded : yet not- 
H withftanding it is manifeft that the obferving of the 
u Lords day is not inftituted by the Law of God, but the 
* Canon Law, or Conftitution of the Church. This i& 
plaine enough,and this he proves,becanfe the Church hath 
ftill a power mutare ilium dicm> vel totaliter to It ere, either 
to change the day, or take it utterly atoay, and to difpenfe 
touching the keeping of the fame: which poffibly it neither 
could, nor ought to doe, were the Lords day of any other 
mftitution, than the Churches onely . They onely have the 
power to repealea Law, which had power to make it. 
Qui habet infittutionem, habet deftitutionem, as is the Bi- 
fhops plea in a Quart Impedit. As for the firft of thefe 
two powers, that by the Church the day may be transfer- 
red^ 
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rtd>and abrogated; Suarczhzth thus diftinguiftied in it; 
verum id effe ab folate y mnprallice : that is, as! conceive 
his meaning,that &ch a power is abfolntely in the Church ; 
though not convenient now to be put in pra&ife. Accorl 
ding unto that ot'S+Pattl, which probably was the ground 
of the diftin&on, *All things are lawfu/lfor mec, but all 
things are not expedient \ This is the generall tendry of 
the Roman Schooles, that which is publickly avowed, and 
made good amongft them. And howfoever Petrm de 
Anchorapa> and Nicholas Abbat of Palerm$ y two learned 
Canonifts ; as alfo tAngelus de Qlavafio^ and Stlvefler ds 
Prierate, two as learned Cafeifts ; leeme to defend the 
iaftitution of the Lords day w have its ground and warrant 
on divine authorities yet did the generall current of the 
Schooles, and of the Canonifts alfo, runnexhe other way. 
And in that current ftill it holds, the Jefuttes and moft 
learned men in the Church of/Rome, following the ge- 
nerall and received opinion #f the Schoolemen : whereof 
fee "Beliarm* de cultu San£t/u 5. c. II . Sfttus in 3. Sent . dift* 
ly. SeEl 13. but (pecially ItyiusAnhis foflitut. * Moral, 
part. 2. cap. 2. who gives us an whole Catalogue of 
them, which hold the Lords day to bee founded onely on 
the.authoritie of the Church. Touching the other power, 
the power of dtfpenfatio* , there is not any thing more 
certaine, than that the Church both may and do:h di- 
fpenfe with fucb> as have therein offended againft her 
Canons. The Canons in themfelves doe profefle as much ; 
there being many- cafes rejervutty as before wee hffi 
expreffed particularly in thofc' Lawes and Co»fttu!/$w> 
which have beene made about the keeping of this Day, 
and the other Fefttvals ; wherein a difpeniatjon lyeth, 
if wee difobey them* Many of theie wee fpec^fied in 
the former Ages ; and fome occurre in.thefe whereof 
now wee write. It pieafed Pope Cjreeory the ninth, Anno Dtomaix 
1228. to inhibit all contentions fuiteson the Lords day tu.de fehi*^ 
and the other Fcftivals ; and to inhibit them fo*farre,f«p«7. 

that\ 
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thatjudgementgivencnanyof them* fhould be counted 
void ; etiam conjentientibus pa rtiku although both parties 
were, contenting, Yetwas'it with this claufe, or referva-. 
tion; mfivel ncccjfitas urgeat*vel pietas fuadeat ; unlefle 
neceflitie enforced, or pietie pertwaded> that it fliould be 
done. So in a Synod holden in VaUadolit [apnd. valient 
emit. Sabmnf.OUtt] in theparts,of Spaine Anne »i?2 2. a.generallre- 
dc fzmu ftraant was ratihed,that had beene formerly in torce ; qwd 
niiflHs in diebus Dominicis & Feftivis^agros colere andeai* 
ant mamiaiia, artificia ex ere ere prafumat ; tc that none 
« fhould henceforth follow Husbandry, or exercife him- 
« felfein Mechanic^ Trades upon the L^r^^j, or the 
<c other holy dayes ; . Yet was it with the fame Provifo ; nifi 
urgente necejfitate y vel evidentts pietatis caufa ; unleffe up- 
on neceflkie, orapparant pietie or charitie : in each of 
which, hee might have licence from the Prieft >hi&owne 
Partfi-Priefly to attend his bufinefTe. Where ftill obferve, 
that the reftraint was no leffe peremptorie on the other 
holy dayes, than on the Lords day. 

( 3 ) , Thefe holy dayes,as they were named particularly 
in Pope (jregories Decretall; io was a perfect lift made 
%w7i\™ci. ofthemin theSynodof Lyons* Anno 1244. which being 
mjma>i* celebrated with a great concourfe of people, from all 
parts of Chrifiendome, the fanoni and Decrees thereof, 
beganne forthwith to finde a generall admittance. The 
holy dayes allowed of there, were theie that follow, vi\. 
the feaft of Chrifis Nativity r Saiat Stephen s. Ioh>. the E- 
vangeiift, the Innocents* S.Silvefler* the Circumnj of 
our Lord, the Epiphanie , Eafter , together *vith rhe 
weeke precedent, and the weeke fueceeding the^hree 
dayes in Rogation weeke, the day of ihrijis Ajtmmn^ ^ 
whitfaday* with the two day^s after, S./chnihe 3ap- 
tift,the Feaftsofall the mdvtApoftles* alltheFefiiwies 
of our Lady, S. Lawrence, all the Lords dayes in the yeere* 
S. tJWichad the e/trcbangell, *A R Saints x S. MarH-.-n-thc. 
mtkes or Dedication of particular Churches, together 

with 
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with the Fearts of fuch ?*/>fW/ or Saints , which 
fome particular people had beene pleafed to honour, vvjth 
a day particular amongft them%lves. On thele,and every 
one of them, the people were reftrained , as before was 
faid, from many feverall kindes of frorke, oirpaine of Ec^ 
tlefizftica/l Gen fares to be layd on them which did offend , 
unlefle,oiT fome emergent caufes , either of charitie or> 
ncceffitie, they were difpenfed with for ib doing. In other 
of the Feftivals, which had not yet attained to fo great 
an height, the Councell thought not fit, perhaps by realbn 
of their numbers , that men rtiould be reftrained from 
labour ; as neither that they fhould bee encouraged to* 
it, but left them to themfelves, to beftow thofe times , 
as might ttand bell with their affaires, and the Com- 
mon-wealth.. For- lb the Synod did determine , Rett- 
quis feftivitatibw qn&fer annum font j non effe plebem 
cogendam adferiandnmyfed nec prohibendam* And in this 
ftare things flood a long time together* there being none 
that profer'd oppofition, in reference to thefe reftraints 
from labour on the greater Feftivalls y though fome 
there were , that thought the Feftivals too many , on 
which thofe burden of reftraints had unadvilcdly beene 
impofed on the common people. Nicholas de Ckmmgi/^ 
complained much as of fome other abufes in the Church, 
lb of the multitude of holy dayes , which had of Lite * 
times beene brought into it. And Pet. de ^Aliaco Car- A uofph c & 
dinall of Cambraj, in a difcourfe by him exhibited to de feflXfoffi^ 
the Councell of Conftance, made publicke fuitc unto the 
Fathers there aflfembled, that there might be a flop in that 
kind, hereafter : as alfo that excepting S//?r^*j*j and the 
greater Feftivals y Licerct eyerari pojt andh um officium > . , 
it might bee lawfull for the people, after the end of 
Divine Service, to attend their birfinefles : the poore e-» 
fpecially, as having little time enough on the working, 
dayes, Advitt, neceffaria procuranda y to get their livings. 
But thefc were- onely the expreflions of well-witTiing" 
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men. The Popes were otherwife refolvcd, and did not 
onely keepe the holy dayes, which they found eftablifti- 
ed, in the fame ftate in whij^i they found them; but ad- 
ded others daily, as they law occafion. At laft it came 
unto that pafle, by reaibn of that rigorous and exa& 
lundeofreft, which by the Canon Law had beene faft-* 
ned on them ; that both the Lords day* and the other Fe- 
ftivals , were accounted holy, not in relation to the ufe 
made of them, or to the holy adtions done on rhem, in 
the honour of God : but in and of themfelves confidered, 
they were avowed to bee verealiu fanftiores y truely and 
properly invefted with a greater fan&itie than the other 
dayes. Yea fofarre did they goeat laft, that it is pub- 
BctldYm.de culiu licfcly maintained in the Sch&olts of Romf, NonfnbUtam 
5. /. 3 . c. i o. e jj e ^ y ec i wMatam tamum \jn novo Te (lament d] fignificatU 
onem dr difcretionem dierum : that the difference of dayes 
and times, and the myfterious fignifications of the fame, 
which had before beene ufedin the left ift Church; was 
not aboliftied , but onely changed in the Church of 
Chrift. ty4quino6 did firftleade this Dance, in fitting e- 
very Ugall FeftivaH, with fome that were obfervedin the 
Chriftian Church ; laying this ground, that ours fuccee- 
ded in the place of theirs. Sabbttum mutatur in diemDc- 
i .i*. qu. 103. tntmcum \fimiliter ahu folenvitatibus veteris legis nova fo- 
Aruyaa 4. Unnitates fucceduvt ; « The Sabbath was tranflated into 
st the Lords day, accordingly to other the folemnities of 
" the old Law, there fucceeded new ; as his words there 
are. Upon which ground of his, the doftrinesnowre- 
membredwere, no queftion,raifed : and howfoever other 
men might think all dayes alike in themfelves considered; 
et thote of Rome ,will have fome holier than the reft,even 
y a naturall and inherent holineffo 

^4) And in this ftate things flood, both for the Do- 
dixine and the pra&ice, untill fuch time as men beganne to 
looke into the errours and abufes in the Church of Rome, 
with a more ferious eye than before they did : the 
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being no leffe nice, in the point of prafticc ; than 
were the Schoole-men, and the reft, exorbitant , in point 
of Dottrine. Whofe niceties, eipecially in matter of re- 
ftraint, wee have mod folly reprefented to us by Toft a- inExoi u. 
tm : one, that had runne thorow all the parts of Learning 
at that time on foot ; and was as well ftudied in the 
Canon, as in the Schooled He then detcrmineth of it thus : 
Itinerandopro mgotiis peccatnm ejji mort*lf, x$>s. Hce that 2 U 
doth travaile on the holy dayes ( for in that general! name 
the Lords day > and the other -Feftivals, are comprehen- 
ded ) about worldly bufineffe, commits mortatt time ; a? 
alio if he Trade or 1 raffick in the place,w herein he liveth. 
But this hath two ^xCdptions , or reiervations : Firft, if 
the bufineffe by him done, bee but fmall and light, 
Qu* quietem Sabbat inon imptdmnty fuch as are no great 
hindrance to the Sabbaths reft, and fecondly, Ntfihccfn 
in caufapia, unleffe it were on fome devout and pious: 
purpofe. To reade unco, or teach a man 5 to deale in acti- 
ons of the Law, or determine fuires, or to caft accounts :2vmsv 
Si quis doceret ut lucretur, if it be done for hire,or for pre- 
fent gainc, becomeferyileworkes, and are forbidden^ 
Otherwye,ifonedo^ic^r^i>*» If a Mufitian waite up^ 
on a Genckmani to necreate his minde with Muficke, and 27, 
that they are agreed on a certaine wages ; or that hee bee 
hired onely for a pefent turner hee finnes, in cafe hee 
play, or fmg unto nim on the holy dayes : but not if his 
reward be doubtful^ ; and depends onely upon the boun- 
tie of the aatxiesywho enjoy liisMufidke. A: Cooke which 
on the holy dayesM hired Wtftake a feaft,or to dreffe a dm- 
ner ; doth commirmortall finne : fed non prototo mevfe ant 
anno, but not if he be hired by the month, or by the yeercv 
Meat may bedreffed upon the Lords* day&r theother hoh ? 9. 
dares 1 but to j waBi difhes on thofe dayes , was efteemed 
ttnlawfull ; Et differri in diem alteraw y and was to be de- 
ferred till another d^y*' 'Lawyers, that doe their Clients 
bufineffe for their wonted fee, were not to draw their gu. jjw 
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Bills, or frame their anfwerS, or perufe their Evidences on 
the holy dajes : Seem fi caufam agerent fro mifcrabiltbtu 
perfonUy&c. But it was otherwifcj i f they dealt for poore 
indigent people, fuch as did fue in forma Pauperis, as wee 
call it ; or in the caufes of a Church* or HofpitalUn which 
the Popes had pleafed to grant a difpenlation. A man that 
34* travelled on the holy dayes, to any fpeciail Jhrirte or Sawt, 
did commit no fmne, Si ant em tn redeundo, peccatum eft 
mortale ; but if he did the like in his comming backe, hee 
then finned mortally. In any place where formerly it had 
§u. jf. been the cuftome, neither to draw water nor to fweepe the 
houfe, but to have thofe things ready on the day before ; 
theculiome was to bee obferved ; where no (uch cuftome 
is,there they may be done. Anions of long continuance,if 
they were delightfull, as if one played three or foure 
houres together on a Muficall Inftrument ; were not un- 
lavvfull on the holy dayes : yet poflibly they might be fin- 
Jg». 3 full, Vt fi qui* hoc ageret ex lafcivia,&s if one played only 

out of wantonnefle, or otherwife were fo intent upon his 
Muficke, that hee went not to tJMafft. Artificers which 
worke on the holy dayes for their owne profit onely .are in 
mortall finne ; unlefie the worke be very fmall, Qma mo^ 
dicttm ttonfacit folennitatcm dijfolui , becaufea little thing 
difhonours not the Feftivall : De minimis non curat lex* 
as our faying is. Contrary Bunkers* Vintners, 'Baker s> 
Coftermongers, finned not in felling their commodities; 
becaule more profit doth redound to the Common-wealth, 
which cannot be without fuch commodities?, than to them 
that fell ; yet this extended not to 'Drapers, Shoomakers, 
or the like, becaufe there is not fuchaprefent neceffitie 
for new clothes,as meat. Yet where the cuftome was,that 
'Butchers did not fell on the holy dayes, but fpecially not 
upon the Lords day ; that commendable cuftome was 
to be obferved; though in thofe places alfo, it was per- 
mitted to the Butcher, that on thofe dayes, at fbme con- 
venient times thereof* hee might make ready what was 

to 
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to bee fold on the morrow after, as kill and skinne bis 
beftiall which were fit for fale ; in cafe- hee could not doe 
it with fo much convenience* [non it a congYue] at ano- 
ther time. To write out or tranfcrihe a Booke, though Qt< 37, 
for a mans owne private ufe, was efteemed unlawfully 
except it were exceeding fmall; becaufe this put no dif- 
ference betweene the holy dayes, and the other: yet was 
it not unlawfull neither, in cafe the Argument were 
fpirituall ; nor for a Preacher to write out his Sermons, or 
for a Stndsnt to provide his Lett are for the day following. 
WirAmih were fuffered to bee ufed on the holy dayes, not ®> tt % * 
Water mils : becaufe the firft required lefle labour and ' * 
attendance, than the other did. This is the reafon in 
Toftattu, though I can fee no reafon in it ; the paflage of 
the water being once let runne, being of more certaintie 
and continuance , than the changeable blowing of the 
winde. But to proceed, Terry-me n were not to trans- 
port fuch men, in their Boates or Wherries, as did begin J? 
their journey on an holy day ; unlefle they went to Majfe* 
or on fiich occafions : but fuch as had begunne their 
journey, and now were in purfuit thereof, might bee fer- 
ried over ; Qjria forte carebunt viBpt* becaufe they may 
perhaps want victuals, if they doe not paffe. To repair e Stj.^il 
Churches on the Lords day, and the other holy dayes, was 
accounted lavvfull; in cafe the Workemendid it gratis, 
and that the Church were poore, not able to hire Worke- 
men on the other dayes : not if the Church were rich, 
and in cafe to doe it. So alfo to build Bridges, repaire 4^.4*, 
the Walls of Townes and Caftles, or other publicke edi- 
fices, on thofe dayes, was not held unlawful! 5 -Si inflent 
koftejyin cafe the enemy btee, at hand : though other- 
wife not to bee done, where no danger was* Thefe are 
the fpeciall points obferved and puolifhed by To/tatus* 
And jhefe I have the rather exa&ly noted, partly that 
^eA.ajay iee jn whaf eftate theL<?r^j ^^ and thq other 
holy days;, were in the Church of Rome* what time the 
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reformation of Religion wasfirft fet on foot : but princi- 
pally to let othei s tee, how neere they come in their new 
fancies and devifes, unco the nicities of thofe men whom 
they moft abhorre* 

( 5 ) Thus flood it, as before I faid, both for the Dc- 
ttrine and the pratt ice, till men began to looke into the 
errours and abufes in the Roman Church, with a more fe- 
rious eye than before they did : and at firft fight, they 
found what little pleafed them, in this particular. Their 
do&rine pleafed them not, in making one day holier 
than another ; not onely in relation to the ufe made of 
them, but to a naturall and inherent holineffe, wherewith 
they thought they were inverted. Nor did their prallice 
pleaie much more, in that they had impofed 16 many bur- 
dens of rtftraint, upon the confidences of Gods people ; 
and thereby made that day a punishment, which was in- 
tended for the eafe of the labouring man. Againft the 
dn&rine of thefe men, and the whole practice of thac 
Church, ^tew declares himfelfe in his Booke of Inftttn- 

4 Mtf. 3 4. t tens ; And therewith taxet h thofe of Ro me, Qui Judaic <$ 
opinione populum fnperioribus fecalis imbtterHnt, who in the 
€f times before poflelfed the poplesmindes with lb much 
" ladmfmei that they had changed the day indeed, as in 
" dishonour of the lew, but ocherwife retained the former 
u farkftitie thereof; which needes muft bee, faith hee, if 
■« there remaine with us, (as the Papifts taught) the fame 
« opinion of the myftcries and various fignifications of 
if dayes and times, which the letyesoncQ had. And cer- 
<f tainely, faith hee, wee fee what dangerous effe&s have 
'^followed, on fofallea do&rine : thofe which adhere 
" to their lrtftriKiftons, having exceedingly out-gone the 
Imes* Crafia carnalicjue Sabbatifmi (uperfiitiQnjt , in 
« their gro&arad car nail fuperflitions about the SM*th. 

:*.Jpoc. i.vjo *Bc\a hisScheller and *^fcates> fings the fejfe-fime Song > 
thatliovvfoeVerthe affemblies of the Lords day Were of 
JiptfliUcM and divi .e tradition : Sic tamn nt Judaic* 
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cejfatio ab omni cpere non obfcrvarctur, quoin am hoc plane 
fuijfetjudaifmum *on abolcrc y fcd t ant urn, quod ad dtem at- 
tinct,immutare\ « yet fo that there was no cefl&tion from 
« worke, required, as was obferved among the Iewes. 
« For that, faith hee, had not fo much abolifhed Iudaifmc* 
" as put it off and changed it to another day. And then he 
cc addes,that this ceflation was firft brought in by Conftan- 
'< tine, and afterwards confirmed wirh more and more re- 
€i ftraints, by the following Emperours : by meanes of 
« which it came to pafle,that that which firft was done for 
(i a good intent, vi'tj that men being free, from their 
« worldly bufineffes^might vvholely give themfelves to 
u hearing of the Word of God ; In merum Iiidatfmunu 
ft degenerarit, degenerated at the laft, into downe-right 
ludttfme. So for the Lutheran Churches, (^hemmttus 
challengeth the Romtnifts of fuperftition, JQu*fi Domini- 
c* dici & reliquU d'ubus f eft is, per fe^peculiaris qu&dam 
infit fanttitas, becaufe they taught the people that the 
^/y^w, confideredonelyin themfelves had a native 
Santlitie. And howfoever for his part hee thinke it re- 
quilite > that men ftiould bee reftrained from all liich 
workes,as may bee any hindrance unto the fan&ifying of 
the Day : yet hee accounts it but a part of the leveifi 
leaven ; Nimis fcrupulofe diebus feflis prohibere operas ex* 
iernas^M vel quando&on impediunt publicum mintftertum; 
" fo fcrupuloufly to prohibit fach externall Anions which 
" are at all no hindrance to Gods publicke fervice. 
Sucer goes further yet, and doth not onely call it a inWun* 
fuperfition, but an apoftafie from C h r i s t, to thinke 
that working on the Lords day, in it felfe confidered, is 
a finnefilll thing. Si exiftimetur operariin eo die, perfe, 
effe peccatunu, fuperftitio, & gratia Chrifti, quiab de- 
mentis mundi nos [uo [anguine liber avit, negatto eft ; as 
his owne words are. « Thenaddes, that hee did very 
fff well approve of the Lords day meetings, Si eximatur I 
£C cordibus hominum opinio neceffitatis, it men were once 
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« difpoflfefled of thefe opinions,that the day was necefl'ary 
« to be kept ; that it was holier, in it felfe, than the other 
dayes ; and that to worke upon that day, ink felfe, was 
finfulL Laftly, the Churches of the Swit^ers profeflein 
their Confeffion, that in the keeping of the Lords day ,they 
give not the leaft hint to any fewijh fuperftitions. T^jque 
V/. tit er) ttn alteram diem altera fanttiorem efie credimtu, mc oti- 
vwDeo, perfe, probari exiftimamw* <f For neither, (as 
"■they faid) doe we conceive one day to be more holy than 
< c another ; or thinke that reft from labour,in it felfe confi- 
« dered, is any way pleafing unto God. By which wee 
plainely may perceive, what is the judgement of Proti- 
ftam Churches in the prefent point. 

( 6 ) Indeed it is not to bee thought, that they could 
otherwife refolve and determine of it, confidenng what 
their doctrine is of the day it felfe ; how different they 
make it from a Sabbath day : which doftrine ti?at wee 
may perceive with the greater eafe, wee wjll confider it 
in three proportions, in which moft agree : 1, That the 
keeping holy one day of ' fmn> U not 4 he M or all part of the 
fourth Commandement ^or to be reckoned as apart of the Law 
of Nature : That the Lords day is not founded on Divine 
Cotnmandcment, but oncly 6n the authoritie of the Church \ 
and %> That the Church hath fill author hie to change the 
day, and to transferre it to fame other* Firft for the firft, it 
feemes that feme of confidering the reftraints be- 
fore remembred, and the new do&rine^ thence anting* 
» about the naturall and inherent holineffe which one day 

had above another ; had altered whar was formerly de- 
livered amongft the Schoolemen : and made the keeping 
of o? t e day, in fe ven, to bee the M or all part of the fourth 
m(tu,l i a ;,8.' Commandement. This Calvin chargeth them vvithall, 
1 1 9 34, that they had taught the people in the former times, that 
whatfoever was ceremoniall in the fourth Commande- 
ment, which was the keeping of the Ictyesfiventh day, 
had'beene long face abrogated.: Remanere vero quod mo- 
' rale* 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



Part. 2. the Sabbath* Chap. 6, igj 

rait efi, nempe unius diet obfervatiomm in hebdomad** but 
« that the morall part thereof, which was the keeping of 
« oneday in feven, did continue Ml. With what cite is 
< c it, as before was laid, then in difbonourof the /eUw, 

to change the day; and to affixe as great a (an&itie 
« thereunto, as the letoes ever did. As for his owne 
part hee profeffeth, that howfoever hee approved of the 
JLords day meetings , Non tamen tmmerum fiptenariimta 
ita fi morarij at ejus fervituti eccleftas afiringeret ; yet 
* flood not hee fo much for the number of [even* as to 
« confine the Church unto it. If Calvin elfe-where be of 
another minde, and fpeake of keeping holy one day in 
feven l as a matter neceflary ; (which feme fay hee doth : ) 
either they muft accufe him of mich inconrtancie, and for- 
getfulnefle ; or elfe interpret him, with Ryve t , as {peaking m d^%. 
of an ecclefiafiicail caftome, not to be negle&ed ; non de »c- 
ce (fit ate legk dwint, and not of any obligation layed upon 
us by the Law of God. Neither is hee the onely one that 
hath lb determined. Simler hath laid it more expreflely; 
Quod dies ma cnltm divino confecretwr* ex lege natura efi \ \ n EXQ ^ t . Ci 
qnodantem hac fit feptimd 3 non ollava,nona>Mt decima, ju- 
ris eftdivini, fed ceremonials : « That one day lliould be 
« let apart for Gods publike worlhip,is the Law of nature; 
« but that this day Ihould bee the fcventh, and not the 
« eighth, ninth, or tenth, was of divine appointment, but 
as ceremonial!. Cretin* alio in his Common places* diftin- 
guilhed betweenethe fub fiance of the Sabbath, and the 
«• time thereof : thcfubflarfce)of it, which was reft, and 
" the workes of piet ie> being in all times to continue ; tem- 
cc pm autew,ut feptimo die obfervetUTy hoc non f Hit necefiarl- 

nm tn ecclefta Cfaifthbvx. for the time, to keepe it on the 
« [event h d*y alwaies,that was not neceflary in rhzChurch 
«« ofChrsfi. So alfo Franctfu(jomarHSy that great _ under- 
taker againft A r minim, in a Booke written purpolely, De 
ong ine & injtitHtiont Sabbat i, affirmes for certaine, that k 
can neither be made good by the Law of^atHre, or Text 
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of Script nre, or any folid argument drawncfrom thence, 
Vnum e feptem dtebm €V vt pracepti cjaarti ad cultum Dei 
xecetfario obfrvandum, that by> the fourth Commands 
menc, one day inteven, is of neceffide to be dedicated to 
Gods fervice* And ^ywr , as : profcft an enemie of the 
In tmd. io* man ft rants, though for the antiquicie of the Sabbat h,hz 
£•1^. difrereth fronuhe faid gomarus ; yet hee agreeth with 
him in this : not onely making the abtervance of one 
day in feven, to bee meerely pojitive, as in our firft part 
wee obferved.; but layes it dovvne for. the received opi- 
nion of moft-of the "Es formed Divines* Vnum ex Jeptem 
diebusj mn ejfe necejfario eligendum,tx vi pr&cepti, ad fa- 
cros convent us celebrandos ; the very-feme wifh what Cjc- 
marus affirmed before. So laftly for the Lutheran Ghur*> 
thes^Chemmt. us makes it part of our Chriftim hktrty* quod 
wecfint attig/iti nec debeant alligari ad certorurn-> vel d'ti* 
ruYn^veltemporurruobJervathones, opimone necejfitatis, in 
Novo Tefiamemo, &c. « That men are neither bound* 
nor ought to bee, unto- the .obfervation of any 
** dayes, or times, as matters nectary* under thzsjofyel 
sc of our Saviour : though other wife he account it for a bar- 
« barous folly, not to obferve that day with all due folem- 
» nitie, which hath for. fo long time becne kept by the 
u Church of God. Therefore in his opinion alio, the keep- 
ing of one day in {even, is neither any .morall part of the 
fourth Commandementj or parcell of the Law of Nature. 
A$ for the fubtill ftiift of Amefius findingjthat keeping ho*- 
ly>6f one day itijeven, is pojitive indeed, Sed tmrnutabilis 
plane. inft it utionis, but filch a pojitive Lav? as is ablblutely 
itamutables and doth as much oblige, asthofe which in 
themfelves arfc plainely naturall and morall: it may then 
ferve ; when there is nothing elfe to helpns . For that a poji- 
tive law fhould be immutable in it felfe ; and in its own na- 
ture, be as univerfally binding, as the morall law Y is fuch a 
piece ofleaming,andofcontradi&ion,as never was put up 
m fhewa iathefe latter times. But he had kajrnt his lirry ijs 
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England, here ; and durft not broach it but by halves, 
amongft the Hollanders. 

(7) For the next Thefisfkint the b*ris day is mt founded 
on divine Contmindemcnt > but the authority of the Church : 
it is a point fb univerfally refolved on, as no one thing 
more : And firft we will begin with Calvin, who tels us 
how it was not without good reafan, that thofe of old, ap- 
pointed the LorcMay, as we call it, to fupply the place of 
the Jefrjp) Sabbath* Non fine dele£tu,Domimcum> quern vc- i^ltnui 1 c$. 
camus diem, veteres in locum Sabbat i fubrogar mt , as his & 
words there are. yVherenone, I hope, wilkhinke, that 
he would give our Saviour Chnft, or his Apoftles, fucha 
fhort come off, as to include them in the name of feteres, 
only : which makes it plaine,that he conceived it not to be 
their appointment. 'Bucer refolves the point morecleerty, ln f ■ , 
Commmi Chrifiianorum confenfu Domtmcum diem publtck 
Xcclefit conventibus ac requieti public*, dicatum ejfe, ipfo 
ftatim Apoftolorum tempore : vt\. <c That in the Apoftles 
« times, the Lords day by the common confent of Chriftian 
*< people, was dedicated unco publike reft, and the aflem- in Gen. *. 
blies of the Church .And Pcte#M#rtyr>xvp6n aqueftion as- 
ked, why the old fevsnth day was not kept in the Chriftian 
Church ; makes anfwer, That upon that day,and on all the 
reft,we ought to reft from our own works,the works of fin, 
Sed quod is mtgis qium Hie, eligaturad externum Dei cul- 
tumJtberumfuit Ecclefiaper £hriftum,ut id confuletet quod % 
ex re magisjudicaret : nec ilia pejfime judicavity&c. « That 
(€ this was rather chofethan that,for Gods publike fervice, 
'< that, faith he, Chrift left totally unto the liberty of the 
« Chureh,to do therein what fhould feeme moft expedient; 
« and that the Church did very well in that fhe did prefer 

the memory of the refnrretiion, before the memory of 
« the creation. Thefe two I have the rather thus joy ned 
together, as being fent for into England in King Edwards 
time, and placed by the Protettour in our Univerfities, 
xhebetter tdfcftabliflh reformMion&t that time begun : and 
* Nn 4 doubt 
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doubt we not, but that they taught the felf-fame Do^rinc 
(if at the leaft they touched at all upon that point ) with 
that now extant in their writings : At thelame time with 
them lived Bullinger, and g**tter, two great learned men. 
Of thcfe, the firft informes ns, Hnnc diem, loco Sabbatt y in 
memoriam refnrgentu Domini delegijfe fibi Ecclefiod, that 
« in memoriall of our Saviours Rejurrcttion, the Churches 
«' let apart this day, in the Sabbaths fte«d,whereon to hold 
" their folemne and religious meetings. And after, Span* 
te recepermt Ecclefnt tllam diemfion legimm earn nllibi pra- 
ctptaw, « that of their owne accord, and by their owne 
f » auchoritie, the Church made choice thereof for the ufe 
" aforefaid ; it being no where to bee found, that it was 
An M . " commanded, falter, more generally that the Chrifti- 
tlh ' ' ' *»' firft aflembled on the Sabbath day, as being then moft 
famous, and fo moftirmfe : but when the Churches were 
augmented,/ 7 ™*/^/ aSabbatodies 9 rebus [act is deftinatus t 
the next day after the Sabbath was defigned to thole ho- 
ly ufes. If not before, then certainely not fo commanded 
by our Saviour Chrift : and if : defigned onely, then not en* 
jfpt, 2.10, joyned by the Apo files. Yea *Be\a though herein he differ - 
from his Mafter, Calvin ; and makes the Lords day mee- 
tings, esfpofto/icd & vet a divin* tradtttonis, to bee in- 
deed of ApoftolicaU and divine tradition ; yet being a tra- 
dition onely, although ApoftolicaU, it is no commandement. 
, _ i And more than that, he tels us in another place, that from 
*s» Sa j nt p ^ ppeaching.at Trots, and from the Text, i Cc- 
rinth. 16.2. Non inept e eoBigi, it may be gathered not un- 
fitly, that then the Christians were accuftemed tomeete 
that day; the ceremony oftht left ijh Sabbath, beginning 
by degrees, to vanilb. But fure the cuftomt of the people 
makes no divine traditions \ and fueh conclufions, as not 
unfitly may bee gathered from the Text, are not Text it 
felfe. Others there be, who attribute the changing of the 
day, to the Apoftles ; not to their Precept, but their pra- 
tot**/, fticc, £q Mercer, Appfloli in Dmifiw^panvertcrunt, 
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t\it Apofies changed the Sabbath to the Lords day. Pa- 
rtus attributes the fame, Apoftolic* Ecclefl* , unto the 
AptfaUcall Church, or Church in the Apoftlcs time : Quo. 
modo autcm fatta Jit hue tnutatio in SacrU Literis cxpref> 
fum nonhabemus ; « but how, by what authoritie fuch a 
cfc<**£* was made, is not delivered (as hee confefleth) 
* in the Scripture* And lohn Cucklinus, though hee call u Tbcfil/.p^^, 
it confuctudinctfiL Apoftolicanu , ^Apoftolicatl cuflome ; 
yet hee is peremptorie , that the Apoftlcs gave no fuch 
Commandement : Apofiolos Praceptum reltquijfe,conftantcr 
negamus. So Smltr caHs it onely, confuctudincm tem-OeFefiaCkr m 
pore Apoftolorum receptam , a cuflome taken up in the^' 
Apoftlcs time. And fo Hoftrinian : « Although, laith hee, 
« it be apparant, that the Lords day was celebrated in the 
« place of the few tjh Sabbath , even in the times of the 
c * Apoftlcs ; l^on mveniturtamen vel Apojlolosy'ucl alios, 
cc Lege aliqua & Pracepto, obfervationcm ejus injiituifle : 
« yet jfinde we not, that either they, or any other, did in-< 
« ftitute the keeping pf the lame, by any Law or Precept, 
« but left it free. Thus Zanchius : T^u/Hfo legimus ln$#r*ccft* 
Apoftolos 3 &c. t( Wee doe not read, laith hee, that the 
" Apo files commanded any to obferve this day : wee 
« onely read, what they and others did upon it j Lite- 
i{ rum ergo reliquerunt : which is an argument,that they 

left it to the C hurc he s power. To thofe, addc Vrfin lnCa\ub.Tdt«u 
in his expofition on the fourth Commandcment ; Liberum 
Ecclefia rcliquit ^Uos dies cligcre, that it was left »nto the 
Church, to make choice of any day ; and that the Church 
made choice of this, in honour of our Saviours Refurretti^ 
on :■ And (o Arctius in his Common Places r Chrifiiani in 
Dominicum tranftulerum \ that by the Chriftian people, 
the Sabbath was tranflated to the Lords day. Gomarus> 
and Ryvetyin the Tra&s before remembred, have determi- 
ned further, vi\. That in the choofing of this^y, the 
Church did exercife as well her Wtfedome, ay her Free* 
4mc : her Freedom* , being not obliged unto any day, by 

the 
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the Law of God : her fVifdome* 2v e major i mutatibne fu- 
dxos offender et ; that by fo fmall an alteration, fliee might 
the lefle offend the I ewes* who were then confiderable. 
As for the Lutheran Divines ; it is affirmed by Do£ior 
"Sound , That for the mo ft part they afcribe too much unto 
"the liber tie of the Church* in pointing day es for the affem- 
bly of the people : which is plaine confeffion. But for 
particulars; e Brentiw*asDo£torPrideau^tdls us, calls 
it Civilem Jnftitutionem, a Civtll Institution* and no Com* 
mandemem of the Go/pel : Which is no more indeed, than 
what is elfewhere (aid by Calvin , when hee accounts no 
ctherwife thereof, than, ut remedmm retinendo ordini ne- 
cefjarium, as a fit way to retaine order in the fflureh. And 
fure I zm>Chemmtipu tells us,that the Apoftles did not igi- 
pofe the keeping of this daj>zs neceffarie, upon the Gonlci- 
ences of Gods people, by any Law or Precept whatfcever : 
fed liber a f nit obfervatio or dinis gratia ; but that for orders 
fake, it had beene voluntarily ufed amongft them, of their 
owne accord. 

($) Thus have wee prooved, that by the Do&rineaf 
the Proteftants* of what fide foever , and thofe of grea- 
teft credit in their feverall Churches ; eighteene by name, 
and all the Lutherans in generall,of the fame opinion; 
That the Lords day is of no other institution* than the 
*Authoritie of the Church. Which prooved, the laft of 
the three Thefts* That /till the £hurch hath power to 
change the day * and to transferre it to fome others Will 
follow of it felfe, on the former grounds : the Proteflarst 
Dodtors before remembred, in faying that the Church 
did inftitutethe Lords daj y as wee fee they doe; con- 
feffing tacitely , that ftill the Church hath power to 
change it. Nor doe they tacitely confefle it, as if they 
were afraid to fjpeake it out : but fome of them in plaine 
tearmes afSrme it, as a certaine truth. Zuinglim* the fir ft 
reformer of the Strikers* hath relblved it fo, in his Dif- 
courfc againft one Valentine qenttlU* a npw Armn Here- 
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tike. Audi mi Valentine, quibpu modi* & rationibw, Sab- Tm x fA ^ . 
batum Ceremoniale reddatur : « Hark«n now, Valentine, ' * 

« by yvhat-wayes and meanes the Sabbath may be made a 
" Ceremonte : if either wee obferve that day which the 
« J<?»* j once did > or thinke the Lords day fo affixed unco 
Cf any time , /7/«w temyus transferrer 

« that, wee conceive it an impietie, it fliouid be chan- 
cc ged unto another ; on which, as well as upon that, wee 
" may not reft from labour, and harken to the Word of 
« God : if perhaps- fuch neceffitie fhould be, this would 
« indeed make it become a Ceremonie. Nothing can be* 
more plaine than this* Yet Calvin is as plaine ; when 
hee profe(feth, That hee regarded not fo much the num- 
ber oft/even, ut.ejns fervitutt Ecclefias aflringeret , as to* 
enthrall the Church unto it. Sure I zm&o&ot Pridcanx 
rsckoneth him, as one of them , who teach us, that the 
Church hath power to change the day , and totransferre 
ittofome other: And that Iohn TZarcUie makes report, inQratAfM « 
how-once hee had a Confukatiott,- de trans ferenda Do- 
minica, m Fertam quint am , of altering the Lords day 
untQ the : Thurfday. Hucer affirmes as much, as ton-- 
ching the Author it ie ; and fo, doth Hulhvger, and Tinn- 
itus, Vrfine, and fchemnitius , as Do£tor Prideaux harfi 
oblerved. Of. HnUinger^ Hnccr, % rent i us, I have nought 
to &y, becanfe the places are not cited ; but take it, 
as I thinke I may , upon his credit. But fovx.Chem?iit;us, 
hee faith often , that it is libera cbfervatin , a volun- 
tarie oblervation. ; that it is an eipeciall part of oiw 
£br'fiiaa hbertie , not to be tyed to dayes and tim's* 
in matters which concerne Gods fervice ; and that the 
zApoftUs made it manifeft by their example, Singulis 
diebvSi vel quoennqm die , That every day, or any day, 
may by the £hurch be (et apart for Religious Exerci- 
fqs. And as, far, Vrfine* hee makes this difference be-£^k quAv^^l 
twene the Lords day, and the Sabbath, " that it was §• *• 
« m^rjy unlawfull to the lews* either, t& negleS-or 

w change - 
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" change the Sabbath, without exprefle Commandment 
i( from Gpd hinnfelfe,as being a Ceremon$all part of * divine 
u Worfhip : but for the Chrifttan Qnurch, that may defigne 
€i the fir ft* or fecond, or any ocher day, to Gods publtkefer- 
" vice; fo that our Chrifttan Ubertie be not thereby in- 
" fringed , or any opinion of neceftitie or holinejfe affixt 
« unto them : Etclefta vero Chriftiana primum, vel almrn 
diem, trtbmt Mmifterio, falva ftta Ubertate, fine opinione 
cult us vel neceflitatv ; as his words there are. Tothefe, 
Dom. 17. fofl addc Diet eric us , a Lutheran Divine : who , though hee 
7tinit. makes the keeping of one day in feven, to be the tJIdorai 

part of the fourth Commandemcnt \ yet for that day , it 
may be dies Sabbat i> or dies Solis, or qnicunque alius, Sun- 
day, or Saturday, or any other, be it one in feven. And fo 
Hofpinian is perfwaded: Dominicum diem mutare &i* 
dium transferre licet, &c> <c That if the oceafions of the 
«* Church doe fo require, the Lords day may be changed 
« unto any other : provided, it be of /fam ; and that 
" the change be fo tranfa£ed, that it produce no fcandall 
cc orconfufioninthe Church of God. Nay, by the Do- 
<5trine of the Helvetian Churches, every particular Church 
may deftinate what day they pleafe, to Religious Meetings, 
to ptthltke Prayers , ^reaching the Word , and rmniftrwg 
p. 2. the Sacraments . For fo they give it up in their Confejfton : 
Delign ergo quavis Ecclefia fibi cerium tempus ad preces 
p*bl$ca*,& Evangelii pradicationem, necnon Sacramento- 
rum celebrationem. And howfoever, for their owne parts, 
they kept that day, which had beene let apart for thofe 
holy ufes, even from the time of the Apofiles ; yet, that 
they conceived it free , to keepe the Lor ds day , or the 
Sabbath, Sed & c Dominkum,non Sabbat urn, libera cbfer- 
vatione, celebramus. Some Sectaries , fince the Reforma- 
tion, have gone further yet, and would have had all dayes 
alike, as unto their ufe; all equally to be regarded: and 
reckoned, that the Lords d*y, as the £Wcfc continued it, 
wzs&fevpijh Ordinance ; thwarting the Doctrine of Saint 
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Paul, who feemcd to them to abrogate that difference of 
dayes, which the Church retained. This was the fancie, 
or the frenzie rather of the ^fnabaptifl, taking the hint 
perhaps from fomething J which had beene formerly de- 
livered by fome wifer men ; and after them, of the Swwck? 
ftildian, and the Familifi ; as in the times before, of the 
Petro-Hrufians , and (if Waldevfts wrong him not) of 

(?) Such being the do5h:ine of thofe Churches the 
Proteftant, and thoie of %omc y it is not to be thought but 
that their prattice is according : Both make the Lords djy 
onely an EcclefidfticaU coriftitution, and therefore keepe 
itlbfarreforth, as by the Canons of their Churches, they 
areenjoyned. Thefe what they are at Rome, and thole of 
her obedience, wee- have feene already ; and lictle hath 
beeoe added fince. It hath not beene, of late, a time, to 
make- new reftraints ; rather to mitigate the old, to lay 
downe fuch which were moft burdenidme, and grievous 
to bee borne withall . And fo it feemes they doe, A\prius 
the lefuite being more remife in ftating and determining 
the reftraints, impofedon the Lords day, and the other 
holy dayes, than Toftatus was, who lived itvfafer times by 
farre, than thefe now prefent: nor is their Dtfiif ive fo ; 
fevere, as their Canon* neither; So that the Lords day 
there, for ought I could obferve, when I was amongfr 
th<*m, is folemnized much after the fame manner as witlv 
us in England; repairing to the Church, both at Majfe 
and Ve fliers, riding abroad or walking forth to take the 
ayre, or otherwife to refrefh themfelves, and following 
their honeft pleafures at fuch leafure times, as are not de- 
ftinate to the publike meetings; the people not being bar- 
red fromtravQlUng about their iawfull bufiTies 3 as occafion 
is,ib they referve fome time for their devotions in the pub- 
like. Whichis indeed agreeable to the moft ant ient and 
moftlaudable cuftomcinthe Church of God. Now for the 
Pm^ntChmchsy^ hmUrms doe nor differ much, 
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from that which wee have laid before, of the Church of 
Rome ; and therefore there is nothing to be laid of them. 
But for the reft which follow Calvin, and thinke them- 
felves theonely Orthodoxe and reformed Churches', wee 
will cGnfider them in three feverall circumftances : firft, 
in the exercife of Religious duties ; fecondiy, in restraint 
from Labours ; and thirdly, in pcrmiflion of Recreations. 
And firft, for the exercife of Religious duties, they ufe it in 
the morning onely ; the afternoone being left at large, for 
any,and for every man>to difpofe thereof,as to him feemes 
fitting. So is it in the Churches of high Ge rmanie, thole 
of the Palatinate* and all the others of that mould. For 
# I have heard from Gent, of good repute , That at the firft 
• reception of the Ladie Elizabeth into that Countrey,on 
Sunday after Dinner, the Coaches and the Horfes were 
brought forth ; and all the Princes Court betooke them- 
felves unto their pleafures , Hunting or Hawking , as the 
feafon of the yeere was fit for either. Which, when ic 
feemed ftrange at firft to thofe Englifl) Lords and Gentle- 
men, which did attend the Prince ffe thither ; anfwer was 
made, it was their cuftome fo to doe ; and that they had 
no Evening-Service , but ended all the publike duties of 
the day, with the Morning Sermon. Nor is this, Cuftome 
onely, and no more but fo : there is a fanon for it,in fome 
M. 4*. places ; it muft be no otherwife. For in the firft Councell 
ofDort, Anno 1 574.it was decreed, Public*, Vefpertin* 
preces non funt int rod uc end*, ubi non funt introdutta; ubi 
funt, tolUntur : " That in fuch Churches where publike 
<c Evening Prayer had not beene admitted, it lliould con- 
«' tinue as it was ; and where they were admitted, they 
« Ihould be put downe. So Do&or Smith relates the 
Canon (if fo irregular a Decree may deferve that name) 
in his Collat. Dottr. Cat hoi. & Proteft. cap. 62. Art.i. 
And fo it flood, till the laft Synod of Don, Anno 1 61 8. 
what time , to raife the reputation of the Palatine Cate- 
chifme , being not long after to be admitted into their 

C<Mon 9 
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Canon, it wa* concluded, that Catecbifae* Leisures fliould Seff. 14. 
be read each Sunday in the after-noont ; not to be layd 
afide, propter audit orum tnfrequevtiam<> for want of Audi* 
tors. Now, to allure the people thither , being before 
flaved off by a former Synod, it was provided, that their 
Cfltimflers fhould reade howfoever, Coram paucis audit c- 
ribusyimmo vel coram fuis famulis tantunu Though few 
were prefent , or none but their domefticke fervants ; in 
hope by little and little to attract the people. And fe- 
condly,it was refolved on,to implore the Civill Magiftrate, 
Vt opera omnia fervilia,Jeu quottdiana, &ct^uibtts tempus 
yomeridianum dtebus c Dominici$ maxime in pa$is,pkrimqHe 
tranfigi foleret ; i( That by their Ediffcs they would re- 
* ftraine allfervile fyorkes>the workes of ordinarie dayes ; 
« and elpecially, games, Drinki*£- Matches , and other 
cc profanations of the Sabbath, wherewith the after-noone, 
€t or Sundayes, chiefelyin {mailer Townes and Villages, 
« had before beene fpent ; that fo the pe6ple might re- 
" paire to the C atec ^K} n Z m % which wee aifb may per- 
ceive, that there was no reftraint,on Sundayes in the after- 
noon*, from any kinde of fey vile Workes , or day ly labours ; 
but that men might and did apply themfelvcs to their 
feveraH bufineffes, as on other dayes. As for the greater 
Townes, there is icarce anyoftnem, wherein there are 
hot F aires and Markets, Kirk-flUffes, as they ufe to call 
them, upon the Sunday : and thole as much frequented 
in the aft er-noone, as were the Churches in the fore-noone. 
A thing from which they could not hold, not in Don it 
fclfe, what , time the Synod was aflembled. Nor had it 
now beene called upon, as k is moft likely, had not Ame* 
fius, &nd fome others of otfr EnjrJiJb Matecot?tents> Scat- 
tered abroad *Bcuvds Principles amongft the T^etherlaxdf, 
which they had fowne before in England. And cerrainely 
they had made as ftrong a F aft ion there, before this time ; 
their learned men beginning tabandie one againft the 
other , in the debates about- the Sdbath \ but that the 
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liveli-hood of the States, confifting moft on trade and traf- 
ficke, cannot fpare any day, Sunday no more then any 
other , from venting tKeir commodities , and providing 
others. So that in generall, the Lords day is no otherwise 
obferved with them ( though fomewhat better then it was 
twelve yceres ago ) then an halfe-holiday is with us : the 
morning though not all of that , unto the Church \ the af- 
ter-noonc > to their imploymentf. So for the French and (jer- 
mane Churches* we may perceive by their Divines, Calvin* 
and Hefy, and ^Martin Bucer , wno do fo highly charge 
the Hcmaniji > for the reftraint of working on the Lords 
day ; that they were well enough content to allow the 
fame. And for the Churches of the Smtxjrs , Zuwglius 
■Reft.adVal avoweth it to be lawful! , 2>/> Dominico peraUis facrts la- 
OeniUsm. « boribus incumbere , On the Lords day after the end of 
" Divine Service, for any man to follow and pur fue his 
" labours j as commonly wee doe , faith he, in the time of 
harveft. Indeed the Polijlj Churches formerly decreed in 
two feverall Synods , the one at Cracow Ann* 1 5 7 3 . the 
other at Petrtcow, Ann. 1 578. Vt "Domini in fuis ditioni- 
bus prohibeant Dominicis diebus nundinas> annua* , & fepth 
« manales ; That Lords ofMannours (as we call them) 
" fhould not permit, on the Lords day , either Faires or 
<c Markets, in any of the Townes unto them belonging t 
" T^ecjHeiifdem diebus coloncs fuos kilos labor thus ant vcftu- 
" ris onerent , nor on thofe dayes imploy their Tenants in 
€i carriages, or fuchfervile labours. But this was rather 
done to pleafe the Lutherans , amongft whomi and thofe of 
the Communion of the Church of Rome, under whom they 
live .-then out of any principle or example of thofe Chur- 
ches , whom they chiefly followed. For recreations laft of 
all , there is no queftion to be made , but that where Vvor- 
hftfj? is permitted , and moft kindc of bufinejfc , a man may 
h\\ fully exjoy himfdfezndhis honeft pleafures ; and with- 
out danger of offence > purfue thofe paftimes, by which the 
mind may be refrefhed , and the fpirits quickened. Al- 
ready 
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ready have we told you what the cuftomeis in the Palatine 

Churches. And for the ISelgickeybctidcs it was before de- • 

clared from the Synod of T>ort, touching the ufuall fpen- 

ding of fhat day in games and drinking matches ; their 

foure great Do&ors, Polyander, %yvet,Thyfiw, zndtra- Syntpf.theol. 

Uhs make recreation to be part of the Sabbaths reft; Et fift.ii.n.ii* 

inter fines Sabbati efle, and to be reckoned as a principal! 

intent thereof. Even in Geneva it felfe,the moths r Church 

unto the reft, as Robert lohnfon tels us in his enlargement 

of HoterH*. « All honeft Exercifes, (hooting in Peeces, 

* Long-bowes, Crofle-bowes, &c. are ufed on the $ab- 

€e bath day, and that in the morning both before and af- 

u ter Sermon : neither doe the Ministers finde fault there- 

<c with, fo they hinder not from hearing of the Word at 

* ; the time appointed* Indeed there is no reafon why they 

fliould find fault ; the prattiee fo dire&ly rifing,upon their 

principles. 

(10) Dancing indeed they doe not fuffer, either in 
geneva, or the French Churches (though not prohibited 
for ought lean learne, in either germany, or any of the 
Lutheran Kingdomes ; ) but this not in relation to the day 9 
but the (port it felfe, which abfolutely they have forbid- 
den on all dayes whatever. Calvin tooke great offence 
thereat (of lb auftere a life would hee hare the people) 
and kept a great adoe abont it, in geneva, when hee lived 
amongftthem : as hee doth thus relate the ftory to his 
Friend FareUus. fameus, and Perinus, two of fpeciall E ^ a dFm!. 
power and qualitie in that Citie, together with one of 
the Syndicks ( which is one of the foure chiefe Officers of 
the Common-wealth ) one of the Elders, named Hcm~ 
richus , and feme others of their Friends, being 
merry at an invitation, fell to dancing. Notice hereof 
being given to Calvin, by fome falfe brother, they were 
all called into the Confifiory, excepting Corneus and Pr- 
rims : and being interrogated thereupon , Impndenter 
Deo& nobis menntifunt, they lyed, faith he, moft impu- 

O o dently 
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dendyuntoGodandus. (Moft Apoftolically faid.) At 
that, faith hee, I grew emended, as the indignitie of the 
thing deferved : and they perfifting in their contumacie, 
Ce*>jui Ht jure-]urando ad veri confefftonem adigerentur. 
I thought it fit to put them to their oaths about it. So faid, 
fo done ; and they not onely did confefie their former 
dancing, but that that very day, they had beene dancing 
in the houfe of one "Balthafats Widdovv. On this confef- 
fion he proceeded unto the cenfure, which certainely was 
fharpe enough for fo fmall a fault, ( for a fault it was, if 
he would have it :) the Syndick being difplaced, the Elder 
turned out of his office, Ferryn and his Wifebothclapt in 
prifon, and all the rctt^pudore confufi y put to open ftiame. 
This was in Anno 1 545. And afterwards , confidering 
how much hee diflikedit, their Minifter sand Preacher? 
cryed downe dancing, as a moft fmfull and Hnchriftia n 
paftime, and publifhed divers Tra£s againft it. At laft in 
Anno 1 5 71 it was concluded in a Synod held at Kochei, 
and made to be a part of their pMtk? difciplme ; w^.That 
All Congregations JJjould be admoniJhe<d by their Mintflers, 
ferioufly to reprehend and fiipprejfeall Dances* Mummeries* 
and interludes : as at fo that all Dancing- Mafters, or thofe 
'Who make any dancing meetings y after they have beene oft 
admonifhedto defift, ought to bee excommunicate for that 
their contumacies and dtfibeaience.. Which rigidnefle of 
theirs, as it is conceived, confidering how the French doc 
t DtXm$mvk» delight in dancing, hath beene no fmall impediment unto 
if Fr, the generall entertainement of the reformed Religion in 

that Kingdome.So great is there delight therein,and with 
fuch eagerneflfe they purfue it, when they are at leifiw 
from their bufinefle ; that as it feemes.they doe neglect the 
Church on the holy day es> < that. they, may have the more 
time to attend their dancing. Upon which ground, it 
'si^B^tli was, and not that dancing was conceived to be no lawful! 

#ort for the lords af^that in the Councel o£Se»s>An.i 524, 
in that of ParU* Anno 1557. m ^ofe of \Rhemes 9 *tid Tours, 
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Anno 1 583. and finally in that ofBourges, Atmo\<$$. dan* 
cing on Sunday es,znd the other holy day e ^hath been prohi- 
bited : prohibited indeed, but practiced by the people, 
notwithftanding all their Canons. But this concernes the 
French, and their Churches onely : our 1>{orthertu Nati- 
ons not being fo bent upon the fport, as to need reftraint, 
Onely the Polifh Churches did conclude in the Synod of 
Petricow before rqmembred, thatTaverne-meeungs,drm-> 
king-matches, Dice, Cards, andfuch likepaftimes,as aifo 
Muficall Inftruments,and dances, fliould on the Lords day 
be forbidden. But then it followeth with this claufe, Prt~> 
ftrtim eo ttmporis momento quo concio & cult us divmus in 
temploperagitur, " elpecially at that inftant time, when 
« men fhculd be at Church to heare the Sermon, and at- 
« tend Gods worfhip. Which cleerely flhewes that they 
prohibited dancing, and the other paflimes then recited* no 
otherwife than as they were a meanes, to keepe men from 
Church. Probably alio they might be induced unto it, by' 
fuch French Proteftants, as came into that Country with 
the Duke of Anjou, when he was chofen K.of Poland, Aai>o 
1574. which was /j-yeeres before this Councell. 

(11) As for the Churches of the £*/?,being now heavily 
oppreffed with Turkijh bondage, we have not very much 
to fay. Yet by that little which we find thereof, it fecmes 
the Lords day keeps that honour which before it had ; and 
that the fat ur day continues in the fame regard,wherin once 
it was: both of them counted daies of feajting and both re- 
tained for the aflemblies ofthe Church. Firft that they are 
both daies oifeafitng, or at the leaft exempted from their 
publike Fafis, appeares by that which is related by Chri* 
ftopher Angdo, a Cjrecian, whom I knew in Oxford, Tm J$ Os htfit. Gm. 

mtm J? olvoy, ^ that on the Saturday and Sunday, which ^we 
« call the Lords daj , they do both eat Oyle and drink wine, 
« even in Lent it felf ; whereas on other daies,they feed on 
« pulfe, and drink only water.Then that they both are ftill 
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retained for the affemblics of the Church, with other Holy 
dayes , he tells us in- another -place: where it is faid, 

ik-iti ******** > 8tt. cc That for rht Lords >d*y % and the 
« Saturday* and the other Feftivals, they ufe to goe unco 
« the Church on the £ve before, and almoft at midnight ; 
«c where they continue till the breaking up of the Congre- 
h gacion. fctthc ts£gypti*nCbritt$*9is, or Cophties, as 
wee call them now, it is related by G. Sandys, that on the 
" Saturday prefently after midnight, they repaire unco 
" their Churches, where they remainc well nigh untill 
« S unday at noone ; during vvhich time, they neither fit 
« norkneele, but fupportthemfelveson Crutches: and 
« that they fing over the moft part of c D*vids Pfalmes 
" at every ineetingjwith divers parcels of the old and new 
Teftament. Hee hath informed us alio of the Armeni- 
ans > another fort of Eafterne Chriftiansy that comming 
Into the place of the Affembly on Sunday in the afternoon, 
" hee found one fitting in the middeft of the Congrega* 
*< tion, in habit not differing from the reft, reading on a 
'< Bible in the Chaldean tongue : that anon after came 
« the Bifhop in an Hood or veft of blacke, with a ftafte in 
** in his hand ; that firft he prayed, and then Tung certaine 
• c Pfalmes affifted by two or three ; after, all of them fing- 
u ing joynily t &t interims praying to themfelves ; the Bi- 
« fhop all this while with his hands ere6ted, and face 
t( towards the Altar : That Service being ended , they 
H all kiifed his hand, and beftowed their Almes, hee Iay- 
4< ing his other hand on their heads, and blefling themi 
" finally that bidding the fucceeding Fafts, and Feftivals, 
" hee difmifled the Aflemblie. This the behaviour of 
thefe Eafterne Chriftians in the publike places of aflembly. 
As for the refidue of the day,which is not deftinare to reli- 
gious meetings,they neither bar themfelves theron, either 
fiom nccefiary bufines^r lavvfull pleafures : but freely give 
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themfelves to dancing in the open ftreets, and other mee- 
tings of good Neighbourhood, in all things ufing it as a 
fepivali day, not as a Sabbath. And this not onely in fmall 
Townes and pettie Villages, where their behaviour might 
be perhaps the more remiffe ; but in their very principal! 
Cities, tvcn'mConflantinoplek felfe, the ihpreme of all, 
under the eye and with the knowledge oft heir Superiours 
in the Lord : as I have credibly beene informed by a wor- 
thy Gentleman, who {pent much time therein, and other 
places of thole pares, in the publike fervice of this King- 
dome. The Muftovitcs, being neere unto the Cj recks, and 
once within the jurifdidtion of the Patriarkeof Conjlm- 
fj^/r, partake much alio of their cuftomes. They count it 
an unlawfull thing to faft the Saturday, which fhevves that Gagvlnm it 
fomewhat is remaining of that efteeme,in which once they Mofioviu 
had it : and for the holy d*yes, Sunday es afwellas any other, 
they doe not hold themfelves fo ftri&ly to them, but that 
the Citizens& Artificers,immediately after Divine fervicc T 
betake themfelves unto their labours, and domefticke bu- 
finefles. And this, moft probably, is thecuftomealfo of 
all the Churches of the £aft ; as • holding a-Communion 
with the Church of (]re etc , though not fubordinate there- 
unto : from the which Church of (j recce, the faith was 
firft derived unto thefe Mufeovites, as before was faid ; 
and with the faith, the obfervation of this day, and all the 
other holydayes, at that time in ufe. As for the Country 
people, as qaguinm tels us, they feldome celebrate or ob- 
ferve any day at all, at leaft, not with that care and order, 
as they ought to doe ; faying, That it belongs onely unto 
Lords and gentlemen,to keep holy daycs.LtRof all,tor the 
Habafjincs, or Ethiopian Chriflians, though further off in 
iituation ; they come as neere unto the fafhions of the an- 
cient Grecians . Of them we are informed by B rerevpood y Enquiries c. , 
out of Damiant, " that they reverence the Sabbath, kee- 
" ping it folemne equally with the Lords day* Scaliger tcls Emend Temp, 
us, that they call both of them by the name of Sabbaths ; lib. 7, 

Go 3 , the 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



200 Chap. 6. The History of Part, il 
the one the firft, the other, the latter Sabbath : or in their 
ovvne language, the one Sanbath Satrtftos, that is, i'hnjts 
Sabbath ) the other, Sanbath fadi> or the J ewes Sabbath. 
Eellarmine thinks that they derived this observation of the 
Saturday or Sabbath, from the Conftitutions afenbed to 
mSmpt.zccl. Clemens: which indeed frequently doe prefle the obfer- 
i*Qtm § vation of that day, with no leffe fervour than the Sunday^ 
Of this wee have already fpoken. And to this "Bellarmine 
was induced the rather, becaufe that in this Country they 
had found authentic, and were zttccmcd &s es4pcJlolica/t. 
esindio Ethiopes his Conftitutionibus uti y Ht vere Apefto* 
licis, & ea ae caufa in errcribiu verfar'ty circa chUhklj 
Sabbat iydr dieiD.ominict. But if this be an errour in them* 
they have many partners v and thofe of ancient ftanding 
in the Church of God, as before was fliewne. As for their 
fervice on the Sunday* they celebrate the Sacrament in the 
morning early, except it be in the time of Lent : when 
faffing all the day* they difcharge that duty in the Even* 
ing, and then fall to meat > as the fame Scaltger hath re* - 
corded. So having looked overall the relidue of the Qhri- 
ft tan World* and found no Sabbath in-the lame, except 
onely nominall: it is now time* wee turned our courfe, 
and fet fayle for England : where we (hall find as little of 
it as in otner places,untill that fortie yeeres agoe,no more, 
fome men began to introduce a Sabbath thereunto, in hope 
thereby to £Ountaaance and advance their other proje&s* 
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CHAP. VII. 

In what eftate the Lords day ftood in this 
Ifle of <Brittan y from the firft Riming of 
Religion y to the reformation- 

• ■ 

(l) What doth occurre about the Lords day , and the 
ether Feftivals, amongft the Churches of the Brittans. ( a ) 
Of the eftate of the Lords day, and the other holy dayes in 
the Saxon Heptarchie. ( ?) The honours done unto the 
Sun4ay, and the other holy day es, by the Saxon Monarchs. 
(q)Of publik* attions, Civill, Ecclefiafticall, mixt, and 
Military, done on the Lords day, under the firft fixe Norman 
Kings. (5) New Sabbath doctrines broached in England 
in King Johns Heigne; and the miraculous originaR of the 
fame. (6) The profectet ion of the former bufinejfe ; and ill 
fucceffe therei«,ofthe undertakers* (7) Reftraint of Worldly 
bufinefle on the Lords day, and the other holy dayes, ad- 
mitted in thofe times, in Scotland. (8) Reftraint of cer- 
tain fervile \\<xks,on Sundayes,holy dayes,W the wakes, 
concluded in the Councell of Oxon, under Henry 5 . (9) Huf- 
bandrie^Legall procefle, prohibited on the Lords day 
firft, in the Reigne of Edward (10) Selling of Wootts> 
on the Lords day, and the folemneFeaftf, forbidden firft by 
the faid King Edward : as after, Faires and Markets ge- 
nerally, by King Henry 6. (* 1) The Cordwainers <?/Lon- 
donj reftrained from felling their Wares on the Lords day, 
and fome other Feftivals , by King Edward the fourth , 
add of the Recreations in thofe times permitted I ttpon 
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the fame, (n) U^hat eflate ffc* Lords day ftood,bothfor 
the doarine, and the pradticd w the beginning of the r eigne 
of Kin? Henry the 8. ( I J ) The Dolirine of this Church, 
in the'frefent bufinejfe, towards tht Utter end of the faid 
Kings Reigns. 



(I) 

N D now at laft we are for England, that 
we may fee what hath bin done amongft 
our felves, in this particular ; and there- 
by bee the better leflbned, what we are 
to doe. For as before I noted, the Ca- 
nons oi particular Churches* and Edicts 
of particular Princes, tnougja they fufificienrly declares 
both what- their praftke and opinion was, in the pre* - 
feint point ; yet are no generall Rule, nor pefcript to 
others , which lived not in the compafle of their Au- 
thorities Nor can they further bind us, las was then obfer- 
ved; then as they, have beene fince admitted into otir 
Churchy or Stmt e , either by adding them unto the body of 
®w Canon, or imitating them in the compofition of our 
Atts and Statutes. Onely the Decretals of the Popes, the 
body of their Canon LaVo, is to bee excepted : which bein<r 
made for thediredliofi and reiglement^of the-Church in 
general], were by degrees admitted, and obeyed, in thefe 
pmsofChrjftendonte ; and are, by of Parliament, fo - 
lar ftill in force, as they oppofe not the Prerogative Roy all, 
orthe^^ unicipall Ltftes and Statutes, of this Realmeof 
England Now that we may the better fee,how it hath been 
adjudged of here, and what hath beene decreed or done, 
touching the herds day, and the other holy dayes : we will 
afcend as high as poffible we can, even to the Church and 
Empire of the Brittans. Of them indeed wee finde not 
much, and that delivered in as little ; it being faid of them 
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by *Beda> that in the time of { onftanttne they did diesfeftos Hifl. /.i. ( .8. 
celebrare> obferve thole holy dayes which were then in ufe : 
which, as before we faidAvere StfieryWhi* fontidejht feafts 
of 'Chrift Nativity /and his Incarnation , every yeere; to- 
gether with the Lords day , weekely. And yet it may be 
thought , that in thofe times the Lords day was not here 
of any great account; in that they kept the feaft of E after, 
after the faftiion of the Churches,in the Eafterne parts, de- 
cima quart* luna,on what day of the weekefoever : which 
certainely they had not done, had the Lords day obreined 
amongft them that efteeme, which generally it had found 
1 n the mfterne Churches. Andhowfcever a late writer of 
Ecclefiafticall hiftorjy endeavour to acquit the "Br it tans of 
theiefirftAges, from the erroneous obfervation of that * m & bt b 'fa - 
feaft , and make them therein followers of the Church of *' c * r ** 
Rome : yet I conceive not that his proofes come home , to 
make good his purpofe. For where it is his purpofe to 
prove ^ by computation, that that erroneous ob/ervation, 
came not in amongft the Trittarjjill i o.yeers before the 
entrance of S. Aufim, and his affociates into this Uand ; 
and for that end hath brought a paffage out ofS^touch- 
ing the continuance of that cuftome - its plaine that Beda 
Ipeaks not of the Bntijh, but % the Scottijh Chriftians. Per- 
manfit amem apud eos [the Scott ifh-lriflj Christians , as 
himfelfe confefleth] hujufmodiobftrvantia Pafchalis tem- 
pore nonpaucoy hoc eft ufque ad annum 'Domini, Ji j.per an- 
tios 1 50 : which was , (a$ he computes it fomewhat neere 
the point ) but 30 yeeres before the entrance of that Au- 
stin. Now for the Scots > it isapparant that they recei- 
ved not the faith, till the yeere of Chrift 43 o, ( not to fay 
any thing of the rime wherein they firftfet footing in this 
Hand, which was not very long before:) and probably 
might about that time,of which Beda fpeakes, receive that 
cuftome of keeping Eafle r from the Urittans ; who were 
next neigbours to them, and along time lived mingled 
withthem^But;for the Urittms it is raoflt certaine , that 
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they had longer beene accuftomed to 'that obfervation: 
though for the time thereof, whether it came in with the 
firft plantation of the Gofpell here , we will not contend ; 
as not pertaining to the bufinefle, which we have in hand. 
Suffice it, that the Urittans anciently were obfervant of 
thofepubltckfcftivals , which had beene generally enter- 
tained in the Church of God : though for the time of cele- 
brating the feaft of Eafter , they might adhere more unto 
one Church, then unto another* As for the Canon of the 
Ami Councell of Nice, which is there alledgedj'S^rwkf rightly 

hath obferved out of Athanafim , th*t notwithftanding 
both that O*0*,andihe Emperours Edt&s thereupon : ta~ 
men ctiampoftea, Syros, Cilices, & Mefopotamios* in eodem 
errore permanfifl'e, the Syrians* Qlicians , and sJWcfopota* 
miam, continued in their former errour.And why not then 
the 'Brit tans 9 which lay farther off; as well as thofe that 
dwelt fo neere t he then Re gall City ? 

(2) Proceed we next unto the Saxons, who as they firft 
received the faith , from the Church of Rome ; fo dicf they 
therewithall,receivefuchinftitutions,as were at that time 
generally entertained in the Roman Church: the celebrati- 
on of the Lords day , and the other fefiivals , which were 
allowed of and ot&rved>when Cjrcgorj the Great attained 
the Popedcme. And here to take things as they lie in order, 
vvemuft begin with a narration, concerning Weftminfter, 
which for the prettineffeofthe ftory J will here infert. Se- 
ben the firft Chrifttan King of the S afi Saxons , having 
^V^?^ builtthat Church, unto the honour of God, and memory 
ft* EJmrdt. Q f Saint petery i nv i te d Mellitus Bifhop ofLondon&n a day 
appointed, unto theconfecration of it. The night before S. 
Peter commingto the further fide croffeth the ferric, goes 
into the Church>znd with a great deale of celeftiall muficfc, 
lights,and company ,performes that office; for the difpat ch 
of which Me Hit us had beene invited. This done , and be- 
ing wafted ba€ke to the further fide,he gives the ferryman 
fcxhisfare, a good draught of fiihes :onely commanding 
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him . to carry one of t hem > which was the befi for price 
and beauty, for a prefent , from him, t o Mditus ; in tefti- 
mony thaDthe worke was done, to his hand already. Then 
telling who hee was, heeaddes, thatheeandhis pofteri- 
ty, the fthole race o£fi(hermen , fhould bee long after fto* 
red with that kinde of fifli : umunu ne ultra pi (car/ audea- 
tis in die Domtmca, provided ahvay.es, thatthey fiftied no 
more upon the Snnday. Aldredus fo-reports the ftory . And 
though it mighr be true , as unco the times wherein hee li- 
ved, ( which was in the declining of the twelfth Century ) 
that filing onthe Lords day, was'reftrained by lawryet fare 
he placed this ftory ill, in giving this injunction from Saint 
Peterjmhofe early dayes,vvhen fuch reftrainrs were hard- 
ly fetled ; ifin a Cnurch new planted , they -had yet bcenc 
fpoke of. Leaving this therefore as a fable,let us next look 
Oil Tleda, what he hath left us of this day , in reference to 
our Anceftors- of the ^.r^j-race : and many things wee 
findein him worth ourobfervation. Before wee (hewed 
you, how the Sunday was efteemed afe0ivatl, that it was 
judged hereticall to hold fafts theron - Thfe ordinance came 
in amongft us with the faith it felfe. St.Cbadd, having a ^ ,/ * 3^' l $ % 
place defigned him by King Ofwald, to ere& a monaftery ; 
did prefently retire unto it * in the time of Lent : In all 
which time , Dominica except a r the > Lords day excepted j 
he fafted conftantly till the evening , as the ftory tells us. 
The like is told of 'Adamannns , one of the monafteiyof 
Cold'wgham now in Scotland x (but then accounted part Hip. 1. 4, %ft ; , 
oftheKingdomeof Tfyrthumberiand,) that he did live in ^ 
&ch a ftrict and abftemious manner, ut ml unqnam cibi vel 
potus, except a die Dominica * & quint a Sabbat i perclperet ; 
that he did never eate nor drink e , bifton the Snnday , and 
Thurfday onely. This Adamanms lived in Awo&go. Be- 
fore we fhewed you , with what profit , mnjicke had beene 
brought into the Church ofGod : & hither it wasbrougbt> , 
it feemes with thefirft preaching ohht Gofptll. Bsda re- ^u,iaj 9UC tQ ^ 
Imsiz&paultniur that -when hqe vv4S nwie Billiopof^ 4 *' ' 
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Rocbefter, which was in An.6^u he left behind him in the 
North,one James aDtecon,cantandi in Scclefia perttiflimu, 
a man exceeding perfe&in Qurch mujicke ; who taught 
them there, that forme of fivging divine fervice, which he 
learnt in Canterbury. And after in the yeere <j£8 , ytfhat 
time Archbifhop The odor us made his MetropoliticalLvift- 
tanon ythc Art of [wging fervice>which was then onely ufed 
in Kent ( for in the North it had not beene fo fetled , but 
that it was againe forgotten ) was generally taken up over 
Lib. 4«c.i. all the Kingdome. Sonos cantandt tn EccleJU , quos eatenm 
in fcntiauwtum noverant , ab hoc tempore per omnes An* 
q-lorum Ecclefias difcere cceperunt , as that Author hath it. 
Before we lhewed > how Pope VitalUnns , anno, 653. ad- 
ded the Organ to that vocall muficke , which was before in 
ufe in the Church of Chntt. In lefle then 30 yeeres after, 
& namely in the yeere 6j$ were they introduced by Pope 
j4gathe, into the Churches of the Englifo ; and have conti- 
nued in the fame well neere ioco yeers, without interrup- 
tion. Before we fhewed you , how fbme ofihtgreaterfc* 
fltva?s>were iaetteeme before the Sunday; and that it. was 
fo even in the primitive times. And foit alio was in the 
r ? primitive times of this Church of England : it being told 

f^/i"!' us0 ^ Q.H cenefr *^ r ^ that after fhehadputherfelfe 
* 41 tl 9 * into a monaftery , f he never went unto the "Bathes , prater 
cc imminent ib us folenniis major ibus , but on the approach of 
" tho.gr eater feftiva/s* fuch as were Eafter , Pentecoft, and 
« Ckriftmo4 y (for fo I think he meanes thereby Spiphanie .) 
« as alfo, that unles it were on the greater feftivals fhe did 
« not ufe to eat,above once,a day .This plainely fhews,tbat 
Sunday was not reckoned for a greater feftivaU ; that other 
daies were in opinion & efteeme above it;and makes it evi- 
dent withall , that they conceived not that the keeping of 
the Lords day , was to be accounted asa part of the Law of 
nature \ or introduced intothe Church , by divine authori- 
jp. Lambert. ty 3 but by the fame authority that the others were. For 
^rchaim. Lawes in thefe times made,we meete with none but thofe 
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of fud^fVefi^SaxonKin^who enured on his reigne an.ytix 
A Prince exceedingly devoted to the Church ot Rome , and 
therfore apt enough to embrace anything,which was there 
concluded. By him it was ena&ed,inthis forme that fol- 
low eth, Servus fiquid operu patrarit dieDominico, ex 
pracepto Domini fut 3 liber efto,crc. €< If a Servant worke on 
fC the Lords day, by the appointment of his matter ,he was 
t( tobefetfreej&his matter was to forfeit ;o (hillings: but 
<; if he worked without fuch order from his mafter , to be 
<c whipped , or middled. Liber fi hoe die operetur injufiu 
« Demwi fui, &c. So if a free-man worked that day, 
« without direftion from his mafter , he either was to bee 
« made a Bond-man, or pay 60 fhillings . Now was the 
-Church wating to declare her pleafure,it being ordered in 
a Synod at Clove-fhooe, called by Qntbert Arch-bifhop of 
Canterbury, Anno 747* Vt dies Domtnicus legitime venc- 
rationed cunStis celebretHr,&c.Th$t the Lords day beob- 
ferved with all due folemnity , and that it bee dedicated 
onely to the worfliip of God. Nor did they take this care 
of the Lords day onely.Forthen and there it was decreed, 
that not alone on that day , eo die , Sedper alias feftivita- 
tes majores , but on the other greater feftivals the people 
fliould aflemble to heare Gods Word,&c, And in the Ca- 
nons o( Egbert Arch-bifhop ofTorke , it was alfo ordered, 
omnibus fefi is & dub us "Dominicis , that as well on all the 
holy dayes, as the Lords day, the Priefts fhould Preach un- 
to the people. As for the doElrine ofthefe times , wemay 
beft judge of that by "Beda. Firft for the Sabbath, that hee in Luc.r^ 
tells us, ad LMofis Hpjtte tewpora ctterornm dterumjimilis 
erat, was meerely like the other dayes until! CM<fts time; 
no difference at allbetvveene them : therefore not inftitu- 
ted and obierved in the beginning of the world , as fome 
teach us now. Next for the Lords day> that he makes an 
/tpoftolicallfiwElion onely ,no divine commwdcmem ; as be- - 
fore we noted : and how farre ^poftolicall fantliombrnd, 
we may cleerely fec>by that whichthey determined in the 
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CounceU ofHierufalew. Of thefe two fpecialties , we have 
{poke already. 

(3) This is the molt we finde in the Saxen Heptarchu % * 
Afm and little more then this wee finde in the Saxon Memr- 
chie. In this wee meete with Alured fir ft , the firft that 
bronght this Realme in order, who in his hwcscap.de dk- 
fasfefHt&fnemtbus, reckoneth up certaine dayes in 
which it was permitted unto free-men to enjoy their fefti*. 
vaUhberty^s the phrafe there is : fervis autem&iis qui 
fiivt legittma officiontmfervitute aftntti) non item ; but not 
to (laves , and fuch as were in fervice unto ether men, viz. 
the twelve dayes after Chrifts Nativity,^ Me quo ChrU 
fins fubegit dtabolum the day wherin our Saviour overcame 
the devill ; the feftivall of Saint Cjregorj , feaven dayes be- 
fore Eafier^nd as many after; the feftivall day of Saint Pe- 
ter and PauLxhz weeke before our L^jday in harvefi^- 
Hallow tide, and thefourewednefdayes in theEmber-weeke. 
Where note how many other dayes , were priviledged in 
the felfe-fame manner , as the Lords day was ; in cafe that 
be the day then fpoke of , wherein our Saviour overcame 
the Devill , as I thinke it is :as alfo that this privilege ex- 
tended unto free-men onely Servants and bond-men being 
left in the fame condition as before they were 3 to ipend all 
dayes alike , in their matters bufineffe. It alfo was by him 
enacted, Neminem feeler is reum. ( Si qua vttaripoffit) in 
feftivttate diet Solus morte afficfcnditm 3 That no ma- 

"lefa&or ftiould bee put to death upon the Sunday , but 
u ftiouldbee kept in durance untillthe feftivall be over, 
« f and then executed:which Law was afterwards confirmed 
by King fovHtw. This A lured began his raigne,^*™ 871. 
and after him fucceeded£W\k*r^,furnamed the Elder in the 
yeere pco.who in a league between himfelfe and qumhmn 
K. of the Danes in England* did publickely, on boch fides, 
prohibite, as well all markettings on the Sunday , as other 
kind of work whatfoever on the other holy dayes . Datm fi 
die Dominito quiequamfnerH mcrGAtw> rnpfa^dr Orupr^ 
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ttrea 1 t.multtator % Anglm 3 ofolidos numerate, &c. " If a 
"Dane bought any thing on the Lords day , he was to for- 
« feit the thing bought>&to pay 11 O rat, (every Orabeing 
*« the fifteenth part of a pound ) an Enghfyman doing the 
< c like to pay 30 ftiillings.A/}^w;4« if he didany work,rf/> 
« quocunc^ fejhiOn any of th6 fco/^^^ 5 vvasforthwithto be 
" made a Bondman* or to redeeme himfelfe with mony ; a 
" bond-flaveto be beaten for it,or redeem his beating with 
« his purfe.The matter alfo whether that he were Englifk- 
<* mmoz Dane,if hecompelled his fervants to work on any 
« of the holy dates to anfwerfor it. Athelfta?i who fuc- 
ceeded £dward> an. 942 , did decree the fame, or confirme 
it rather. So when it had been generally received in other 
places* to begin the Sunday-fir vice on the £ vc before/it- 
-was ena&ed by King £ dgar, lurnamed the pea. eible, who 
began his reigne,*«tf . 9 5 93 diem SMathab ipf* dieSeitur* 
vijbora pemridiana tert'ia , ufyin lunar is dm ailnculnmyfe^ 
ftum agitari. that the SabbathQnonld begin ort Saturday 
3 ofthe clock in the afternoon, ( &c notasFoxe relates it in 
his Acts and Monnrntnts ,at nine in the morning ) and fo 
hold on tilt <% brdake , on Monday. Where, by the way* 
though it be dies Sabbati in the Lat ineyet in the Saxon co- 
py, it is only *Bedlde$it holy day* After this <? dgars deaths 
the fo plagued this realme , that there was nothing 
ifettledittit ^itein Church or flat e,. till finaJly tbefhad 
^wonthdGarlatid.and obtained the Kingdonie;Theftrftof 
thefe Canht»s>m heroick Prince ; of whomit is affirmed by 
Maimeshurf^mnesleges^b antiqM^ refibus, & max'tmefub 
Erileldrectofe^, that- hee .commanded all thofelawes to 
be obfetved. which had beene made by any of the former 
Jftngs, (andthofe before remembred amongtt the reft , of 
♦which fee the 42 of his finjlitmons ;) efpeciallyby^£i/^/- 
^^hispredeceffour : and that upon a grievous. mulct ; to 
belayed on fuch, who fhould difobey them. Theic are the 
•kwSiwhichaftervYards vverecdiedKiing£a^^rk(i3^^^()d 
• ifofatMM^ * .-notbscaufehp enaded 
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them, but that he caufed them to be kept. Of thefemore 
anon. Befides which Lawes fo brought together , there 
x were fome others made at Wnthefter by this King Cam- 
.<&t4. 5. ttt s:and amongft others, this , that on the Lords day there 
{hould be no markettine,no Courts,or publicke meetings 
of the people for Civill bufineffes : as alfo that all men ab- 
fieinefrom hunting, and from all kind of earthly worke* 
Yet was there an exception too , nifi flagrante necejfitate, 
in cafes of neceffity, wherein it was permitted both to buy 
and fell , and for the people to meete together in their 
Court s*For lb it pafleth in the Law. Die Domimco mere*- 
ta concekbrariy populive conuentus agiy nifi fiagitante necefm 
fit ate i plavijfwje vetamus J ipfo praterea die facrofantto a ve- 
natione, & opere terreno prorfus omniyquifque abfiweto. Not 
that it is to be fuppofed, as fome would have it, that he in- 
tended Sunday for a Sabbath day. For eotring on the 
Crowne an n . ioi7,he did no more then what had former- 
ly beene ena&ed by Charles the Great, and feverall Coun- 
eels after him ; none of which dreamed of any SabhtthJBc- 
liM fides it is affirmed of this Canutus by Ot ho ErijingenfisyXhzt 

intheyeere 1027, he did accompany the Emperour Con- 
rade> at^his coronation, on an Eafter day ; which queftion- 
leffehe would not have done,knowing thofe kind of pomps 
to be meerely civill , and to have in them much of oftenta- 
tion ; had hee intended any Sabbath , when hee reftrained 
fome wotks on Sunday . But to make fure works of ^with- 
out more adoe,the Lawes by him colle&ed, which we call 
St. Edveards , make the matter plaine : where Sunday hath 
no other pnviledge then the others feaftsj and which is 
more, is ranked below them. The Law is thus entituled, 
Detempor\bus & diebus pacis Domini Regis :the tcxt afc 
Kog.de Hove- followeth.e/* * advent u Domini ufque ad oitavam Epipba- 
den. in Bmtio " nid, pax *Dei & Ecclefi<z> per omne regnum , &c. • From 
fc cundox « Advent to the 0 tlaves of Spiphanie , let no mans perfon 
« be molefted , nor no fuit purfued : the like from Septua- 
4i gefima , to Low-Sunday ; and fo from holy Thurfdaj to the 

nexc 
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« next Sutday after whit fo» tide, item omnibus Sabbat is db 
« bora nova uffa ad diem Lun*,&c* the like on Satur- 
" from three in the afternoone untill monday mor- 
<< ning ; as alfoon the Eves of the Virgin Marj, S. Mi- 

* chac/,S.Ioh?tthe'Bapttfi, all the holy Apojlles ; of iiich 

* particular Saints whofe feftivals are publiflied in the 
« Church on the Sunday mornings ; the Eve o f All Saints 
« in November, from 3.of the clocke,till the folemnitie be 
« ended. As allb^hat no Chriftian be molefted, going to 
« Church for his devotions, or returning thence: or tra- 
« veiling to the dedication of any new ere&ed Church, or 
«■ to the Synods, or any publike chapter meeting. Thus 
was it with the Lords day, as with many others in S. £d- 
wards Lawes ; which after were confirmed and ratified by 
KingHertrj the fecond.after they had long been negle&ed. 

( 4 ) Now goe we forwards to the Normans, and let us 
fee what care they took about the fan&ifying of the Lords 
day ; whether they either tooke or meant it for a Sabbath* 
And firft bejginning with the reigne of the firft fixe Kings, 
wee finde tnem times of a&ion, and full of troubles, as it 
doth ufe to bee in unfetfed flares- : no Law recorded to be 
made touching the keeping of this day ; but many a&ions 
of great note to bee done upon it. Thefe wee will ranke 
for orders fake,under thefe 5. heads : 1 Coronations* * Sy- 
nods Ecclefiajlicall, 3 Councells of Sflate, 4 CivillbuR- 
neffe, and 5 Battels and affaults 5 which we (hall fiimme 
up briefly, in their place and time. And firft for Coronati- 
ons* which as before I faid, are mixt kind of aftions, com- 
pound of facred and of civill ; William furnamed Rufus, 
was crowned at Canterbury by ArchbiQiop Lanfranckethe 
2$. of Septem. being Sunday ,An.to%q, So was King Steven, 
the 21. of December, being Sunday too, AvM 35. On Sun- 
day before Chriflmajfe day was Henry the fecond crowned 
at London, by Archbiftiop Theobald, nAnno 1155. and on 
the Sunday before SeptuagefimaMs daughter loom, was,ac 
Palermo, crowned Quecne of Sicile. Of X£c hard the firft 
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it is recorded, that hoyfing fayle from 'Barbefiet in Nor- 
mandie, he arrived fafely here upon the S*nday y bcforc our 
Lady day in Harveft : whence fetting towards London, 
there met him his Arch-bifhops, Bilhops, Earles, and 
Barons, Cum copiofa militum mnltitudine with a great mul- 
titude of Knightly ranke ; by whofe advice and counfeli he 
was crowned On a Sunday, in September following, A no 
1 1 89. and after crowned a fecond time,on his returne from 
thraldome and the holy Land, Anno 1194. on a Sunday too. 
The royall and magnificent forme of his firft Coronation, 
they who lift to fee, may find it moft exa&ly reprefented 
in Rog. de Hoveden. And laft of all King Iohn, was firft in- 
augurated Duke of T^ormandjy by Walter Archbifhop of 
Itoanc >the Sunday after Eafier day>An*\ioo. and on a Sun* 
day after crowned K. of England* together with fjabelhis 
Queene.by Huberts that time Archbifhop of Canterbury. 
For Synods next, Anno 1070. a Councell was aflembled ac 
Wine he fter, by the appointment of K William the firft, and 
the content of ^lexanderxhm Pope of Rome, for the de- 
grading of Stigand ArchbiChopof Canterbury: and this up- 
on the Sunday next after Eafier. And we finde mention of 
a Synod called by Richard Archbiflhop of Canterbury. Anno 
1 175. the Sunday before holy thurfday : Ad quod concilium 
veneruntfere omnes Eptfcopi & Abbotts C ant uarienfis dice* 
cefeos ; where were aflembled almoft all the Bifhopsand 
Abbatsofthe whole Province. For fiuncels of Eft ate, 
there was a fblemn meeting called on Trinity Sunday, An. 
1 14;. in which aflembled Maud the Emprefle, and all the 
Lords which held her partie;where the Ambaffadours from 
lAn 'jou gave up their account : and thereupon it was con- 
cluded, that the Earle of Gkucefter ftiouldbe fent thither 
to negotiatehis fitters bufinefle. So in the yeerenSj.when 
feme Embafladors from theEaft,had offered to King Hen* 
ry the fecond, the Kingdome of Hierufalem \ the King de- 
%ned the firft Sunday in Lent for his day of anfwer.Upon 
whiqh day there met n London) the King, the Pacriarke of 
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Hierufalern, the Bifliops, Abbots, Earles,and Barons bf the 
Realme of England ; as alio William King of Scotland, and 
his brother D*i/fW,with the Earles and Barons of that coun- 
trie: Et habito inde cum deltberatione concilto>&c*znd then 
. and there upon mature deliberation^ was concludedithat 
though the King accepted not the title, yet he would give 
his people leave,to put themfelves into the a&ion,and take 
up the Croffe.¥or ai//// bufineffe of another nature,we find 
it on record that on the fourth Sunday inLent,next follow- 
ing, the fame King Henry Knighted his Sonne fohn, and 
fent him forthwith into /r*/^ .-Knighthood at thofe times 
being farre more full of ceremonie, than now it is. Which 
being but a preparation to Warre and Militarie matters, 
leades us unco fuch battailes,as in thefe times were fought 
on Sunday. Of which wee finde it in our Annalls, that in 
theyeere 1142. upon a Sunday being Candlemajfe dayJCmg 
Stephen was taken prifoner at the Battellof Lincolnex as al~ 
fo that on Holy-Creflh day next after, being Sunday too, 
Robert Earle of Gloucefter, Commander of the adverfe 
forces, was taken prifoner at the Battell of Winchester* 
So read we that on Sunday the % 5 • of Auguft, Amo n 7 3 . 
the King of France befieged and forced the Caftle of Dole 
in IfriVteiff*, belonging to the King of England: as aUb than 
on Sunday the 26. of September, Anno 1 198. King Richard 
tooke the Caftle of farcelesftom the King of France .More 
of this kinde might bee remembred, were not thefe fuffici- 
ent, to ftiew how anciently it hath bin the ufe of the Kings 
of England, to create Knights, and hold their Councels of 
Eftate, on the Lords day, as now they doe. Were not the 
others here remembred, fufficient to let us know, that our 
progenitours did not thinke fo fuperftitioufly of this day* 
as not to come upon the "fame unto the crowing of their 
Kings, or the publicke Synods of the Church ; or if neede 
were,and rfieir occafions fo required it, to fight as well on 
the Lords dayfis on any other. Therefore no Lords day Sab- 
bath hitherto, in the Realme of England. 

Ppa (5) Not 
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( 5 ) Not hitherto indeed. But in the Agethat follow-* 
edncxt, there were fome overtures thereof, fomeftrangc 
preparatives to begin one- For in the very entrance of the 
K*&*fe Hweden* 1 3. Age, Fulco, a French Prieft, and a notable hypocrite, as 



our King Richard counted him, and the ftory proves, ligh- 
ted upon a new Sabbatarian fancie ; which one of his aftb* 
ciates, Enftattus Abbat of Flay, in Norma*die> was fenn 
to fcatter here in England: but finding oppofition to his do- 



I2C2. hee comes better fortified, preaching from Towne 
toTowne, and from place to place, Ne \quu f^rum rernm 
venalium d'tebus 'Dom 'wicis exerceret, that no man fhou\d 
prefume to Market oathe Lords day. Where by the way 
we^may obferve, that notwithftanding all the Canons and 
Edictebefore.remembred,in the fifth Chapter of this Book, 
and the third Seftion of this Chapter; the Engltjh kept 
their Markets on the Lords day* as they had done former- 
ly: as neither being bound to thofe,which had beene made 
by forraine States-; or fuch as being made at home, had 
long before been cut in pieces by the Sword of the -Nor- 
man Conqueror- Now for the eafier bringing of the people 
toobey their dilates they had to ffiew,a warrant fentfrom 
God himfelfe, as they gave it out. The tide this, Mand*- 
turn fanHum Dominica did quod de cceto venit Hierttfz- 
lem>&c. cc An holy Mandat touching the Lords day 9 which 
u camedowne from Heaven,unto //#>r#/*/ew,fbund on S. 
u Simeons Altar in gdgothawherc Chrifl was crucified for 
ss the fins of all the world': which lying there three dayes 
*< and as many nights, ftracke with fuch terrour all which 
* c few it, that falhng on- the ground-, they befought Gods 
* met<ry. Atlaft,thePatriarch,and Ak*rias the Archbifliop 
cc (of I knpw not whence)ventured to take into their hands 
*< that dreadfull Letter,which was written thus. Now wipe 
your eyes,and looke a while on the Contents; which I (hall 
render with as much brevitie, as the thing requires. Ego 
Domiptu qui pracepi pobit Ht oh[ervarctis dtimfanRum 



dtrine, he went backe againe . The 




after, being 
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l}$miti£tim>&nonckftodiiftis eum,&t. " I am the Lord 
w wrrich hath commanded to keepe holy the Lords day* 
•* and you have not kept it, neither repented of your 
< r finnes, &e. I cauled repentance to bee preached unco 

you, arid you beleeved not. Then lent I Pagans amongft 
* you, Sec. and becaufe you did not keepe the Lards day 
« holy, I punifhed you a while wkh famine, Sec, There- 

fore 1 charge you all, chat from ttfc ninth houre on the 
" SaiHrday^ht&lSm-rifa no man pre- 

« fame to doe any worke, but what is good ; or if he doe f 
« that he repent bimof the fame 1 ; Verily I fay and fweare 
« unto you by my Seate and Throne, and by the Ckrubixs 
'«* that keepe my; Seate, that if yoft doe not-hearken to this 
^my l Nlamfet,~ I Will no more lend to you any other Epi- 
cc ftle ; (but 1 will open the Heavens, and raine upon yon 
V ftonesiand^veod, and fcalding water, &c» This I avow, 
«°that yOulhall dyethedeath/orthe Lordsdrf and other 
** feftivals of my Saints, Which you have not kept : and I 
« will fend amongft you beafts with the heads of Lyons, 
« and the hake of women j and the tay\es of Camels ; and 
« they (hall eate you and devoure you. There is a jjreac 

- deale more of this wretched ftufte : out I am weary ofjtbu- 
fing both rny paines and patience. Onely I cannot chufe 
but wifti, tnat thofe who have enlarged their Lords day 
Sabbath to the fame extent ,would either fhew us fome foch 
Letter,or bring us any of the miracles which heraiter fbl- 

- low ; or otherwrfe be pleafed j to lengthen out; the feftivals 
QftheSaints in the felfe-fame manner, as by this goodly 

- Script they are willed to doe. 

(6) 'But to proceed^he faid SnftathiHs thus furnifhed, 
and h^vmgfonndbut ilHiicceffe, the'former yeere, in the 
Southetiie parts, where he did AnglU PraUtos predicate 
one fact mdeftare, difturbe the Prelates by his preachings* 
as my Author hath it ; he went up to Torke. There did he 
preach his doiStrines, and abfolve fuch as bad offended : 
conditioned/ that hereafter they did fhew irtore iwerence 
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unto the Lords day, and the other holy dayes, doing no fer- 
vile works upon them;Ata fadiebus DominicU extrctrtnt 
forum rerum venalmm, particularly, that on the Lords day 
they (hould hold no Markets. The people hereunto aflen- 
ted, andf romifed they would neither buy.nor fellon the 
Lords day, Nifi forte cibum & potum pratereunttbusfixqe^ 
ting meat and drinke to paffengers. Whereby it feemes, 
that not withft^nding all this terrour,mea were permitted 
yet to travel! on the Lords day, as they had oceafion. 
This commingto the notice of theKing,and Councelljiny 
men were all fetched up; fuch ipecially qui in dnbm T)c~ 
mime is forum rerum venalhm dtjecerant, which had di- 
sturbed the Markets, and overthrowne the Boothes and 
Merchandice on the Lords day : and made to fine unto the 
King, for their mifdemeanourv Tlien were they faine to 
have. recoutfe to pretended miracles. A Carpenter-tnaking 
a wooden pinne, and a woman making up hef webbe,both 
after three on Saturday, in the afternoone ; are luddenly 
fmitten with thePalfey* Acertaineman of Naffcrton,bz- 
king a Cake on Saturday night* andkeepin^ part untill the 
morrow, no fooner brake it for his breakfaft, but it guQied 
out blood. A'Miller of tVak* field, grinding Come on Sa- 
turday after three of the clockeinftead of Meale,found his 
binne full of blood : his Mill-vvheele ftanding ftill of its 
®wne accord. One or two more there are of the lame edi- 
tion. Andfo I thinke is that related in the lAttsarAMe* 
numentS) out of an old Booke, intituled, ^6 Regibus An- 
git* } which, now I am fallen upon thefe Fables, fhall bee 
joy ned with them. " Km% Henry the 2 . faith the Story, 
« being zt Cardtjfe in Wales > and being to take horfc,therc 
« ftood a certaine manby him having on him a white coat, 
« andbeing>bare-foot, who looked upon the King, and 
u fpake in this wife; Good old King, hhn 'Baptiji and 
u Peter flraightly charge you,that on the Sundates through- 
*' out all your Dominions, there be no buying or felling 
u nor any other fervile bufinefle^ (thofe onely execpn 
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« which appertaine to the preparation of meat and drink:) 
« which thing if thou fhalt obferve, whatfoever thing thou 
«Vtakeft in hand, thou {halt happily finifli. Adding withal!, 
•« that unleffe he did thefe things, and amend his life, hee 
« fliould heare fuch newes within the twelve-moneth, as 
« would make him mourne till his dying day. But to con- 
clude, what was the iffue of all this 3 this terrible Letter^and 
forged miracles ? That the Hiftorian tels us with no finall 
regreat, informing us that notwithftanding all thefe mira- untie*., 
cles,wherby God did invite the people toobferve this day: 
i>opHlf€4 plw timens reriampotcftatem> qnkm divinam* the 
people fearing more the Kings power,than Gods,returned 
unto their Marketting, as before they did. 

(7) I fay that the Hiftorian tells it with no fmall re- 
great ; for in that paflionate difcontent he had faid before, 
that inimicHS hnmani generis, the Devill envying the pro- 
ceedings of this holy man,fo farre fo pofleflcd the King and 
the Princes of darkeneffe, (fo he calls the CouncellJ that 
they forthwith proceeded againft them who had obeyed 
him. Which makes me thinke, that this Enftathius was a 
familiar of the Popjes, font hither for the introducing of 
thofe rq^raintSjWhichiiadbeene formerly impofedon moft 
parts of Chrifiendome ; though here they found no enter- 
tainement.The Popes had found full w£l,how ill their juft- 
lings hadfucceeded hitherto,with the Kings of £niU n d>oi 
the Norman race: and therefore had recourfe to their won- 
ted arts, by prodigies and miracles to infnare the people, 
and bring them fo unto their bent. And this I doe the ra- 
ther thinke, becaufe that in the following yeere, tAnno 
1 20 3 . there was a Legate fent from Rome* to William King 
of Scots, with feverall prefents, and many indulgences. 
Qu£ qnoniamgrato accepit animojeodem concilio approbanti Heft, Boct. lib* 
defretnm efl,&c. " Which he accepting very kindly, it 13, 
« pleafed him with the approbation of his Parliament at 
w that time a(fembled„to paffe a Law, that Saturday from 
c * twelve at noonefhould bee counted holy ; and that no 
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c < man Ihould deale ift fiich worldly bufineflfes, as on 
« the Feaft-dayes were forbidden. As alio that at the 
« founding^of the Bell, the peopicfnouid beVrafied only 
cc about holy a&ions,goiog to fermons^hearing the Ft/pen 
«* or the Evenfong: tdq 3 rffc in diem lun* facer w,and that 
ct they fhould continue thus uncillmonday morning; ape- 
c < naltiebeing laid, on thofe who ihould^oe 4ie contrary* 
So pafled it then, and in the yeere 1 2i«ffome eleven yeeres 
after it was enacted in a Parliament at Scent, un4qr Alex* 
andtr the third j Kingof the Mots, that none fhould &(h in 
any, waters, A die babbatipofl v<Jp;ras ufy ad diem /una 
pop on um folu , from Saturday after Evening Praycr,untili 
Sunne-rifing on the Monday* This after was confirmed in 
the firft Pari lament of King James the firft ; and is to this 
day called the -Saturday e* ^/ap.So eafily did the Popes pre- 
vaile with our now friends of Scotland • that neither mira* 
cle, nor any fperiall packet from the Court of Heaven,was 
accounted neceffary* 

( 8 ) But here with usin Englandk was riot fo, though 
now xhe Popes had got the better of King Mtfjthat unhap- 
py Prince ; and had in Canterbury an Arcbbifltop of their 
owne appointment^ ven that Stephen L*yMon$foo\£ whom 
fo much ftrife was raifed.Which notwithftanding,and that 
the King was then a Minor, yet they proceeded here with 
great care and eautionund brought the holy daws intoor^ 
der, not by command Or any DetretaU from Rome % but by 
aCouncell held at Oxford, sAwoixiz, where amongft 
ccher Ordinances, tending unto the government of the 
Ghurch , the boh dttyes were divided into thele three 
ranfces. In the firft ranke were thofe, <p<e omni verier atto- 
rn firvanda er#*t> which were to be obfervcd with all re- 
verence and folemnkie :of which fort were omnes dies Do- 
■mi*ici$ &c* aU Smdajes in the yeere, the Feaft o£(hriftt 
Nttivitie, together with all others now ohferved in the 
Ghurch of England ; as alfo all the Feftivals ofnrfie Virgin 
Marjy excepting that of. her Ccptepuerttwhkhwas left at 

Jaree; 
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large ; with diverfe which have fince beene abrogated. And 
a>nclHfion^/f/?f«w dtdutftuiis cuitfiibes Scdefi* infu* 
jf&tpkiti the WAk$i x orftf$s ofdety 
C^unehfs 9 in their proper fanfhes, are there determined to 
be Icept with the fame reverence and folemnitie , as the 
Ny» was this of the Wakes , Orfeafij of 
^'M#^ : ?ny ii?w devicei fcut fijeh^u could plead a fairs 
origin^fe^ theCooncell held in Anno %\ 3 , if 

it yyept npj&gber* For* in a Catalogue there made of fuch 
prin^ipali r as annually were to. be oW^rved ; they 
cefykoii 4&s*tK Qm ** l+W'i * ,the Confargtiw Feasl 3 or 
IfW* af.,^^;Ujet^f^liF ; }: ; ^ place It in?»6 lower ranKe, 
in reference tothe folemnkie of the feirie y than Satttr* 
Whit font>dt> and if he jreft £>f the greater fcfovAti. Novy, in 
thofe pgifi^die <-^*fef» Offeafisptdedic^im^^c cither 
hek( upon the y&f My on > °r £he ; ^ tQ 
which, 4]ey had fir ft b 

that So many holy dayes brought no fenaii detriment to the 
Common-wealth ; k came topaffe, that generally thefe 
Wdk&><xfe4ftj<£dt<it$Mtw relpiced undll the 
^yfpUo^i^grSfvyee npvv .^jb^rve; t^em* Of the next 
tanke pf Feafis in this Couqcell mentioned, wererhofe, 
which we^e <by Prjeft and Curate to be celebrated moft 
dqvoutly^ with:all fdue perK>rm^nce^i mwrtbus operibns 
prvilibwx fecuridfitTp confustiidinem loci , 4lfeMebtyi>Ufr-) 
diQii-i j^yile.wQfkes*^ 

«am natufe> .-according to the cuflome of the place , being 
layd afide. Such were Szirnt FabUn y and Stiafitan , and 
Some twentie more* which are tha*einlpecjfied,but novy 
m% of uife : #ftd ampngft the^he feftivall of Saint C f *rjp* 
was one ; which after, in the yeer? was made by 
Cbtcheley >then Archbifhop, a ^j/?/ duplex, and no lelfc. 
(blemnely to be obferved than the oiChnftmat. Of 
the laft rwk&of WfJ&tMe <?*'iw/ pofrApfern, 
fp*r,a r"ft* c *"* cowidib*n#fi$e£ ^tujttarn n^ \ V?her^ij| 
It was^rswedj th« Cjep mightier Ma/fc^urfije-t^eir 

Goiia- 
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Countrey bufineffes, though not before: and thefewere 
onely the O Haves of Epiphanie^nd of lohn the Haptift, 
and of Saint Peter, together with the tr inflations of Saint 
'Benedict, and Saint Marttn. But yet it feemes,that on the 
greater FeJitvals,thok of the firft ranke, there was no re- 
"ftraint of TtSage,zndof Shipping, ifoccafion were; and 
that neceflicie did require : though on ttiof&iiayc^Sury- 
dajes, and all before remembred, there ivas a generall re- 
ftraint of all other werkes. For-fc it ftandeth in the Titlej 
prefixt before thofe Feftivals : Hac funtfefta, in quibm* 
probibttti aim operibHS,concednntHr opera f grtCHltftra,& 
Carrncarnm. Whereby the way* I have tranflated Carrn- 
carnm^ Shipping : the word not being put for Plough or 
Cart,which may make it all one with tne word fore-going; 
but for Shippes and fayling* Carruca, fignifieth a Shippe 
of the greater burthen/uch as to this cfey we call CarreBsl 
which firft came from hence. And in this fenfe^the word 
is to be found inanEpiftlewrit by Gtldas ; Mis ad fa* 
remeantibns emergmt certatim de Carruchis , qnibus [nnt 
trans Scyticam vallem avefti. So then > as yet, Tillage and 
Sajlwg were allowed of on the Sunday ; i£as before I faid, 
Maitb.tfcfint<h occa fi°n were, and that neceflitie fo required. Of other 
iw/fcr." paflages confiderable in the Reigne of King Henry the 
third, the principall to this point and purpofe,are hisx>wne 
Coronation, on Whitfmday, anno j 220. two yeeres before 
this Councell; which was performed with great folemnitie 
andxroncourfe of people. Next, his beftowing the Order 
of Knighthood on Rtchard de Clare, Earle 6t gioncefter, 
accompanied with fbrtie other Gallants, of great hopes 
and Ipirit, oh -Wbitfunday xm. Anno r 245 . And laft of all, 
Z Parliament affembledon Mid-Lent Sunday, Parliament 
turn generaUffmnm , the Hiftorian calls it, the next yeere 
after. 

( 9 ) This was a faire beginning ; but they ftayed not 
here . For after, in a Synod of Archbifhop I flips , ( he was 
advanced unto that See, 4nnoi24Q.) it was decreed, 

de 
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defratrum noftrorum confilfaj; " with the aflent and coun- r ^ ^ 
« failc of all the Prelates then affembled , That on the* Faiis™'*' 
« principal} Feafis hereafter named, there (hould be ge- 
'« nattily, a reftraigt *farough all the Province,, abunmerfis 
H fervihbas opfribusttiamReipubi.utHibus, even from all 
*< manner of ferviieworkes,though otherwife neceflarie to 
« the Common-wealth. This generall reftraint, in refe- 
rence ; td the ^SV^^ to begin on- Saturday night, ab 
hora dicj Sabbat i yefpertina, as the Canon goes, not a mi- 
nutefboner : and that upon good reafon too f ne Indaica 
fnperfiitionu participes vide amir, left if they did begin it 
lboner,(as fome now would have us) they might be guiltie 
oFz.Imiflt fuperftitiom The* fame to be oblerved in/uch 
Other Feafis, qua, Qta* habcntVigiiias^yhofe Eves had for- 
merly beenQ.kepc. As alio that the- like reflraint fhould • 
be obferved, upon the Feafi of Chriftma* , Saint Stephen, 
SainC^afc», &C. and finally, On the Wakes, OV Dedication 
Feafis, which before wo fpake of. Now,fbr the Voorkes be- 
fore prohibired,though neoetfarie to theCommon-rwe^Itb; 
as we- may reckon Husbandrie, and all things appertaining 
thereunto; fo> probably wee may reckon Law-dajes, and 
aU-publicke Seffions in Courts of luftice \ in cafe they had 
not beene left off in former times, when as the Judges ge- 
4 fierall being of the Clerg }',might in obedience to the Canon of the 
Law, forbeare their Seffions on thofcdayes , the Lords day Laiv > 1 T •» ••3' 
eipecially . For, as our Saves in the Law have refolved it 
generally , that day is to, be exempt from fuch bufineffe, 
even by the fcomnwn Law, for tfye [olemnitie thereof, so the 
intent that people may apply themfehes to prayer, and Gods 
publicize fervice. Particular \yyFit\-Herbert tells us, That Nat. Bre&<tm y . . 
no Flea {hall be holden Qktndena Pafch*, beeaufe it i$xl-fol.i7. 
wayes on the Sunday, bm ic fhaVlbeholden Qrafimo Qui*- 
den*, Fafchdi, on the morrow after. So lufliceTtyerhzth 1 E/i^/w^, . 
refolved, That if a Writ of Scire Facias, out of the Common 
Pie a^beare f ?fte on a Sunday, it is an error, beemfc that day 
is v&tdies juridical in And fo it is agreed amongft 

them^;- 
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them, That oh VTim levied With Trot taMtiem.ac&tding 
to ths Statute of King Henry tht feveftth, if afiy^of the 
Proclamations be made on tn£ Lonrfr rfay , all *f thfcm are 
to be accounted erroneeus A&s. Bwt to #ttSrhfctfmdthe 
t4^ vvhere bfcfcte wee left : how-ever that Archbifiiop 
bangton formerly, arid iftp at the prclent time, had made 
thefe feveratl reftraitits from all fertile labours ; yet they 
were farre enough from entertaining any hivifh fkncit % 
ThzCaneh teft reiriembredi that of Simon Iflijh doth ex- 
preffe as much . But metfe partitiriatfy aftd pfchSually w£e 
may finde what was the judgement'of thefe times, in a full 
declaration of the fame, in a Synod at Lmbethwhbt time 
loin Peckham was Archbi&Op, which 1 w3s ift ! Armo vx%o. 
undvo.Li tlu It was thus determined. SciendHth ^fi^uodo^ligaffoadfe^ 
deOfjic.Arcbi- rianduin in Sabbat o Legali expiravit omritrioi &t m *< It is 
pwk a t0 b e underftood , that all manne* 6f ^ligation of re- 

" (ting on the Legali Sabbath, as Was Squired in thfc Old 
« Tettament, is utterly expired; With the Mother Cefettrt)- 
" nies. And now Efficient Irfth^New Teftamenti to 
« attend Gods fervice upon the £dn/r dayes>$iid the other 
" holy day es 9 ad hoc Etclefeaftica authoritdtedeputatis, ap- 
« pointed by the £W*ib to that ^hd and purpofe. The 
«« mannir of fandtifying all which 'Wijri > nvn e'(f Jitmendus 
t€ a fuperftitio'nt ^ Iuda\ta> fed k CanontcisinJittutis^ is hot 
« to be derived from any Iewijh fuperttition, but from the 
" Canons of the Church. This was exa£ , and plaine 
enough y and this "wis conftaAdy the DoSlrine of the 
Church of England, lohannes de Burgo, who lived about 
the end of King Henry the fixt, doth almoft word for word 
refolve it lb, in his "Pupi/la eculi , part. 10. c. ri # D. 
For publike anions in thefe times, the greateft and mott 
not^lc, were ri tne Coronation of King Edward'lht firfi, 
upon the Sunday* after the - 'ofjfilmptim of the" Virgin 
€ ry, together with Eleanor his Qu&ne , vf»w 1275. 
the Knighting of King Edward the third, cum mult ts alt is 
]uvembus gineropS) with many other young Noblemen, by 
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the Earle o{ Lancaster ; and afterwards, his Coronation 
on the fame day too, being Sunday, and then Candlemds 
Eve , Anno 13 3 7. 

(10 ) Yet finde wee not in thefereftraints, that Mar. 
ketting had beene forbidden , either on the Lords day, or 
che€therfc*/y ; and, indeed, it was not : That came 
in afterwards , by degrees ; partly , by Statutes of the 
Rcalme ; partly, by C* mrl5 °f the CWc/; • not 3 tilI all Na- 
tiois elfe had long layd them downe. For, in the % 8. of 
King Edward the thirdvc>*/>« 14* it was accorded and efta- 
bliftied , That i&etotng of SKJcdU* Ojall be maOe at t&e 
Staple efcerg oap of tfte GOT £ke, ercept ttje Sunday ano f ttz 
folemne Feafts in tfoe peere* This was the firft reftraint in 
this kind,with us herein England*, and this gives no more 
priviledge to the Lords day , than the folemne Feftivds. 
Nfcr was there more done in it, for almoft an hundred 
yeeres ; not, till the time of Henry the fixt, Anno 1444. Amlq. Brit, in 
what time , Archbifhop Stafford decreed throughout his Stafford* 
Province, ut Ts^undina & Emporia in Ecclefiis yaut Ccemi- 
terii*, dicbafque Domimcis attpte Fefiti, prat erqnam tew 
pore wejfis,non teneantur , <c That F aires and tJHarkets 
« (hould no more belcept in Churches, and Church yards, 
« or on the Lords day es, or the other bo/y dayes , except in 
« time of Harvefi onely. If in that time they might be 
faffered , then certainely in themfelves they were not un- 
lawful! on any other; further, then as prohibited by the 
higher Powers. Now, that which the ArchbiQiop had de- 
creed throughout his Province, ^iv(?rr/?,Lord Major of \ 
London, attempted to exceed within that Citie* For,/>* vabhm Gfero*< - 
t his yeere, (aith Fabian, ( Anno 1 444) <m jiCt ^9 as wade by nkU* 
author it ie of the Common Count ell ] of London $ That upon 
the Sunday fbould no manner of thing Within the Franchifi 
of the Cttie be bought or fold , neither ViBuaH , nor other 
thing: nor none Artificer fhould bring his Ware unto any 
man to become , or occupied r that day as Taylors (jar** 
ments r and Cordwayncrj Shoots) and fo Ithmje all dther 

Occupations* * 
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Occupations. But then it followeth in the Storie, The 
Which Ordinance held but a While : enough to flhew , by 
the fuccefie, how ill it doth agree with a Lord Major, to 
deale in things about the Sabbath. Afterwards , in the 
yeerei45i. which was the 28. of this HenrtesRcignc, 
itpleaicdthe King in Parliament, to ratifie what before 
was ordered by the Archbilhop, in this forme that follow- 
*8.h 6. c.i(. ech. Conquering tlpe abominable imurfe* ano offence* 
Done to Almightie God,anD to bte Saints, altoape* apDer* 
ano Gngular afltftants in our neceffft tes, bp tfje occaCon of 
Faires anO Markets upon tfytiv blgbanD principall Feafts ; 
Z*> in tfce Feaft of flje Afcenfion of our Lord, in ffce Dap of 
Corpus Chrifti t in tt)Z Dap Of Whitfunday,Trinitie Sunday, 
anD otfcr Sundayes ; ns alio in t&e &f$> Feaft of t&e Af- 
iumption of our Blefled Lady, VjZ Dap of All Saints, anD OH 
Good Friday, accuftomablp anD mUerablp Ijoloen anD ufeo 
in flje tfealme of England, gc» our^oteratgne lojoflje 
fctng, <f c. earn 0 jDafneo, %\f&t all manner of Faires ano 
Markets on tfce faf D principall Feafts, anD Sundayes, anD 
< Good Friday,0)all clearelp ceafe, from all Vetoing of anp 

Goods anD Merchandifes,neceffarie Vjftuall onelp ejtxcpt, 

(which yet was more than was allowed in the Citie-Aft) 
upon patne of forfeiture of all t&e Goods afojelaf 0 to t&e 
iOjDof tlje Franchifeo>Libertie,ftj&ere fac& Goods be 
0 1 ftail be OjetoeD, contrarfe to t&fe Ordinance ; f be foure 
Sundayes fn Harveft ejeept Which Claufe or refervation 
flieweth plainely, that the things before prohibited, were 
not efteemed unlawfull in themfelves : as alio, that this 
Law was made , in confirmation of the former Order of 
the Arch-Bifhop, as before was laid. Now, on this Law, I 
finde two Reflations made , by my Lords the Judges. 
Firft, Juftice Brian, in the 12. ot King Edward the fourth,' 
declared, That no fale made upon a Sunday , though in a 
Faire or Market o v ert, (for Markets, as it feemetlb were 
not then quite layed downe , though by Law prohibited) 
ihall be a good fale, to alter the prcpertie of the goods. 

And 
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And Ploydon , in the time of Queene £li\abeth , was of 

opinion , That the Lord of any Faire or Market kept upon T>attom Iujtice, 

the Sunday ycontrarie to the Statute,?**^ therefore be endued cap. 27. 

for the King or Queene , either at the Affifes , or gentrall 

Gaole-dehverie, or Quarter Seffions,\fc/f^tf that Count ie. 

If lb, in cafe fuch Lord maybe endited for any Faire or 

Market kept upon the Sunday , as being contrarie to the 

Statute : then, by the fa'me reafon* may he be etidited, for 

any Faire or Market kept on any of the other holy d*jes> 

in that Statute mentioned. 

(1 1) Not flayed it here. For in the yeere 1 46y.which 
was the fourth yeere of King Edward the fourth, it plea- 4.5^, 4. f . 7> 
fed the King in Parliament to ena£l as followeth* £2)ur 
feo&erafgne jlojd fte fttng, <rc* baft oj&afaea ana efta* 
bUQeO, C&af ItO Cordwainer 0* Cobler, tutftta f|)0 Cf f te 
of London , o? toft^ftt ft?* mfle* of an? part of fte fata 
Cff fe, f c. Doe upon anp Sunday f n fte peere , oj on fte 
Feafts of fte Afcenfion, oj Nativitie of <Hir Lord , OJ on 
fteFeaft of Corpus Chrifti, fell o? coinmana fo be fola 
anpShboes, Huleans, (i. e. Bootes) ojGaloches; oj 
upon fte Sunday , 0^ anp oftet of fte fafD Feafts , ftaii 
ttt 01 put upon fte feet 0% legges of anp peifon , anp 
Shooes,Hufeans,o* Galoches; upon pafne of fojfeiture 
ano loflfe of ffeenf it (fttlUng*, a* often as an? perfon (frail 
Doe COnfrarte to ft Ordinance. Where note, that this 
reftraint was onely for the Citie of London, and the parts 
about it : which fhewes, that it was counted lawfull in 
all places elle. And therefore there muft be fome par- 
ticular motive , why this reftraint was layd on thole of 
London onely either their inlblencies, or fome notorious 
negledl: of Gods publike fervice : the Cjentle Craft had 
otherwile beene ungently handled , that they, of all the 
Tradesmen in that populous Citie, ftiould be lb reftra:- 
ned. Note alio, that in this very Ait> there is a referva- 
tion or indulgence fOJ fte faljaWfant* of S.Martins le 

Grand', to Doe aa fojmerlp ftep toere aeeuffomefc , tlje 
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faf D Aa o* Statute nottoitbttanofag. Which very Ciaufe 
if.of did after move King Henry the eight to repeale this Sta- 
H.8. cap tute, that fo all others of that Trade might be free, as they : 
or,as the very words of the Statute are,2Ebaf to tbe honour 
ofaitnfgbtfe<I5oMlltbe iHfog0fubfe(W mfgljt be bere« 
after at tytlv llbertte , as foell a* tbe tnbabftant* of Saint 
Mirtins le Grand. Yet here it is to be obferved, that 
hovvfbevcr men were thus reftrained from following cer- 
t?ine bufmeffes on the Lords day , they were, for all thar, 
fLffjred to enjoy their Uwfull plea/tires, on the fame ; fiich 
flea fares fpecially, as might tend to encreafe of manhood, 
anddid not draw men on to unthriftie courfes. For, in a 
Statute made in the i %. yeereof Richard the lecond , it 
teas accojOeD ano affenfe8 3 2Ebat no Servant of Husbandry, 
0% Labourer, noj Icrtunt of Artificer, o% Vi&ualler , ©all 
from bencefojtb beare anp Sgncfeler, & toojO,no> SDagger, 
upon fotfeffure of tbe feme, tc* but fucb Servants ano 
Labourers (gall bate Bowes atlB Arrowes, anD life tbe 
fame tb^Sundayes ano holy-dayes,anO leafce all plagaf 
Tennis, oj Foot-ball , an& Otber (Etamof calleD Coytes, 
Dice, Calling of the Stone, Kailes, anO otfcer facb impty 
tune [ojunfbjfftfej <55ame« : tbe Sberiffes,Majors r Bay- 
liffes,anoConftables, batrfng potoer to arreftalloaer* 
agafnft tbte Statute, Cap. <?. This Statute, in the n. of 
King Henry the fourth, Cap. 4. wasagaine confirmed; it 
being there foUteo , fljat ft be finitely bolfien ano kept : 
and afterwards, it feemes, fet on foot againe by King Ed- 
Ward the fourth. For, by the Troeme of the Statute, 17. 
of this King Edward the fourth,^. 3. it feemeth, (bat 

manp in t bat tfme, ofo fpeno tbefc holy dayes , in Dice. 
Q uoites,Tennis,Bowling, ano tbe tffte unlatofull <&mz*> 

fOjblDOen (as is there affirmed) bp tbe HatDe0 Of tbe 
Kealme. Which faid unlawfull Games are thereupon 
prohibited, under a further penaltie in the Statute mentio- 
ned. By which it is molt manifeft , that the prohibition 
was not onely in reference to tbe time, Swdajes> or any 

other 
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other holy dayes ; but chiefely to the Games themfelves, 
which were unlavvfull at all times : as tending to tfes tm* 

prterffttng of feme , arm flje pernicious example of 

Urterfe others of tlje iMttg* iLfege people* So,that the Re m 
creations by the Law prohibited, were onelyof a riotous 
and unthnftie nature ; and thereupon forbidden by King 
Edward the fourth , at all times indifterently : Dancing, 
and other paftimes of that harmeleffe qualitie,being meane 
while permitted, and purfued accordingly ; asweefhall 
fee at large in the next Seftion. For publike ailions in 
chefe times , the greateft were the Coronation of King 
Henry the fifth, on PaJJion Sunday , Anno 1 41 3 . together 
with the Battailes of T w/0w,and Barnet; one, on Paime- 
Sunday ; and the other, on Eafier day : the greateft Fields 
that ever were fought in England. 

(1 2) Now, for the DoUnne and the practice of thefe 
prefent times ; wee cannot take a better view , than in 
John de ^/*yg0,ChancelIor of the Univerfttie of Cambridge 
about the latter end of King Henry the fixt. Firft, do&ru vufilk Ocu^ff. 
nallj he determineth, as before was faid, that the Lords day x ol * . 11 . bl 
was inftituted by the authorise of the Church \ and that 
it is nootherwile to be obfcrved, than by the Canons of 
the Church wee are bound to keepe it. Then,for the name 
of Sabbath > that the Lords dajj & qu&libet dies fiatuta ad ld.lb. E. 
divinam cuhuram* and every day appointed for Gods pub- 
like fcrvice, may be fo entitulea, becaufe in them wee are 
to reft from all fervile workes; fuch as are Arts Mecha- 
nicke, Husbandry, Law-dayes, . and going to Markets, with 
other things, qu& ab Ecclefia determmantur> which are de- 
termined by the Church. Laftly, that on thofe dayes, 10- U*fm 9. eapj* 
ftftendHmeft oratianibust&c. wee muft be bufied at our H « 
frayer^ the publike fer vice of the Churchy in Hymnes,and 
in IpiritualiSongs, and in hearing Sermons. Next,/>r*ff i- 
caUy , for fuch things as were then allowed of , hee doth 
ibrt them thus. Firft, generally, T^on tamen prohtbentur 
his ditbm facer e qu& pertinent ad providentiam nccefiario- 
^. Qq runt, 
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c^c. Wee are not thole dayes reftrained from doing 
fuch things, as conduce to the providing of neceffaries ci- 
ther for our felves,or for our neighbours x as, in preferring 
of our perfons,or of our fubftance ; or,in avoiding any lofie 
that might happen to us* Particularly next , fi jacennbm, 
&c. In cafe our Corne and Hay,in the fields abroad,be in v .< 
danger of a tempeft, wee may brins it in , yea, though ic 
be upon the Sabbath Butchers ana Victuallers j if chey 
make readieon the holy dayes, vthzi they muft fell the mor- 
row after,cither in open Marketer in their Shops ; in cafe 
they cannot dreflc it on the day before ; or being drefled, 
they cannot keepe it : non peccant mortalitcr, they fall not 
by fo doing, into mortall finne. VeElores meremm , &c. 
Carriers of Wares,or Men,or Vi#uals,unto diftanDplaces, 
in cafe they cannot doc it upon other dayes without in- 
convenience, are to be excufad. Barbers and Chirurgions, 
Smithes or Farriers , if on the holy dajes they doe the 
ii. ife» M.. workes of their daylylabour , efpecially propter ne&Jfita* 
tern eorum qnibtu [trvinnt, for the neceffities of thofe who 
want their helpe, are ex<:uf able alio ; but not, in cafe they 
id. ih*,N* . doe it chiefely for defire of gaine. Meflengers, Pofts, and 
Travellers, that travaile,if fomefpeeiall occafion be,ott the 
holy dayes ; whether they doe it for reward, or not $ nan 
audeo condemnare , are not at all to be condemned. AS 
neither Millers,which doe grinde either with Water-Mils, 
or Wind^Mils', and fo can doe their worke without much 
labour ; but they may keepe the cuftome of the place in 
the which they live, not bein^ otherwife commanded by 
td^ib. 0. their Ordinaries : fecm ft tralin jumentorum nwltHratnf** 
cimt ; but if it be an Horfe-Mill, then the cafe is altered. 
So^baying andfellingon thofe dayes, in fome prefent exi- 
gent, as the providing neceffarie Vi&uals for the day, was 
not held UnlawfuH: dumtamen efercentes ea non /ultra- 
hmt fe Divinis Officii*, in cafe they did not thereby keepe 
themfel ves from Gods publike fervice. Laftly, for Recrc* 
*tions> for dancing on thofe dayes, hec determines thus: 

* That 
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« That they which dance on any of the holy dayes, either 
«* to ftirre themfelves,or otliers, unto carnaK lufts, commit 
« mortall ftnne ; and fo they doe (faith he) in cafe they doc 
« it*ffj<%. Butitisotherwife,ifthey<i^ruponhoneft 
« caufes,and no naughtie purpofe ; and' that the perfons be 
« not by Law reftrained. Choreas ductules % maxime m 
diebm feftit, canfa incitandi fe,v6laltoi> ad peccatnm mot- 
tale 9 peccant mortaliter : & fimiliter fi in profeftis diebus 
hoc fiat : /ecus fihoc fiat excaufa bonefta,& intent ionc non 
corrupt a, & a ptrfon*> cui talia non funt prohibit a .-as hec 
at large rcfolves the matter. Which his determination, 
compared with that before rcmembred,ouc of the Statute* 
Lawcs of Richard the fecond, King Henry the fourth, and 
King Edward the fourth, make the matter plainc , that in 
thcie times all honcft Recreations were permitted on the 
Lords day and the other holy dayes* which either might en- 
able the body, or refrefh the mindc. 

(13) As for the times of King Henry the eight, wee 
cannot have a better warrant for theDoflrine then , than ♦ 
by two publike Writings , in thofe times fet out. The 
Prelates , and other learned men of the 6 ngfipj Clerrr** 
had in the latter end of that Princes Reigne, fet forth a 
Bookc, which they entituled, The institution of a Chriltert 
man; containing the expofition or interpretation of the 
Common Creed, the feven Sacraments, the ten Comman- 
dements , &c. This Booke they publifhed in the yecrc 
x 53 7. fubferibed it with the names of ill the Birtiops then 
in being,cight of the Archdcacons,and feventeene Do6tors 
of chiefe note ; and dedicated to the King ; « fubmitting epiflteVedic* 
<* it to his moft excellent wifedome,and cxaft judgement, 
« by him to be recogni(cd,over-fccne^ndcorreacd,ifhc 
« found any word or fentence in it , meet to be changed, 
« qualified/* further expoundcd,for the plainc letting forth 
rt of his moft vertuous defirc and purpofe in thatbehalfe, 
(for at his inftancc and command it was undertaken.) Some 
fixe yceres after that, Anno 1543. the Worke attaining to 

CLq * good 
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good credit , and having beene both (eene and well Kked 
by the Lords Spirituall and Temporall , and the Nethef 
Houleof Parliament; it was fet out againe by the Kings 
Commandement, under the Title of, A neetfl*rtc Dotlrine 
and erudition for any Chriften many with an Epiftle of the 
Kings, To all hU faitb/nll and loving S nbjetts : « Wherein 
« it is affirmed, to be a true declaration of the true know- 
" ledge of God and his Word,with the principal! Articles 
« of Religion, whereby men may uniformely be led and 
« taught in the true underftandins of that, which is necek 
« farie for every Chriften man to know , for the ordering 
" of himfelfe in this life, agreeable unto the will and 
<c pleafureof Almightie God, NowinthisBooke,which 
is the very fame, almoft, with that firft published by the 
Clergicy and had beene well allowed of, as before is (aid, 
by the Lords Spirituall and Temporall , and the Houfe of 
Commons, it is thus determined* 2L* touting fljfe Conv 
mandement , ftier^ is a notable Difference befto^netbte 
9 ano tbe ofber nfne. ifo>>a* fo. Auflin faffb, all tbc otber 
nfne be m&relp Mor all Cottimandements t ano belongeo 
8tot ottelp to the Jewes,anirall of&er people of tbe ESiojto, 
in f&e ttmt of tbe Old Teftament, bat alio belong noto to 
all Chriften people, fit tfte New Teflament. HBnf t&f* 

jajecept of tbe Sabbot, a« concerning reft from booflp 
labour, tbe feventhday, fe Oeremoniall , an& perfafneB 
Onelp to flje Tfewes, in tfte Old Teftament, bzfo je tbe com* 
mfog of Ghrift , an& peffafoetb not to na Chriften 
people; in tfte New Teftament. $et>erf belefle , as com 
cerntagfbe ipirituallReft ) tDbtcb fe figmreoano fignffiea 
bp tbte eojpojall iieft, fbaf is to Tap, iaeft from all 
carnall too^bes of tbe flefy, ano all manner of fimte; 
fbte pjecept ^MoralUano remafnefbttnirant) bfaoeffc 
fbem tbat belong onto Cbrift : ana not foj eberp fe- 
venthday onelp, bat foj all oape0> bonre*, ani> tim*. 
i% at all times toe te botinO to reft from ftilfilltag our 
fcteo* cmm tetttjfflD pteatoees, &e. $ m fcermoje , be* 
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fiocs tbfo ipirituall Reft, tobfeb c&fefelp an& pjinefpallp (0 
requireo of us , foe be bound bp tbio pjeeept, at certaine 
times, to eeafe from booilp labourite to gibe our minors 
entirely and holly untO(i5oO;tObearetbe Divine Service, 
appjobeo, ufeo,ano obferbeo fn tlje Cburcb; ano alfo fbe 
Word or God ; to aeftnofoleoge our ofone finfulneffe unto 
©00, ano W great mercie ano goooneffe to us; togfte 
tbanfccs unto bfmfojbte benento ; to make publifee ano 
common prayer fo* all tJjtngO tueOUill ; to bfftt tbe Bcfee, 
to fnftwt eberp man bi0 Cbttojen ano ifamilp In bertue 
ano goooneOe, ano fucb otfcer Ufee toojbes. OTbfcb tbfng0 
altbougb all Chriften people be bouno unto bt> tbio Com* 
manfcement, pet tbe Sabbots day, tobicb io calleo tbe 
Saturday, {0 not note p^efcrfbeo ano appotnteo hereunto, 
80 if foa0 unto tbejewes; bat fa KeaO of tbe Sabbote day, 
fucceeoetb tbe Sunday , in tbe memoiie of Chriftis Mefiir« 
reftlon, anO alfo manp Otber holy and feftivall dayes, 
tobkb tbe Church batb ojOaineofrom time to time; tobfeb 
be calleo holy dayes, not becaufe one oap is mo?e accepta* 
ble to d&oo tban another , but becaufe tbe Church batb oj* 
baineMbat upon tbofe Oape0foe (boulo gibe our felbeo 
holely, toftbout anp impeo(ment,unto fucb holy workes,a0 
be befoje e*pjeOeo ; foberea0,upon otber Oape0, toe map 
boe ano applp our felbe0 to booilp labour, ano be tberebp 
mucb letteo from facb holy ano fpirituaii too jfee0. Now, 
left it might be thought, that nothing elfe was lawfiill to 
be done on the holy dayes,but that which is before remem- 
bred ; it pleaied them to explaine themfelves, and to adde 
as followeth : i/*7. That men mutt babe a fpecfall regaro, 
tbattbepbenot ober-fcrupulouo , 0; ratberfuperftitious, 
in abstaining from booilp labour on tbe holy day. 5Fo; 
nottoitb&anotng all tbaf 10 afoie fpoben , it io not 
meant, but toe? map upon tbe holy day gibe ourfeloe0 
to labour, foj fbe fpaeofe performance or tbe neceOarfe 
affaires of tbe Prince anO Common-wealth, at tbe com* 
tnanoemenf of tbem tbaf babe rule ano awtbotf f Ic tberein : 
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aito alio in all otger tfoieo of neceffitie $ a* fb? fabing of 
our Cojne ano catfell, toben it to Ufte to be in danger, 
a> lift* to be oetfropeo,.tfcremeofebenotbao in time, 
if e j tbts juffon ourSaviour taugbt us in ft* bolp Gofpei, 
anotoce neeo not babeanpgruogeoifcruple in Confci* 
slice, in cafe of fuel) neceffitie, to labour on tbe holy dayes; 
but ratber l»c ftjoulo offeno, if toe ttjoulD fo* fcrupuloGtfe 
nottabe, t&at €!eobatb lent Co» tbe ftiltenance ano retfefe 
of bio people, ano pet, in fucb timeo of neceflffffe, if tbetr 
bufineffe be not tier? great ano urgent, men ougbt to babe 
facb regard to tbe holy day, tbat tbep Doe bctfoto fome 
conbenfent time, in bear wg Divine Service , as ts afo je* 
UiH, . So that weefee,that by the publike Do&rine of thofe 
times , there was not any thing either determined , or al- 
lowed of, in the prefent bolinefle , but what was very con- 
fonant unto the Do^rine of the Fathers , andrefolutions 
of the Learned, in -the former times ; and what was fe- 
conded by the Mactyrs in this Church of Sngtand, and 
thofemoft excellent Princes which next followed*; ro 
which now wee haften. 



CHAP., 
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CHAP. VIII. 

The ftoric of the Lords day , from the 
reformation of Religion y in this 
Kingdonie, till this 
preient time. 



(i) The *Doftrine of the Sabbath, and the Lords day, 
.delivered by three feverali Martyrs , conformably to the 
judgement of the Proteftants, before remembred. (2 ) The 
Lords day, and the other holy dayes, confeffed by all this 
Kingdome y inthe Coutt 0/ Parliament, to have no otter 
ground, than the authorise of the Church. (3) The Mea- 
ning and occafion of that Clanfe in the Common Prayer** 
Book** Lord have mercie upon us, &c. repeated at the end 
of the fourth Commandement. {4) ThatbythejQueenes 
Injunftions, and the firfl Parliament of her Reigne 9 the 
Lords day Was not meant for a Sabbath day. (5) The 
'Dotirine in the Homilies delivered , abont the Lords day, 
and the Sabbath, (fi) The fnmme and fnbltance of that 
Homily • and that it makes not any ihinr< for tf Lords day 
Sabbath.' (7) The fir ft original! oft he New Sabbath Spe- 
culations , in this Church of England ; by whom>and for 
What can fe y invented. (8) Strange and molt r»onStrotts 
Paradoxes, yr cached on occafion of the former Dotttines • 
and of the other dangerous effetts thereof* (9) What care 
Was taken of the TuOms day, in King lames his Reigne; the 
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(preading of the former DoElrines ; and sf the Articles of 
Ireland. ( i o ) The Jewifh Sabbath Jet on foot - : and of 
King James his declaration about lawful! fports , on the 
Lords-day. ( 1 1 ) what Traits Were Writ and publijhed 
in that Primes time , in oppofition to the Dottrines before 
remembred. ( x$ ?) In fyhatxeftate the Lords day, and the 
other holy dayes, have flood in Scotland,y/w* the reforma- 
tion o/Religion in th*t Kingdome. (13) Statutes about 
the Lords day, made in the Reigne of our dread Soveraigne, 
now bein» j and the mifconjlruing of the fame : His Majeftie 
reviveth and enlargeth the declaration pf King James. 
(14) iAn exhort atUn to obedience unto his Majefties mofi 
Ghnitian purpofe, concludes this Hiftorie. 



(I) 

Hus are wee fafely come to thefe prefect 
times* the times or reformation : wherein, 
what ever had beene taught or done in the 
formet dayesawas publikely brought unto 
theTW?; 2nd if not well approoved of, 
layd afidceither as unprofitable,or plainly 
hiKtfull. So dealt the Re format ours of the Church of Eng- 
land^ with other thiogs,with that which wee have now in 
hand,the Lords day >md the other holy dayes : keepingthe 
a^T^as many of themes, were tliought convenient foctbc 
advancement of true godlinefle, and encreafe of pietie ; 
but paring off thefe fuperftkious conceits,and matters of 
opinion , which had beene entertained about- them*- Bile 
firft,before wee come to this, wee will, by way of prepara- 
tion, lay downe the judgments of lbme men in the prefenc 
point ; men of good qualitie in their times, and fuch as 
were content to be made a facrifice,in the Common Caufe. 
©fshefejfliall take notice of three particularIy*iccording 
sa the feverall tigies in. the whkhtfiey lived. And firftjvvee 
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vyillbeginne vvith Matter Fryr />, who fuffered in theyeere 

1 53 3 • who in* his 'Declaration ofHaptifme, thus declares 

himfelfe- « Oar fore-fathers (faith he) which were in the 

« beginning ofthe Church, did abrogate the Sabbath, to 

« the intent that men might have an enfample of Christian 

« /tfmjb &c. Howbeit becaufe it was necefary that 4 ^ 

« fhould be referved in which the people (hould come to^. 

c« gethe^to heare the Word of God^they ordained infteed 

cc of the -Sabbath which was Saturday, the next day fol- 

« lowing which is Sunday. And although they might have 

« kept the Saturday with the as a thing indifferent ; 

yet they did much better. Some three yeeres after him, 
Anno\tf6* being the 28. of Henry the 8. fuffered Matter 
T y« J*// ; who in his anfwer to Sir Thomas More, hath re- 
ceived it thus. <c As fbrthe Sabbat A -we be Lor*// <?z/* r r fc* p^ a ^ 
<c ^ Sabbath, and may yet change it into Monday, or into any 
« other day, as wee lee need ; or may make every tenth 
l< day holy day onely, if we feecaufe why .Neither was there 
« any caufe to change itjrom the fat utdy, but to put a diffe- 
« rence between us and the lewes ; neither need wee any 
H Wj^ac alljifthe^eoplemightbe taught without it. 
Laft of all, Bifhop Hoof try fomtimes Biffiop of (]loncefter, 
who fuffered in Queene Mines reigne, doth in a Treatife 
by him written on the* en Commtndements, and printed in 
the yeere 1 5 50, goe the felfe-fame way. « We may not 
" thinke ( faith hee ) that God gave any more holinejfe to a& X0J * 
u the Sabbath, than tothe other dayes. FCr if yee confider 
« Friday, Saturday or Sunday, in as much as-they be dayes r 
*' and the worke of God, the one is no more holy than the 
u other : but that day is alwayes moft holy } in the which we 
« moft apply and give our felves unto holy works.To that 
< c end did hzfantttfie the Sabbath Jay, mz that we fhouM : 
« give our felves to illneflfe 3 or fuch EthnicallpajUme as is 
« • now ufed amongft Ethnicatt people: but being free that 
« day from the travailes of this world, we might cOiifi- 
« der the works.and benefits of God, with chankefglving; 
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« heare the Word of God,honour him and feare him; then 
" tolearnewho, and where bee the poore of Chrift, that 
« want our helpe.Thus they: and they amongft them hare 
refolved on thele foure conclufions . Firft,7W one day u ko 
more holy than another Sunday than the Saturday or the 
Friday ; further than they are fet apart for holy ufes. Se* 
condly, That the Lords day hath no infiitution from divine 
authority, but was ordained by om fore-fathers in the be- 
ginning of the Church that fo the people might have a day 
to come together,and heare Gods Word : thirdly,7ltaf fttH 
the Church hath power to change the day* from Sunday unro 
Monday y or what day (he will. And laftly, That one day in 
(even, ts not the Morall part of the fourth Commandement : 
for M. Tyndall faith expreflely,that by the Church of God, 
each tenth day cnely may be kept holy y if wee fee caufe why. 
So that the marvell is tne gr eater ,that any manfhould now 
affirme, asfomemen have done, that they are willing to 
lay downeboth their lives and livings, in maintenance of 
thofe contrary Opinions, which in thefe latter dayes have 
been taken up. 

( 2 ) Now that which was affirmed by them, in their par- 
ticulars, was not long afterwards made good by the gene- 
rallbodyof this Church and State, the King, the Lords 
Spirituall and Temporall, and all the Commons met in 
5 . 6 . €(b*>. 6. Parliament, Amo the fif t and fixt of King Edward t he fixt ; 

whereto the honour of Almighty Gottjt was thus ena&cd. 
iFo; asmwebas men fee not at all time* fo mtaafaUto 
lau&anopjatfeeoo, fo reatrie to refojt to beare ©od* 
Ifroip Wdjd, ana to come to fte Ijoip Communion, $ c* a0 
tfcclr boun&n tmfp &otb require : tberefo?e, to call men 
to remembjance of tijefr Butte, ana ta belp tbefr infirm j* 
tie, ft ijati) bkrtz tobolefomelp pjotrioea tbaf fljere ftoula 
befomecertaine times and dayes appointed, toberefn ffte 
Chriftians GjOUlD ceafe from all kind of labour, ant) applp 

f bemfelbefi only ano tefeollp unf o tbe afo^fata holy works 
pwperl? pertaining to true fteltgfon, <r» «fc& toojfee* 

as 
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a* tfapmap toellfcrcallefc Gods Serviced tye rimes efpe* 
riailp appointed foj tye fame, are callea holy dayes : $of 
% tt)e matter OJ denature eifljer of tljS time o> day &c. 
fo*foaH dayes and times are ot Uke&olfaeflte, but foj flja 
nature and condition of fltcfe holy works, &c. totyreKltfo 
fttt&times and dayes arefancttSeD attD bailofoeO : that is 
to lay, feparatetr from all prophane ufes,am> osBkafeo not 
onto attp &atat oj Creature,but onelg unto God, nno 
tent too?flfcp.$ett&er t* it to be tt>ougbt,t&at fljere anp 
certaine time o% definite number of dayes, pjefcttbcfc in 
holy Scripture ; butttje-appointment boti) oUbrtime 5 an& 
alfo of tfte number of dayes, f&left bg W authoritie of 
Gods Word unto tf)S libertie of Chrifts Church to be De* 
fermtneD ano afffgneo o jDerlp in etierg Countrep,bp t&e 
Mftretfoittrftbe Rulers aiiDMinirters tbereofcastfjep ffcaii 
faoge moft eypeofenf, tor tbe true fetttng fo?t^> of Gods 
glojp, aiiBeWffcaffonoftljefr people* Nor j s i c t o bee 
thought, tharali this Preamble was made in reference to 
the k*ly dayes or Saints dayes only ; whofe being left to the 
author i lie ofthe Church jnzs never queftioned ? but in re- 
lation tothe Lords day alfc, as by the A6i ir felfe doth at 
full appeare ; forfo it followeth in the hSt s 315e tf tljerfo je 
enacteo, « e. Hftat ail tbe dayes hereafter mentfone^Ojali ^ 
b& kept antve ommanoeD to be kept holy dayes, anti none 
otlter t tftat to to Tap, all Sundayesm tbe peere^e $ eaffs - 
Of t^e Circumcifion of our Lord Jefas Ghrift, of tbe Epi- 
phanie,off^e Purification, (with all the reft now kept, and 
there named particularly) ailB tbat none Of ber flap Gjall be 
feept ana comntanoee to be Sept holy day, ano to ab&ame - 
fromlatofull&oDflp labow; Nay, which is more, there is 
a further Claufein the felfe-fame A£,which plainly fhewes 
that they had no-fuch thought of the Lords day, as that it 
was a Sabbath, or (b to be obferved, as the Sabbath was ; 
and therefore did provide it, and ena& by the author it ie 
dforefaid; 2Cj)at ft l&atl bU&tbfatt to ctjerp Husbandman, 
Esfcotf ei^R{ftermiiii,ar«>fe) aH»tt> efcerp other perion and 
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perfons, of tofjat ettate,Degr*, o* contrition f>e o* f&ep be, 
upon tbe holy dayes afojefafo in Harveft, oj at anp otber 
titmB in t\)t peere, to!)en neceffitie flhall fo require, to la* 
bour, rf oe, fill), 0* toojfee anp kf n& of toojfee, at tbefr free* 
toils ano pieafure: anp fotog totbte 0ct unto flje contrary 
nottoffyttattDtag* This is the totall of this Aft ; which, if 
examined well, as it ought to be, will yeeld us all thofe 
propofitions or conclu(ions,before remembred; which we 
colle&ed from the writings ofthofe thsee particular Mar- 
tyrs. Nor is it to be faid, that it is repealed, and of no au- 
thorise : Repealed, indeed, it was, inthefirftyeereof 
Queene Mary % and flood repealed in Law,thougn other- 
wife in ufe and prad^ice, allthelongReigneof Queene 
£ Itfabetb : but in the firft yeere of King lames* was* revi- 
ved againe. Note here, that in the felfe-lame Parliament, 
the Common Prayer Hooke, now in ufe, being reviewed by 
many godly Prelates, was confirmed and authorized : 
wherein fo much of the faid A&, as doth concerne the 
names and number of the holy dayes, is expreffed, and as it 
were incorporate into the fame. Which maJkes it manifeft, 
that in the purpofeof the Church,the Sunday was no other 
wife efteemed of than another holy day. Note further, that 
the Parliament had declared no more, than what had for- 
merly beene fet forth by the King himfelfe, Injunctions by 
him publiflied, e^faw 1 547. in the firft entrance of his 
Reigne, which being verbatim (in this point) fet out by 
Queene Elizabeth, I fhall deferreiintill we come unto her 
time. SothatbothbyEcclefiafticall, Regall, and Parlia- 
mentarie authoritie, the Lords day was confefled to be of 
very different nature from the former Sabbath. 

( 3 ) But to proceed, this Statute, as before we faid,was 
made in Anno 5. and 6. of £ dWard the fixth : And in that 
very Parliament, the Common Praycr-Booke was confir- 
med, which ftill remaines in ufe amongftus: feve, that 
1 sii* 7 1 there was an alteration 0 % aoWtfon of certatae Heltons to 
feenfeoanetjen? Sunday of tfy pew; tte fo;me of t&e 
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Lctanie alfereo anD cojrateii ; atrtftoa tmttnm nfiBeoiti 
t&eoeHfcerpoftl^ Sacrament onto -Or <Zomnmnxcmt8. 

Now in t his £ omrnm Prayer^Bao^e thus confirmed, in the 
fift and fixt yeeres of King Edward the 6. it pleated thofe 
who had the altering and revifing of it, that theComman- 
dements, which were not in the former Lttvrgie, allowed 
of in the fecond of the faid Kings Reigne y ftiould now be 
added, and accounted as a part of this : the people being 
willed to fay after che end of each Commandement, Lord 
have mercy upon us> and incline onr hearts to keepe this 
L*w* Which being ufed accordingly,as well upon the hea- 
ring of the fourth Commandement,as of any others; hath 
given fome men a colour to perfwade themfelves,that cer- 
tamely it was the meaning of the Church, that we fliould 
keepe a Sabbath ftill.though the day be changed ; and that 
wee are obliged to doe it, by the fourth Commandemenr. 
Afl'uredly,they who fo conclude.conclude againft the mea- 
ning of che Booked and of them that made it. Again!! the 
meaning of the Booke : for if the Booke had fo intended, 
that that ejaculation was to bee nnderftood in a literal! j 
fence according as the words are laid downe in terminis : 
it then muft be the meaning of the Booke, that we fliould 
pray unto the Lord,to keep the Sabbath of the levees* even 
the f veath day precifely, from the Worlds Creation > and 
keepe it in the felfe-fame manner, as the fewes once did ; 
which no man, I prefamc, will fay, was the meaning of it. 
For>of the changing of the d^ y there is nothing faid, nor 
nothing imimaced ; but the whole Law laid downe u ter- 
mnisi as the Lord delivered it. Againft the meaningalfo * 
of them that made it ; for they that made the Booke, and 
reviewed it afterwards and caiued thefepaffages and Pray- 
ers to be added to it ; Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbun l 
Ridley, Bifhopof London \ and certaine others of the Pre- 
lates, then and there affembled : were the fame men, hy 
whofe advice and counfaile, the before remembrea, 
aboat keeping hoi] dayeswzs in the felfe-fame Parliament 
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drawne up, and perfe&ed. They which confirmed the 
Booke, by them ib contrived, die felfe4ame Lords and 
Commons, which had confented thereunto. And hee by 
whofe moft fupreme power it was authorized; the very 
fame, which in his regall Injunctions* five yeeres before, 
andthofe continuing (till in force,' had abiblutely deter- 
mined of the Lords day, that it was not founded on the 
fourth Commandement. And isit poflible we fliould con- 
ceive lb ill of thofe reverend, wile, and facred perfons, as 
that they would ereft a Sabbath in the one /##,and beat it 
dovvnefo totally in the other: to tell us in the Service* 
Booke, that we are bound to keepe a Sabbath, and that the 
time and day of Gods publike worfliip, is either pointed 
out in the fourth Commandement^ or otherwife ordained 
by Divine Author hie ; and in the felfe-lame breath, to 
tell us, that there is neither certaine time j\or definite mm* 
ber ofdayes, prelcribed in Scripture, but all this left unto 
the Ubertie of the Churthl I fay, asformerly 1 laid, it is 
impoffible we fliould think fo ill of fuch reverend perfons : 
nor doe I thirtke, that any will lb thinke hereafter, wheel 
they have once confiderea the non fequitur of their owne 
conclufions. As for the Prayer there ufed, wee may thus 
expound it, according to the doUrine and the pra&ice 
both, of tfeofc very times : viz. That their intent and 
meaning was, to teach the people, to pny unto the Lord,' 
to incline their hearts to \ecfc that Law, as ftrreas it con m 
tainedxhtLato of Nature, and had beene entertained io 
the Christian Church ; as alio to have mercy on them for 
the negle& thereof, in thofe holy dayes, which by the 
Wtfdome and tAuthoritie of his Church* had beene fee 
apart for G o x> s publicke Service. Befides, this Prayer 
was then conceived, when there was no fulpition, that 
any would make ule thereof, to introduce a lewijh Sab- 
bath ; but when men rather were inclined to the con- 
trarieerrour, to take away thofe certaine and appointed 
times, Lords d*ycs> and other holy day es, which by the 
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wifdomeoftheChurchhad beene retained in the Reform 
mat ion. The *y4nabaftifts were ftrengly bent that way, 
as before wee fhewed; and if wee looke into the e/fr- See Art,%tl 
ucles of our Church,vye fhall there finde what fperiallcare 17>i*> 39> 
was taken, to fupprefle their errours in other points^vhich 
had tookfc footing, as it feemes,in this Church and King- 
dome. Therefore the more likely is it, that this Claufe 
was added, to crufli their furious fancies,in this particular, 
of not hallowing certainedayes and times to Gods pufc- 
like Service. Yet I conceive withall, that had thofe reve- 
rend Prelates fore-feene how much their pious purpofe 
would have beene abufed, by, wrefting it to introduce a 
Sabbath, whieh they never meant ; they would have caft 
their meaning in another mould. 

(4 ) Proceed wee to the Reigne of Queene Elizabeth* 
that fo much celebrated Princefle: and in The fir ft place,we 
(hall meet with her Injunttions, publiftied th© firft yeere 
of her Empire in which, the Sunday is not onely counted 
with the other holy dayes ; but labour, at feme times per- 
mitted ; and which is more, enjoyn d upon it. King Ed- 
Ward her beloved Brother had( formerly declared his 
will and pleaiiire, in thefelfe-famewords; which (he did 
new revive and publifh in this forme that followeth. Mi 

fbe &ukms faftbfull ano lofting &mms 0>all from ^ Wji04 
bfcneefo>t& eelebjate ano fteepe ttyit holy day^ccoi&tag to 
(Bow bolp OTtll um jaieafure : that is, fir faring tftfe 
©fltoja of (ffifob reaD, ano taagbt 5 <nr pjltate aim puirtt fee 
pvya* v in ftno tolrtgfng fgetr offence* nnf 0 Cod, and 
amendment of fbe fame ; fa monctlfng of tbemfeltjes 
cbarttablg to ttyefr i^etgbbonw, toljere Difpleafure balfc ^ 
bine; in offentfmea receiving tbe Communion of fljc 
SBoDteanaSBloaD of Chrift; in trtffttag tpe pcuje, ano 
fefcfce ; uftng all foberneffe y ano goalp confcerfaf ion* 
This ieemes to be fevere enough ; but what' followeth 
next > mi noftoitbftanBing, allParfons, Vkars,anD Cu~ 
rates $ttiee{l$ an^Wlare tD tytit VMMoms^t ttyg 
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map fotib 8 fafe and quiet Confcience,after tbefr Common 
Prayer, ta tbe tfene of Harveft, labour upon tbe holy ana 
feftivall dayes , atlO fate ti&t tbtag fcbfcb <0Ot> Ijatb fent ; 
#nt> it foj anp fcrupulofitie>o> grudge of ConfciencCjimn 
ftoulD fuperttttiouap abftafne from foojftfng on tbefe 
&ate*,fljat tben tbep fljoulo grfebouttp effeno ano Dffpleafe 
<25oO* This makes it evident,that Queen Elizabeth in her 
owne particular, tookenot the Lords day for a Sabbath ; 
or to bee of a different nature from the other ita/y dayes : 
nor was it taken fo, by the whole Body of our Church, and 
State, inthefirft Parliament of her Keigne; what time it 
wasena&ed, Elbatallano etoerp perfon ano pcrfona fn* 
babttfog tottbfn tbte isealme, ano anp ofber tbe *&ue*ne3 
SDomtafon*, (ball Dtlfgenflp ana faftbfullp, bating no 
latofull 0} reafonabieercufe tobeabIent 3 enoebourtbem" 
felbe* fo refo %t to tbefr ^arttb Cburcb* o j Cbappell,accti* 
ffomeO; upon reasonable let tbereof , to fonte ufuall 
place trijere Common Prayer ©all be u&D tn fucb time of 
let, upon eberp Sunday ,anO ofber dayes oj&afneoano ufeo 
to be fceptaa holy dayes, ano tben ano tbere to abtoe oj* 
Derlp ano toberlp, During tbe t(me of Common Prayer, 
Preaching, oj Ottjer ferbtce of <H5oD. Nor was it onely fo 
ena£ted,and no more but fo ; but in the fequell of the Law, 
the felfe-fame penaltie is impofed, on them which come 
not to the Church on the holy dayes, which is inflicted up- 
on thofe which negleft the Sundayes. For fo it followeth 
in the Statute before remembred, That eterp perfon fo of* 
fenDfng, fhall not alone be fubjedl: unto thetenfure* Of tbe 
Cburcb, but (hall forfeit foi eterp fucb offence ttoetoe 
nce,to be leWet) to tbe ufe of tbe p©je of tbe fame parity 
tbe Church-wardens of tbe lame, f €♦ Which were ic 
executed, as it ought, the holy dayes might in little time 
regaine that credit, which they now have loft; This Law 
is ftill in force, and ftill like to be ; and by this Law, the 
Sundayes and the holy dayes are alike regarded. Nor by 
the Law onely, but by the purpofe and intent of holy 
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Church, who in her pablike Litutgie is as full and large for 
every one of the holy dayes, as for the Sunday, the Letame 
excepted onely. For ot herwife, by the rule and prefcripc 
thereof, the lame Religious Offices are defigned for both, 
the fame devout attendance required for both; and what- 
foever elfe may make both cquall. And therefore by 
this Statute, and the Common Prayer-Booke, wee are to 
keepe more S Maths than the Lords day SMath* or elfe 
none ar all. 

( 5 ) Next looke we on the Homilies jpzzt of the publikc 
Monuments of the Church of England Jet forth and autho- 
rized, idnno 1562. being the 4. of that Queenes Reigne. 
In that, intituled, Of the place and time of Prayer, we /hall 

finde it- thus. 30 concerning the time in tobicb (0oD batfe 
appointee bi0 people to aflemble together foIemnlp,ft ootb 
appeare bp tbe fourth Commandement,&c.#no albeit tbte 
Commandement of (008 Dotb not binde Chriftian people 
to ft raftlp to obferteano ft&pe tbe utter ceremonies of the 
Sabbath day a* it bib tbe Jewess* toucbing tbe fojbearfng 
of toojlte ans labonr in tbe time of great neceflitp, ana as 
toucbingtbep>ect£ekapfngoftbefetentb trap, after tbe 
manner of tbe Jewes : (&} to# feeepe note tbe firtt trap, 
fobtcb i0 our feunoap, and mafeetbat our Srabbatb, tbat 
f£j our day of reft, inbonourof our^abtourctmtt, tobo 
a0 upon (bat fcip rote from oeaffrconquertngtbefamemoff 
triumphantly ) ptt nottoitbffanoing tobatfoeter isj 
founo fn tbe Commandement appertaining to the Law of 
Nature, a0 a tbtog mott goDlp,moft iuft, ano neebfull foi 
tbe fetttng fojtb of <0oD0 glo^, ougbt to be rstafneb ana 
kept of all goob Chriftian people* ;3n& fyerefoje bptbte 
Commandement toe OUgbt to bate a time, as one day in 
the weeke, fobsretn toe ougbt to reft pea from our latofuli 
ano nkrfiu\\ too*tt0* jFoM&e a0 it appearetb bp tbt0 Com- 
mandement,tbaf no man in tbe Cf Dape0ougbttobe flotb* 
full ano ioie>but Diligently to labour in tbat ftate toberein 
©oobatbfet wm, eten fo ^00 batb siten eppjeffe cbargs 
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(0 all men,tbat upon tbe Sabbath day, tobicb is note our 
Sunday, t&eplbouioceafe from all toeefeelp ano toojbeoap 
labour: to tbe intent tyat lifee as ©00 btmfelfe foaojgitf 
fir capes ano refteo tbe febentb, ano bleffeo ano fawtifieo 
it, ano tonfecrateoit to quietneffeanorett from labour; 
cbenfo 0oD0 obeDfent people IboulD ufe the Sunday foolilp, 
f reft from tbefr Common and daily bufinefle,anDal(bgiOe 
tbemfclses wholy to beabenlp erereffes of d&ow true reli« 
gtonanoferbfee. &otbat€oo ootbnot onelp commano 
tbe obferbaffon of tbis Holy day ; but alio bp ftfe otone er* 
ample ootyltfrre ano pjooobe us to tbe Diligent beeping 
of tbe fame, $c. SCbus ft map plafnelp appeare t&at Coos 
tutll ano Commanoement luas to babe a folemne time 
anO (tanoing oap in the weeke , toberefn tbe people (boulo 
come togetber ,ano babe in remembjance bis toonoerfull 
benefits , ano to render bim tbanbes fo* tbem , asapper- 
teinctbtolobing,binoe,ano obeoient people. 2Cbiser* 
ample and Commandement of (2000 > the godly Chriftian 
people beganne to follow itttttteOfatlp after the Afcenfion 
of 'ourLordChrift,andbegannefocbaaIe tbem a (landing 
clay of the vveekc to come togetber in : pet not tbe feaventh 
day, tobicb tbe Iewes bept, but the Lords day,tbe Oap of tbe 
&o?os ref urrettiou , tbe oap after tbe feabentb Dap , tobfeb 
Sstbefirftdayofthe weeke, &c. &(tbence foljicb time, 
Cfroas people batb altoapes in all ages , tof tbout anp gain-, 
faping, ofeo to come togetber on tbe Sunday, to celebrate 
ano bonour tbe ilojos bleffeo $ame,anocarefullp to beep 
S&at Oap in bolp rett ano quietneffe,botb man,ano tooman, 
cbtloe Jerbant ano ttranger*So farre the Homdie and this 

is all thereof which is doftrinall .The. refidue confifts in re- 
prehenfionoftwo forts of menrone of the which,tftbep b& 
anp buftielte to Doe, tbougb there were no extreme neede , 
ioouio notfpare the Sunday , but ufeD all Oapesslibe, the 
holy dayes and worke-dayes all as one ; the other lb confu- 
med the day in gluttonp ano o>unbenneflre,anofucb fleujlp 
filtl)tneffe,chac as it is there faid, tbello?Dfo*s moje Off* 

benonrec 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



Part. 2, the Sabbath* Chap, 8. 

tionouree ano f&e jBDefcttl better ferfceB on the Sunday^n 
upon all tfce Dapes to tbe toeefce beliDea, 

( 6 ) This iaidi the Homily > and this hath often bcenc 
alleaged, as well to prove a Lords day Sabbath, to beeal* 
lowed of by the Doftrineofthe Church of England \ as at 
this prefent time,to juftifie the difobedience of thofe men, 
who have refiifed to publifli the Princes pleafure, in point 
of recreations. But thisjifwellexamined^vill as little help 
them, as Lord have mercy upon us, in the Common Prayer 
Upoke. For firft it is here laid, that there is no more of the 
fourth Commandement to bee retained and kept of good 
Chriftian people>than Vvhatfoever isfonndin it appertaining 
to the Law tf^ature. But wee have fhewed before, that 
there is nothing in the fourth Commandement of the Law 
of nature y but that fome time be fet apart for Gods publ ike 
fervice: the Precept, fo farre forth, as it enjoynes^^ day 
tnjeven, or the feventh day precifely from the Worlds 
creation, being avowed for ceremonial by all kind of Wri. 
ters. Secondly it is laid, not that the Lords day was enjoy* 
nedby Divine authority, either by Chrifi himfelfe, or his 
Apftles > but c ho fen for a (landing day to come together in, 
by godly £hrtftian people, immediately after the tAfcenfion 
of our Lord Chrift. If chofe by them,then not enjoyned by 
the ^Apo files : if not till after the Afcenfion of our Saviour 
Chrift, then not at all by him commanded. Thirdly,where- 
as they chofe themfelves a ftattding day in the weeke, to 
come together in; they did not this by any obligation layed 
upon them by the fourth Commandement hxjt only by a vo- 
luntary following of Gods example, and the Analogies* 
equity of Gods Commandement : which \* as (they doe not 
% which is) that he would have, [ amongft the /ewes'] a 
iblemne time and fianding day in the Voeeke , wherein the 
people ftiould have in remembrance his wonderfull bene- 
fits, and render thankes to him for the fame. For it is faid, 
That this Example and Commandement of(jod y the godly 
{hrifiian people began to follow after Chrifi s Afcenfion ( fb 
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tfhat it feemes they might have chofen,whether they would 
have followed it,or not.Fourthly,when they had chofe this 
day, .which" wee now obferve, for their publike meetings, 
they did not think themfelves obliged by the fourth Com^ 
mandement, to forbear e workje and labour in time of great 
necejfitjy or to the precife keeping of the lame, after the man- 
ner of the ft wcs: both which they muft-have done.had they 
conceived the keepingof one day in fevea>to be the morak 
part of 'the fourth Commandement ; and to oblige us now, 
noleffe,thanit did them for merly,as fome men have taught 
ws.Now whereas fome have drawne from hence, thefe two 
ConclufionStFirft,that according to this HowilyNcought 
to keepe one day in fev*n> by the fourth Commandement \ and 
feeonctty,f fc* f We mufi fiend it )frholy in religions exercifes:! 
would f aineknow,how thofe conclufions can be raifed from 
the former premiffes.It's true,the Homily hath told us/hat 
by. the 4* Commandement we ought to have a time, as one 
day in- the Vpeeke, wherein we ought to reft from our need- 
fijllworkes. Where note, that there it is notfaid, that by 
the fourth Commandement wee ought to have one day in the 
ye*eke> which is plaine and peremptory ; but that We ought 
to have a time, as one day in the tyeeke, which was plainely 
arbitrary, A time wee ought to have by fourth Com* 
r/iaMdemem z as being that part of it which perteines to the 
l^w of Nature: but for the next words, m one day in the 
"cVf^O they are not there laid downe, as impofed on us by- 
the Law ; but only inftanced iir,as fetled at that time in the 
Church of God* So where it is affirmed in another place, 
that Gods will and commandement was, to have a folewm 
time zndftandwg day in the , wee grant indeed that 
fo itVNis : and thztxhe-Cjodty Chrijtian people in the Primi- 
tive times, were eafily induced to give God no leffe, than 
what ihcl formerly commanded . But had the meaning of 
she ffomtlie bcznz this, that wee were bound to have a 
flandhg day in the \X?eeke> by the fourth Commandement § 
thiy would have pbinety &id^& Gods Will andpleafur& 
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that it Jhculdbe fo, and not have told us what it was, in 
the times before. Its true, the Homily hath told us, that 
wee fnould reft our feltes, on Sunday, from our common 
bufinefle, andafigtve onr felves wholly to heavenly exer~ 
cifes of (jods true Religion and fcrvice. Where note, it is 
not faid, that wee fliould fpend the day wholly in heavenly 
exercifes • for then there were no time allowed us to eate 
anddrinke, which artf meere naturall employments : but 
that wee give onrfelves Wholly, that is our whole felves bo- 
dy and foule, to the performance of thofe heavenly exer- 
cifes, which are required of us in the way of true Religion, 
and Gods pu^like farvice. It is accounted.as wee have for- 
merly made plaine, to bee the ceremoniall part of the 
fourth Commandement,.£/W fiat feme I in qualibet bebdo- m Ex$ito, 
m*da\ & qnod fiat in una dte tota, iJla obfervatto ; & qmd 0 ^ 1 } - 
per totam dim abftineatur ab operibus fervilibus : firft, the 
determining of the day,to bee one in (even ; next,that this 
one day whollybc fo imployed ; andlaft of all, that aM that 
day there bee an abfolute ceffation from all fervile workes. 
Therfbre the fpending wholly of one day in feven,being ce- 
remoniall; comes not within the compalfe of the Homily: 
which would have no more of the fourth Commandement 
tobeekeptamongftus, than what is appertaining to the 
Law of Nature.Now it pertaines unto the Law of Nature^ 
that for the times appointed to Gods publike worfhip, we 
Wholly fequefter our felves from all worldly bufmefles ; na- li% ; f> 
turale efi quod dum D^um colimm, ab aliis abftineamus, as 
Toftatui hath it : and then the meaning of the Homily will 
bebriefly this, that for thofe times which are appointed by 
the Church,for theaflembly of Gods people,we fliould lay 
by our daily bufinefle and all worldly thoughts, and wholly 
give our felves to the heavenly exercifes of Gods true He- 
hgion & (ervice. But to encounter them at their own wea- 
pon, it is exprefly faid in the A& of Parliament about kee- 
ping holy dayes, thzt on the dayes & times appemted,as well 
the other holy days, as the Sunday, Chriftiatt should ceafe 
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from all kind of labour, and only and to boBy apply themfe ves 
to fuch holy Vvorkes as appertaine to true Religion : the very 
fame with that delivered in the Homtly. It wholly in the 
HomiUe muft bee applyed untothe day, then k mufi bee 
there : and then the Saints dayes, and the other holy dayes % 
muft be w belly ipent,in religious exercifes. When once we 
fee them doe the one, wee will bethinke our felves of do- 
ing the other* And this I take to bee the minde and mea- 
ning of that Homtlie ; fure I am yet is moft agreeable unto 
the doilrine of thofe times, and the men that made ir. For 
had it beene their purpofe to advance the Sunday, into the 
roome and dignitie of the le vpijh Sabbath, as Ibme now 
gather from the fame : they muft direSly have oppofed 
the Queenes Injunlltons, wherein it is no otherwife e~ 
fteemecTof than the other holy dayes ; and labour on the 
fame permitted in time of Harveft . And not fo onely , but 
i hey muft have confuted thofe A&s of Parliament, 5, and 
6, of SdVtxrd the 6. and 1 . before remembred : In 
the firftof which, the Sunday, and theothet holy dayes, are 
publikely avowed to have no other ground, than the Ah- 
thorine of the Church \ and in the 2. diligent attendance 
imhe Churchy bothon the one and on the other, is requi- 
red ahke, and the like.penakie infli&ed on all thofe which 
oflfend therein. Nay they mufi needs runne crofle, againft 
the lerviceoftheChurch, which hath appointed no lefle 
folemne forme of Prayers, upon the other holy dayes, than 
ajpon the Sunday, had they intended to advance the Sun- 
day to fo high a pitch, as fome men imagine^ As for the 
refidue of that HomiUe, which confifts in popular *e- 
proofes and exhortations , that concernas not us, in re- 
ference to the point in hand. The Homilies, thofe parts 
thereof efpccially* which tend to the corre&ionof man-* 
ners, and reformation of abufes, were made agreeable ro 
ihoie times,wherein they were firft publiflbecL If in thofe 
rimes, men made no difference becweene the forking day 
-^d hcly dayjbix, kept their Fairu and Markers#nd bought 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



Part. 2 • the Sablath* C h ap. 8. 

and fold* and rowed and fenyed, and and carrjed&nd 
rode and journeyed* and did their other bufineffej on the 
Sundajits well as on the other dates, when there was no fnch 
need but that they might have tarryed longer : they were 
the more to blame, no doubt, in trelpaflingfo wilfully a- 
gainfttheCrttfw of the Church, and Atts of Parliament % 
which had reftrained many of the things there fpecifiecL 
The Homily did well to reprove them for it .If on the other 
fide, they (pent the day m ungodlinefft and filthineffe, in 
gluttony, and drunkennefe, and liich like other crying fins, 
as are there oarticularly noted : the Prelates of the Church 
had very ill dilcharged thek duty, had they not tooke fome 
courfe to have told them of it . But what is that to us, who 
doe not fpend the Lords day in fuch filthy fit Jhline fe, (what 
ever one malicious Sycophant hath affirmed therein:) oc 
what is that to dancing, Jhoot ing, leaping, vaulting, M*}- 
games, and meetings of good Neighbourhood, or any other 
recreation not by law prohibited ; being no fuch ungodly 
and filthy a£s as are therein mentioned ? 

( 7 ) Thus upon due fearch made, and full examination 
of all parties, we finde no Lords day Sabbath in the Booke 
of Homilies : no nor in any writings of particular men, in 
more than ? 3 .yeeres after the Homilies were published. I 
find indeed that in the yeere 1580. the Magiftrates of the 
Citie of London obtained from Queene Elizabeth , that 
Playes and Enterludes fiiould no more bee A&ed on the 
Sabbath day, within the Liberties of their Cine. As alfo 
that in 8*. on the 14. of January being Sunday, many were 
hurt, and eight killed outright by the fudden falling of the 
Scaffolds in ParH-g«rdex.'Thk rfiewes that Snterludes and 
Hean-baitiriQs were then permitted on the SW^andib 
xhey were a long time after, though not within the Citie 
^London: which certainely, had not beenc iuffered, had 
it beene then conceived that Sunday was to bee accounted 
for a Sabbath 1 at Ieatt for fuch a Sabbath^s fome now have 
made us. But in the yeere 1595* fome of that fa&ion 

Rr 4 which 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



sjo Chap.S. The Hiftory of Part. 2." 

which before had laboured with fmalLprofit,to overthrow 
the Hierarchy and government of this Church of SngUndy 
now fet themfelves on worke to ruinate all the orders of it: 
to beat downe at one blow all. dayes and times, which by 
the Wifdome and aut hont ie o£thz Church, had beene ap- 
pointed for Gpds fervice ; and in the ftead thereof>to erect 
a Sabbath* of their owne devifing. Tbefe Sabbath JfocuU- 
tionsr and Presbyterian directions, as mine Author calls 
them, they had beene hammering more than ten yeeres 
before ; though they produced them not till now : and in 
KwnmVn* Placing of them now , they introduced, faith hee, A 
face to the jtr- more tt3an tttherjpmfk or Popiih fuperftitton into the Land, 
tkku tQxhc nofmall bUmifto of our Chriftian profeffiQn s andfcandah 

of the true fervants of God, and therewith dothrme mofl cr- 
rmeopu y dangerous, and sAntichrifttatu Of theie, the 
principall was one Do6tor 'Bound, who publiflied firil his 
Sabh«tk Dottrines % Anno 159$, and after with additions 
to it j and enlargements of it, Anno 1606. Wherein he hath 
affirmed in generall over all the Books, that the Com- 
rsundement offanttifying every fevent h day, as in thsMo- 
faicall Decalogue, is naturall,morall,and perpetual! : that 
Where all other things in the Jcwiili Church were fo chan- 
ged, that they Were cleane taken aWay, as the Priefthood, 
the Sacrifices, and the Sacraments ; this day, the Sabbath, 
wasfo changed,thitk ^ftillremainetKp.pi^^/^rf is great 
reafon why We Chriftians fhould take our. [elves as ftraightjy 
* bound to reft upn thi Lords day^as the Jewes were on their 

Sabbath > y for. being one of the moral! Commandements, it 
bindeth us, as we^ as them,hei*g of all equal autfiority,p.24% 
And for the Reft upon this Day* that it muft be a notable 
zndftngularTteft, amoSl care full, exatt % and precife Reft > 
after another manner than men were accuflomed, />*i 24* 
7*hen for particulars ; no buying of Viauals,FleOi or Fifli* 
Bread on Dnnke, 158. no Carriers to travaile on that 
'Z>#y, i (5o. nor Parkmen, Or Drovers, 1 62 ♦ Schollers not 
iOfludie the. JiberaJl Arts.; nor Lawyers to confult the 
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Cafe, and perufe mens Evidences, 1 6 j. Sergeants, jfppa- 
ritours,m& Sumner s, to be reftrained from executing their 
Offices, 1 54 . lattices not to examine Gaufes, for prefer- 
vation oi the Peace, i do. No man totfavaile on that Day, 
192. That Tinging of more Bells than one, that Day, is 
not to be juftified, p. 202 .: No folemne Feafls to be made 
on it, 206. nor Wedding Dinners, 209. with a permrffion 
notwithftanding to Lords, Knkhts, and Gentlemen/ (hec 
hoped to finde good welcome for this Difpenfation)^. 211, 
All Uvfall Pleafnres, and bone ft Recreations, as Shooting* 
Fencing; "Baling, (but Towling, by his leave, is no Uxxfull 
Pleafure for all forts of people) which are permitted on 
other dayes,\\ercon this Day tobz forborne >zot\ No man 
to fpeake or talke of Plea fares, p. 272 . or any other worldly 
matter, 275. Moft Magifterially determined ; indeed, 
more like a lewifb H*bbin,thin a Chilian Ttottor. Yet 
Icmjh and Rabbmicall though his Do&rine were, itcarried 
a faire face and ftiew of Pietie , at the leaft in the opinion 
of the common people ; and fach, who ftood not to exa- 
mine the true grounds thereof but tooke it up, on the ap- 
pearance ; fuch, who did judge thereof, not by thework- 
manfhipofthe Stufte,but theglofle andcofour. In which; 
it is moft ftrange to fee, how luddenly men were induced 
not onely to give way unto it , but without more adoe, to 
abett thelame 5 till in the end, and thacin very tittle time, 
it grew the moft bewitching Errour, the moft popular De- 
ceit, that ever had bQene fet on foot in the Church of Eng- 
land* And verily I perfwade my (elf e, that many an honeft 
and well-meaning man, both of the Clergy and the Laitie, 
either becaufe of the appearance of the thing it feife,or 
out of fome opinion of thofe men, who firft endevonred tb 
promote it ; became exceedingly affe&ed towards the 
fame ; as taking it to be a DoiWne fen: dovvne f rom Hea- 
ven, for encreafe of Pietie* So eafily did they beleeve it, 
and grew at laft fo ftrongly poffeffed therewith, that in the 
end they would not willingly, be perfwaded to conceive 
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othcrwife thereof, than at firft they did ; or thinke they 
(Wallowed downe the Hoofce , when they tooke the Bait. 
An Hooke indeed ,which had fo faftned them to thole men, 
who love to filh in troubled waters \ that by this artifice, 
there was no fmall hope conceived amongft them, to for* 
tifie their fide , and make good that caufe, which till thi* 
rrimme Deceit was thought of, was almoft growne delpe- 
rate. Once, I am fure, that by this meanes, the Tirethrw, 
who before endeavoured to bring all Chriftian Kings and 
Princes under the yoke of their Presbytcrtcs ; made little 
doubt, to bring them under the command of their Sabbath 
Doftrines. And though they failed of that applauded pa- 
rkie,which they fo much aimed at,in the advancing of their 
Elder jhipt ; yet hoped they, without more adoe, to bring 
all higher Powers, what ever, into an equall ranke with the 
common people, in the obfervance of their Jemjh Sabbata- 
rian rigours. So Do&or Hound declares himfelfe, 0.171. 
" The t&tagiftrate, faith he, and (jovemonr in authoritie, 
i( how high foever, cannot take any priviledge to himfelfe, 
cC whereby he might be occupied about worldly bufirieffe, 
« when other men fhould reft from labour. It feemes, 
they hoped to fee the greateft Kings, and Princes, make 
fiiit unto their Confiftorie, for a Difpenfation ; as often as 
the great Affaires of State, or what caufe fbever, induced 
them otherwife to fpend that "Day, or any part or parcell 
of it, than by the new Sabbath Ttottrine had beene per* 
mitted. For the endeering of the which , as formerly to 
advance their Elderships, theyfpared no place, or Text of 
Scripture, where the word Elder did occurre ; and with- 
out going to the Heralds, had framed a Pedigree thereof 
from hthro, from T^oahs Arke, and from ^Adam finally : 
fo did thefe men proceed in their new Devices; publishing 
out of holy Writ both the antiquitie and authoritie of their 
Sabbath day. No paffage of Gods Booke unran&cked, 
where there was mention of a Sabbath, whether the LegaU 
SMatb, charged the Ievpej,or the jpiritnall Sabbath of the 
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Soule, from finne ; which was not fitted and applyed to the 
prefent purpofe : though, if examined, as it ought, with no 
better realbn, than Paveant Hit, & nonpaveam ego, was by 
an ignorant Prieft alledged from Scripture, to prove that 
his Parifhioners ought to pwe the ChancelL Yet, upon 
confidence of thefe proofes,tbey did alreadie begin to fing 
VittorU ; efpecially, by reafon of the entertainment which 
the faid Do&rines found with- the common people. For, 
thus the Dd&or boafts himfelfe , in his fecond Edition* 
anno 606 . as before was (aid , Many godly learned both fa 
their Preachings, Writings, and DifpHtations, did concnrre 
With him m that argument 3 and, that the lives of many 
Chrifiians, in many places of the Kingdome 3 Were framed ac- 
cording to his Dottrine, p. 6 r* Particularly^ the Epiftle to 
the Reader, That Within few yeeres, three fever all profitable 
T reati/es fucceffwely Were Written, by three godly learned 
Preachers, [Qreembams was one, whofe ever were the 
other two:] that in the mouth of two or three witnefles,* he 
Dotlrine of the Sabbath might be efiabltjhed. Egregiam 
verb Uudem,& (polta ampla I 

( 8) But whatfoever caufe he had thus to boaft himfelfe, 
in the (iiccefle of his new Do&rines ; the Church, I am fure, . 
had little caufe to rejoycethereat. For, what did follow 
hereupon,but fuch monftrous paradoxes, and thofe deliver 
red in the Pulpit, as would make every good man tremble 
at the hearing of them ? Firft,as my Author tells me,it was Rogers Treface 
preached at a Market Towne in Oxfordjlnre , That to doe before the aiuc* 
any fervile Worke or bufineffe on the Lords day $ *Was an great 
a finne , as to kill a man , or commit adulterie. Secondly* 
preached in Somer/et/hire> That to throw a Bowie on the 
Lords day , Was a* gnat as to kill a man. Thirdly, 
in Norfolke,Thu to make a FeaSt,or dreffe a Wedding Din~ 
ner on the Lords day, Was as great a finne&s for a Father to 
take a knif e,and cut his childs throat . Fourthly,in S*ffolk$> > 
That to ring more HeKs than one, on the Lords day , Was as 
great a firm, 4s to commit murther, I addewhatoncel 
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heard my felfe, at Sergeants Inne in Fleet-ftreet, about five 
yeeres fince, That temporall death was at this day to be in- 
fii£led>by the Law ofgod,on the Sabbatlubreaker \ on him, 
who on the Lords day did the workes of his dajly calling : 
With a^grave application, unto my Mafters of the Law? 
That if they did their ordinarie workes on the Sabbath 
day, in taking Fees and giving Couv/ell, they fhould confi- 
<3er what they did deferve by the Law of god. And cer- 
tainely , thele and the like conclufions cannot but follow 
very clofely , on the former Principles. For, if the fourth 
Commandemcnt be plainely Morall , obliging us as fir ait ly 
as it did the Iewes ; and that the Lords day be to be o&- 
ferved, according to the prefcript of that Commandemcnt : 
it muft needs be, that every wilfull breach thereof, is of no 
lower nature,.*han Idolatne, or blafphtmtng of the Nam€ 
of G o d, or any other deadly finne againft the firft Table ; 
and therefore>queftionleffe, as great as Murther, or AduL 
terie, or any finne againft the fecond. But to goe forwards 
where I left: my Author whom before I fpake of, being 
prefent when the Sufolke Minifier was convented, for his 
fo lewd and impious Do&rine, was theoccafion that thofe 
Sabbatarian Errvurs and Impieties Vvere firfi brought to 
light, and to the knowledge of the State. On which difee- 
Verie, as he tells us, this good cnfiied, That the [aid Bookes 
ef the Sabbath Were called in, and forbidden to be printed 
and made common. Arehbifliop whitguift, by his Letters 
and Vifitations, did the one , Anno is 99* And Sir John 
y^opham, Lord Chiefe Juftice> did the other, Anno 1 600. at 
Hurie in Sufolke. Good remedies indeed,had they beene 
foone enough applyed : yet not fo good as thofe, which 
formerly were applyed to Thacker, and his fellow, in the 
aforefaidTowne of 'Surie, for publifliing the Bookes of 
*Brewne, againft the Service of the Church. Nor was this: 
all the fruit of fo bad a Do^rine. For, by inculcating to 
the people thefe new Sabbath (peculations, teaching, That 
-that day onely was of Gods appointment j and all the 
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reftobferved in the Church of Engkni a remnant of th# 
wjll-vvorfbipin the Church of Rome : the other holy dayes 
in this Church eftablifhed , were fcrflhrewdly fhaken, that 
till this day they are not well recovered of the blow then 
given. Nor came this on the by,or befides their purpofe ; 
but as a thing that fpecially was intended, from the firff 
beginning ; from the (kit time that ever thefe Sabbath 
Doitrines peeped into the light. ForDoilor Bound , the 
firft fworne fervant of the Sabbath, hath in his firft edition 
thus declared himfelfe ;■ That hee fees not Adhere tfoLordT^ 
hath given any autheritie to his Church, ordinarily and per- 
petnally to fanffiifie my day 9 except that ^hich hee hath 
fanttified himfelfe : (C and makes it an efpeciall argument 
« againft the goodneffe of the Religion in the Church of 
" Rome, that -to the feventh day thzy have joy ned fo many T, 3 
« other dayes, and made them equall with the feventh, if 
not fnperiour thereunto, as well in the folemnitie of Di- 
vine Offices, as reftraint from labour. So that wee may 
•perceive by this, that their intenrfrom the beginning, was 
£0 cry downe the holy dayes, as fuperftitious, Popifh Ordi- 
nances : that fo their new-found Sabbath being placed 
alone, (and Sabbath now it murt be called) might become 
more eminent. Nor were the other, though more private 
^ffe&s thereof, of lefle dangerous nature : the people be- 
ing (6 infmred with thefe new devices, and prefled with 
rigours mor£ than hwifh ; that.cerrainely they are in as 
bad condition, as were the Ifraelites of old, when they 
were captivated and kept under by the Scribes and Pha- 
rifej. Some I have knowne, (for in this point I will (ay 
nothing, without good alTurance) who in a furious kindc 
of zeale, like the mad Prbphetefle in the Poet, have runne 
into the open ftreetes , yea, and fearched private houfes 
too, to loolce for fuch as fpent thofe houres, on the Lords 
day, in lawfiill Paftimes , which were not deftinate by the 
Church, to Gods pubtike fe'rvke : and having fourid them 
mt* faltered the^ Cbmpanie , brake the Ipftriimrentrs : 
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and, if my mcmoric failc me not, the Muficians head too : 
and, which is more, they thought that they were bound in 
Confcience fotodoe. Others, that will not lufFer either 
Baked or Roll to be made readie for their Dinners , on 
their SMath day , left by fo doing , they fhould e ate and 
drinks their ovone damnation \ according to the DoStrine 
preached unto them. Some* that upon the Sabbath* will 
not fell a Pint of Wine, or the like Commoditie: though 
Wine was made by God , not onely for mans often wfir* 
tnities y but to make glad his heart, and refrefli his fpirits ; 
and therefore no Ielle requifite on the Lords d*y> than on 
any other. Other s,which have refufed to carry Provender 
to an Horfe,on the fuppofed Sabbath day ; though our Re- 
deemer thought it no impietie on the true Sabbath day 
indeed, to lead poore Cattell to the water : Which was 
the motive , and occafion , of tjw* Hrerewoods learned 
Treatife. So, for the Female Sex; Maid-fervants I have 
met with, ibme two or three, who though they were con- 
tent todrefle their Meat upon the Sabbath; yet by no 
meanes would be perfwaded, either to wafh their Diflies, 
or make cleane their Kitchib. But that which moft of 
all affe&sme, is, That a Gentlewoman, at whofe houfe I 
lay in Leicejier , the laft Nbrtherne Progrefle , ^inno 
i6tf. expreffed agreat defire to fee the King andQueene, 
who were then both there. And when I proffer'd her my 
fervice,tofatisfie that loyall longing, fliee thanked me, 
but refufed the favour , becaufe it Wo* the Sabbath day. 
Unto fo ftrange a bondage are the people brought, that, 
as before I faid, a greater never was impofed on the le wet 
themfelves , what time the Confciences of that people 
were pinned moft clofely on the fteeves of the Scribes and 
Pharifes. 

(9) But to goe forwards in my Storie : it came to paffe, 
for all the care before remembred, that having fuch a plau- 
fible and faire pretence, as fan&ifying a day unto the Lord, 
and keeping a Commandment that had long been filenced; 
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it got ftrong footing in the Kingdome, as before is /aid : 
the rather, becaufe many things,which were indeed ftrong 
avocations from Gods publike fervice, were as then per- 
mitted. Therefore it pleafed King lames , in the firft en- 
trance of his Reigne, fo farre to condefcend Unto them, as 
to take off fiich things which feemed moft offenfive. To 
which intent, he fignified his Royall pleafure, by Procla- 
mation, dated at Theobalds, tj\iay j> 160;. That io!)ereas 
kt ftao bkm tnfojmeo^at fere bmt in fojtner times 
a great neglect in fc&ptng e&e Sabbath day fo? better ob* 
ferWng of tbe lame, anofo^atof oing of all fmptous pjo* 
pljanatfon of ftJbe ftraffip cbargeo ano commantteD, sc&at 
110 Beare-baiting,Bull-baiting,Enterludes,common Playes 3 
ojotberltkeotfojoereo oj uniaMuUcfrercffe*, oj pa« 
ftime0, be frequented kept o> ufeD at anp time bereafter, 
upon anp Sabbath day. Not, that his purpofe was, to de- 
barre himfelfe of law full Pleafures on that day ; but to 
prohibit fuch difordered and HnUwfall PaJlimes $ whQrcby 
the Common people were withdrawne from the Congrem 
gation : they being onely to be reckoned for Common 
PUyes , which at the inttant of their Afting, or reprefen- 
ting, are ftudyed onely for the entertainment of the 
mart peoplt y on the publtke Theatres. Yet did not this* 
though much, content them. And therefore in ihz Con- 
ference at Hampton Court, it feemed good to D. Reynolds 
(who had beene madea partie in the caufe) to touch upon 
the prophanation of the Sabbath, (for fr he vailed it ) and 
contempt of hi4 Makefiles Proclamation j made for the re- 
forming of that abufe ; oftyhich he eameftly defired a (irai- 
ter conrfeifor reformation thereof: to tykuh tie found (as the 
Compilerof it tells Us) a general! and unanimotu ajfent* 
Nor was there an affent onely, and nothing done. For 
prefently in the following Convocation y it pleafed the 
Prelates there aflembled, to revive fo much of the Queans 
Injttn&ion, before remembred , as to them feemed fitting ; 
and to incorporate it into the fam then agreed of; only • 
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a little alterations make it more agreeable to the prefcnt 
times, being ufed therein . Thus then they ordered in the 
Canorii for due celebration of Sundaycs&no. holy dayes > viz. 

c»mj. .311 manner of perfona tottbta tfte Cburcb of England, 
fljali from bene efojtb celebrate anD fe*epc fye Lords day, 
commonip calleo Sunday, sm> otber holy dayes, accojWng 
to <2?o&8 Ijolp fcnli ano pleafure , ano tbe Orders of the 
Church of England, pjefcrfbeo in fljat be&alfe, i.e. fa fcea* 
ring tbe estlojo of <0oo reao ano taught , fnpj&afe and 
pubiibe JDjaperc, in acfenotoiesgfng tfcetr offence to 
<22ot>, ano amendment of tbe fame, in reconciling tbem* 
fellies cfyarftablp to tbeir ^efgbboura* tobere Def pleafure 
ban bttne, in oftentimes receiving tbe Communion of tbe 
lieo&p ano XBlouD of CbJtft, uBng all gooip ano fober con- 
feerfationt The refidue of the faid Injunction, touching 
worke in Harveft , it feemed fit untQ them not to touch 
upon ; leaving the fame to ftand, or fall , by the Statute of 
King Edward the fixt, before remembred. A Canon of an 
excellent compofit ion. For, by enjoy ning godly and fober 
converfation> and diligent repair e to Church , to heare the 
Word of Cjod> and receive the Sacrament ; they flopped 
the courfe of that prophaneneffe , which formerly had 
beene complained of. And by their ranking of the holy 
dayes in equall place,and height ,with Sunday ,and limitting 
the celebration of the fame, unto the Orders in that cafe 
-prefer ib ed by the Church of England'* (hewed plainely their 
diflike of thole Sabbath Dottrmest which had beene lately 
fetcn foot ; to the diflionourof the Church ,and dimin^ 
tion of her Aut boritie , in deftinating other dayes to the 
fervice of God, than their new Saint Sabbath. Yet did not 
this, the Churches care , either fb fatisfie their defires , or 
reftraine the follies of thofe men, who had embraced the 
new Sabbath Do&rines ; but that they ftill went forwards 
to advance that bufineffe , which was now made a part of 
the common Caufe : no Booke being publiftied by that 
partie a either by way of Catechifme, or Comment on the 
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tenCommandements, orMorall Pictio > or fyftematicall , 
Divinitie,of all which, thcfe laft times have produced too 
many ; wherein the Sabbath was not preffed upon the 
Coniciences of Gods people , with as much violence , as 
formerly with authoritie upon the levees. And hereunto 
they were encouraged a great deale the rather ; becaufe 
in Ireland , what time his Majefties Commiffioners were 
employed, about the fetling of that Church , Anno 161 y. 
there pafled an lArtkle, which much confirmed them in 
their Courfes ; and hach beene often fince alleaged, to 
juftifie both them and their proceedings. The *s(rt tele 
is this: The fir ft day of the Wetke , Which is the Lords ^ r i.j& 
day , is wholly to be dedicated to the fervice of (jod ; 
and therefore Wee are bound therein to re (I from our common 
and dayly bufineffe^ and to beftow that leyfure upon holy ex* 
ercifcj,both private, and publik** What moved his Ma- 
jefties fimmifteners to this ftri& aufteritie, that I can- 
not fay: but fare I am, that till that time, the Lords 
duy never had attained fuch credit , as to be thought an 
Article of the Faith* though of fome mens fancies. Nor 
was it like to be of long continuance, it was fo violently 
followed ; the whole Booke being now called in , and 
in the place thereof, the ^Articles of the Church of 
England confirmed by Parliament, in that Kingdome, 
Anno 163^. 

(to) Nor was this all the fruit neither of fuch dan- 
gerous Do&rines, That the Lords day was growne into 
the reputation of the /ewifh Sabbath : but fome that built 
on their foundations , and ploughed with no other than 
their Heifers , endeavoured to bring backe againe the 
Jewijh Sabbath , as that which is expreffely mentioned in 
the fourth ComnJAndtmtnt ; and abrogate the Lords day 
for altogether , as having no foundation in it, nor warrant 
by it. Of'thefe>one Thratk* declared himfelfe, for fuch, 
in King fames his time ; and therewithall tooke up ano- 
ther lemfif Do£rine>about Meates and Drinkes : as,in the 
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time of our dtead Sovenigne new being, TheopbUtu Bra* 
borne, grounding himfelfe on the fo much applauded Do- 
ctrine of the morahtte of the Sabbath y maintained , thac 
the lentfji Subbath ought to be obfcrvedj and wrote a 
large Booke in defence thereof,vvhich came into the. World 
1 6 '3 2. For which their ? w/'/fc Doctrines, the firft having 
received his Cenfure in the Starre-Chamber, Anno 1 61 8. 
was fet on the Pillorie at Weftntinfter, from thence vvhipt 
to the Fleet , and there put in Prifon ; and about three 
yeeres- after/ Writ a Recantation of all his former Here/ies, 
and Schii^ticall Opinions, The other was proceeded 
with, in the Htgh-Commifion ; and hath iince altered his 
Opinion, which he renounced in the open Court; being 
iwfguided onely by the Principles of fome noted men, to 
whrch hee thought hee might have trufted. Of thefe, I 
have here lpoke together* becaufe the ground of their Opi- 
nionsifo fore as k concerned the Sabbath* were the very 
feme ; they onely making the conclufions, which of necei- 
fitiemutt follow from the former premiffes: juft as the 
'■Brownrfrs did before* when they abhominated the Com- 
ttiunion Of the Church of England, on the Puritan Princi- 
ples. But to proceed. This of it felfchad beene fufficienr* 
to bring all to ruine ; but this was not all. Not onely 
Indai [me did begin, but Poperit tooke great occafion of en- 
ereafe, " by theprecifenefle of fome Magiftrates and Mi- 
nifters in ieverall places of this Kingdome , in hindring 
« people from their Rtcr cations on thcSunday.thc Papijts 
u in -this llealme^being thereby perfvvaded,that no bonefi 
fC mirth or recreation was tolerable in our Religion. 
Which being noted by King fames ,in his progrejfe through 
hancafoire ; it pleafed his Majeftie to fet out his Declara- 
tion, Ad ay 24. Anno 1 61 8. the Court being then at Greene* 
i&rnt tyicfato this effect. « That for his good peoples law full rc~ 
®&km, *< cr eat km , his pleafure was, that after the end of 'Divine 
** Service, they fhould not be difturbedjletted,or difcoura- 
R * ged,from any lawful! recreations; inch as Parana either 
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" men or- women, Archery for men* Leaping, faulting, or 
« any Other luch barwelejfe recreations rnor from having of 
" M*ygam&t<> Whitfox-A es, or Morict-dmces, and let- 
w ting up of ^j-^o/w, or other fporrsthcrevvitbufed; lb 
« c as the fame be had in due and convenient time* without 
** impediment or let of "Divine Service ; and that women 
« (hould have leave to carry Rufhes to the Church/or the 
« decoringof it, according to their old cuftome : withall 
« prohibiting all unlawfull Games to be ufed on the Su\ - 
ct dajes onely, as Heare-baittng* Hull-baiting, Enterludes ; 
« and at all times, in the meaner fort of people, by Law 
« prohibited, B owlwg. A Declaration which occaiioned 
much noyfe and clamour ; and many fcandalls fpread a- 
broad ; as if thefe Councels had been put into that Princes 
« head, by fomejgreat Prelates, which were then of moft 
power about him. But in that point they might have fat is - 
fiedthemfelves,thatthis was no Court-doRrine \ no new- 
D/t/temV, which that learned Prince had beene taught in 
England. He had declared himfelfe before, when hee was 
King of the Scots onely, to the felfe-fame purpoie : as may 
appearein his TZafilicon Doron>\>yfo\i(hed,Anno 1 598/rhis 
was the firft Blow in effe&i which had been given, in ail 
his time, to the new Lords-daySabbath, then fo much 
applauded. 

(11) Forhowfoever,as Ifaid,thofewhohad entertai- 
ned thefe Sabbatarian Principles, fpared neither care 
norpaines to advance the bufineffe; by being inftant in 
feafon, and out of feafon , by publike Writings , private 
Preachings, and clandeftine infinuations, or whatfoever 
other meanes might tend to the promotionof this fotho- 
like cahfe z yet find we none that did oppofe it, in a publike 
way, though there were many that difliked it. Onely one 
M. Loe, of theChurch of Exeter, declared himfelfe, in 
his Effigtttio veri Sabbatifmiy Anno 1 tfotf. to be of diffe- 
rent judgement from them ; and did lay downe indeed 
the trueft and moft iuftifuble Do&rine of the Sabbath* 
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of any Writer in that time. But being written in the 
hat me Tongue, it came not to the peoples hands : many 
of thofe which underttood it, never meaning to- let the 
people know the Contents thereof. And whereas, in the 
yeere i5oj. at the Commencement held in Cambridge , 
this Thefts* or Eropofition, DicJ Dominion mtitur Vzrbo 
"Dcty was publikely maintained by a Do&or there, and by 
the then Vice-CkancelloHr io determined ; neither the 
following Doitors there , or -any in the other Univerfitie, 
that I can heare of, did ever put up any Antithefis, in op- 
pofition thereunto* At laft v fome foure yeeres after his 
Majefties Declaration, before remembred , Anno 1622. 
Doftor PrideaHx, his Majefties Profeflbur for the Univer- 
ftieofOjwr. did,in the publike A&, declare his judge- 
ment in this point, de Sabbat 0 ; which, afterwards, in the 
yeere 1625. hee publifhed to the World , with his orfier 
Le£tures. Now, in this Speech, or Determimtion 3 hte did 
thus refclve it. Firft, That the Sabbath was not inftituted 
in the firft Creation of the World 5 nor ever kept by any 
of the ancient Patriarkes, who lived before the. Lavp of 
^ftiojes : therefore , no Morall and perpetual! Precept* 
as the others are , Sett. t. Secondly , That the faniti- 
fying of one day in Jiven 9 is Qercmoniall onely, and 
obliged the levpes ; not tJMoralU to oblige us Chri&i- 
ans to the like dbfervincfe', ' SiU* 3 . & Thirdly 3 
That the Lords day is founded onely on the *si:Hthxu 
rttie of the Church , guided therein by rhe practice of 
the islfo flies : Not on the fourth Comntandemept > 
which, in the feventh Se&iott, hee efltituleth a Scanda* 
low DoQrine > nor any other ^uthoritie, in holy Scrip- 
aire* Sett. 6. & n. Fourthly, That the Church hath 
fiiU Authoritie to change the day ; though fuch Autho~ 
ritie be not fit to be put in practice, JSeB. ■ Fifthly, 
Tlatin thecelebration cf it, there is no fiich ct 'ffatimftxxh 
the workes of labour, required of us/as wag exa&b&of the 
Imes : but that vvee lavv&lly.nniay drefie-AIeat, proportion 
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nable unto every mans eftate ; and doe fuch other things 
as be no hinderance to the publike Service, appointed for 
the day, Sett. 8. Sixtly, That on the Lords day all Recrea- 
tions whttfoever are to be allowed; which honeftly may re- 
frefli the fpirits, and encrcafe mutuall love and neighbour- 
hood amongftus : and, that the Names whereby the lewej 
did ufe to call their Feftivals ( whereof the Sabbath was 
the chiefe ) were borrowed from an Hebrew word , which 
fignifiesto Dance, and to make merry, or rejoyce. And 
laftly, that it appertains to the Cbrifiian Ma?iftra!e,m 
order and appoint, what Paftimes,on the Lords~day y are to 
be permitted,and what prohibited : not unto every private 
perfbn, much lefleto every mans rafi^eale> as hisowne 
words are, Vtbo out of a fchifmattcall Stom[we y (debarring 
men from lawfull Paftimes ) doth enchne to Iudaifm^ 
Sea. 8. Ttiis was the fumme and fubftance of his refb- 
lution,then: which, as it gave content unto the founder 
and the better part of the Aflembly ; fo it did infinitely 
ftomacke and difpleafethe greater numbers , fiich as were 
formerly poffefled' with the other Doctrines ; though they 
were wifer, than to make it a publike Quarrell. Onely it 
pleafed M. Hifeild of Surrey* in his Reply to a Dilcourfe 
of M* Brerewoods, of Qrejh am Colledge , Anno I • to 
taxe thcDottor, as a Ipreader of Vouched DoUrine\ and 
much to marvell with himfelfe, how either he durft be fo t. 
bold to fay, or having faid it, could be fufftred to put it 
forth: vt^j That to efiablijlj the Lords day on the fourth 
Commandement , W>ere to encline too much to ludaifme : 
This, the laid M. Hifeild thinkes to be a foule afperfion on 
this famotu Church. But in fo thinking, I conceive, that 
he coniulted more his owne opinion, and his private in re- 
reft, than any publike maintenance of the Churches caufe ; 
which was not injured by the 'Doftor y but defended ra- 
ther. But to proceed , or rather, to goe backe a little. 
About a yeere before the Doftor thus declared his judge- 
ment* one Thorn* Broad, of ClouceJlerJkire 7 had publifiied 

S f 3 fome- 



Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



ig6 .Cha-p.8. The HiHoryof Part. 2; 
Synod of "Perth, « That notwithftanding all the A6te 
« Civili, andEcclefiafticke, made againft the fuperliitious 
* obfervation and prophane abufe of Zule day, the people 
" could never be induced to labour on that day : And 
« vvherefoever Divine Service was done that day, as in 
st Townes which have alwayes owing and Evening 
«■ Prayers, they were perceived to refort in greater num- 
« bers on that day, than on any other, to the Church. As 
for King lames, of happic memorie > hee did not onely 
keepe the faid grear F*//^/.f from his youth, as- there rs 
laid ; but wiftied them to be kept by all his fubje&s , yet 
without abule: And in his Ttafilicon Doron, published 
jimo 1,52 8.. thus declares himlelte; That, Vcithont fnper- 
ftuian, Playes and lawfull Games may b? nfed in May, and 
good Cheere at Chriyt.wat. Now>on the other fide, as they 
had quite put downe thofe dayes,which had beene dedicav. 
ted by the Church.to religious meetings rfathey appoin- 
ted others, of their owne authoritie. for, in their Bocke 
of Difcipltnei ,before remembred, it was thus decreed, vi^, 
">< That in every notable Towne, a day.befides the Sunday, 
fC fliould be appointed, weekely, for Sermons : that,during 
« the time ofSermon,theday-{hould be kept ffeefromaH 
11 exercife of labour , as well by the Mafter, as by the Ser- 
u vane : as alfo,that every day [in the faid great TownesJ 
" therebe either Sernun^ovi Prayers, with Reading of the 
* s Script ures. So that, k fcemeth,they onely were afraid of 
the name of Holy dayes, and were contented well enough 
with the thing it felfe. As for the Lords day in that King- 
dome , I finde not that it had attained unto the name or 
nature of a Salbathday; untill that Do<3rine had beene 
Jet on fbotamongfi usun England. For, in the Booke of 
Difciplinc, fet out, a$ formerly was faid, Anno 1 560. they 
call it by no other name than Sunday; ordaining/That upon 
foure Sandayes in the yeere,which are therein fpecified.the 
Sacrament of the Lords Supper fhould be adminiftredto 
tkc people: jmd in the yeere itfi. an Aft of King lames the 
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third, about the Saturday, and other Vigils to be kept ho- 
ly from :€ve*[ong to^ Eyenfong, was annulled and abroga- 
ted. Whieh^lainely fhewes that then they thought not of 
2 Sabbath. But when the Sabbath dottrtne had been raifed 
in England* Anno 1 595 . as before was faid, it found a pre- 
fent entertainement with the ^Brethren there; who had be- 
fore profefled in their publike writings to our Puritans vmfon p« 10* 
here,that both their caufes Were moll merely linked together* 
and thereupon, theyboth tooke up the name of Sabbath* 
and impoled the rigour. Yet lb, that they efteeme it law- 
full, to hold fafts thereon, Quod fzpffime in Ecclefta KO-AltmDmafa 
fira ScoticanafaUum eft ; andufe it often in that Church ; p. 669. 
which is quire contrary unto the nature of a SMath.And 
on the other fide,they deny it,tobethe weekely feftivall of 
the Rtfurre£lion i Hon [ant dies Dominiciftfta RefurreUio* 
nisy as they have refolved it; which fhewes as plainely that *9*« 
they build not? the tranflation of their Sabbat h on che fame 
grounds, as our mien have done. In briefe by -finking up^a 
mixture of z Lords day Sabbath they tieitherkeepe it as the 
Lords dajyTiov as the Sabbat fc.Ahd in this Rate things flood 
untill the yeere 161 8. what time fome of the ancient holy 
-dajes : were Revived againe, in the A^tinb-tiebeld at Perth: 
in which,among forne other rite's ofthe Churclrof Erglatrd 
which were then admitted, it was thus determined, vit*- 
« As wee abhorre the fuperftitious obfervation of feftivall 
« f dayesby the Papifis'; anddeteftall ; licentious and pro- 
< c phane abufe thereof, by the Common foirc of Prof e /fours ; 
« lb we thinke that the inettimable benefits received frbm 
« God, by our Lord Iefm Chnflhis Birth, Paff:on 3 Rtfur~ 
" re£tion> Afcenfion, and fending downe ofthe Holy Cjhoji, 
* € was commendably and godly remembred ; at certiine 
4 « particular dayes and times by the whole Church of the 
« world and may bee alfo now. Therefore the ^AJpnrbly 
" ordaines , that every Miniftcr fhaH upon thef§ dayes, 
" have the Commemoration ofthe forefaid ineftimable 
* bcnefits^and make choife of fevcrall and pertinent Texts 
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« of Scripture and frame their Do£lrine and Exhortation 
" thereunto, and rebuke all fuperftitious obfervation, and 
« c licentious prophanation thereof. A thing which much 
difpleafcd fome men, ofcontraryperfwafion: firft, out of 
fearejthat this was but a Preamble jo make way for all the 
other holy dayes obferved in England : And fecondly, be* 
caufe it feemed, th^t thefe five dayes were in all points to 
bee obferved as the Lords day was, both in the times of 
theAflemblie, and after the diflblving of the fame. But 
pleafed, or difpleafed, foitwas decreed; and fo ftill ^ 
ftands. As for the Sunday it felfe, however in the greater 
Toyvnes they doe obferve it very precilely, according as 
our men would have it: yet in the Villages and fmaller 
places of the Countrie, they keepe it not with that folem- 
nitie, as the Common people doe with us. For in many 
of thofe Villages and the like places, they have not onely 
no publike meetings at the Church in the afternoone ;but 
fpend the whole time either in their bufinefl'es or their 
pleafures, as occafion is*, whereof I have beene well aflu- 
red by fundry natives of that Kingdome, of good faith and 
credit. 

( 1 i) But to returne againe to England. It pleafed his 
Majeftie now reigning ( whom God long preferve) upon 
information of many notable mifdemeanours on this day 
j t committed ; in his firft Parliament, to ena&, SC&af front 
• • fijenee^fojfoarti* t&ere ftoulo be no tog&affembifr*, 
o; concourfe of people, out of t&efr parfO)e0, on f&e 
Lords day, foj an? g>pojt* o% paftfaiea fo&affoetoer ; 
n*% anp Beare-baitings, Bull-baitings, Common Player 
Enterludes, 0 % anp ot&er unlawfull Exercifes oj Paftimes 
ufetityanpperfbnojperfon*, tn fftefr otone partO^' 
eterp offence to fee puntt&eo bp t&e forfeiture of 0. 4 . 
This being a Probation Law, was to continue till the end 
of the firft Seffion of the next Parliament : And in the 
next Parliament, it was continued till the end of the firft 
Seffion of the nexr,which was then to come. So alio was 
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another A& made, in the laid laft Seffion, wherein it was 
enaAted, Cfjat ttO Carrier,Waggoner,Waine-man, Carre- r m i , 
man, 0} Drover , f raUafie f&etire*OjtDarto on tie-Lords ~ "* 
day, on pjfne,tyat efcerp perfon ana perton* fo offenotng, 
l&all lofe ano fojfetf2o t g, fo; etoerpfucfc offence : 3no 
tftat no Butcher, either bp bfmfelfe, oj anp otber bp Ms pji* 
fcftte ano content, Doe kill 0} fell anp Vid^uall on tbe faro 
day ; upon t&e tojteffure anO loffe Of <$♦ 0> & D* Which Sta- 
tutes being ftill in force,by reafon that there hath not been 
any Seflion of Parliament,fince they were enaded ; many, 
both Magiftrates and Miniflers, either not rightly under- 
ftanding, or wilfully miftaking the intent and meaning of 
the firft ; brought Dancing and fbme other taw full recrea- 
tions* under the compaflfe of mU^full Paflimes , in that 
A& prohibited : and thereupon difturbed and punifhed 
many of the Kings obedient people, onely for ufing of 
fuch fports, as had bin authorized by his Majefties Farher, 
of blefled memory. Nay, which is more, it was fo pub- 
likely avowed, and printed, by one who had no calling to •> 
interprete Lawes, except the provocation of his owne ill 
fpirit ; That "Dancing on the Lords day, >toas an unlawful! 
T?&ftimeipnnifhMe by thf Statute I . Carol. 1 which intended 
(fo he faith) to fufprefje Dancing on the Lords day, as iw// 
as Beare-baiting, Bull-baiting, Enrerludes, and Common 
Playes,ty&<V/? Veere not then fo rife and common^ Dancing, 
Vehen this Law Was made* Things being at this height, it 
pleafed his excellent Majeftie, " Obferving; as hee faith Km^chavkt 
i€ hmfelfe^ how much his people were debarred of Recri-Vuhvat* 
€( at ion, *nd finding in fome Counties, that under the pre- 
;r tence of taking away abbfes, there had beene a generall 
« forbidding, not onely ofordinary Meetings, but of the 
«• Feaftsof the Dedication of Churches y commonly called 
« c Wakes ; to ratifie and publifh the Declaration of his 
'< Majefties Father, before remembred : adding, That all 
r - thrfe Feafls, Veitb others, fhould be obferved ; and that 
* Ct all Neighbourhood and freedome,n'ff A manlifotpdltw- 
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ci full Exercifs, bee therein ufed. Commanding all the 
" Inflicts oj *Affife> in the feverall Circuits, to fee that 
u no man doe trouble or inoleft any of his loyall and dtici- 
c « full people, in or for their law fall Reirtauons* faring 
« tirft done their duty to God, and continuing in obedz- 
<c ence unto his<Majefty,and his LaVves? and further, thac 
<\ publication thereof be made by order from the Bifhops* 
" duoughallthe Pariflies of their feverall Dioceflfes, re- 
^•ipeftively. Thus did it pleafe his excellent and iacrcd 
Majeftieto publifhhis moft pious and religious purpofe.of 
opening to his loyall people that liberty of the day, which 
the Pay allowed of ; and which all Chriftian States and 
Churches, in all times before had never quefiioned: with- 
all, of fhutting up that doore, whereat no lefle than ]uda- 
if me would in fine have entred, and fo in time have over- 
ran the faireft and moft beautifull Church, at this day in 
Chriftendome. And certainly 5 it was a pious and Princely 
Aft, nothing inferiour unto that of fconflantine> or my 
other Chriftian King, or Emperour,beforeremembred : it 
being no lefle pious, in it lelfe confidered, to kge pe the 
holy-day es free from fupe rftit *W>than to pfeferve them from 
prophanenejji; efpecially confidering,that permffion of taw- 
full plea fares ,is no lefle proper to a FeflivalU than reftraint 
from labour. Nay, of the two, it is more ancient. For in 
his time, T mullUn tels us, that they did diem folis Ltitta 
indulgcre, devote the Sunday partly unto Mirth and Re- 
creation, not to Devotion altogether ; when in an hundred 
yeeres after T mullians time ; there was no Law or Con- 
ftitution to reftraine men from labour on this day, in the 
Chriftian Church* 

(14) Yet did not his moft excellent Majeftie find fuch 
obedience in lbme men, and fuch as fhould have been ex- 
amples unto their fiockjes) as his moft Chriftian purpofe did 
deferve: there being fome, lb fetled in the opinion of a 
Sabbath day,* day not heard of in the Church of Chrift 40, 
yeeres agoe, that they chofe rather to deprive the Church 
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of their paines* and smniftrie, thatr y?eld unto his Maje- 
fties OTDft juft Commands. For whofe fakes fpecially, next 
to my dune unto God, my Soveraigne,and the Church my 
Mother, I have employee! my time and ftudies>to compote 
ttusHiltory r that they may fee therein, in briefer the pra- 
$iee o£ Gods Church in the times before them^atid' frame 
themfelves to doc thereafter; cafting afiderhofcerrours m 
the which they are, and walking in the way which they 
ought to travell. Which way, when all is done,will be vt* 
ite£M,the Kmgs high way ; as that which is moft fate, and 
of beft aflurance, becaufe inoft travelled fey Gods people. 
Our private pathes doe lead us <^ten inrco efrourand fome- 
times alio into danger. And therefore I befeech all tho/e 
who have offended in that kinde,to lay afide their p.ijfw><s, 
and thcfcpy&vat* intertftn if any a*e than way mifgiiided; 
as alio not to fhwtbeir eyes /againft thoie truths avbich' 
are prefented to them, for their information; that fo the 
King may have the honor of their due obedience) the Church 
the comfort of their labours,and conformable Miniftry.For 
to what purpofe (hould they j^peito be ^npobled for their 
fufferings, in fo bad a caufe> wHidhndtlter hath the Dc~ 
Urine of the Scripture, to authorise it j or practice of the 
Church of God; the beft Expofitor of the Scripture,to con- 
firme and countenance it J or tb bee counted corsftanc to 
their firft Coniflufions, 'having fucb AVeakd Arid dangcrpij > 
premiifes co ffiipport the fame ;' fince coh flattie hot nghtly 
grounded,is at beft but objiin^cie^nd many times doth end 
in herefie. Once againe therefore I exhort them, evenjn 
Gods Name, vyfioie Mihift^f,they l phf6 Whom , 

they are to gfte'tijS an ac^ourtt of their'i^roymept ijt nd in 
the Kings Name/ whcfrnasrGods Deputy thefy are bound 
to obey, not for wrath only , but for confeience lake ; and in * 
the Churches name, whofe peace they are to ftudie above 
all things elfe ; and their ovyne^n^s laftly,whom it moft 
concernes, that they defift, and goe not forwards in this 
^ifobedience>/«/? a Worfe mrfcbiefe fall upon them* For my 
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pare, I have done my beft, fo farre to give them fatisfa&ion 
in the prefenc point, (fo farre forth as the nature of an Hi- 
ftory would permit ;) as they might thinke it no difparage- 
ment, to alter their opinions, and defert their errors, and 
change their refolutions : fince in lb doing^hey fhall con- 
forme themfelves unto the pra&ice of Gods Church, in all 
times and Ages. The greateft vi$ory,which a man can get, 
is to fubdue himfelfe, and triumph over finne,and errour. 
emu T>tl /. * enc *> as 1 began, in ^Angnftins language. jQuibtu hoc xi~ 
c, 3 q* mium>vel quibw farnm eft, mihi ignojeant ; quibfu fat it eft t 
twn wihiyfed T>omino mccHtn congratulates* gratia* agant* 
Let fuch as fhall conceive this Treatife, to be too little, or 
too much, excufe my weaknefle : And as for thole, whom 
it may fatisfie in the fmalleft meafure,let them not unto me, 
but to God, with me, afcribe all the honour; to whom be* 
longs all praife, and glory, even for evermore. 



Pibrac. Quadr. y 

va difanty ma ma>in afaitt teft mure? 
Oh ma vertn ce hel oemre aparfaitt : 
M*i* dis ainfiy Dien far may Vosuwre a faitt, 
Dien eft t Anthem y dn fen de bien que iczHure. 

Say not, my hand this Worke to end hath brought. 
Nor, this my vertue hath attaind unto : 
Say rather thus ; this God by me hath wrought i 
God's Author of the little good I doe. 
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